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OLC 75-1517

8 July 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Request for Director's Appearance before Chairman John V.,
Tunney's (D., Calif.) Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on
Constitutional Rights

1. On 11 June 1975 I received a call from Douglas Lea, Counsel,
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Comnstitutional Rights. They were
scheduling unclassified hearings in the last week of June to determine
the extent of technological advancements and research and development
in all aspects of technical surveillance. The hearings would be held
jointly with the Senate Commerce Special Subcommittee on Science,
Technology and Commerce which Senator Tunney also chairs. He asked
that the Director testify. I expressed serious doubts since this would
involve intelligence sources and methods and could jeopardize foreign
intelligence collection efforts. He asked that I check anyway and call
him back.

2. I subsequently discussed the request with Clark McFadden,
Counsel, Senate Armed Services Committee. He agreed that the Director
should not testify and suggested I so advise Lea and that if Chairman
Tunney wishes, he can discuss the request with Chairman John C. Stennis
(D., Miss.), Senate Armed Services Committee. The request was also
discussed by Mr. Cary with Chairman Stennis.

3. I called Lea back as suggested by Clark McFadden. Lea was
not convinced by my arguments. He did not indicate whether or not
Chairman Tunney would discuss the matter with Chairman Stennis.
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By Louise Sweeney
Staff corvespandent of
The Christian Science Monitor

' Washingion
One Darch night o 1978, No-Cil, "Ine., a
nonprofit organizationn apposad ty any oil
drilling in Pacific Palisades, California, held a
third birthday party with an ominous snapper

atthe end. o
First came the business meeting with over
600 people attending, including scme of the
California legislators who support No-Qil
(Democerstic ULS. Sens, John V. Tunney and
Alan Cranston and Rep. Pau! N. McCloskey
(R) and Rep. Thomas M. Rees (D) are
honorary members.) When the president of
No-0il announced that the business mesting
was over, he added thal anvone who was a
fricnd of Occidental Peiroieun could leave

before the perty, celebrating the state Su- .

preme Court’s decision to halt Oceidental’s
cperations in the area_ until the enlire matter
was resolved in the courts.

Two No-Oil members ieaving o retrieve

sormething from their cer outside neliced a
raicidle-aged 'nim who had heen inside telking
“to the driver of a Lince'n Continzntal with a
New Yorg Heense plate, They chiockesd ong the
i ' . the New York City Polive
tment, which said it was not regislered;
ne of a series of licenses not requiriag
tration, belonging to a VIP, the FBI, or
Furthier checks revealed that the Leetse
registired o a duminy corporation,
“which did nrot exist af the ad-icess given,

Colby, Wiesner due fo testify
B : ' . :

This and a similar experience led No-Oif to

asic Senator Tunnev's office — in view of

- recent news stories cbout citizen surveillance.
— i they had been on former President -

Richaerd M. Nixon's “enemies’ list or if they
are now on any gevernmental surveillance
list. Senator Tunney has files full of leticrs
from other concerncd citizens worried about

government surveillance. On June 23, he .

began Learings on one aspect of the problem,

the government's covert role in developing

surveillance technclogy to spy on Americans.

To do it he is melding two Tuaney com-
mittees in unigue joiat hearings: his judiciary
subcommittee on constitutional rights and hig
cormerce subcommittes on scienice and tech-
nology. )

Two witnesses expected to tesiify at the
hearings are CIA director William 1. Colby
and Massachusetts Institute of Technolog:
(MIT) presidont Jercme Wiggner, M is BT
which allegediy has trausinitted and copied in
conjunction with a Dofense Department com-
puter netwoik, thousands of surveillance files
compiled by the U.S. Avmy on 1.8, ecitizens
and groups it considered dissident bt the aos,

The Defense Department ius sgrecd un
seaale pressure w0 ead the surveilience and
desiroy files, but NBC corres; Frrd
Rowan, in an early June ries
c¢n the use of eomputerized surveills
systemns, repcri2d thal the [les @330 had besn
trausferved by computer to the Nationai
Seeurity Agznoy and the CIA in eddition to the

MIT operation. -
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