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CIA Tie to C@LS@

Here Stirs Interest
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By JOE HIGGINS °

|interagency mixup: that the fed

‘|érnment license,

‘-spare parts “are:’
_\Henn M. F de 'Muarln

in various parts ol iie N4dU0
and even the world, people wh
worry about the domgs of the to
sccret. Central Intelligenc

i Agency will be focusing their at

tention on Buffalo this week.
For at the U.B. Courthous
here, the . government Tuesda
will start its trial of four me
on charges of engaging in a con
spiracy to export warplanes t
Portugal without obtammg a gov

Newspapers and magazines
throughout the nation have
taken a great interest in the
case, mostly becausa the ques-
tion of CIA complicity has heen
raised. In addition, publica-
‘tions in as widely separated
places as England and . Aus-
tralia have devoled much space
to the case,

" The four defendants tlaim they
were charged as the result of a

eral agents who arrested then
were: unaware that the export
were designed to aid Portugal i
a fight with rebellious’ African
in Angola and that the CIA wag
behmd the scheme,.

U.S. Atty.! John T, Curtin, wh
will prosecute the case, scoffs E: 4
the claim and sees it as a devle
that’ may become a ‘‘standarf
defense” in future Crnmmal cases
Charactenshc, Silence

The CIA, of course, has saj
nothing and apparently doesn
plan to say anything, K

‘Charged with conspiring to vi
late the Neutrality Act by expor -
ing B-26 Dompbers, weapons &

‘trial to last about two weeks:-::

| from " two to flvé years and fine

Montmarin, 58, of Paris, France;
John R. Hawke, 28, of Ft. Lauder-
dale, Fla.; Keat Griggers, 41, ‘of

Jamestown, Calif., and Woddrow |

W. Roderick, 28, of Tucsdn,’ Arlz,

A fiith man, Gregory: R.
Board, 45, formerly of Tucson,
is out of the country- and cannot
be extradited, - . - Sk

Curtin, who will be aided dur- |
ing the tr\al by Asst. U.S. Atty. |

Richard J, Lehner, expects the

The indictment ralleges-that in
the spring -and: summer of"1965
seven B26 ‘bombers of 'a’ planned

20 were exported. Charges werel
brought- in Western - New-"York|.

because some of the crift: are
alleged to have-crossed theCae
nadian border’ hera on 'thell'1 Way
to- Europe. e

French Anstocrnt

I 5:,

De: Montmarin, a Frenely:count,|

is- alleged to have been commis-
sioned in - Paris ‘to -locale +B26s
and ‘1o have made contact™'with
Board. Roderick - allegedly > con-

tracted to buy the planes {hrough| |

a Tucson firm, and Hawke," a
former: RAF ‘stunt :pilot, -is al-|
leged to- hnve made fllghts W1th
Griggers. -

Conviction of violating" the’ act]
or conspiring fo violate- it coul%<_

bring ‘prison sententes rvangin

ranging from $10,000 to $25»900

The men, except for Board *an .

hava pleaded innacent. .andy ar
free on bail., -De. Montmarin, stil
/| maintains the government hadin
‘‘probable cause” to arrest hi
and- a ‘motion to- this effect™wi
be ‘argued Monday' In' a“prelim
lnary w 1ha main triain”
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