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Russians Hit Spy's Book,
Authenticity Is Questioned
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the publication of “The Pen-| The Soviet reply -said that/ Dot sign a nucear test bani ;" " hcqonoq likely that
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‘Soviet intelligence officer who

to the Soviet Union such con- f0 storie shbout the personal

‘was executed in 1962 for spying.
The Russians, as could be:

cepts as. for instance, the lives of sdme top Soviet offi-

concept of preventive

tive basis.

‘expected, charge the papers are Which in reality is hatched by in the .military—the type of
‘a forgery. Buf many Western certain forces in the West. The knowledge Someone as _well!
‘experts alse subscribe in whole authors of the ‘papers’ appar-:placed as Penkovsky, a colonel

war, clals, moﬁ%;vhom are or were

‘or in pant to this view. - ently assume that any sort of in fhe military intelligence,

In this country, the Russians:slander might be put into the would know-—but which would

thave reacted most harshly
;against the reprinting of the
book in the. Washington Post
and other newspapers. So far as
{is known, no protest has been
filed with Daubléday & Co., the
publishers of the book which
officially comes out on'Friday.
On Saturday, . the Soviet
Foreign Ministry called . the
Post’s Moscow corresponent,
.and told him, according fo the
paper, that ‘‘the papers are a
falsified story, a mixture of
;anti-Soviet - inventions  and
islander which are put into the
:mouth . of a -demasked spy,
‘provocatory  claims  whose
purpose is to denigrate the
Soviet Union, poison the interna-
tional atmosphere, and make
difficult a search tor ways fo
improve  relations  befween:
states.”
_ In addition the foreign minis-
try said if publication of the
“papers” continues, *“we re-
serve the right for .oursélves to
itake necessary measures.”” The:
‘Post today printed on schedule’

traitor’s mouth and that they
could easily get away with
that.” L

Many Western experts doubt
that Peikovsky actually sent
ouf the papers which_the book’s
editor, Frank Gibney, describes
as “a series of hastily written
notes, sketches, ang: comments,
begun early in 1961, ... The
last enfry ... was written on
Aug. 95, 1962.”

Gihney said in the ‘hook’s
introduction that about the time
of Penkovsky’s arrest on Oct.
22, 1962, ‘‘the papers were
smuggled out of the Soviet
Union to an Eastern European
country, From there they were
transmitted to Peter Deriabin,
himself a former defector from
the State Security Forces,
who undertook the long perlimi-
nary work of translation and
selection. Their authentjcity is

be of only marginal importance
to Wesfern intelligence.

Little “Hard” Information

The | ook contains  little
“hard” .intelligence information
-—the kind that ,would probably
‘not be réleased by an intelli-
gence agency. It contains a
good deal of speculation and
rumor._ that_ every agency re-
ceives from its agents but has
tg be discarded. :

‘Gibney “said Penkovsky’s
main achievement was his

plying of up-to-date informa-

bLD
Fr%n about Russian and East

German military plans during
the Berlin crisis of 1961-62. He
also  suggests that Penkovsky
contributed information on the
buildup in Cuba, which only
became a crisis the day before
his arrest. <7 1M :
% Soviet officials believe there
is some cOrfection with the

beyond quesiion.”
Those who question its au-

giblication now of the “Papers”
sand the interngtional scene,
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transliteration '

‘Moscow’s part that The Post is
fworking in tlifs insfance as an
agent of the U.S. government—
something the Post denied in an
editorial yesterday.

The question is raised, howev-
er, as to who was responsible
for the ‘‘papers” falling into
Gibney's hands. ¥ intelligence
,agencies were responsible, as
some -observers believe, then

created by British and Ameri-
can intelligence services, & view:
subscribed” to many Western

experts.

The embassy disputed one
specific  theme . {hat runs
-throughout the book.

Penkovsky is purported to
have wriften many times that
the Soviet high command, from:
‘Nikita S. Khrushchev on d{;wn,l

i irst
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i was the publication approved at.
ervent Anti-Communist ithe highest levels of govern-}
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views attributed to penkovsky‘gcommentanes that preceded:
who appears as a fanatical anij-: €ach chapter of the ‘“‘papers,”

Communist who beJieved the! has written_several books in the

West was letting fits guard down {past and is former magazine ;

try
IF

P

«

in the face of an .immense|editor, Ry
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