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- L aunched C oupiBecauseI

|1fyr-Howdrd P. Jones '

i ' Chancellor of the East-
. Lthe Um‘versityA o,z Hm: o e s
- {-United States Ambassador to Indonesia:.

. from February, 1958, to 'last June, The". |[It 18 noteworthy that the ¢
 Washington Post invited him to com. ‘|pnd No. 3. Co
‘ment on developments at D
- cause_of his long experience there,

. [/ WONOLULU—Although the situation

s in Indonesia is still fluld and re- Bhey passed the American Embassy, a
Q‘remains somewhat unclear, partly be..: kw of them yelled, “Long Live America.”
I cause communications. with the outside v | : : X
- world have not yet been compietely re-%’.._;
t stored, the picture that is beginning to ',
. emerge may be summarized as follows: ‘-'_,f‘ |
i e An attempted coup d'etat was ;- 4
.V launched against President Sukarno=: il
i and his government by a left-wing ele-:"
ment led /by Lt Col. Untung, a .relaf,‘jg*
[ tively unknown battalion commander: -
: in the palace guard, _ e
' e The coup came within an inch of/ i
# sticeeeding through the assassination of:," it

»might well have’ succeeded: had not: i
/ Defense Minister Nasution and a

S
sts, led by Gen."! k4
ntly in control as

from Dja* ito

[ nated, most of them
| were given heroes!
-|'karno publicl
" although he

jokarta be.\{meeting, -

-

il the circumstances
tempteq coup.
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. It|vas-this baseless ac

onellota of truth’
R | AR

A Typical Explanation i
fHE FOREGOING' summary leaves”
L. more questions unanswered than:
nswered. The first unknown quantity >

in this or in the sfcuga: '

‘ﬂlgji]lgﬁgﬁgs}iéiiji]i.

..\ ® The Indonesian pabinet denouneed
: —__"+|[the
West Center at ; derly a

A tmosphere but did not condemn’:
ail, Jones -was

® Two days later, anticommunist
femonstrators burned down the Com-
unist headquarters in. Djakarta. As;

Col. Untung attempted to explain hist:
ove in the first hours when it ap
pared that it might succeed. He ac-
dqyscd Indonesian military leaders, who ™'
i ' ‘said were’working with the Ameri-.

six of the top military command, It." cin CIA, of planning a coup against Su-};,
- kfirno Oct. 5, Armed Forces Day.

: ' ; 1'espential for the left wing to get
|§1 number of ‘other senior generals alsa

|, marked for assassination acted fast in
E‘;a dramatic counter-coup, . '
¢ The anticommuni

- b Nasution, are appare
b of this writing. < v
" ® President Sukarno Is safe in his
-palace at Bogor, 40 miles
,karta, He has made one
. ance and two radio bro
.his people to be calm a
.} in the restoration of order. S
he six top army generals assassis + ‘ou
‘anticommunists; *;

funerals' and Su-:
ned their slayers;
not'{ix the. blame o

merican motlon '~
ure industry in Indonesia, who was
ong of the best friends the country had. ;-
" “fhe Communist- press hounded him*-
of the country,. dinning into the v, seeks, - -
pedpble’s ears the: charge that Palmer &
waf the:leader of the CIA in ‘Indonesia - 5
ang . was .Involved “In a‘ conspiracy " 'have no: idea how .
aganst the government, There was 1ot be,. Newspaper, co

L

ountry’s No.2
mmunists w_e:je at the

It was* fe
there *
' filst, was the gist of his story—typieal ®
jnmunist propaganda. - '
e alleged CIA plotting against Sus’
o had been the theme of the Com- .
nist chorus for nearly a year before'"
myf resignation as Ambassador June 30.,
cusation tthat led

= to|khe threats against Bill Palmer, rep

public appear-'! rebntative of the A

adcasts urging,”'pid
d to‘cqoperate",;:g

o
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'
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_ There have been’
Sukarno . was ailing

t Fels

.. CPYRGHT i

. Sukarno. .- ‘
""An American ambassa
ry i the representatiy
dent of the United Stat
Vof the United States Go i
.that “country reports to him. This hag:
‘been true for years, so I
authority -on thig point. -

dor in u coun- ¥ |.
e of the Presi-/J

es: Every agency .3 )
vernment within -y -

speak “with ] .

‘A Race for Succession: ' i
IF THE REASON given by Untung
. for the timing of the-cou ‘
cious, this leaves unanswe
tion as to why the left-win
that particular. moment

‘ 2v.coup. The real story
that led up to the vy known, but it might no
I J'j;"fetched to Teason as follo‘ws: o PR
. Presidént Sukarno was 64 ori June 6.’y
At various times in recent years, he has.
- been reported in ill health. It was no-:3
Djakarta that the race for suc.

p was spe-".]

g group chose.*].
to attempt a
ay néver be’

' gecret in
"..cession. was on, , L
The PKI leaders were known to be |
arful ‘'of the' moment when Sukarno !
“would step off the stage. At that point, {
- a-struggle for power betwe
“.»and the Indonesfan military appeared
inevitable, with the mili
7 bigger muscles.

Some six months ago Afdit, the Com.§
munist boss in Indonesia
arming of the peas
resi§t ‘the British
1-forcey defending
donesian threats, Aidit, o
preparing for the.mo
would have to f

en the PKI:
tary having the Rz
L

. called'for,i
ants and workers to.
-Malaysian military.’
a against In.:
f course, wag:
ment when .he
ight for the power he

recent réports tha‘,
~again, although I
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