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Ve.fBeen f‘j}essl than Candld

No one, AWe'! hope, w111 refuse to¥
vote for” Jamies J. Matthews o
Frederic Wi Barnes solely because
of their cognections with the John
Birch Soele Y. s

But we beheve that Both ‘these
Repuyblicar candidates havg:handl-
ed the'problem — it'is, for them, a
probleml — of their affiliation in
such a way ‘as to make the voters
wary. R

On Saturday, Oct 5, Matthews
said for the first time pubhcly that
he was a. member of the John
Birch Society. He said then that he
was “proud’”’ to be a member. Pre-
sumably;-unless certain members
of Arlingtbnians for a Better
County (ABC) had not said he
was a member, Matthews would
have sald i« nothmg about his mem-
bership-or: hl_s pride in it. He has
not listed-his: membershlp in his
campaign llterature nor in his ad-
vertising thus far, - °

The Republican County Boavd
candidate, in. short, acted for a
long time as though he would pre-
fer his membership to be kept a
secret. On Oct. 3, for instance, a
SUN reporter asked him if he were
a member; he refused to say. -

Matthews has also said “I do not
endorse all and .every facet of
statements and actions by some
members of this group.” It would
be interesting 1o know what.

In reply to ABC statements that
he is a Birch member, Matthews
has said that ‘“‘among the ringlead-
ers of this ABC group are soine
whose members appear as’ mem-
bers of the executive board of the

As we say, We » do not “believe
either ot these men should be
either re:ected or accepted solely
because of: Bir"cﬁ’ Society. On
the other Hapd; thel¥ beliefs and
their affiliaf 'ons are important in
helping the voters to miake up their

minds. We beheve¢hey have been .

less than candid.

The Birch Society is a contro-
versial matter, because of both its
membership and the writings of its
founder and leader, Robert Welch

Some : of. the peoplé on” the
society’s ‘National Council” in-
clude T. Coleman Andrews, Spru-
jlle Braden, Clarence Manion and
Col. Laurence E. Bunker. Some of
its “Committee. of Endorsers’ in-
clude Billy .James Hargis, Rep.
Edgar W. Hiestand and Br1g Gen.
Bonner Fellers:s -

It is fairly clear, at least to us,
what the founder and leader of
the Birch Society believes. Here
are some ‘quotes from his'two. chief
works..:,iIhﬁsBluele,g,, '
P%: petd :

~ “And democracy, p’of course, in

government ‘or organlzation, ds the
Greeks and. Romans both’ found
out, and’. ‘;g‘,‘I ‘believe every. ‘ip
in- this- Toem clearly recognizes—
democracy is meérely.a deceptive
phrase, a wedpon'of demagog:uery,
and perennjal’ frs,pd "’em:; s
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‘ “He (forrner‘ President Elsen

hower) is demonstrably one of the
most insincere, vindictive and hy-
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But:for Wp it's sub-
commit B epnoli h So-
ciely ¥ é‘ﬁ ithe JVr nor
antlsemiﬁ ; thit the
society Shi ~adopted

“many. Comfy f Tachniques.” It
also found tfxqt the society had

“unstable’'sy [bers, butidetlared
the ma]orl’cy its’ members were
particularly concerned “about the

National Lawyers Guild.” pocritical human bemgs that ever  advances of’{ w,orld Com unist
As yet, however, he has not seen  ljved.” movement 4 ma & -of
fit to say which ABCers, if any, Commumst by 0 thi
“Our Supreme Court is now so . ,ﬁl} is
are members of the guild. He has strongly arﬁl almost completely un- (.ountry LR AG A
asked this newspaper several der Communist influence that it . Seny : ;-ry Goldwﬁter was, qum.
times to priff his. charge, but hos o persits own precedents and- ; edasy thersoiety:
refused fofilme names. Until he rips gaping-holes in our Constitu- I thin a ose o dem unce
does, we can. only assume the tion, in order to favor Commumst the Birchewrsa will regret ity I've
charges are baseless or potentlally persons.” - R Bob@elch -
Hpelous. “For many reasons and after a are ous — bu};

House of - Delegates candldate
Barnes also has shyedSan
public comment on his Blrch af.
filiation. He said nothing publicly
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