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GOP to Steal
L.BJ Thunder

y ROZERT S. ALLEN
and PAUL SCOTT

Mr, An:m

. depaltment's

of Ofepka havs

TS JULdIl UCHIAIAGTLS OIC 31
November 1963. While still on the
payroll, Otepka
has becn given no work, Friends
raised a legal
defense fund of $13.000 o fight
his case to the end . . . Edward
McCommack, unsuccessful - Deme
eratic candidate for Massachus-
elis governor, can have a high-
ranking job in either the Justice
Rapactment or the Defense De--

WASHINGTON House Re- .
House Republican leaders are .
planning to propose some exten-:
sive Sucial Secwrity changes ol

their own in the incoming Con-

- PreSs.
Sponsoring the move as g ma- =

joo  anti-poverty imeasurc, GOP

members on the House Ways &

Means Committee will vigorous-

iv seek to hike the minimum Su-

al Security payment to $70 a
month.

As now draﬁftéd, this proposal -
would add $26 to the present .

$44 monthly minimum. Minimum
benefits for families would be

_raised from $66 to $106 a monih.

Scaled increases will- also be

advocated for all levels above

these minimus up to  maxi-

qum  benefits, which would be

M ot at $168 for mdwlduals and
758 for families.

’I‘hese increascs, to be offeved |

before President Johmson makeq' Moyers disclosed this. to col-

Lol bonefits,"

“Tnerense |widow's benelii rate |
to_ 100 prr et of the husband's
P el

“Reduce Jrom age 77 to 70
fime after prhich earnings will

snot be condidered as limitation ' Jarde number of Rusiians are’
i:}m g allowed to emigrate toA
Joir] - relalives. in Canada. -

“Raise  {lje annoal  eamings
Hmitation ¢ 32400 from the
tpresent §1.500.° s

No price fag is put on these

parfment.  President  Johnson
mafle the offer to Speaker John

’\Tc Pormack, D-Mass,, during a

felephone talk. V[cCormack is a:
neahiew of the Speaker . . . A’

i

 revisions in bite—pobee—eommrit
tee memorandum,
stales that the “financing” will
be discussed in- another presen-
tation. ’ -
Lrgsident . Jolwsop... is....again
looking for a . press smetaxy
White™ Tiouse  assistait Bili
Moyms, now doubling as press .
Ay and general assistant,
has told the President he would .
like  another job, preferably a:
 diplomatic assignment.
Although usually: tlght‘hpped

s own proposals in the Stalc{ leagues on the White House staff

ox‘ the Union message in Janu-
ary, are ihe principal recom-
mendations in the Soclal Securi-

the Republicans.
The new rates, the most lib-

“eral ever sponsoved by GOP
" Ways & Mecans committeeman,
"have the backing of House Re-

publican leaders.

Still angry over President-

Johnson's blocking action in the

-~ racent Congress after he had.
announced his intentions of rais-,
ing  Social Security payments,,
GOP leaders plan’ to  demand '

hearlngs on their plan. immedi. .

ately after the new Congress or-
" brother, whom he persuaded to.

ganizes.

Ty put their program before
the public, a ‘‘white paper” on:
Social Security will be issued

before Congress colvenes—prob-

ably around January 1. Also.

speeches are Theing prepaved
"for GOP Ilegislators when Con-
- gress meets,

As outlined in a Republlcan
House Policy Committee wmem.

orandum, ofher Social securitv;

recsmmendalions favored by the !
Ways & Mcans. committeomen |

o are;

“Blanket in at age 65 all per-
sons not now eligible for Social
Sccurity at a minimum rate,
and authorize a means test for
such ' recipients where theit in-

~comes are above the. so-calied
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wiry were with him -duting the
. President’s Asian trip.

In these talks Moyers said he
v package being prepared Dby. tud explained to the President!

! that he wanted to stay in gZov-
‘Nnmont but to get away from
* the ausll)ng pressures of White
jIIouse service.

Moyers -stressed he had . as-
wsuved the President he would:
not leave until his replacemeént,
had been found . Moyers 1nd1-{
cated an importan! diplemaftic!

year, but gave no hint about it.

Administration  insiders  say,
Moyers has not been lumself
since the vecent death of his!

' become a member of the White}
"House staff. Moyers will be the!
“third 1o leave the job of press:
secretary under President Jolm-
son,

The first was Pierre Salmoor,
who was mress secretary for'
- President Kennedy and - stayed:
i oin when - Johnson came in. Sal-%
i inger left to run for the Senate..

The second wag George Reedy
long-time Johnson assistant, who

took over after Salingee and lcftv_
; because of necd rm surgery on.

.h\s feet. ———

Uhird - anniversary  this month of
hix ouster as a Stale Depart-
'meut secarlty ofiicer, is no clos- -

Iustead, 1t

post will be available early next

Otto Otepka. wha m:wkocll'ﬂw"
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