Approved For Release 2000/04/14 : CIA-RDP78-0091 5Roocgggﬂom '—“

L

SECRET 25X1A
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In 1955 the scattered remnants of the Guatemalsn Communist
Party regrouped, after the collapse of the Cormumiste-dominated
nationalist govermment of Guatemala, led by President Jacobo
Arbenz, One of the first items of tusiness taken up by the

Guatemalan Comrunist Party was a very exhaustive investipation
ard analysis of the events which culminated in the collapse.

In this process of Wselfecriticism and eriticism,® the ex-
Secretary General of the Guateralen Party, Jose Marmuel Fortuny,
was severely criticised and censured for weaknessea and mistakes,
It is avparent that this effort was intended to saddle him
personally with much of the res» onaihility for the eatastrophe
which bsefell the Party,

A formal inquiry waa esrried out by the Party, and Fortuny
was given the opportunity of presenting his Weslfecriticism®
to support the Party's charges, However, the staterents he
produced were considered generally unsatisfactory by the Party,
since they contained not only his admissions of guilt on certaln
charges, but also his defense of his own actions and attitudes
on what he considered to be the moat seriocus charpges of politieal
failure and deviation,

Copies of the docurents of the Party concerning this inquiry - »
have been found in the posaession of 2 representative of the
S Party residing 1llegally in Guatemals, The attached excerpt
RS from Fortuny's main defonse i3 presented es a particularly an~
LT lightening expose of the position held and activities carried
out by a key figure in the Guateralan Communist Party during the
period of erergency. It is 2 very revesling statement that
shows clearly the results that can be attained when a Communist
Party,.in a campaign of unity-of-action and collaboration with
a nationallst movement, concentrates much of its cadre member-
ship on the infiltration of the governing group. In particular;
i1t shows how much politieal influence on both domestic and foreign
affairs actually can be gained by an individual Compuniast, who .
in fact occupies no official position and bears mo official '
responsibilities, when he concentrates with the Party's agree-
ment and aid upon developing perscnal influence over a senior
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government official, While it highlights this topic of influence,
it should also be recognized that such a relationship gives
excellent opportunities for politieal espionage as well,

This technique apnears to be of particular importance for
study at present in those areas where national liberation move-
ments and nationalist govermments are targets of the current
Communist campaign to capitalize on the dynamie forces of
nationalism,
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&mwﬂ: In the firat section of this
document, Jose Manuel Fortuny acknowledges his improper
behavior (excessive drinking and improper conduct

with women), his lack of qualification for the position
of Secretary General of the Party, and the effects of
his 111 health on his work, He then tries to defand
himself against charges that he had been irresponsi-
ble, defeatiast, vacillating, and lax in his actions
during the period of the crisis of. the Arbenz
Govermment, '

Re refutes these charges as follows:

"When the Army summoned Colonel Arbenz on 8 June and the
first plane of the mercenary invaders dropped the first leaflets
on the capital, I renewed my activity, with the Party designating
e as its main link with President Arbenz and recommending that
I aid hin in every way possible, . o
: *In accordance with these decisions, I remained at the :

President's side as much as possible, counteracting the intrigues,
the chargos, and the proposals contimally made againat and to
him by some of the politieal leaders of the national bourgeoiaie
. and certain officials of the Cabinet; I gave detalled and up=to=
the-mimite information to the Party on the developmonts in the
struggle, the decisions made, and the steps to be taken on behalf
of the goverrment; I passed on the Party’s suggestions to the
President and pgave him my own opinion vhen there was not enough
time to consult the Party, I thus remained with President Arbensz
until the end, when he relinquished the Presidency, and later
on, when he took refuge at the Mexican Embassy and when he left
the country to go into exile, o '

"I thus engaged in a series of tasks for President Arbenz
which tock up all my time, from 1000 to 1100 hours of one day
until Q400 or 0500 hours of the next, These tasks included the
following: The elaboration of ‘the replies which we were sug-

tails of the tactics to be followed to maintain the Guatemalan

delegation to the UN in the Security Council sesaions; the

elaboration of the diplomatic communiques to be transmitted

from the Chancellery to the Security Council and the U.S,' (and Latin ,
e o ' s
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American) emtassies; replying to hundreds of telegrams of
solidarity from abroad; giving attention to the mors important
telephone ealls; attending various informal meetings of eertain
officials as well as the last general meeting, at which the Chief
of the Armed Forces himself explained the military situation;
assisting in the drafting of the last addresses made by President
Arbenz, including the one in which he made his ‘remuncilation?;
constant, petitioning to have the people furnished with arms;

the adoption of security measures for the President; the elabora-
tion of the plans to arm the people, when the arming was approved
finally and too late; and various other activities, including that
of obtalning sash funds for the Party.

