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Ot(’pka s Role

Nof Deputy Under Secretary <f .
| William J. Crockett before the

The Associated Press story:
on the case of William A.
Wieland, carried by The;
Washington Post this morn-:
,ing, creates. the false impres-,
.sion that Otto TI. Otepka’
“cleared" Mr, Wieland in Jan-?
uary 1962,

Referring to the tcst1m0ny4

Scnate Internal Security Sub- -
committee, the story:says: ;-
/' *“The deputy under Secreldry =
told the subcommittee the:
f{irst {favorable determination
in the Wiecland case, in Janu-
ary, 1962, was signed by Otep- |
ka, even though he told the
subcommittee 18 months later -
an August 1963, that he ques-.
tioned Wieland's 'jud;;‘ment .
cand integrity. ”

Apparently the testimony o£
aur. Crockett to which the sto<’
L ry refers is his stalemcent, at®
page 99 of the {ranscript, Ll at”
| the “file indicates that the’
CSC “was notificd hy lcttcr

dated January 29, 1952, that a’
favorable determination had
‘been made in Wicland’s ecase.’
This letter was signed by Mr.
Otto Otepka.” D

Contrary to the impression .
created by your stovy and hy
‘Mr. Crockett’s testimony Mr.
Oteplka did not clear Mr. Wie-
land in January 1962, or there-’
aiter. Mr. Otepka has testified
before the Internal Security:
Subcommittee that prior to
January 29, 1962, he made neg-
ative findings with respect to
Mr. Wieland's judgment and -
integrity, In view of these
findings he submitted the
matter to his superiors for-
[their deeision. Thereafter, ace
cording to the tostimony, a f{a-:
vorable determination in M.
Wieland’s case was made by
Mr, Otepka’s superiors. The-
letter to the Civil Service
Commission dated January 29,°
1962, signed by Mr' Olepka,
was merely a formal notilica--
tion to the Commission of the
final determination made ‘by»
the Department of State. It
was not in any sense a ktate-:
ment of -Mr, Otepka's vicws,
or a determination or “clear.
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Attorney for Otto ¥ Otepka,
" Washington. - " "
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