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-ate mvestigators learncd today

‘Politically,

‘department, have been trans-
ferred to a special project de-
‘scribed to them as “‘politically
texplosive.” "

The five employes In the spe-

itheir new assignment was ““top’
{ B JTeveal it to anyone,

top-side, including express .-
rections from the White House,”
9 they were told.

project” was reported to in-
;volve an inquiry into the com-
munist connections of aliens
: who associate with state de-
u partment employes.
' Hidden Significance

The ‘transfer, In the opinion
of investigators, had hidden sig-
.nificance. It marked the trans-
-fer from the bureau of security
.of the last four remaining mem-,
ibers of the staff which once,
‘worked under Otto F. Otepka,!
former deputy diréctor -of the.

This quartet was reported to
have protested that the reas-
signment was, in fact, predi-

with and support of ' Otepka,
who was dismissed by the state:
department last ycar after he
gave testimony to the Senatle
internal security subcommittee
‘about lax 'security conditions in'

g

his discharge but the state de-
partment has .delayed giving
‘him' the hearing o which he is

entitled under the law, , -

3

that five high-ranking employes |
‘of the office of security, state’

cial review branch which spe-’
‘cializes in Lhe evaluation of se-.
curity risks were informed that :

*Poiitical Dynamile’

The Senate subcommittee and
the siate department h:}ve.
been engaged in conflict for two
years. Scores of secret h_g;u_'-
ings have piled up bulky .evi-
dence on conditions in" the
state department. Two state
department officials*have been
forced to resign after exposure
of their perjury in these hear-
ings. )

Members of the subcommittee
are now convinced that the

Istate department is attempting ! the

o delay issuance of a subcom-

November elcetions. A Dema-
cratic senator  described . the
evidence as  “political dyna-
ilmite.”

Four of the .five employes,!
ow assigned to a “special,
j[project”” and.therefore removed!

' . st
‘ffrom work in connection with:

ecurity risks within the de-|
‘partment itself, were original
nembers of a staff organized
n May, 1981, as the result of a
Hirective issued in November,
960, by then administrator of
. fhe security bureau, Jon W,

cedures.

mittee ‘report ‘until” after thel In April, 1962.

it was learned, admitting ‘that’
166 of the 258 ‘‘serious cases')
were still in state department.
employ and that a -special two-:
man panel was reéxamining the’
cases. The report expressed

confidence that all those in-'
‘volved had been adequately’

“cleared” under secu\rity pro-
[

The project initiated by

‘Hanes, the last security chief,

under the Eisenhower admin--i
istration, was suspended under |
Keénnedy administration®

and permanently .abandoneg;

Dissolution Is Accomplished 4

One member of the special |
review staff was transferred’
in January, 1964, to Memphis,

Tenn., as an investigator, All 4

others, since January, 1962, |
have been assigned to routine |
evaluations with respect lo.new |
State  department employes. i
The dissolution of the staff;
has now been acmmplishscl,'hy'S

| transfer to -the “special proj-!

ect.”
Otepkd, meanwhile, incurred
the - hostility of his superiors

_Secret” and admonished not (o'

“This has been directed from,

Hanes Jr. : lin 1961 by noting irrcgulari-
Reéaxmine Security Files ties in the procedures used to.
This staff was placed under: clear William A, Wieiand, a

- The reassignment was effec-
tive last Monday. The “special

‘offica of security. ]

cated upon their association cghnectiong, he sald, was sub- |

his bureau. Otepka is fighting

fhe personal supervision of
tepka. Its mission was to
ndertake a reéxamination of
Il security files of state de-
artment emploves, beginning !
iith top ranking officers. The
les were ta be up-dated and’
w leads sought for insurance'i
that persons in a position to
ake or influence policy were
t ‘potential security risks. |
The new review contemplated
that careful attention would be;
ven to more than 800 cases |
upcovered in the last review|
1 in by the late|
Sgott McLeod, then securityi
chief,
IcLeod urged his superiors. |
1| the Eisenhower administra-
t§ n to pay particular atten-,)
tign to 258 of these cases where 1
the evidence of communist |

stgntial, .and the position held'
byl the state department of-]
figer was at a top level, He|
Higs spy case.’ S

166 Still in Department -
hen. the subcommitiee .
ned of this report, it was,.
firsl, refused information-
the slute department. A

le
at

by

.- Iredlly_ hag now‘been; delivered,
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siate department officer, who
had a hand in shaping United
Stales policy, toward Cuba, both-
before and after Casiro's take-
over.

This was followed in 1962 by
a clash with high officials gver
the granting of 152 securlty’
“waivers"” by Secretary ofj
State Dean Rusk to’ high-rank-
ing state department person-
nel. This process, skipping the:
customary securily investiga-
tion, had been invoked only five-
times during the Eisenhower.
administration, .

In 1963, he was fired for ‘con-
duct unbecoming a state de-|

partment officer” afler he gave,

some classified material to the:
Senate subcommittee. Hé has

remained on full salary, iso-' '

Jated in-the state departmeat,;
since-he cannot be officially re-
moved until he has the Learing.
which he has. been denied for-

wirned against another Alger,_’.mﬁgxwﬁmﬂzx'.rk. i ey il
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