"It would seem that my meking this report is useless, be-
cause certain comrades, to my way of thinking, have gone a little
too far in their criticism of oy behavicr, My work slongside
President Arbens in the most eritieal days of the strugple egsinst
the foreign intervention made me forget altogether what tock place

_ "Comrade Pellecer, for example, has written letters loft

. : ard right, including some to comrades in other Parties, in which
he gave all sorts of opinions about me,; most of them incorrect,

I only had the opportunity to read ovme of these lstters and rather
rapidly, but among the various impasaioned comments he made in it
was the statement that I and one of my brothers had become panicky
and that this feeling had spread to President Arbens., This is
entirely falss. My female corpanion (si0). could testify, in

. the firat place, as to my attitude toward my brother who is

referrad to here, and to the fact that I reprimanded him for
showing fear, My brother's conduct is his responslbility and net
ming. If I had grown panicky, I would not have remained with
President Arbenz until the erd and would have given more attention
to more of my personal documents than I was able to=<I would

have salvaged at least my property deeds; I weuld also have made
my companion panicky, but she can testify, now tha% she is in .
& better condition to be a competent witness, what my actions were
like during those dramatic days. I even submit the testimonial '

. of Colonel Arbenz himself, of Major lMartinea or of all those
- who were aware of my calmness or of my behavior at President
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Arbenz's side, I, therefore, contradiet Comrade Pellocer's
&ccusation as well as others he has nade which are not pertinent
“here because they do not concern my personal conduct, On the

R contrary, certain comrades in the Party leadership can testify
SR that in thoss days I was guilty more of overconfidence and optimism
L than was warranted under such circumstances, o _

. - 0ther comrades, in referring to the circumstances surround-
- ing my temporary release from ny duties in the Party, surmise .,
T ~ that my behavior was due to defeatist vacillation on my part, I
o cannot accept this accusation either, because it is not compatible
vith the truth, I expressed on several oceasions my foeling that
I was not the person to be given the duties of Party Se
General and did so long before the situation in Guatemala gave

-militant with qualities like those of Comrade Silva Jonama, for -
‘example, Moreover, I confess in all frankness that when the e
American imperialists? propaganda shouted to the high hsavens =
that a shipload of arus from '"behing the Iron Curtain? had reached
Guatemala, I did not correctly judge the extreme gravity of the
situation, thinking that 'the worst' had taken place in Caracas
R end that if the American ‘imperialists had not openly intervensd
A : then, neither would they do so when the arms reached Guatemals,

. A - and I even told this to President Arbenz, It was long before that
o _ time that my personal conduct started to pive way to excesses
T ' . because of my drinking; similarly, it was long before then that
S I told myself that certain comrades were not being cbjective in
AR their appraissl of the situation in our country. It canrot be
~8aid that when I was faced at that time with the imminence of
SRR - the foreign intervention, the renewal of the ‘struggle in our

country, and the violence of the anti<Communist campaign, I
decided to capitulate by leaving the Party leadership, On the :
contra¥y, because of the way in which I lent my servicesz to the -
active giruggle in June, I eould prove, in accordance with
actions at that time, that I fully intended to fight to the

. ond and that I did not forepee defeat--which was also one of
our mistakes-~tut felt certain that victory was ours,

- "Finally, I eamnot accept the responsibility for onme other

thing, because it is not true and because accepting it would make °© :
- Be gullty of a gross irresponsibility, I anm speaking of the o

criticism of certain comrades who wish to believe that y opinlons:
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hzd a major influence in the decisions taken by President Arbens.
It has bsen gaild that looking at events subjectively as they
affscted me personally, I influenced the President to adopt the
course of action which he thoughbwas the most correct. This
~too is falss. -

