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' In his outstanding state of the Union

}' message, the President set forth our

1 goals in Vietnam when he sald:

We seek nclther territory nor bases, eco-

nomic dominntion or military alllance In

| Vietnam. We fight for the principle of self-

/

- determination that the people of South Viet-
{ nam should be sable to choose their own
i course, choose 1t In free elections without
» violence, without terror, and without fear.
. The people of all Vietnam should make a

" " free declslon on the great question of reuni-

i fication.
We have also mnde it clear from Hanol to
" New York that there are no arbitrary limits
to our search for peace. We stand by the
: Geneva agreements of 1954 and 1062, We
* will meet Bt any conference table. We will
. ‘discuss any proposals—4 points or 14 or 40—
¥ and wo will consider the views of any group.
We will work for a ccasefire now, or once
! discucssions have begun.

i I wholeheartedly agree with the goals
. 8et by our President. However, because
i in the past there have been confiicting

" ¢ statements by our- officials on our sup-

. port for the Geneva accords, on nego-

« tiatlons with the Victcong, and on free

© elections, we must further clarify our
+. war alms and negotiating position..

"k We should clearly announce our will- .
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* ingness to scek a settlement based on the
1954 Gencva accords providing neutral-

for Vietnam. The Geneva accords which

“the military demarcation line at the
. 17th parallel is provisional and should

tuting a political or territorlal bound-
ary.” Historically,
-and South Victnam.

We should indicate explicitly our read-
iness to participate in negotiations with

t-all parties involved—I mean with dele-

f_ gates of the Vietcong, or National Liber--
| ation Front, so-called. We should agree
| . to abide by the results of a peaceful, free .

§ elzction by the people of Vietnam of thelir

} ; their own destiny. I know our CI

;. own Government, thelr own leaders, and
offi-

b cicls in Vietnam and Prime Minlster Ky,

£eme A g T

i our militarists, and warhawks in Con-.

THE VIETNAM CONFLICT

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President,
the most pressing problem facing our
Nation and the world today is the war in
‘Vietham. I hope our President will con-
tinue to strike out boldly for a peaceful
scttlement of this bitter conflict. Bona-
fide peace negotiations mean econcessions
by us, coneessions by the Vietcong and a’
ccase flre with no one an abject loser and
‘no one an arrogant winner, Untess
there Is a negotinted settlement, Amer-

ican QI's are likely .to be fighting and-

dying in Vietnam until 1980,

;  President Johnson iy to be commended
for directing a pause in the bombing of
North Vietham, But standing alone,

- thisisnotenough. .. .. ./ .

Ry IR

. gress.

~,;"hombing

of the Saigon povernment opbose an
armistice at this time. Our President
“should overrule thelr views along with
‘ those of the Curtis LeMays.

Jf our President moves declsively for
such peace our people will support him,

ing military involvement, he will please

Then in the 1966 congressional
elections and in 1968, as casualty lsts

mount, some Republican politiclans, now”
urging acceleration of the war by bomb- -
ing Hano! and Halphong and even Red.

China, will be the first to denounce this
_as “Lyndon’s war.”

Were we to bomb Hanol and Haiphong,
thousands of Vietnamese civilians in-
cluding women and children would be

. kllled and wounded. If we failed to de-

stroy all the war planes of North Viet--

nam some might bomb Salgon, and ele~
ments of ‘the North Vietnamese army,
numbering some 400,000, would cross the

Vietnam. )
+Pentagon gossip reports plans to bomb

Halphong and Hanol followed by an am-~ -

phiblous landing at Haiphong and then
Red China back into the stone

:
.
I

ity, self-determination, and free elections.

-we agreed to but did not slgn state that '

not in any way be considercd as consti-,

there Is no North.

