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A Secret Agent?

Did Oswald bui |dup
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Once back on American soi! Views Of a SeCUI‘H'y exper'l‘ ‘

" in mid-1962, Lee Harvey Oswald _
began drifting about from plac§| M Tdward Lllis Smith, fornier . when he shol President Jonn CPYRGHT
to place and job to job, trailingi Wrmy, State Department and F. Keunedy. :

- an image of a rabblerouser anqi Central Intclligenze ‘Agency  In the last of a series of ex-
- unreformed Marxist. a CIA) security-intelligence of- - clusive articles in today’s
After a fling at passing ou} Ficer, believes accused assas- Times, Smith speculates on
' " “Fair Play for Cuba’ literaturq{ bin Lee Iarvey Oswald was Oswald’s espionage assign-

.t W

- on New Orleans street- corners trained Soviet agent, al-" ment after returning to tho
he finally settled down in Daly| though not acting on orders United States from Russia. CPYRGHT
J_m’as' : VY S S S S—
| ¥ Texas School Book Depository, ““Smith, who is not lacking inja mail-order _rifie was -Lat vom] NO PROSECUTION = ¥
“~-°|- and rented a room in town, knowledge of undercover work,|/Chicago. All these things he did, ace|

- commuting to the suburbs on|believes Oswald’s assipnment| In order to operate withoutlsordins to Smith, but the Jus-
weekends to visit his wife and was routine and that it proved|detection, Oswald had to haveltice Ditr)artmént,'headed by
child. «extremely frustrating tc him.|a “‘cover.” According to Snuth'latty, Gen. Robert F. Kennedy,

o was home after 214 Oswald was in a hurry He de-[that “cover” or “legend build-1dig not prosecute i

" years .. Russia. -How he man- manded action. ing,” as the Russians call it, be-)] sSmith  further . wsumes the:

" aped his international travels sor. Smith has little doubt, cither,!gan to take shape before he|FBI w-.. satisfied Us. - was
easily, returning home with a'that Oswald was mentally un-{left the Soviet Union. jsome kind of “nut” w. 4
Russian bride, has opened the balanced, probably a schizoidj It began to take shape wheninot warriat a 2-nn.
gates to a flodd .of speculation; personality — a type not unusu-Oswald wrote letters to hiS |Howeve. he was ) :

- by Edward Ellis Smith, al in undercover wirk. .imother, {o a conservative TeX-iport. much like oo

Smith, 42, of 1849 Webster -i.,j 0swald went to Dallas, nearjas senator and to the secretary:rpie¢. to an .FBi « - I
Palo Alto, is 4 former U.S. se-|the center of many space andjof the Navy, expressing &is-|gx montts for an iniesv . .
curity-intelligence officer- with|defense installations, perhaps tojsatisfaction with life in the So-{carried the name of a L. @
service in the Army, State De- "se_rvice a dead: drop,” Smith|viet Union and a desire to re-jrgR] agent in his noten

i partment and Central Intclli-|believes. A ‘“‘dead drop” is a|turn to the place of his birth. {Smith recalls,

i gence Agency. - - |place — sometimes a rock, a| But once he arrived, Oswald| Time wore on and Uswaid -

i his career, he has spent[book on a crowded public libra- immediately began giving the {came more and moi BEREER
=1 years in Moscow, speaks{ry shelf or a pos. office box impression he was “nutty as a |with hiz passive 10.. -

cian fluently ‘and was the, - stered under ag a.... fruitcake . . . a rabblerouser iresentiul. He. proo. '
i wi full-time State Departmeni: ther apents, perbaps work- « + @ drifter . . . a nut.” Thissheard from his sup> - :
securlty officer of the Ameri-l.; in the defense and space in- Was part of his “cover,” Smith-/long time. He began -
can Embassy in Moscow. -stallations, forwarded informa- believes. - ilngred. He had to du son:
TRAINED AGENT tion to the “dead drop” seryv-| Oswald must have com. un-jiabout it

