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B ‘AL HARBOUR, Fla., Feb. % - An wawel
come item on the unofficial agenda of the AFL-
~CIO Exceutive Council this week is the question,
of alleged relations between the ATFL-CIO and

Labor Wirtz and AFL-CIO President Meany were
asked about the matter, and both refused to talk
about it du*ectly on grounds of lack of informa- .
tion,

But Mr. Wirtz cnthus:asllcally stresscd Ameri-

X
| SR e
cy of xdcnhfymnr with the needs and aspirations of the developing

- stressed were open and aboveboard,
" Tor his part, Mr, Meany denied absolutely that the AFL-CIO ever -
*received overtures from the CIA, and further said he would be.
. opposed to having trade unions receive money from the CIA.
i, ilere is the way Messers Wirtz and Meany handled the sticky
|- problem which now has exploded upon the counry.
8 Q. “Can you discuss the maiter of government par ticipation or"
1 eo opcxal\on with the activitics of American trade unions abroad?”
SECRETARY WIRTZ: “There has been very exteasive. co-
: operation beiween the Federal Government as a whole and the
. lnbor movement as far as foreign relationships are concerned. I

! have. It is"much easier for a newly .developed country to identify
with the history of the American labor movement than I think with -
any olher element in the American experience and perhaps in the

cxety, a natxonal soc‘

the Central Intelligence Agency. Sccretary of

dmnsd  can labor's important role in the §ﬁr)up diploma- *

couniries, All such relations that he kncw abou{\ h(wevu, hy

: feel very strongly that the American labor union and ils leaders. %
probahly repxcscnt the largest poteutial for .diplomacy that we .’

wond experienoe, The American labor movement Jis-a success’ story
t most ne\vly -

deve]opcd countnes are looking forward to in a world socicty. Tho
ambassadors in overalls, from the American Jabor movement, I
think, are probably among our most effective diplomals. And
therefore, in connection with-the programs we have worked out..
with Lalin Amevica as part of the Alliance for Progress, the.

- programs that are being developed in Africa, involving both .
povernment and private participation and the relalionships: between .-
the private labor organizations around the world and the forcum g
policies of these nations, I find a close working relationship, lnd
one whlch is all to the public good.” P
¢ Q.'“In your reference to labor's international affalrs, you refor- . s
‘red to aclivities that are clearly know, well- kuown. and there ll"“
notlun" furtive abont them. Is that no s0?”

“SECRETARY WIRTZ: "Yes, it'is. My answer is. llmrled anbm‘ly
'to that and I will speak nothing but the view of every singie person
lif tlus countly that we just -don't hke anything (urhve. any of
us O.l
i Q. “Mr. Meany; last week it was revealed lhat the CIA had
mdncctly financed inlernational activilies of , the American
_Newspaper Guiid. Now, do you support the CIA's imvoh ement in’
this area, and are you aware—.’ 4

“MEANY: “I know nothing about it, and 1 wxll not comment unhl
'I know something about it.”
<. Qu“Itas the AFL-CIO received any CIA money—-. L _' i
i» MEANY:. 'Absolutely nol!” -

- Q. “Tiave you, or to your knowlcdge. has anyl:ody else, In ofl'iual'
-%apaexly in the AFL-CIO ever recewed any mvertum from iho-

A2 - -

7. MEANY:, “No. None whatsoevet.". ; '
Q- MAre you opposed to receiving such money from tha CIA?"
MEANY:: \_’es I would be opposed do,it.’0 u,j...‘... 4; CO
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