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ISOLATIONISM

THE NEW ISOLATIONISM

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, there has
been developing in this country in recent
years a brand of thinking about foreign
affairs which, I believe, can aptly be de-
scribed as “the new isolationism.”
internal phenomenon is, in my opinlon,
potentislly more disastrous in terms of
its consequence than the major external
problems that confront.us.

Its background is a growing national
weariness with cold war burdens we have
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been met abroad, not just with Indiffer-
ence and ingratitude, but even with hos-
tility and contempt.

Its political base seems to be to the left
of center, although it forms as yet a dis-~
tinct minority there.

Its scareword is “escalation" its cure- ‘

all is “neutralization.”

Its prophets include some of my col-:

leagues in the Congress, iInfluential
spokesmen in the press, and leading fig-
ures in the academic world. Some are
new volunteers in this cause of retrench~
ment; they regard themselves as prag-
matists. Others are old hands at Polly-
anna-ism, those unshakable romantics

" who were disillusioned by Moscow at the

time of the Hitler-Stalin pact, disillu-

! sioned by Mao when they discovered that

he was not really an agrarian reformer,
disillusioned by Castro when they learned
that he was not a cross between Thomas
Jefferson and Robin Hood—and who,
having again dusted themselves off, now
look for new vistas of adventure.

If I may digress, let me say that I have
always admired their durability. The

| manner in which they have survived, un-
' chastened, a whole series of intellectual

Dunkirks is, if nothing else, a tribute to
man’s invincible confidence in himself;
and their adeptness in avoiding discredi-
tation, in the face of repeated catas-
trophes and evacuations, must be ac-
knowledged as one of the marvels of
modern history—a triumph of self-recti~
tude over reason,

~ The basic premise of the new .isola-
tionism is that the United States is over-
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been so long carrying, a rising frustra--

tion with. situations: that are going.
agalnst us in many places, a long-sim-

C oy

.. mering indignation over the fact that our
. gemeroaity and ‘sacrifice have too often

! extended In its attempt to resist Com-

munist aggression around the world,
| overcommitted to the defense of distant
outposts, and overinvolved in the murky
and unintelligible affairs of remote areas,

The corollaries of the new isolationism
are many. It is contended that we
should deemphasize the cold war and
reverse our national priorities in favor of
domestic improvements; that we should
withdraw from South Vietnam; that we
should cease involvement in the Congo;
that we should relax the so-called ri-
gldity of our Berlin policy; that for-
elen aid has outlived its usefuiness
and should be severely cut hack;
,téhat-?ur Military Establishment and our

organlzations that seem particu-
Jarly suspect because they are symbols of
lworlclwide involvement, should be hum-
‘bled and “cut down to size” and stripped
of thelr Influence in foreign policy
questions.

In my judgment all of these proposi-
tlons have one thing in common. XIach
of them would strike at the heart of our
national effort to preserve our freedom
and our security; and collectively they
add up to a polizy which I can describe

by no other name than “appeasement,”.

subtle appeasement, unintentional ap-

peasement, to be sure, but, appeasemcnt

nonetheless.

.My purpose, this afternoon then, ia to
oppose these propositions and to enlist
Senators’ .opposition against them-~for

the new isolationism i3 as ba.nkmpt as.

the old.

“First of Bll—to tackls the maln prame
the that the

- RN

1s6—I reject the assumption
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United States Is overextended, or over-
committed, or overinvolved.

We are enjoying a spectacular growth
in every Index of national strength.
Our populstion, our wealth, our indus-

. trial capacity, our scientific potential,

our agricultural output, all are enjoying
great upward surges. We were informed
that our gross national product was
ggain up in January, and the trend seems
ever upward,

Far from overextending ourselves in
the cold war, we are actually in a period
of declining defense budgets, of steadily
lowered draft calls, of sharply reduced
foreign aid, of one tax cut after anather.

Let me emphasize this: In every basic
resource, we have greater capacity today
than during the past § years; by every
military or economic standard, we are
stronger; and by every physical measure-
ment, the percentage of our resources
going Into the cold war is lower. Why
then should we talk of weariness or over-
commitment?

We are not even straining ourselves.
We are actually pursuing today a policy
not only of both guns and butter, but of
less guns aud more butter.

