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‘Otepka Fired b

y State;
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OTTO F. OTEPKA
g fired by State Dept.

internal security.

Senate Probers Protest

By Vincent J. Burke

the State Department’s top se-

terday for giving confidential
Department information to
the Senate subcommittee on
The . decision, presumably
proval, was promptly de-
nounced by Sen. Thomas J.

he would ask Sen. James East-
land (D-Miss.) td

subcommittee and its
parent, the Judiciary Commit-
tee.

Under regular procedures
Otepka will continue to
collect his $16,900 a year

The Los Angsles, Tines
Otto "F. Otepka, 48, one of

curity officers, was fired yes-

made with White House ap-

Dodd (D-Conn.), a member. of
the subcommittee. Dodd said

call « an
“emergency meeting” of the
Senate’s Judiciary Committee
‘to consider the implications.”
{ | Eastland is chairman of both
j | the

~ Tpartment witnesses in a secur-

salary until the Department
disposes of his expected
appeal. Otepka could carry
the fight for his job to the
Civil Service Commission, for
which he once worked, and,
ultimately, to the courts.
“We'll take every available
appeal,” Otepka’s lawyer,
Roger Robb, told a reporter.
Since the first year of the
Eisenhower Administration, |
Otepka has served as chief of}
the division which evaluates
State Department personnel
to insure that none are securi-
ty risks. i
The Eastland subcommittee!
Has been - critical of the De-!
partment’s security proce-

dures. i

Otepka was charged by the;

State Department on Sept. 23:
with~ “declassifying” confiden-!
tial documents and with pre-
paring questions for J. G.i
Sourwine, the subcommittee’s
chief counsel, to ask State De-

1ity case before the subcom-
mittee.

i In g l2page reply, Otepka
iackn’owleageﬁ “that ‘he had
isupplied the subcommittee |

‘with confidential Department |
information. But he insistedf
that he had not violated the
“spirit” of security regula-
tions.

Otepka’s reply added that
he prepared a memorandum
for Sourwine, including “exhib-
its” from Department {iles,
after his Department superior,

to the subcommittee which “I

Moreover, he said, he met
with Sourwine .after worxing
hours to discuss alleged —“con-
flicts” in Reilly’s testimony re-

l1ating to the subcommittee’s

inquiry into the secur'\ty eval-:
uation of William A. Wieland,
another Dépdtifierit employe.

Wieland was. accused by the,
sdbcommitiee last vear ofi

lackin%{f;integrity and general

suitaBTHHY™ for his role in the;
intelligence assessment of Cu-|
ba's " Dremiet .Castro. |
Wielan® “Wio on the|

Department payroll, was de-
fended by President Kennedy.|

i Two weeks ago Secretary of

State Dean Rusk was ques
‘tioned by Eastland’s subcom-
‘mittee at a closed door
hearing about the reasons for
the Department’s actions
against Otepka. Fastland said
after the hearing that “the

spowers of Congress are at

|John F. Reilly, gave testimony [

“stake”. and that he intended
“uyo protect Otepka by every;

knew to be incorrect.”

means at my command.”
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