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and claimed 1o have’ been”one sitice
his student” days. Perhaps,” finally
realizing that the orgamzation was
getting ahead of him, he was“{fying
10 stablish his Communist (chcn
tals i oonder to buttress his po;mon
as dender of a0 Communist comitry.
Whatever his reasons may haye becn
Casuo's newly declared devotion to
Comununism did  not  please the
Communtists. His remarks were 'not
iepotted in the Cuban press, and
all references to his  Communist
background were teleted from the
text published in Boliemnia maga-
sine. Furthermore, recent speeches
by Blad Roca and Anfbal Escalante
have hammered away at the need
for  party IO)aJty and democratic
centralivm =ind have atwacked “the
ol ol })crmnahty and the “wivas,
sonps. and slogans” of Fidelismeé.

It rhe current.measures -of - indoc-
trination and représsion -carried on
hv ORI give any evidence of sac-
cessothe way will be cleared for the
cteation, probably later this year, of

A4 more formal polmc,al orgamm-‘
non In a frankly Communisg pres-

. entation over a TV, program calledt
Cuba Acanza, Aunibal Escalante re-
lerted to “the final step”—the estab-
Istiment of the United Party of the
Revedution (PUR). Hesaid that al-
though ORI could be considered
the intermediate step to the PUR
they were actually one and the same.
It was merely a matter of “transi-
tion © The PUR will then take the
place of ORI as the political base
ot Communist power in' Cuba.
When this happens. Castro may
b ta count the days he will rule
g the “maximum  leader” of the
Caban revolution. At this point the
Corsnnenists still need Castro, bt
o e rauch gy Castro needs e
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THF TERM nnssllc gdp " so far as
T know, was coined by a well-
knqwn JNewspaperman several yeas
ago. (3 meant that the Russians
were ‘ahead of us in developing and
building intercontinental ballistic
missiles, whicl.l they would have in
significant numbers* before we did.
It was thought that this sitnation
would cautinue for a long time be-
cause this country had failed o put
eriough eflort into developing long-
range ballistic missiles. But the mis-
sile ap, from the day it becamce a

maizg:r of public concern, had an
unacmumd le  way of narrowing,
(losmg, and, ouasnon.dl\ vanishing

‘alwgether. S

‘Sometimes this was accomplished
simply by official - pmnounccmems.

Sometimes, as in 1989, it was ac-

complished by adding unmanned

‘bambers 10 our predicted, stockpile

of JCBMs while making na compen-
satmg addition to the ‘predicted So-
viet stockpile. Needless to say. the
Missile gap could not be so casily
disposed of. Former Vice-President
Nixon’s assurance in 1959 that the
gap was narrowing was followed by
former cia Director Allen Dulles's
testimony in 1960 that the Sovicts
were widening thefr lead.

IN RFCFNT MONTHS, however, the
missile gap appears to have been
done away with once and for all.
Not only is there no gap, we are in-
formed by the press, but there nev-
er was one, and those who said there
was were guilty at best of halluci-
nation and ar worst of something
like bad faith. Consigniny the mis

o
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stle gap to the “lunbo ot synthetic
issues where it always belonged,”
a New York Times editorial not long
ago declared, “The same forces and
the same Congressional and  jour-
nalistic. mouthpicces who manufac-
tured an adleged bomber gap in the
Nineteen Filties sponsored, and in
deed invented, the alleged missile
pap in the Nincteen Sixues” A
sumewhat ugusual rewriting of his

tony was provided by William -

Swinger in the Chistian Science
Maonitor: . . . the old missilé gap nev-
cv existed except in speculation--
and in politics,” he wrote, reinforcing
thiy claim with the information that
Presidential  candidate  Kfnnedy,
“with an eye to accuracy, referred
very sparingly to the missile gap.
What he mainly discussed, in his
campaign speech 1o the American
Legiou, convention at Miami Beach,
October. 18, 1960, and clsewhere,
was what mlght be tevmed the vul-
nerability gap.” By my count, Mr.
}\vnn(dy warned of the missile Rap
in no less than nine campaign

speeches ]us! among those which

have been rcpnmed To the Amer-

ican L(‘gmn convention in Miami
Beach, he in fact quoted General
Maxwell D. Taylor's statement, "We
are now, r,hrc.uenul with a missile
gap that Jeaves us in a pommn of
potentially grave danger.”

Whether or not there was a mis-
sile gap, it is clear that President
Kennedy belicved there was” So for
that matter did former Secretaries
of Defense McElroy and, Gates and
C.overnory Nelson Rockeleler, amony
others  Relving  on authoritatise
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