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| i Freed Americans Sang
' To Amuse Red Captors
; . By John C

. Jeong and held for “seven
- ijmonths told today of being

‘ 1: against recapture for 15 days

- by a friendly villager to

" {friver from Saigon.

. - {Wincent Gaza, Wwas an-employe
of Air Ameri¢a. He and higd
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LONGBINH, Vietnam, Jan,

orkers kidnaped by the Viet

rdered to whistle, sing, and
‘be happy” in a jungle prison
amp where another prisoner
“la  young Filipino aviation
‘:jmechanie, was dylng of beri
beri. .

After the sick man died Dec
1|30, the two Americans and thd
JFilipino's weak and distraughf
idow were given a certificatd

‘fnarched through the jungle
nder guard, and turned loosd
in a village. They were taken

ietnamese Army .outpos
ednesday morning, .
“They told. us we woul
ave to ‘repent’ or they woul
eep us five years,” explaine
homas R..Scales, 44, of Mata
oras, Pa.. .-~ - -

“They told us.to show goo
ill . .. They asked us to ‘b
appy’ and they made us sin
nd whistle all day, We sanc
|Jingle Bells' and ‘Abie's IrisH

ose,’ -

Scales and a fellow-worker
obert W, Monahan, 41, o
ellport, N.Y., were captured
fllast May 28 at the seaside town
ilef- Vungtau, 50. miles dowr
"M Both men were construction
ilexperts with Pacific Architects
sjand Engineers, Inc., which has
{Ja number of U.S. contracts ir
“Vietnam. The dead Fillpino
|wife were : captured. in June
fMrs. Gaza, 31,'is being treated
;Jfor shock:- at a ‘hospital neai

0 |3b/

, Randdlphv

am IUCKy 1o

ay

e alive.”
Scales and Monahan,. wear-
ng blue pajamas and looking
orn and thin, rclated their
dventure in an interview in
he U.S. Army Hospital at
.ongbinh, just east of Saigon.]
cales had lost 55 pounds
onahan 75.

in Saigon said the two men
1ad given “invaluable mili-
ary information and a tremen-
ous amount of intelligence

amp's location.]™ 7. %
Scales said the Vietcong re-
used to accept their argument,
hat they were civilians, and:
hgrefore should’ not. be held,
risoners. TN
“They told us there were no.
ividans. . . that every Ameri-
an and Allied civilian was

The two men said .that aside
rom the poor living condi-
ions they were not positively
istreated or physically
bused. No.effort was made
o lecture them or attempt
litical “brainwashing.” They'
ere not forced to sign any
onfessions or other docu-

In the first 14 days of cap-
ivity they were moved through
everal camps before reaching
heir final destination deep in
he 'jungle. Once their group
f eight, including six guards,
ere spotted-by American alr-’
raft and they were attacked
nd straffed, survivin, ar
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[A U.S. Embassy épokcsman} '

lo U.S. debriefing officers, the |-
ssoicated Press reported. -

I

echnically a soldier,” he said. |
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