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COMMUNISM IN LATIN AMERICA

Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence 12 October 1953
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- b, Throughout the year, the Coommist movement has taken gbeps,
¥ith caly moderate success, to guin strength by achieving bemispheric
coordivation of its sotivities. In August, 1953, the CP, UBA, called
for eloser organisational ties bebesen thet Party end the CPs of
Latin Ammriea, citing the egsantial ity of the movexent throughout
the Lemisphere, snd the gbligstion of Commmists in the "imperislist”
country to aid the workers %%S in the "colonial end semt-colonial”
countries, = e » -

- Through the CBAL (hemisphere-wide) and the NFIV increesed
efforts are being meds to Dring the largely non-Commnist LA labor
movemant under Communist control. The WU bes a prograa for the
development of labor movements in "colonial and semi-colonisl ecwn-
tries.”  Specilel emphasis is to be placed on strengthening the
organizations end lesdershiy of agricultural trade snions, end on
fulfillment of the dexande of farn workers and Ppoor peasanta.

.6+ "Agrerian refora" is becoming an active political issue {n
Latin Americs and, s in Chipa, Commcnist Parties are striving to
wxploit this “popular demand™ to the hilt. ‘Their success in
Guatenala and Bolivia has been notable, in this regard.

-7« 3n general summery, Comuunist strength in Latin America

1. an trretionel, trrespovstble soti-U.S. nationalism
o, which 1s resdy-mede meterisl for the Communiste' “national
¢ 1iberetion” progrem. -

© 41, o growing demand for sgrarien refbm'hieh Coomunists
- dspouse and seek to effect and control. 4

| 113, the politieal oppertunism of {ndividnals and groups
. Who feel that they can "use" the Commmiste: -

' a) to maintain themselves in power, and to earry out
- Zbelr “anti-frperialist” (nationalist) programs, or,
© 'b) to snhance and elevate their present position in
' the power structure, or, = . '
- e) to reatore them (e.g., an opposition group) to power.

. iv. econmiscirisis (1nf1a %ion, Mgh mtlmd pricea,
. sgricultursl shorteges). . .
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. The support snd guidance of the mmumcmn o
M, “ w th. u.’.‘-lo' » :

11. Aeonfuhnecin m lemuum

111. "United hont tactical )einciplu and practices SRR
shich meke ponibh the !urtiol' wqu.uition of :tmgtm o
by nmution. o

17. Aprogrutwluringiwhntuct&sofmm
tion into theComiltempbylkillrnllyuploitingm
basic hnman mu-n m- pm, eultm'ﬂ. mhmel h-dz,

X .tc- L *

1. '!hemct mtalydangerousmof(:mm:t lctiﬂty
' in Letin Americs sre Quatemsla, Bolivia, Brexil end (until mppmnd
by m mumntion) British Quiane. -

: 2!. Inuuatmla, tlu lmnllf.? {mrogimmml) hasim
Joyed npoetacuhr success in infiltruting the Govermment. Tbe
~latter has encouraged the growth of Communist influence by its
 toleration of, and (at laest) indirect susistance to, the Ccuunut
movesent. | Relations between Party and Govermment have been most .
harmonicus decause of their basic agreement on "national iuammlmce, o b
{oppoaition %o U, 8. "imperislisu”), "agrarian refors,” snd the "need” T
for subverting snti-Communist (“undemocratic™) regimes of neighe
boring repuhlies, particularly Hondurss acd Xl Balvedor. Proc:p-rins
1ntm.mvolmtpouumamu,mermm1ammm .
beasie Comminist liaison crganizstion in Central Anriu. CP rnlw T
organised 1sbor {CQYG) effiliated with c'nu., vrm., S e

3 n Bolivie (es 1n Guatemels) Commnists are mnung by b~
stantial egreement with lefiist msasures of the Govermment, such o8 '~
nationalizstion of mines, and sgrarian reform. Curpently, the
Comunists are unable to achieve maximm exploitation of thelr o
portunities for power becsuse the ruling party (Eatienal kmlutiomry
" Movement: W) bas 4sclared 1ts hostility to Communism, sod the .
2000-menibar CP Bolivis 18 Tivaled by e Trotskyite party (PCR), vhxch i
N iaofnqmlninemdofmnmmﬂmmmmm ,
' Boliv‘isn Mor Mmtion (C('B) The nitmtion u queehlb‘ ERC
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full "Hatlional Revolution®~-drastic agrerisn reform (eonfiscstion
S3 free &istrivution of 1208 %o e working pessents), stabe
monopoly of foreign , sale of minerals %o, sod establishasnt
of diplomatic ralstions with, she USER end ber uhllim, grester
vorkers' perticipstion in governsent, eta. ‘ .