. If instead, he approves steadily-expand~"

demilitarized zone and invade South -

|Muk“ HES

age.” That, to quote Gen. Curtis Le-‘FOIAb:;b

May. Let us hope President Johnson
rejects these proposals. Bombing Hanot
would be compared with the Nazi bcmb-
ing of Guernica in the Spanish Clvil ‘Var.
Furthermore, no one can accurately jore-
cast just how damaging the reaction
would be. It would certrinly at ieast
outweigh any possible military gain.
From September 28 to last October 20
I was in southeast Asla most of the time.
I went, looked, and listened. Very soon
_X learned we are involved in a civil war
over there.
every airbase except "one—traveling

-~

e

In South Vietnam I wes at -

through the entire area by helicooter, .

airplane, and jeep. It is’my considered
Judgment that South Vietnam is of no

strategic importance whataever to the de. -

fense of the United States. Further-
more, the fact is that the conflict raring
in Vietnam s a civll war. Genecral

-

. Westmoreland stated to me that the bulk .

of the Vietcong fighting in South Viet-

nam were born and reared {n South Vet~ -

nam. General Stilwell, in Thalland,
went further., He stated that 80 per-
cent of the Vietcong fighting in the Me-

born and reared in that arca. They ‘were
not infiltrators or Communists from the
North.

No matter how often we profess our
intention to defend freedoin In Vietnam,
the increasing escalation of the wer is
raising grave doubts throuirhout Asla and

kong Delta area south of Salgon, ‘were

. elsewhere In the world as to the wisdom -
of our policy. Attacks with sophisticated

weapons on unsophisticated and fllitcrate
Asians are building a vast reservoir of
antl-Americanism and misunderstaniing

of our country among the masses ot the"

people in Asia.

A military surrender to the Urited :

Btates will never produce acceptance of
American presence in Asla by most
. Aslans. It would be a lepacy of il will
which we should not leave to future ren-
erations of Americans. 7Until Asintics
show more Interest in defending them-
selves, then unilateral American invclve-
‘ment in Asta is doomed to.fallure. The
, ugly reality is that for the most part it is
‘American GI's who are fighting and dy-
-ing In Vietnam for the allered defen:e of
. freedom in Asia. Do we Americans have
& mandate from Almighty God to police
the entire world? ~

President John F. Kennedy said on

assassination: '
I don't think that unless a greater efort

{

4

1

- SBeptember 3, 1963, shortly before his :

- 18 made by the Government to win popular -

support that the war can be won out there.

In the final analysls, 1t 18 their war. ""hey
are the ones who have to win it or lose it.

.We can help them, we can give them equlip-

_ment, we can send our men out there ag ad-
visers, but they have to win lt—the people
of Vietnam—apainst the Communists, We
are prepared to continue to assist them, but
I don't think that the war can be won un-
less the people support the effort, and, in my
opinion, in the last 2 months the Govsrn.

. ‘Mr. GRUENING. Mr. President, will

" the Senator yleld?

Mr, YOUNG of Ohlo. ‘i am gla¢ to
yield to the distinguished Senator from
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Mr. GRUENING. Is it not a fact that
' when FPrestdent Kennedy made that

- < statement In September of 1963, we had
.1 been in Vietnam for practically a decade?

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. The Senator is

. correct.
:  Mr. GRUENING. Yet, at the end of

.10 years of assistance of all kinds, in-
: eluding vast sums of money, we had a

< situation that was deteriorating; and it

i was clear then, was it not, that the gov-

. ernment of South Vietnam, either the

! puppet government that we had installed

. there, or its successors after varlous

. coups were out of touch with the needs
. of the people, were uninterested fn those
needs, and were doing little or nothing

to bring about the reforms which Presl- .

dent Elsenhower had made conditional
upon our glving them aid for 10 years
previously? Isthatnota fact? )

Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. That Is true,

Mr. GRUENING. Is that not a dem-
onstration of the folly of our policies
therc? '

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. I agree with the
Senator from Alaska. :

Mr. GRUENING. I thank the Sen-

. ator, ' :

”  Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. Mr. President,

* on our Initial commitment to South Viet-
nam made by President Eisenhower In

. 1954 1n a letter to the President of South
Vietnam stated: -

" of course.

. I am instructing the American Am'bassa-'
- ~dor to examine with you how an Intelligent .

“program of American aid can serve to assist
..Vietnam in its present hour of trial.

