Approved For Release 2001/07/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R00060033J):()O‘IIéA-t;sb

CRYRGHT

' | ‘Tama KGB
ConversationsN\g officer’

with Philly W

I"hilhy was « (elephone call 1o
uf room at the Leninradske.a
Hptel in Mo ow . one ol i

‘I’ll ngrvellously usly wetding-cahe

Swap bRildings in the Staln Guthoo
e of the nifties,

1 jcked up the welephone

my bOOk d heard o slrange choking

9 o, the same sound. o chek

Krogers aed ddence. The third vme 1

pleked up the telephione and

und, av 11 someone at the
id, on the off-chance, " Mr

FOIAb3b

.

v

ofber cend o was trving (o say
mething. ‘Then the upknown CPYRGHT
fler hune up The sae thain?
Qopened fivie minutes later—-a

-

Pl

DU&ING the glﬂ Jew weeks, philbv? ®  * Speaking’ ™ <l
ave szstent Philby, quite distinctly  thos
umours that the memozrs thie. and after a fow seconds’
i] the Soviet spy Kim Philby pleliminaries. we aranced o
hre about to be published in nfeet in Koom 436 at the M-k
ke West. Philby appears to Itel on Gorky Bodevar ! cthe
kave made a number of con- ?‘ Srulu(lr'u.\}' ol Moscow . at
acts with Western publish- v'elock the same nivht
ng orqanisa!io‘nts anzl therc CPYRGHT I knocked, the door opened,
) y . afd there was Phiths, smibhing

s also evidence that the
M S has been pushed by with  hand  oulstretched. |

fficial Russian sources. N ';T\]’ll")l{.i‘ dand }:fdl?k (»1_{'.(111)» s
\Rcccntly. the Sunday Times The room  was  completely,
tugl'ohf_fered the chance to bhre except for two chars
publish an 80.000-word manu- AP a table on whooh o stood
feript by Philby. After con- al briefease, a bottle of vodhy
'lderaltﬁz. we_de;’;ded t’?at spd two glasses.  The tabiel
e Cou not juste such a sfod byoa waindoy wathoa
step o ou]rselve’i‘. The bhean e ciew oo Moscouw |
uestion of financial reward b e sminime on e
ras not the decisive one— Oty whne wallo e s
*hilby made it clear that he of the hremiroan e dstanee
ras not wnterested in money T s o by

or himself. It teas rather a e ed o Pl T
natter that memoirs from Zir'.'?‘n.r!} d”‘;;‘“ srneR Lere,
his admitted K G B officer, Poaceepted his offer and we

rould only be a deliberate <otown Phiby was dressed

1tlempt IO' dmm_lge W:ES!ET" 1 sports coat ;:mi vrev flannels;
nterests, including Western o s b e
ntelligence organisations. Rl B .Ar deal, aml b ‘ ‘m‘ 1‘ 1]
However, we did take steps LV Cair and by oampoex: n
o ascertain what sort of N T E T T O T
hanuscript Philby was offer- 1 ih speaks evachy oy
ng. It turns out to be not N3 e i K
imply his -memoirs — but wEb o wtoat e eesent ey
lather an indictment of Pl v sy supenors nd
Western  secret  operqtions dre o velivadnes s by
hquinst the Sorviet Union, of b oan our convecsation nvE
i

maned S Doam o serving

9:‘5.55‘ reeks M Jes af the KW G B as vou pro
‘m;L.go w:seei; b«;ga, ’z;lmg by know. He made no secred
sentific feature assignment Continaed on page 2
or the Sunday Times Colour
fagazine. Philby met S#yle
everal times: during these
neetings, Philby made the
cmarkeble suggestion that
e might withdruw his book
| the Soviet sples Peter and
feten Kroger wo#re exchan

or  Gerald Brooke. (The
Krogers were sentemced in
farch 1961 (o twenty years
v espionage.  Brooke wgs
entenced in July 1865 to.a
jear’s imprisonment aul four
@rs in g labour camp.
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Conversations with Philby

Coantinued trom page 1

+f his KG B emplovment an:!
told me at one stage he had
heen on the telephone with his
emploversy.

