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THOMAS W. BRADLN/‘
.« discloses CIA move

i ‘Walter P. Reuther ‘conceded:
!vcstgrday that the United!}’
‘Auto Workers accepted CIA
funds in “an emcrgency situ-
ation” during the rebuilding
jo[ the Europcan labor move-
ment 15 years ago.

But the union since then has
resisted such covert financing

Lo maintain its “independence
and mtomny," the UAW Pres
 jident said,

And Heuther also 1cvcalcd
his brother, Viclor, “emphatic-
ally rcjected” a request (hat
he become a CIA agent under
cover of his job as European
representalive of the CIO.

"1 Waller Reuther's statement,

| issued in Detroit, followed
i revelation by ‘Thomas
Braden thal he created ibe
CIA program of subsidizing
labor unions and student
groups in 1950, Public disclos-
ure of the program carlier
‘this yecar set off a storm of
controversy.

Braden, former aide to the
then CIA Director Allen Dui-
les, said that without the pro-
gram France and Italy might
well have gone Conmimunist,

At his request, Braden said, -

the Amecrican Icderation of '

Labor, "“undertook the job of
bribing some of the Commun-
ist workers” who were sabo-.
taging Marshall Plan cargoes
in Europe. -

“non- Communist union
"France in 1947 when a Com-

‘._ Washington Post Sla.l'l Wrtler .. . fo
" Tstone .md Trving Brown of the

kacrq Umon oxg.amzcd

munist-led  strike in  Paris
brought fears of a government

takeover.

_“Wlien they ran out of

" money, they appealed to ‘the
.~CIA,” said Braden.
:"gan the' secret subsidy of (rce
- trade

“Thus *‘be-

anions which soon
- .spread to Itaiy. Without that

' 'subtudy, postwar history mnght

have "gone very differently.”

(The Associated Press re-
porfed that the CIA would
have no comment on the con-
'tents of Braden's article. A
1 spokesman was quoted as say-
ling: “We had no part in it,
nof any prior knowledge of
thé author's intent to write.
We decply regret that he did
write it

Lovestone has adamantly de-| 8
nied charges by Victor Reuth-
er and others that he has been
involved in the CIA apparatus
in his present job as director
of the international affairs de-
partment of the AFL-CIO. He
has, however, said he {for-
warded information fo inter-
ested Federal departments or
agencies, “as would any patn-
otic Amcrxcan

Similarly, ATFL-CIO Presi-
dent George Meany has de-
nied any knowledge of the

Federation or its affiliates re-

ceiving funds from the CIA,

{although at least two affiliates

— the American Newspaper
Guild and the American Fed-
cration of State, County and
Munieipal Employes—have ad-
mitted doing so in the past.
.The period covered by the
|Byaden revelations, ‘1950 to
1954, preceded ‘the AFL-CIO

“imerger. During. part of this

period the late; William Green,

A

He also said that Jay Love- ,

neadcd the old AFL

ﬂummndor
ini  Braden, former West Coast r

newspaper publisher and one- [ .

.!.!

time nresident of the Califor
nia Board of Education’ who .
unsuccessfully ran for licu:
tenant governor last year, was
interviewed hy the.Los And
geles Times., He also tells luq
story in the forthcoming issuc'
of the Saturday Evening Post.l

Braden said Victor Reuther
“should be ashamed of. him-i
self” for criticizing- CIA ml
volvement in the labor movc‘
ment.

At Victor Reuther’s 1equest
“I personally went to Delroit
and gave Walter Reuther $50,-
000 in $30 bills to influence
labor unions in West Ger-
many,” Braden said. ‘

Braden said ,Walter gave the|
money to Victor Reuther who!
spent it with “something less!
than  perfect wisdom." 'The
money went to German unions
who were alrcady anti-Com-
munist and not. seriously
short of money, Braden said.t

Walter- Reuther 'said Brad-
en's reference to the Auto
Workers werc “incomplete and
misleading.”

Explammg that Eutopean
unions, the first victims of
ITitler's tyrrany, were poor,
weak and vulnerable to Com-
niunist subversion after World
War II, Reuther said, “In this
emergency situation 15 years
ago, the UAW did agree reluc-
tantly on one occasion to the
request to . transmit govern-
ment funds to supplement the
inadequate funds being made,
available by the Amecrlean
labor movement, . ¢

. “These monies were mcrely
added to the trade unionfunds
ta intensify the. education-and

{asked Victor to become a C
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‘. . ‘an emergency situation
undcr way in Europe. The ¢
tent of the programs was in
way affected or altered,
““Following this mcndca;,"}
Waiter continued, Braden:
[A:-
agent, using his position as; !

pn-
no

¢

European representative
the CIO as a “front.”
Victor's rejection of the 'e-

lquest was reviewed hy the
tlate Philip Murtay, then-C O['
president, who agreed wih!
the action, with the earlier’
acceptance of CIA funds apd
with the dceision ‘“not agg in,
to transmit government fun S
regardless of the need or r-
geney,” Reutrer sdid. )
In New York last nig t.'
Braden ‘told the Associat d
Press:

“Tn 'my opmlon both Wal
and Vietor Reuther beha
as responsible and patrio
Amcrican citizens during
time of great crisis for t

. ;
d
al
World, T did not ask Vic

to be an agent, but. I do
lieve Victor-behaved ln a m

1United States.and’ the F;g"; S

organization programs then

‘responsible fashion,”: ' - ! -
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