Y . He ndded: : .
Tho purpose of this offer Is to assist the

. Government of Vietnam in developing and
Y maintaining a strong, viable state capable

of resisting attempted subversion or aggres-
sion through militury means. The U.8. Gov-
rruiment hopes that such ald, combined with
your own continuling efforts, will contribute
effectively townrd an independent Vietnam
endowed with a strong government.

That was a very “iffy”. commitmen
~madc by President Eisenhower. :
Can anyone claim that Prime Minister
" Ky, of South Vietnam, who himself was
“born and reared Iin Hanof, heads a

_strong, viable state? He could not re- .

- main In power 1 week except for the op-
erations of our Central Intelligence

" Agency and the support of our Armed

Forces.
*  'To justify sending a military advisory
- group to Vietham and increasing its size
« from 327 in 1953 to 685 In 1061, President
Eisenhower on April 7, 1954, said:
. ho loss of Indochina will cause the fall
.of southeast Asla like a set of domihoes.

. > That was in the Stalin era. 'Today,-
" ithere i3 no bitter cold war between the
- :Soviet Unlon and the United States as,
;- ywhen Stalin was dictator.
.+ +Union is no longer a “have not” nation.
- It Is veerlng toward capitalism. Its lead-

The Soviet

‘ers-and the Russian people seck’ coexiste
ence instead of coannihilation. Moscow
and Peiping are now in bitter conflict.

This domino theory has been completely-

.discredited.- :
i Red China is 8 paper dragon. It is

' overrated as a great power. It has crude

“nueclear capability, that 18 true. How-
ever; it will take at least & or 10 years

O

~this confiict?

.

" this ald from afar.

‘hope that President
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before it will have the know-how to de- .
liver any nuclear warheads, on targets.
Its alr force Is inferior. It has no surface
navy except a few torpedo boats and
gunboats—no modern transports—noth- ¢
Ing except thousands of junks. It is an
agrarian nation, with 85-percent of its
population engaged in agriculture. On

. the Pacific, under the Pacific, and in the -

air, we have a more powerful Navy, sub-
marine ficet, and Air Force than all the
nations of the world combined. ’

Red China does have a huge land
army, The elephant can ficht neither

the eagle nor the whale. As Qeneral
‘MacArthur In  his *“Reminiscences”
stated:

Anyone in favor of sending American
ground troops to fight on Chinese soll should
have his head sxantined.

Can anvonre claim that we would lose
face and fhat our prestizé in Asia would
be damascd were we to withdraw from
France was bled white
during the B-year struegle to sdve her
vast colonial cmpire in Indo-China,
France beccame a greater and more pow-
erful nation following her withdrawal
from what is now North and South Viet-
nam, Cambodia, and Laos. Further- -

more, did De Gaulle lose face or prestige .

when he surrendered Algeria, that vast
domain larger than France? A great’
nation like ours does not lose face by

" withdrawing from a miserable war. We

have lost face by messing around with it
1in the first place.

The winds of freedom are blowing
across the China Sea and elsewhere

throughout the world in a manner and

to an extent almost beyond bellef.
Burely we should not respond with our
Armed Forces whecnever the winds of
change strike a country in southeast Asia’
or in Africa or elsewhere outside our

- hemisphere and sphere of influence. ‘In
‘Vletnam the security of the United States

1s not the 1ssue. Saigon is not and never

- will be an outpost defending Seattle.’

Vietnam very dcfinitely Is of no strategic
Importance to the defense of the United

- Btates.

We should have long since learned that
the outcome of a guerrilla war in the
swamps, jungles, and highlands of south-
east Asia does not threaten the security

+ of the United States. We should, If we

wish, give money, food, or guns, giving
We should withdraw
from Implicating ourselves so deeply into
this conflict converting it into an Ameri-
can war. :

This stcaming jungle where thousands
of American GI's have already been
afflicted with malaria and other jungle
diseases is the worst place in the world
for us to wage a ground war. )

Americans should not blindly accept
“the propaganda coming from Washing-

ton, If mistakes are compounded on.
mistakes,. then the conflict will be ex-

panded and escalated,

In my judgment, our national interest
Zequires a redirection of our policy in
Asia.  We should not be the sole defend-

- ers of freedom as we define freedom in

Asla, The Jolnt Chiefs of Staff and our’
should take a bdck seat when it

to formulating forelgn policy, X
Johnson ym reassert

F

A

-
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’world, thas unless we tan bring the war;
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that clvilian authority must remain su- '

preme over milltary authority. The men

who wrote the Constitution of the United .
States provided that civillan authority in

this Nation must always be suprame over
the military. We should adhere to that.

