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12 Leaders Sziy They Kep
I Independent Judgment i

YOy STEVEN V, ROBERTS
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| Twelve former presidents of
:t..._ Nalional Student Associal
‘tion said yesterday that tho)
ihad retained “the utmost vigi
lance and independence of judg
menl” while recciving as much
fag $4i00,000 a year from th
Ceniral Intelligence Agency td
loperate tacir internauonal pro
lgram,
The former presidents noted
Jtaat the *association had con
sistently opposed official Ameri
can . foreign spolicy even whilg
-+t was taking large subsidied
“ifrom the Federal Government
i+ The statement issued yesterd
day was signed by every presi
c‘.nt—-w.m one oxception—whd
wed oilice in the association
ratween 1052, when the linlg
with  the . intelligence agency
veas flvst forged, and 1964. Th
“lone excéption was Richard J
Muiphy, now Assistant Post
General, who decline

' iany such condilions. We sta.te
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ncaK;C"oucahy thatl they did not.
'Allegations “that  we  were
y'trapped’, or 'duqu -are arrant
nonscnse.'

’ Such charges have veen made,
by present association officials.
The former - presidents said

4t.hat. although - they constantlyl,
1 30usht other financing, “this re-"

i ntxons]np was the on]y realis-
,txc and responsible alternative
Tavailable to us at that time."”

Threo Policy Arcas Cited

-In at least three important
areas:tne association raaintained
an independent foreign policy
that often conflicted with offi-
cial views, the presidents said. |

G“N.8.A, consistently sup-
democratic student orpaniza-
they existed and encouraged
their formation where they did
not exist.”

§"NSA's international pohcy
carly recognized the crucial im-
portance which  nationalist
movements in Asia, Africa and
Latin America would have in,
shaping our world,"”

9“While we were quite aware
of the expansionist ambitions,
and ideological goals of. the So-
viet Union, N.S. A chose to deal]
with the Soviets and Zastern
Europeans not as ideological
pariahs but as palitical advcr-
Isaries in a changing world.”

The former omccrs noted
that *'political contexts change,”

ito_sizn, He was president i
1.|.JJ~'uu

[ Staphen Robbins, president in
Im.-u.z, is in the Army- andl
fcould not he reached. The two
dmost recent presidents, thp
[|Snerburne  and W, mu'fcnel

| Groves, nave opposed the asso-
Icx:u.‘.ms relatm.lsmp with the
-,xmclhffcnc\. ageicy. :

Chaizes Are Rccallcd

i ‘..e two most- recent vresi-
5 and other ex- of‘wla]s of
Jthc aqsoc.at.on have maintaineg
ithat the intelligence agency did
Jm.’lumce association  policy,
«‘mey insist that former presi-
idents, some of " whom either
lwarked for the agency or were
.‘SLU)\A\-A/AAA by it, tried to influ-
nence elections and occasionally
fassociation policy on such issues
ijas the war in Vietnam,

, The former presidents said

'm their statcmont that in thel

«cariy nineteen-fifties the stu-
“dent{ association “recognized the
jvital importance of American
‘student 'mnicxpation in interna-
student affairs = which
.omelwxqc would have been

and that what -might have bcm'
@_responsible course of “action
15 years ago mizht not secem <o
to students today. They thus
appeared to defend the deeision
f current leaders
the intelligence agency.

““We have always recognized,”

hey said, “the rcsponsxb:hty of.
ach group of current leaders

f-N.S.A. to lead the organizas|.

Fion in the direction which
cems to them appropriate dur-
ng thelr term of office.”

-The twelve Signers, and the

hre:
William ‘T Dentzer Jr., 1052
fames M, Edwards, 19.34

Stanford L. Glass, 1956..
Hamld C. Bakken, 1957, ..
. Ray Farabee, 1958.
’{obcu R. I\:loy. 1959, '
Donald A. Hoffman, 1960, -
Richard A. Rettig, 1961, -
Edward R. Garvey, 1062.
N. Dernis Shaul, 1063, -
.rreffory M, Ga.llo, 1964,
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ported and sought to stron"thcn .

tions in those countries whery .

Harry H. Lunn Jr., 1055,

.
A

.dominated by the well trained
;and well informed representa-
tives of Bastern Europe and the
soviet Union,”

However, they said, ”without
-;ubst'mtml funcls, N.S.A. inter-
Inationai orogram would have
tocen immobilized,”
| "Yet each of us concluded
;tnm. " without  question,
E\

'0\.1d n.»vc chosen 1mmobili7a-

iwere n.o.,u.uoncd on'impairment
‘.n. the independence of any of
SASs prmcimcs or

g’g,jrams.". thaqﬂﬂzed
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