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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, National Reconnaissance Office

SUBJECT: U-2 Photographic Reconnaissance of the
Paracel Islands

1. The attached memorandum contains a proposal for an
IDEALIST TACKLE mission to obtain oblique coverage of the Paracel
Island group. While missions in this area have been flown under
TACKLE approvals in the past, it is felt that due to the significant
change in the Peoples Republic of China.force levels on these islands
since the last mission, specific approval by the 40 Committee would
be desirable. A

2. After your approval by signatutre on the attached memoran-
dum, copies will be prepared as appropriate for distribution to
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CARL E, DUCKETT
Director, CIA Reconnaissance Programs
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SIGNATURE RECOMMENDED:

17 W A

Direﬁor of Spectal Activities

CONCURRENCE:

] / 1 G (477

eputy Director foT Operations Late

Approval for Release to National Reconnaissance Office:

19 APR 1974

Director of Central Intelliglence Date
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SAS/O/0SA
Distribution:
1 - D/NRO
2 - D/NRO
3 - D/CIA/RP Chrono
4 - DDCI
5 - ER
6 - DDO
7 - DDS&T Registry
8 - DDS&T Registry
9 - D/SA
10 - D/O/OSA
11 - SAS/O/0SA
12 - INTEL/O/OSA
13 - IDEA/O/OSA
14 - D/M/OSA
15 - RB/OSA
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