After Philby  gaid that he
worked for the KGR I tonk the
apportunity 1p make my position
clear: { did not propase 1o con-
duct a formal interview in the
sense of asking him a set of
questions, but gt I held myself
free to writv @nfaccount of our
meceting at Worhe subsequent
bme; and that I did nat think
thiere was any point in our
debating the merits or ather-
wise of Commumsm, or in my
offern: han any comments on
the carcer he had cvhosen. He
said in reply that he would
assume that it was possible that
! oworked for some Western
Intelligence service.  (He subse-
quently sayvd: 1 naturally took
Precautions against any rough
stiff—3yon would not have got
ten vavds down the street.™)
Rut he seemed, at the time,
atle relaxed

We met subsequently at a
number  of  restudrants nenn-
watedd by Philby.  During these
Jonze Russian meals vodka, wine
and brandy flowed freely, and
Piulby  tatked fengthily, even
catpalsively, e as clearly a
sociable tape of drinker and he
seems to have an ron head; I
could detect no change in his
alertness  or  jovialily as  the
watters arrived with relays of
three  hundred  grammes  of
virdhae or s1x Jinmdred grammes
ot Armentan brandy.

The conversalions which fal-
W ok piace nong particnlar
veder, awd 1 present them with-
ol further comment oty cwn.

Gerald  Brooke and  the
Krogers, Philby raised this sub-
ey hmeelf,  spontaneausly

*There was an SDIETesting sug-
ze-hion on The Feonomist! he
sl “The ides was that |
would he prepared to withdraw
My omanuseot of the Krogers
were exchanged for Brooke. If
thar were i fact & eondilion of
tiee Wrozers hemy released, of
cour-e 1 owoeuld withdraw  my

tean
Voarked, s that @ message

for vamegne? Do you want that
Paisoed oon Phithy repher,
CNuat was st an nlea T had

I aoked, * Why are vou so ansi-
tis to make s exchange with
the Krogers? ™

Phiiby: ' Qur position is that
the Krogers are innocent of the
chiarges on which they were
eonvicted. They were persanal,
nar poittical friends of Gordan
Lan-tlale. We don’t dispute that
people like Gardon and Colonel
Abel were our agents, highly
shilled  professionals, but we
cannot agree that the Krogers
were the top-level agen's they
it being represented as, or In-
ed our agents at all except

Hie sense of heing friends

ol Lonalate's”

T oasked, “Dit you  write
Laonsdale’s memorrs?™

Phithy: “Gardon is R very
tadented feliow but he s no

hterary man. I looked aver his
nambeerspt” Continuing on the
Krogers, he said: * We hear that
they are deteriorating in prison.
hroger, we are informed, is
eavered in eczema. The condi-
t.ons they are heing held under
are nhumanly severce”

b osaid, 1 suppose a very
shee eve is being kept on
them after the cscape of ynur
friend Rlake.™ !

Philby: *“ Perhaps. In any
event. we condder this
oxchange could well take place.

b .

adult life. The fight against
fascism and the fight against
tmperialism were, fupdament-

& pity about Brooke, he really
was a silly fellow., He got
involved with the NTS (The

“ People’s Lapour Front”, a aily, the same fight.”
venerable  Russian  refugee Danlel and Smr"‘{. the
fmprisoned writers: “1 ‘was

organisation) ahd they gave him
a list of people to contact who
were supposed to be working
inside the Soviet Union, We
have penetrated what is left of
the N T S s thoroughly that the
very first person he cuntacted
wig a KG B man. All this came
uE at Brooke's trial and is
Veft known in the West.”

T said, * There seems to he a
feeling in the West that Brooke
was more or less innocently
handing out  anti{'ommunist
literature and was grabbed by
Your people in order to exchange
him off for the Krogers.”

Philby: * Well, check it out
with any of your Russian-speak-

completely against it, 1 theught
the whole thing was a regret-
table reversion to the ald spirit.
Of course, they were guilty as
charged, smuggling their
criticism of the Soviet Union
abroad to be published. They
should have got a week in jail,
or perhaps a public censure
from their colleagues in the
Writers' Union. What's the
point of sending them to a
labour <amp? But you have to
make some allowances for what
these Russiang have been
through at the hands of foreign
invaders-——they're sensitive on
the area of their own people

ing eolleagues here in Moscow."  getting involved with
(I did- Philby's version of forecigners. You can understand
Brooke's activities seemed tn even if you don't agree. The
square with the reports of old spirit survives here and

there, but you'll have to admit
these sentences were against
the whole direction things have
been taking here”

