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State Department Denies Rusk

cpvrayr  Interfered in Quster of Otepkai
| | FOIAb3b

}

|

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21j EIETET v
z Mr. Cramer, toll security offi-{
that Mr. Rusk had said}
i1l sweep the place clean™!
tortions, inaccuracies and mis-fto rid the department of any
leading references” about itslemploees disloyal to the
sepiflty division and the activi-|Secrejary. c
g,u %l?f Secretary of State Dean] Th department sald Mr.

o Crockptt “madé no reference to
e department #aid the Fldr- £ :

g sweerfing the place clean” nor
ids “Republican had used “dis-lwas there any reference to the
térted information” from Irre-JOtepHa case except “the fact
spohsible sources ~when heltn tHe normal administrative
charged that Mr. Rusk by-procepses.”
passed proper administrative]™
procedure to secure the recen i
otister of Otto F. Otepka, 3 Beld Thirkield, - the depart-
security officer. Mr. Otepka wagmentfs press officer, sald he
charged with passing contidendhad Heen authorized to say that:
tial information to unauthorized Its|security office “is not in-
persons. vesti¥ation the employes of the
““The department also deniediSenafe Internal Security sub-
Mr, Cramer's assertion “that ita comnhittee.”

CPYRGHT

gency Denies Charges

seclirity officers were engageq) “The department is not in-
in investigating members of thqlvestiating psychological test-
gtaff of the Senate Internal Sefling lpaks.’

curity subcommittee. Mr. Ot}| “ak no time did Mr. Crockett
epka. is alleged to have givelisay Fhere is a ‘second under-
the information to the sublieroupd’ inthe office of security.”

o

committee, the charges were con-
The State Department state|taindd in the megmorandum Mr.
ment gaid: ~ Cranper said he received. v

“It is regrettab}e that the| M4 Crockett, the departmen
Congressman did not come iplstardment said, called together
the -department for verification|ine"kecurity officers “for the
of the ,’j,nforma.tion passed t purppse of expressing to them |
him by a:source he has not iden} |¢ho*|ecretary’s confidence in!
titied oLow Department’s - security!
«Contldentfal’ Memo Cited | |forc 8.7 R
. On Thursday Mr. Cramer r4 *efne security chiefs were
leased whatdgg‘sgid was a “cor-{told| that if there were policy;
fidential memorandum” from ap|P¥o éms on which they or thelr!
‘“ynimpeachable , source’” dd sub rdglaéte templfoyes cguld not
i eetithg on Nov. sfaction from their im-
i‘%ms):c!gri%ymoffice%s with Wi}~ ate superiors, Crocket was
lam J. Crockett, deputy undgri€ z T to {:;we such 1ni'ormati=on!
ieci'ftary of state for a.dm;‘rti = iil gg;l wi tﬁvglle g?c';gg:ry c{;
on. . ) !
'hen meeting took place,’ lve such problems if neces-‘l
State Department said, but tielsar] # the department declared.!
discussion was not as reported
by Mr. Cramer. .
The department said &
affair “underlines ‘the proble
presented when' misleading -
distorted information 1s passed
by sources acting irresponsibly.”
1t described as ‘‘absclutely
false” any suggestion that Mr.
Rusk “has interfered in the
normal administrative proce-
dures” in the Otepka case.
| "Mr. Otepka has appealed his
idismissal - as chief of the
‘division .of Evaluations of
Security .Information. His case
may eventually go to Mr. Rusk
for review. The Secretary has
the authority to reverse the
‘the decision of his subordinates.|
Mr. Crockett, according tol
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