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By Dom Bonafede
(Herald Trimine News Service

“ Five men including the
Haitian consul general in
“Miami were indieted yesterday
“on Justice Department charges
‘that they had smuggled two

military planes into Haiti,

" Returned by a Federal grand
Jury in Miami, the indictments
‘came as a surprise because of
-the potential international con-
.sequences and reports that a
‘former CIA agent played a
role in the plot,

Last December, it was re-
ported that the U.S. Govern-
ment was reluétant to prose-
cute the case because one of
‘the key witnesses was a former
CIA operative and it was
feared that an open trial would
expose CIA tcchmques and
. personnel.
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State Department,
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l which is responsible for admin-
? Jstering- the Munitions Control
! Act, reportedly dropped its in-

mats for the arrest of Haili's
consul,

U.S. officials dectined to say
why the Government decided
to procecd with the prosecu-
tion.

Named in the indictments
were  Rudolph  Baboun, the
Haitian  consul; Robert D"
Orsey, an airplane broker,
Opa-Locka, Fla.; and three
Florida pilots, Randall ILec
Etheridge, Robert 15, Spinning
and Robhert Vincent_Smith, al-
so known as Robert Walker,
They were charpged with vio-
lating munitions control reg-
ulations by illegally exporiing
two T-28s to Iaiti last Sep-
tember without State Depart-
ment clearance.

The Justice Depariment said
the five had intended to fly a
third T-28 to Maiti but that
the plane was seized.

A U.S. spokesman said that
Baboun was icharged with a
felony and, thal immunity

.grantcd dlplomatc of his status

‘covers mlfdemeanors hut not
feloniey.” L
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D'Orsey hought two single-
engine, piston-driven T-28s on
Sept. 1 and a third on Sept. 9.

On Secpt. 5, thé announce-
ment said, Spinning flew_one
of the T-28s to Haitl, and on
Sept. 13 Smith flew in a sée-
ond planec. The alrcraft were
belicved to have been flown
out of a routh Florida field at
low altitudes while the airport
tower was closed.

According to the indict-
ment, the plot called for the
pilots to return o the United
Stales v1a Jamaica and the
Bahamas, using fictitous
names and phony documents.

The Haitian regime of dic-
tator Dr. Francois Duvalicr,
which offered $10,000 for cach
of the planes, wanted them
for usc against rebel guer-
rillas, U.S, officials said.

The former CIA operative
an armamecnfs expert, is re-
ported to have been hired hy
the taitian Government to
arm the planes. Reliablo

sources sayi that  following a

trip' to Port.au- Prince .he was

detained by U.S. agmﬂsg Jni

Miaml. !
Since this man would have
been able to identify the

planes, he was considered a,
key witness. At this point;;
however, the CIA stepped in.ij

One explanation given for!

the surprise indictments is
that evidence was presented.
to the grand jury before. the.
Government's decision to thh««
hold prosecution and once the
case was given {o the grand:
jury no one could stop it from
acting.

Following the return of the
indictments, Baboun surren-
dered in -Miami and was
rcicased on $5000 bond.

D'Orsey, reached hy (tele-
phone, said he had not hceard
about the indictment. ‘Heo der

rinted that he sold the plancs

to the Haitian Government;
He said he sold them for cash
to unidentified buyers.
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