His hook. “ My book is about
£0.000 words Jong. No more than
cight pages are political, in the
sense af discussing the maerits

people who attended his trial)

Philby cantinued: “ Now, the
NTS really belongs to the
CILA. It used to he financed
by the 818 but {t was handed
aver to the C1 A some time in
1850. 1 ought to know—it was
me who handed 1t over. This

certainly makes Brooke some of Communism., Qf course,
sory of Western agent, doesn't  many young people became
it? It's up 1o vou and the Communists in the early
Americans to decide who wants  ‘thirties: the question, in my
him back ™ case |s why I remained one, and

1 said: “Are you helping saw it through to the end,
things ateng by ill-treating through the Stalin period and

everything eise. 1 mike my
position clear on these matters.
The main part of my book is
an account of my work with the
SIS, CTA and FBI in my
years in the West. I name
the colieagues I was involved
with, hut not in an unkindly
way, I hope: just setting down
the facts. I think the truth
should come out.”

T sald, " Your superiors must
think this publication will help
the Soviet side.” Phiiby: * Of
course: 1 am a serving officer
of the KG B. Naturally, I say
nothing ahsut my work for the
K G B in my book, and my his
tory becomes rtather genera)

Brooke, as you are reported to
he doing in the West” ™ Philby:
“In the first place Brooke Is
our prisoner and we are freating
him in aceordance with Soviet
Jaws, not your laws. He is being
treated like any other prisaner
would be in his positinn. After
all, he is in prison. You don't
expect to get all this (indeating
a table spread with vodka,
caviare and wine) in prison.
Prisons tend to he unpleasant
places. That's why I always
took good care to keep out of
them."

I asked, " Daes this sugzestion
that you wounld withdraw yaur

hook if the Krogers were ex-
chanzed  come  from your after about 1955—) have to
superiors? think about protecting our own
Phithy: *No, it is my operations after that date"
own idea. | Teel I would Africa. “ One of the happiest

days of my life was the fall
of Kwame Nkrumah——not that
»1I have 4&nything against the
poor chap personally, but ¥
think we made some serious
nistakes there.

” 1 was asked to write a paper
on the  African smm
that we have more, and better generally soon after I srrived
agents than you have., We get  In Moscow—aone of my first jobs
Colonel Abel, a first-clags than’, for tie KUGB here, ag a_rmntter

¢ of fact. 1 took a pgenersily

tike to do whatever 1 can per-
sonally to get these people out.
Perhaps two for one seems a
bad bargain in the West, but we
will just have tp face the fact
that the Western side always
comes out worst in this type of
exchunge, for the simple reaspn

for Gar! owers, who wgr daly

a nllot.‘wfg;- theslsmple resson  ctutious line, By all means

that you have no dne ax good Kives thglse new Afrt&:n states a
! N T able t of Anancial

“t ff e%vove’?l ? m}h:gr ’ usm ald
catch. e will just L] v
up to the facts of me""’”’ "1, on real projets which actually

L exist and Took capadble of shew.
Himself: “1 love !i!e.’évmen Ing results. Bu T warned, don't
and children, food and drink, k. get deeply Involvéd. Np heavy
love 2R that and I want other arms shipments, no complicated
people o hé able to enjoy it technical equipment needing
all ta the full, too ™ saitd Phithy. our people to keep it running—
I asked him how he felt about aircraft, for example. Well, we
leaving his own family. “I did get deeply involved, snd
suppose I am realiy two people” look at the shambles that
he said. "} am a private per- resulted — hig  projects we
son and a political person. Of financed crumbling to pieces,
course, if there is a conflict, the our aircraft never get off the
political person cemes first.” 1 ground, Millisns of roubles
said this sounded one of the down the drain. T was so
bleakes!, saddest things I had to see Nkrumah followed by
heard anyome say for a long the people who are in there
time. He shrugged his shoulders. now, but at any rate T was
i asked how he reacted to the proved right. Our policy In
charge that he was & triltby. Africa now iz watch, belp but
“To betray, you must Arst no deep involvaments.
belong " he said. "I never be- Incidentaily, the Chinese seem
fonged. 1 have followed exactly to hn:a" done sven worse than

snd technical assistance
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