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THE PROCLAMATION OF AN IN-
DEPENDENT UKRAINE
Mr. DODD. Mr. Presldent, last Fri-

day, January 32, was the 42d annlver- -npagred of

gary of the proclamation of an inde-

_pendent Ukraine. .-

Almost three .centuries of czarist
domination and "attempted Russianiza- -

national self-determination to all the
subjoct peoples of czarist Russia. But
. these promises were as false as all their
other promises, In 1920 the Red Army
invaded the Ukraine, dispersed its legal,
government, and inaugurated a reign
. 6¢ terror which perists to this day.
. am profoundly oonvinced that,
wherever it has taken power, the tyr-
anny of communism has won for ltself
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VERSARY. OF™ the un:fr'ng hatred of the great
peoplc:’ 1 am also cordvinced thas this
bhatred iz particilarly intznse in arcas
like the Ukraine where hatred of foreign nificance.
uppression ocombines with the general
communism ‘

million were deported $rom the Ukt
to Biberia arxi other remote areas.

The policy of Ukrainianization, which-
Bolsheviks had promised the right of the .Bolsheviks tolerated for. several !
years after their takeover, soon gave way *
t0 a policy of compulsory Russification.
Why is this s0? Hugh Seton-Watson, &
British student of Soviet affairs, has sug--
gested that the Soviet Goverhment soeks’
the destruction of the horn-Rustian na=
tionalities, :not in the interest of tho
Russian nation per se, bat rather bacause
the totality of its power demands the
destruction of hationsl differences and
the creation of a monolithic, unified,
Russianized, Soviet people’
the explanation may be, there can be no
disputing .the mass of evidence that the
' Boviet regime has been sec¢king to destro

the national spirit of the Ukrainian peo-
* ple by destroying {heir gulture a2nd pro-
gressively Russifying their language.
According to all reports, the Kremhn
. has not been succesaful in achieving this -
-objective. After 40 years of persecution,
mass murder, and cultural o
the Ukralnlan people, maore
milljon strong, aye perhaps more tmnited
than ever before in their desire for free-
dom gnd in their yearning for national

independence.

May I suggest, Mr. Preaident,

af ‘previous, years.

itself

Because of certain inhibitions that
seem to be an orgaylic part of democracy,
it would .be politically unrealistic to ex-
pect any American administration—or,

" for that matter, any democratio govern-
ment—to engage in open subversion of.
the Soviet regime or openly to espouse
the cause of Ukrainian independence.

. Needless to say, the Kremlin suflers from

-no reciprocel inhibition. But there are &
number of things we pan and should do

* to encourage opposition to the regime in-

general as well as the natural desire for
independence of some of the non~-Rus-
sian peoples.

We should remind the Bolsheviks at
every opportunity how they promised the
right of national
when they were secking power and how
they b}‘&d this promise undcrfoot once
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. that in
observing the anniversary of Ukrairfan
independence this year, we g¢ & bit be-
yond the simple expression of sympathy
which has characterized our.resolutions
I feel that this is &
. time when we ought to ask ourselves
. whether we are doing everything that 1s
' within ,our power to foster the:wil to
liberation amohg the captive nations of
~ central and eastern ‘Europe and among ,
the captive peoples of the Soviet Union:

self -determination

“everywhere.

they achieved power. We should in our

broadcasts place emphasis on events and

holidays that have special mational sig-
Certainly

we must avoid any-

' thing which might give the impression
.. . ~ that we accept the subjugsation .of the
the vast territory of the satellite statss of Europe or the national '~
has the Kremlin smoomn- structure of the SBoviet Unfon itself as -
bhorn resistenoe ~ things that are final and irrevocabls,
£ than in the Ukraine. And nowhere has . Everything that has happened sinoe

t been able to extinguish the {1 Kremlin been more .futhiess.
gedom in the hearts® of the wmw‘mwbymem
Ukrainian people. When the czarist (iye Referetice Bervice of the Libeary of -
regime -collapsed in World War I, the :
rainian people asserted thif will by
oclaiming their indepéndence and famine of 1943. In addition, almost 2%
establishing & democratic parliamentary
government. e ] :

In all of their early ‘statements, the

the Ehrushehev visit makes me fear that
we are, in effect, turning our back on the
entire policy of liberation. If we do, we
do so at our own:uk.'nndlmtmw

subjugated minorities within the Boviet
Union, has played a far more important
role than is commonly, realized in re-
straining the Kremlin's gxpansionism.

Every lapse on our part which can be
utllized by the Kremlin to discourage the
spirit of resistance, leaves i€ that much
freer to engage in pressures, ultimatums,
limited aggressions, ang military chal-

encourage the
sdditional deterrent to Soviet aggression,
an additional assuranoe of, pedce.

We must, therefors, in the critical pe-
riod which now confronts ug, rededicate
ourselves, in terms of capcrete sotions,
to the goal of fréedom for' all men

i'.