So far ns our resources go, we Aare
capable of indefinite continuation and
even intensification of our present ef-
forts, if need be. It is only our mental,
and perhaps our moral, resources which
seem to be feeling the strain.

‘We would, of course, prefer to live in a
world in which it were possible for us to
have no commitments, a world in which
we could devote all of our energies to
the task of perfecting our society at
home and enriching the lives of our peo-

‘ple.

\ But we must face the world as it is.
And the basic fact of our world is that
Western civilization, itself terribly rent
and divided, both politically and phile-
sophically, has been forced into a twi-
light war of survival by a relentless and
remorseless enemy.

It is incontestable, In terms of peoples
enslaved and nations gobbled up over
the past 20 years, that we have not been
holding our own. And each year, the
world Communist movement is com °
mitting more and more of its resources
to the task of subjugating our allies, ail
around the perimeter of freedom.

Against this background it Is prepos-
terous to maintain that we should reduce
our effort and lessen our commitment to
the great struggle of our century.

Yet, according to Time magazine, it
is the widespread sentiment of the aca-
demic world that we have overreached
ourselves and ought to pull back. Walter
Lippmann, the well-known columnist,
for whom I have great respect, says that.
“the American tide will have to recede.”

It has been argued that we would be in:
a “precarious situation” if we were at-
tacked on several fronts. Of course we
would, but does anyone believe that we
can solve the problem by abandoning
our. commitments and defensive alli- .
ances? Would the loss of these coun-
tries be any the less disastrous because
they were given up undefended?

On the contrary, if we are not strong
enough to honor our commiiments to-
day. thén we should solve the problem,
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not be reducing our commitments, but
by becoming stronger, and by aiding our
allies to become stronger.

The defense of the free world rests on
a very delicate balance, The key ele-
ments in that balance are American
power and American determination. If
we lack the power to maintain that bal-
ance then certainly all is lost. If we
reveal that we lack the determination, if
‘we, for instance, allow ourselves to be
pushed out of Vietnam, such a humilia-
tion may indeed be the second shot heard

. around the world; and a dozen nations

‘might soon throw in the sponge and
make whatever accommodation they
could with san enemy that would then
seem assured of victory. ‘
- Fortunately, at the present time we do
not lack the power to carry on the de-
fense of freedom. Our power Is at its
peak and we have the capacity to in-
crease it vastly if necessary. It is our
spirit, apparently, that needs shoring up.
Pour years ago, after a visit to south-
enast Asia, I said on the floor of the
Senate:
If the United States, with its unrivaled

might, with its unparalleled wealth, with its

dominlon over sea and alr, with 1ts heritage
as the champlion of freedom—if this United
8tates and its free world allies have so di-
minished In spirlt that they can be laid in
‘the dust by a few thousand primitive guer-

"~ rillas, then we are far down the road from

which there 15 no returmn.

In right and in might, we are able to work
our will on this question. Southeast Asla
cannot be Iost unless we will it to be lost;
1t cannot he saved unless we will' it to be
saved.

This problem, seemingly so remote and
distant, will in fact be, resolved here In the
United States, in the Oongress, in the ad-
ministration, and in the minds a.nd hoearts

of the American people. i

‘The passage of 4 years has not dlmin-
ished my belief in this course.

If the main premise of the new isola-
tionism is erroneous, then surely the
lesser premises are fraught with terrible

/da.nger.

It is argued that we should de--

emphasize the cold war and turn more
of our resources to domestic welfare.
The annual congressional revolt
against the forelgn aid bill grows more
violent and successful each year, and_the
-administration, ‘forced to yield, now
sends forelgen aid requests 40 percent

below what it solemnly declared 2 years -

ago to be the minimum figure tolerable
for free world survival.

And a small but growing band of
Senators have begun offering each year
amendments making across-the-board
percentage cuts in our defense budget,
cuts not directed to any specific econ-
omy, but rather to a principle—the prin-
¢iple that we should be spending less on
defense and more on welfare,

Here, iIn my judement, are sure-
fire formulas for defeat.