Any forces we have in Vietnamn should -

be only part of the forces of many na-

tions under the United Nations and for ~
peacekeeping and not warmeaking pure

poses.
Vietnam is a land of breathtaking sea-

coasts, green jungles, fertile rice paddies, °

picturesque mountains—a lovely Garden .
of Eden converted into a hell on earth
by man’s inhumanity to man.

I have just quoted the distinguished ,
[Mr,

senjor Senator from Maryland

'
a
1
T
H

BrewsTer] who revisited the scene of hig |

“youth in the early part of World War IT

when he served as a marine in *ietnam.

Let it not be written by future his- !

torians that American boys dicd need-

lessly in far distant jungles because of °

of politiclians.
confidence in the skill and Intelligence
of our diplomats in trying to scttle this
war as I do In the bravery and hirh

weakness of diplomats and Indifference .,
I wish I had as much -

competence of our soldiers fighting the -

war.

The primary reason for our being in
Vietnam today is our stubborr refusal
to admit a mistake in our attempt to

!

make Vietnam a pro-American and an |
anti-Chinese state, More than nnything °
else, we are fighting to avoid admitting °

fallure. As Walter Lipomann bluntly put
it, “We are fighting to save face.”

The' late President John F. Xennedy
sald, “Transforming Vietnam into a
Western redoubt is ridiculous.”

Sallust, the Roman historlan. about
40 years before the birth of Our Savior

" wrote:

It 1s nlways easy to begin a war, but very
difficult to stop one, sincs its beginning and

" end are not under the zontrol of ihe same

man.

That 13 true now as it wans then.
President Johnson deserves praise for
ordering & holiday i bombin; North
Vietnam while his executive department
officials are seeking to secure an armistice

.

and cease-fire at the conference table

with representatives ¢f the Vietcong or

National Liberation Front, so-called, and

Hanol. :
We Americans should not be 50 mucht,

-Interested in saving face as ir. saving
lives. -

t

l

Mr. President, I yield the floor, Y

Mr. GRUENING. Mr. President, I
congratulate the Senator from Ohio on

his forthright, penetrating speech. I .

think it is one of the most inportant

gress on the war In Vietnam. It deserves
the widest attention, I am happy to wel«

. come the Senator from Ohio to the ranks

of those of us who feel and for nearly 2

volvement there is folly and reprosents a

.statements that have been made in Con- .

|
i
)

" years have stated that our milfrary n- =

|

tragic mistake, perhaps the most tragic ..

ever made by this country. As polnted-
out in the report of our distinguished -

_majority leader, an expert on scutheast

{
i
3

Asia, and our colleaguea who went to °

South  Vietnam and other parts of the

v
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~more destruction and kiliing.

appenvs no prospect except more and
I think
we should get out in the best way pos-
sible and admit that we made a mistake.
Individuals who do this arc honored.
Great nations find it harder to do.

I applaud President Johnson for the
efforts he 1s making for peace, but I feel
he is handicapped by some needlessly -

" unqualified verbal commitments he has

i

made,
Three Presidents did not, as President

Johnson has indicated—I think he is -

mistaken in this—promise military aid

- and establish thereby a national pledge.

P
¢

President Eisenhower offered only eco-

.homic aid, provided certain reforms were
As the Senator from Ohlo [Mr. .

made,
Younal pointed out, It was a very “iffy”
offer, and was contingent upon improve-
ment and reforms in the then Diem gov-.

© ernment—reforms which never took.