"It iz true that President Arbens and I are on very intimate
terma, that we had a very close friendship, that I became kncwn
a2z one of his *best frierds,' and that we even went so far as to
converse about intimate private matters, but this should not
imply that I went so far as to coafide to him the confidential
delliberations of ths Party nor that I told him about the intermal
questions of our organisation, At the time my case was taksn up

by the Sesretariat, as I indieated asbove, it is trus that I
confided to him the fact that I felt very tired, that I was 111,
and that it was for thase reascns that we had decided on releas-

- ing me from duty to take care of my health, tut Y .did not go sny

. further; indeed, 1t was not in my province to inform him about

everything that had been sald during the meeting with the Secre=

‘tariat, I did not in any way discourage him; on the contrary,

- I told him that I felt that in this way, the Party leadership
wouzld be better off, since it would not have to put up with
a person who, bstauss of 1llndss, was not producing mch work,
At the time, ths President expressed his concern over my haalth
- and even placed his own doctor at my disposal, -

.. "There are many facts, too numerous to mention heore, which
~ prove that the circurstances of my temporary release from duty
-as Secretary General could not have influenced the decisiona mads
~at that time by the President, The faotors which determinsd his
.decisions, his extreme confidence at the start, his hopes, and
. his later discoursgement when the Army vilely betrayed him were
far differont ones, I will, however, cite two facts, or rather
appraisals, The Presidsnt became euare of the Army's betrayal
as soon &s ths membors of the Chief of Staff and Natlonal Defenss
- Ministry handeé him the shoet of gyastions which the internationsl
press described as an *ultimatum,? that 1s;, on 8 June, If 1%
wore true that he had besn influenced by my erronecus personal :
conduet or my appraisals of the situationm, what betier opportunity
ecould I have had than then to give up my post? And how elss
could one interpret the next=to-the-lsst address he made to the
nation, in the elaboration of which I played a major rcle? Did
. that address have any indicatior of the decision or decisions he
 ‘adopted? We shall not consider hera wheihsr or not there maa

% /
SECRET

Approved For Release 2000/04/14 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000400090004-4



Approved For Release 2000/04/14 : CIA-RDP78-00915R000400090004-4

T
A

-

SECRET

wisdo in the decision to ban the popular demonstration of 13 Juns,
the decision not to make any changes in the command of the Army,
the decision to rely too much on the Chief of the Armed Forces,
the decision not to arm the peopls, the decision mnot to take
adequate steps to control the chiefs of the operationa in the
battlefield, or the decision to resipgn, What is importent here,
however, 1s the fact that neither wmy personal conduet nor the
eircumastances which led to my temporary ssparation from the CC
Secretariat had anything to do with the sbove-mentioned omissions,
srrors, or inmadequate measures, as far as influence is concerned,

¥Furthermore, did nct the decision to take the matter befors
the UN Security Council indisate a major decision made by
President Arbenz himself? Where than was my defeatist influence?
And what about the steps taken to arm the people, to conscp the
presa, and the arrest and liquidation of many consplrators? Did
T they not show a determination to fight to the end? Again, where
e was my defeatlst influenca? And do you think that President
Arbenz was unaware of the Party®s detsermination and of the fact
‘that I shared ip the decisions made bty the Party's leaders?

*No., By evaluating the factors in the defeat of the demuve

eratio regims from the point of view of my personsl influence

on ths Prasident; we would be abendoning ocur way of appreaching
the facts, we would not be considering the actusl conditions of
the struggle in Guatsmala or comprshending the action of the
forces defending our couniry or the magnitude and extent of

that struggle. It would also mean overlooking the olass rela-

- tionships of the main personalities who directed the final acts
of the Guatemalan democratic govermment, Neither would this
mean taking into ascount (on the contrary, it would be flagrently -
‘contradicting) the evaluaticns which we made in the recently
elaborated document in which are examined the eauses of the de-
feat of the Guatamalan democratic regime, the errors, defecte,
and weaknesses of the Party, the democratic forces, the political
leaders of the national bourgeolsie and of all of us who, by our
equivocations and omisgions, were partly responsible for not :
creating the ability to offer a much greater armed resistance

to Ameriean imperialism, ,

. "Comrades: I acknowledge my mistakes and assume my responsi~ °
. bilitles, tut it is not my duty to acknowledge those mistakes

.~ 1 d1d not commit nor those responsibilities for which I am not
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lisble. I accept just critieism of my conduct and mistakes,

tut I would be serving our Party and the demoeratic cause of

(I)u:::m:i: gae}:ly if 1 accepted the responsibility for things
0o : 3 .
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