Where are the victorles in the cold
war that would justify such a reversal
of priorittes? In what global troublé

. spots are there lessened tensions or im-

but Very rew where thlnzs are get
" bettet, - ung °

proved postures that would make this
plausible? I can see a lot of cold war
areas where things are looking worse—
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- More effort, more sacrifice—not less—
is the need of our time. And I speak as
one who does not disparage the need or
the importance of domestic improve-

ments. As a credential of this I recom-"

mend to Senators my scorecard, com-
piled last year by the ultraconservative
Americans for Constitutional Action,
which asserts that I voted right only 13
percent of the time—one of the worst

-records, alas, in the Congress.
But I say to you that if our foreign -

affairs are going badly, no aspect of
internal welfare is secure or stable. And
if we cope successfully with the great
problem, the cold war, no internal prob-
lem can long defy sclution.

Our first natlonal priority is and must
ever be the survival of our country and
our freedom—and if the 20th century
has taught men anything, it is that sur-
vival and freedom coannot be purchased
on the cheap, in a discount store or a

‘bargain basement.

But our situation 1s such that we can
meet our needs both at home and
abroad—not as handsomely as we would
prefer, but well enough. This I take to

be the objective of the Johnson adminis-.

tration. The war on poverty and the
struggle against tyranny can go hand in
hand, if our vision be broad.
 Twenty-five years ago, our country,
comparatively new and untried among
the great nations of the earth, through
passage of the Lend-Lease Act, described
by Winston Churchill as “the most un-
sordid act of recorded. history,” em-
barked irrevocably upon the path that

- has brought us to our present posture in

history. Through that act, we affirmed
the preservation and expansion of liber-
ty as our highest goal; we acknowledged
that freedom was insecure everywhere so
long as tyranny existed anywhere; and
we assumed the burden, and the glory,
of being the champion and defender 01’
man’s highest aspirations.

Since that embattled hour, when the‘

light of freedom was but a flicker in the
dark, our journey across the pages of his-
tory has been fantastic and unprece-
dented: tragic, to be sure, in 1ts mistakes

- and naivities, but herolc in its innova-

tlons and commitments, prodigious in its
energy and power, glgantic in its gen-
erosity and good will, noble In its re-
straint and patience, and sublime in its
purpose and in its historie role.

‘We have not realized the high goals
we set for ourselves in World War II.

But we have preserved freedom and
national independence in more than half
the earth; we have prevented the nu-

clear holocaust; we have restored West--

ern Europe; we have helped friend and
foe to achieVe prosperity, freedom and
stability; we have launched a world peace
organization and have kept it alive; we
have offered the hand of friendship and

" help to the impoverished and backward

peoples of the world if they will but
take it.

It may be said of our country today,
as of no other in history, that wherever
péople are willing to stand up in defense
i?r‘x their llberty. ,Americans stand with

em,

g We cannot know at this hout whether .
, ... our joyrney has just bemm or is nearing
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its climax; whether the task ahead is the
work of a gencration, or of a century.
President Kennedy said, in his Inaugural
Address, that the conflict would not be
resolved in our lifetime.

The Chief of Staff of the Army recently

‘told the Congress that It might well take

10 years to decide the issue in Vietnam
alone. And Vietnam is only one symp-
tom of the disease, the epidemie, we are
resisting.

Against this somber background, how
foolish it is to talk of deemphasizing the
cold war, of pulling out of Vietnam, of

“abandoning the Congo to Communist

intrigue, of slashing the defense budget

by 10 percent, or of any of the other ir-

responstbilities of the new isolationism.
VIETNAM

It is against this background that I
take up today the question of Vietnam,
which has been the favorite target of
those who urge withdrawal and re-
trenchment.

" Over the past several months, a num-
ber of my most respected colleagues have
taken the floor to urge that we get out of
Vietnam or that we enter into negotia-
tions over Vietnam,

The propriety of our presence in Viet-
nam and the validity of our position has
been challenged. It hes even been sug-
gested that we are the real aggressors in
Vietnam. The war has been ealled “Mec-
Nainara’s War.” It has been suggested
that we more or less ignore Asia and
Africa' and concentrate on Xurope and
the Americas.

I have listened with growing dismay
to these presentations—and with all the
more dismay because of the respect and
affection I have for the Senators who
made them.

1 I have not risen to reply to my
colleagues before now, it was not be-
cauie Vietnam was & new subject to me,
bui because I felt that their arguments
required the most carefully considered
and most painstakingly prepared reply.