5

place. “

During the 8 years of President Eisen-
hower in the White Housc, there was no
military involvement, that is, no Ameri-
cans were sent into combat, only a mili-
tary mislon with an advisory role. Un-
der President Kennedy, we sent military

. advisers, and President Kennedy con-

i

tinued to maintain that it was South
Vietnam’s war—and that they had to
win 1. It has been only in the past year
that we have become involved with our
troops in combat—a tragic mistake.

I hope the speech that the Senator

from Ohlo has delivered will have wide

. circulation. : :

. ator from Alaska.

|

Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. Mr. Presiden
I thank the distinguished junior Sen-
Contrary to what we
sometimes read In the pross, the Viet-
‘nam issue was debated In the Senate dur-
ing the past year; and as we scttle down
to the final session of the 89th Conpress
the debate 1s renewed. There 15 a great
«ifference of opinion among Scnators.

" It is going to be a good thing that all
Scnators debate this pressing problem,

the greatest problem beforec the country *

at this time, and express thelr views.

Mr. President, supplementary to what ;|

I have sald, I have a letter from a con-
-stituent of mine, Thomas A, Gianfagna,

: of 841 Alhambra Road, Cleveland, a vali-

Ks

- know him personally, but he wrote me .

P
-

.

*the Benator yield?

ant young constituent of mine. I do not
as follows: )

DreAR BENATOR Young: I have followed with
great Interest your views on the sltuation in i

; Vietnam. As an ex-QI just recently granted =
.the blessing of rebirth into civilian life and

/88 & veteran of '2 months.service in the con- ;
tral highlands of Vietnam with the 1st Cav- !
alry Divislon, I want you to know that I
- agree with you b9 percent.

.. __AB you say, we are not the policeman of .| -
the world. As you say, the situation In Viet~
“nam is more & civil war than a war of apggres-. |
‘slon or subversion, Thank you for saying '
+1% mo loudly, :

* Thank you again,
. Yours truly,

L. THOMAS A. GIANTAGNA,

Mr. BREWSTER. ‘Mr. President, will f

i ) N
.. —Mr.YOUNG of Ohlo. T yleid. -.

Ca
]
i

~the distinguished Henator from Ohio

.
. Y e . . -
3N VY b
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Mr. BREWSTER., I belleve I heard '
state that the senlor Senalor from Mary- '

N EATIRE
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_three of us spent some time.

.any other lssue, -
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Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. I did so—innd-
vertently. I meant Okinawa,

Mr. BREWSTER. 1 thank the Sena-
tor, because I was {n Vielnam only with -
the Senator {from Ohio and the Scnator
from Nevada [Mr. Cannon], where the
My world
war service took me to Espiritu Santos,
Guadalcanal, Ulithi, Eniwctok, Guam,
and Okinawa, but not until recently was .
I in Vietnam. . .

My own observations are somewhat
different from those of the Senator from
Ohlo, but I appreclate the deep sincerity -
with which the Senator from Ohio ha
expressed his point of view, '

Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. I greatly re-s
spect the Senator from Maryland who
is 8 great Senator. He is one of the he- -
roes of World War II, end he has a fine
record in the Benate. It was a slip of
the tongue when I used the word “Viet-
nam"” for “Okinawa,” because I knew he
was with the Marines who conquered :
Okinawa in World War I1. :

I had two =ons, bolh of whom served
in the Pacific, and Y know something
about the hardships of those fine young ,
men who, some 22 and 23 years ago, '
fought for their country in the Pacific,

Whenever I sce a marine like Dan .
BRrREwSTER, of Maryland, who fought
there, X fecl like taking off my hat to him,

- Of coutse, I readily accept the fact that

both he and Senator CAxNoN have views
.and conclusions somewhat different from -
mine. I know both of them and many
other Senaotrs will express those views :
later this year.

It was not a correct statement for any-
one to assert that the Vietnam situation
and the conflict there had not been de-

At e

bated in the last Congress; and 1t s fair |
to assume that 1t will be fully debated In |

the final session of this Congress. It

" deserves o recelve more attention and no }

doubt will receive more attenﬂon.,than .

1yleld the flook. 3
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