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SUBJECT. Tho SIngapore Diaorderl of 1955. Communlat Uoo 0!
: Stndant Orgn.nlntion- to Harass & Gmrnmont

.

' l. Studonta and youth ha,ve long beon partlcular urgets of
~ Communist parties in the Far Eastern countries and In other lesser
developed countries. Since such students and youth are particularly
- susceptible to the blandishment of the anti-colonial and economle
development shibboloths, they offer the Communist movement a fertile
field for development and recruitment. In addition, in the Far Eastern
‘area, raclal issues are exploited by the Communlat movement to a.ppeal
‘to youth and student groups. By organizing and controlling youth and
" student olementl. the Communlat movement develops useful Instruments
to afiect pubnc opinion, and by cxtendlng thelr mteresta beyond the
normal ken of youth and student groups, these groups in a number of
_ -":.countrln havo developed a potentla.l for affectlng the polltl 'a.ll altuatwﬁ. o
R 2., '.l'he attached paper la an eucam;ple of how youth and atudent -
—— 'groupn dominated by Communists and "left-wingers", acting in concert
' with left-wing labor groups, succeeded ln harassing and embarrassing
- the Marshall Government of’ Slnga.pore in 1955, Beginning their actions
tn lupport of a labor strike talled by one of the left-wing unions, the
: youth and student groups had no pazitcular demands of thelr own. How-
. ever,". they we re successful in forcing the 1955 Singapore Govemment ;
s o back down from measures and counter actlons aimed at contalning
Jf ARV  thed 'ord rs d by the "left 5 ing" groupa

R S " The attached paper d lbes d dlscusaes the ta
e .. and maneuvers used by the Communist-dominated youth and ltndent
S ‘groups during the 1955 disorders.” The tactics used included mass

 meetings, demonstrations, rlots and. sit-down strikes. The last -

. named tactic deséribes the students' ‘occupation of school premlises

~ from w;lnch they deﬂed the Slngapore Government's orders to vacate
,;jand dlcband. : - E

R Tbe paper also contai.no a numma.ry of t‘he 1954 dilorden

: lnclted by the sameq Communist-deminated student groups. " In these .
‘earlier disorders the Buccessful 1955 tactics were tested. Staged in

o Oppolitlon to the Government's tequireiment foi reglatratxon for
?i,ina.txon&l service, the 1954 disorders weére aucceaaful in delaylng the

regtutmion requlrement. S o _ p
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5. The study, in order to place the events and tactics in
their proper perspectwe. presents some of the background to the
1955 events. It includes a sumamary of the earlier 1954 student
disorders; a description of the role of the Chinese middle schools
in the overvwhelmingly Chinese population in Sihgapore; and a des-
cription of the linke between the left-wing student groups and the
‘international Communist front organizations for youth and studeats,
. the World Federation of Democratic ¥outh, and the International
_Union of Students. The concluding part of the paper containsg a
detailed chronology of the activities of the striking students and
tha Singapore Government's ineffective countermeasures.

6. The year 1956 presenta a completely different picture
of the relationships between Communist-dominated studeant, youth
and labor groups, and the Singapore Government now headed by -
Chief Minister Lim Yew Hock: The Governiment from .its . 1954
~and 1955 experiences had identified the Ieading suspect Commumst
and Communist-dominated groups,. and was. familiar with the
antx-governmont tactics employed by the groups and individuals.
"Armed with this knowledge; the Singapore Government of 1956 acted
firmly and confidently. The Government pravoked the Communist-
dominated elements into anti-government actions. Riots and demon-
strations and other tactics, successful in 1954 and 1955, were staged
by the antl-govemmqn: groups. This time, however, the Singapore
Government was ready and prepared, and moved quickly and with

. planned precision. The riots and demonstrationa were quickly con-

* tained and dispersed by the local security forces. With support and
approval from the leading Singapore citizens, including many Chinese
leaders, the Lim Government methodically isolated and "deactivated'

the subversive student and labor groups and their leaders. The riots
“and demonstratisms never got "off the ground" and the leadmg Com-

mnnilt-dominated organizations were shattered,

_ 1 " The 1956 Singapore Government, in countering the subversive
tactics, employed legal and psychological pressures, and a2 minimum of force.
Acting under préviously passed laws and regulations, the new Singapare
Government banned several of the known Communist-dominated organizations,
closed. several of the centers of the Communist activities, .and arrested
& numbar of the known leaders of the Communist-dominated student and
" labor groups in Singapore.' .In addition by judiclously dispersing the quickly
acting security forces, Lim Yew Hock prevented rallies and demonstrations
fiom developing into bloody riots and disorders. Sites of sit-down atrvilkes
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were surrounded and outside support of the student strikers wasg
prevented. Then, aiter the student strikers failed to heed parental
requests and the Covernmant's ultimatum to disperse, police units
moved in and forcibly broke the sit-down sirikes. The Government
also closed several of the officen of the Communist-dominated labor
unions. Simultaneous with these measures, the Singapore Government
of Lira Yew Hock received overwhelming votes of confidence from the
Naticnal Assembly, and approval from many of the leaders of the com-
munity, including leaders of the Chinese community. By its action,
the Singapore Government succeeded in isolating the striking elements
and leaders from the lecal population and succeeded in preventing

the subversive clements frora gaining any popular or mass pupport

or approval of their actions. The anti-government tactics success~
fully exnployed by the Communisat elements in 1954 and 1955 were
unsuccessful in 1956, and the effectiveness and influence of fae Com-~
munist-dominated student and youth groups were sharply reduced.
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