M. CP Bolivia aspires to see the Bolivisn Bevolution Anvelop
to the point where "jt wvill oecupy en bonorable plsce alongside
the Chinese Revolutlon end the revolution of the Pecple's DemocTa~
cles.” At the sane time, stadbllity of government 18 reportedly
¢hreatenpl by & possible rightist coup, aided vy Aefected membars
of the right-wing of the raling perty. - - e

5. In Braril, Communist & 18 increesing. he LP Bregil,
one of the weslthlest and largest, (estimated masbership: & ,000)
of the CPa 4n Latin Amarica, i 11legal, wtitmtoobtsin co
legnl status by the 1954 elections. Recently the Party has teen
peraitted 4o conduct its propaganda campuigns without mv.rmnt
{nterference. Wheiher 1t schieves legslity or D "4he CP Brasil
has sireedy conolnded an sgreement vith thc”(npls Braxilisn g
Voerkers Party (PET), which will permit CP Braxil to run candidates
on the FRT ticket. Although Commmists profit by the rise of ex-
trems pationslige among LY non-Corzsmist Brazilian political
leadars, the 1mmediate ceuse of the cmmiats'_mmu in strength
58 the policy of Minister of Labor Joao vooulm'.."ﬁ:at:uhrt, vho is
politically anbitious snd opportunistic, ‘4 ¢ spdeavering to build &
political machine on the unions, Peron-style, and is atilizing the
"willing and eble” Communist lsbor unions to furtoer his aims. The
gltustion is mode worse by the facts ¢bet Comsunists and leftists
have penctrated the government to 8 netevarthy extent, erd ‘that the
CP prexil has an extensive exrms cache and strong ties with the
interpationnl Comumnist movenent. S o

6. In Britisgh Guians, the power-expanding efforts of the
ruling pro-Commmist Teople's Progressive Yorty (PPP) bave Just
been curbed by the jntervention of British forces end by drastic
Bome Office action sgainst the locsl regime.  Friar to this, '
frequent visite %o British Guisna dY ailitant West Indien Commmnist

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000400130001-2



Sanitized - Approved For Twig sejcm RDP7£ 00915R000400130001-2

Tl «* N SR S

5

f1gures were recently noted. Juzet Jagan, u.s.muf.otm
lesdor and "Prims Minister” Cheddi Jugan, recently xeturned to -
Britist Guiena from the Communist front Woman's mtumtianal

Demoeratic hdmtion congnu in Copamhagan.

T. Wiile it 4s mihlc 1n this adort papct t‘o Mvith
n&notthuCPl,uﬁvmrhmmmmtmdm
cpvm, uthmtstimtedmbcrmpofm,wo-'
ls,ﬂoo,huitc principal strength {n urban areas of ecentral
Venezuels ard in oll-producing regicons arcund Lake Parecaibo. -

Venezuslan Security Services are believed to de capeble or teking
: nirt, et!cctin utton mim tba m:m mt.

b. -3 Inieo, vith an M‘ln‘bd stnnnh ED,M .
(3,000 ew&-éu'ryins mentera), hes very sctive internationsl '
Comunist connections, snd carries o activities on s beznlphori.c
"bulu, ﬂ'inciptlly thl'ough thl CTAI-, qusrtcud :ln mua Cif

’ 3 The CP Cuba (my), uth -bout 56,000 utul atnnahs
1: cne ef tht largest CPs in latin America. It is influentisl in
sducation and labor, end would be & aigniﬁmt m‘bveroivt furco
‘11' unim vith cthnr monticm part' eo. oo i

‘4. cp ehm, (utim‘hd strangths 35,ooo~so, 000) doe
nct nxnro.im great Influsnce, in spite of the presence of leftist
in the Quvernment. CP Chile's influence in arganised 1sbor 4s
mmg,mdthehrtyu striving to increase it.° ‘mrufty
very nctin international cmmict eomaction: : e

e. CP Argentine (c. 35,000 :trong 1952) u iumd to
~ be no mﬁch f‘orr Argentine ncurlty rcrees. :

' : f !'.‘th:n ormisauone.lhrmk Itdouvhcn_
unmarmtn-m,mmamutnmm,m m
the FOTRF is itoelf week. ,

8. '¥be fev Soviet and s;u.uxu diplcutic emumt-
hﬁn&m&ummmhﬁm ‘pramineatly tn directing or
aiding the local Communist movement, axeept in "culturel® affairs
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