Vooaron o oo 4
N 1 Y O
§ A t

X

T

Approved For Release 2006/09/25 : CIA-RDP75B00380R000100050064

Honorable John L. MeClellan
Chairman, Committes on Appropriations
United States Senale

Washingion, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

You asked for my views on the disclosure in the Commitice's
report of budget figures for the National Intelligence Program
which I presented to the Committee on 11 July 1973. Disclosure of
the total Hgure in the Committee’s report would not in my view present
a security problem at this time. It would, however, set a precedent
for disclosure of this figure annually. If this were to occur, the apnusl
fluctuations in our total intelligence effort would be revealed. I do
not bellave it would be in the national interest to disclose this kind
of information to foreign nations.

The public diseclosure of budget totals for DIA and State/INR have
not presented security problems. Public disclosure of total figures
for all the programs, however, would reveal a good deal about the
distribution of our intelligence resources among different types of
intelligence activity, such as clandestine collection, signals intercept,
and overhead reconnaissance. More importantly, an annual up-date
of such figures would provide insights into the changes and trends
in our intelligence programs which could be damaging to intelligence
sources and methods, '

in 3 more general sense, 1 am concerned thai public disclosure
‘of total intelligence figures will lead to pressures for further public
explanations of the programs for which the monies were appropriated.
Any scrutiny of the substance of the programs by other than those
authorized could, in my view, be damaging to intellizence sources
and inethods.
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I understand, howaver, your wish thet seleatsd members of
the Senate not now privy to such informetion be advised of the
hreakdown of figures for national intelligence aetivities into CiA,
DIA, NSA, Army, Navy, Alr Foree and Sists Department., I
have no objection on security grounds to the disclosure of this
bregidown orally to such members on a classifled basls.

I am awsre, Mr. Chairman, that there are many considerations
in determining the optimum position on the publie disclosure of
intelligence budget figures. The views I have expressed sbove
sddress only thosze considerations for which I am primarlly res—
~ ponsible under the National Security Aot of 1947 -~ the protection
- of Intelligence sources and methods. The final determination of
what should or should not be publicly disclosed is, in my view,
-the proper function of the Congress. -

SBincerely,

DC1/IC/CCa] l8/3/73)
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