Smith has concluded from theficed by Oswald. He in turnider FBI scrutiny on his reurny Smith says it is not un.
known facts of Oswald’s lifepac.od it on' elsewhere, Smifh!in Mid-1962, Smith assumes. It'lfor undercover agents to .
from 1959 to 1963 that the ac-lspe utes. /is possible Oswald was subject:|impatient. '
cused .ssassin of President ,Tolm{ FALSE NAME ‘to federal prosecution for using} *“When Oswald’s impatier. *
F = suedy was a trained Soviet| Fe ‘observes Oswald main- & Pretext to get out of the Ma-|jgot the best of him, he dashed:
ag. T {taincst @ post office box in Dal- I'NeS. in 1959, for: passing mili-jjoft to Mexlco City. Soviet agen:s,

He does not believe, hawever, | las -wier th"allas “A. Hide]l,” 18y information ta the Russlans:iare taught never to contact Rus-’

that the dastardly act was com-|/it «.s to' “X: Hidell” an d that-j;and for claiming he had nevertsian embassies or consulates in,

mitted on ordegs of the Krem-|\very same post oifice box that sworn alleglance to | anothery, .ountry in which theypare.
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" “So Oswald went to the Sovieti:, o oretation he Facts Tor
; S inferpretations of the facts for
Embassy in Mexico City, even whatplhey are — based on his

though he presumably was : ; ;
; . ; : ence d knowl-
aware the embassy was under special expericnce an oy

; : a ) > iedge.

%ﬂ;:]hx;lca_l and physical survetl—l Nor, he claims, is he out to!

ranc " :bolster the views of the John,
WHO ARE YOU? 'Birch Society or any other cx

. “He probably basged in andjtremist groups declaring ‘he
waid, ‘U'm Oswald and I want to|president was the victin: of =
know what's going on.” Thelcommunist plot.

embassy people  probably re-l  t: potes a “sophistiraied i~
plied, ‘We never heard of you.” vrerion” must be mude betwee:.
I Angry,”. Smith contintes, el tawald T vovict agent and O
went next to the Cuban Embas-'y i th L.der, frustraled, mex-
sy in Mexico City. He niay evex, ily wabalanced individual whn,:
'have attexoted fo-oblain a .o on his own. de :ided lo take tha:
‘for Cuba. ¥ i well known ihere life of the Yresident of the Unit-:
ace severs: high-ranking Soviet! . Staies.

Hntely..non wople in Cuba. But,; “vith asks only that whatevet
agar . wald apparently was'' facts, whether they coincide
br ot i1y hi§ conjecture or mot, thé

-AYS Snlith, “Thig \f\ras§;:\‘1xellcai? .people beglven a]l . . . e

i was when Oswald prop- e details.

@ decided, ‘I'll show them. B

dake them take notice of
Harven, Oswald.”

retv .su o Dallas, By ()c-|.

Hicially announced

Coanedy would vikit

-1 Nov, 22. A Tew days

+isit, Dallas news-

vl the roufe 1he!

wotorcade  woul:

t

ade would i . b
g ol ke onEE
ary Where Do

~-a the soute 00 4

- his rented room.

- unexpectedly ar-

: suburban  home,
- " was staying.

. ning, Friday, he
<« .own with a neigh-{
¢+ way a wrapped pack-
Ay - b he explained con-i
asnea window shades. D
.1 years had passed since|
s smosggy Los Angeles day,
wher. i.cc Harvey Oswald obh- ' .
winiad a passport as the first :
siep in a macabre journey that
znded Nov. 22, 1963, on the sixth
floor of an old, red-brick build-
ing in Dallas. .

Ag an anticlimax, Oswald was,
shot iwo days later by Jack
Ruby, ‘aDallas nightclub opers ‘ ;
ator.Qswald died with a.;s’n‘eas‘ ’

X

on, his lips, for'he had divulged,

hothing to police. 7 TS
$mith isn't out to win any.con-',

veris to his view..He offers his
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