I had visited most of the countries
of southeast Asia in early 1961, and I
have spoken a number of times on the
floor of the Senate on the subject of

_Vietnam and Laos and Indonesis since

my return. I have endeavored to keep
up with the situation in that part of the
world as best one can do by reading
the press and official publications. But
I realized that there were Important gaps
in my informatien because the press cov-
erage of Vietnam weas, with a few out-
standing exceptions, weak and in some
cases - ¢completely misleading. ‘I have,
therefore, sought to fill these gaps by
corre&,pondence with friends in Vietnam,
both Vietnamese and American, and by
conversations with Americans who have
served in Vietham in various capacities—
some of them for longz periods of time,
Thie senior Senator from Wyoming
{Mr. McGEe]l and the senior Senator
from Oklahoma [Mr. MonRoNRY] on the
one side, and the distinguished minority
leader, the junior Senator from Illinois
[Mr. DirkseN] and the senior Senator
from . Massachusetts [Mr. .BALTONSTALL]
have ‘aiready spoken eloguently on the
need for standing fast in Vietnam, .
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A debate has been joined which is
worthy of the best traditions of the
Senate.

T hope that the remarks I make today
will contribute at least in some measure,
to the further unfolding of this debate.
Out of this debate, let us hope, will ulti-
mately emerge the kind of assistance and
guidance that every President must have
in dealing with vital issues of our for-
eign policy.

g‘wrll):t we say here may help to guide
the President. But in the final analysis
the terrible responsibility of decision is
his and his alone. He must listen to the
exchanges which take place in this
Chamber, He must endure & hundred
conflicting pressures from public sources,
seeking to push him in this direction
or that. He must also endure the im-
patience of those who demand answers
to complex questions today, and who
accuse him of not having made the

" American position clear when he has in

fact made our position abundantly clear
on repeated occasions. ’

And finally, when all the voices have
been heard, when he has examined all
the facts, when he has discussed all as-
pects of the situation with his most

trusted advisers, the President must alone .

declde—for all Americans and for the

“entire free world—what to do about

Vietnam.

No President has ever inherited a more
difficult situation on coming to office.
No President has ever been called upon
to make a decislon of greater moment.
At stake may be the survival of freedom.
At stake may be the peace of the world.

T believe the United States can count
itself fortunate that it has found a Presi-
dent of the stature of Lyndon B. Johnson

- to meet this crisis in its history. I also.

believe that, whatever differences we in
this Chamber may have on the question

of Vietnam, our feelings to a man are

with the President in the ordeal of deei-
gion through which he is now passing,

I have said that I have been dismayed
by the rising clamor for a negotiated
gettlement., In the type of war which
the Communists are now waging against
us, I fear that, although those who urge
negotiation would be among the first to
oppose an outright capitulation, their at-
titude may not be construed in this way
by the Communists. )

The Vietnamese war, in the Commu-
nist lexicon, is described as a “war of
nstional liberation.” 1Its strategy is
based on the concept of what the Com-
munists call “the long war.” This strat-
egy is premised upon the belief that the
free world lacks the patience, the
staming, the fanatical determination to
persist, which inspires the adherents of
communism. It is based on the convic-
tion that if the Communists keep on at-
tacking and attacking and attacking in
any glven situation, they will ultimately
be able to destroy the morale and the will
to resist of those who oppose them in the
name of freedom. .

China affords the classic example of
the long war. It took 20 years for Mao
Tse-tung to prevail. There were several
times during this period when his entire
movement seemed on the verge of col-
lIapse, But, even in:his blackest days,

SIONAL RECORD — SEN

Mao Tse-tung remained confident that,
if he persevered, ultimately his enemies
would crack and he would emerge as
China’s undisputed ruler.

There is no more cruel test of courage
and staying power than “‘the long war”
as 1t is waged by the Communists. Five
years, 10 years, 20 years, means nothing
to them. And if they detect any -sign
that those opposed to them are flagging,
that their patience is growing thin or

that their will to resist has weakened, the

Communists can be relied upon to re-
double their efforts, in the belief that vic-
tory is within their grasp.

I disagree strongly with my colleagues

. who have spoken up to urge negotiations,

But if there is any way in which my
voice could reach to Peiping and to Mos-
cow, I would warn the Communist lead=
ers that they shouldl not construe the
debate that is now taking place in this
Chamber as a slgn of weakness; it is,
on the contrary, a testimony to our
strength.

Nor should they believe that those who
‘speak up in favor of negotiations are the
forerunners of a larger host of Ameri-
cans who are prepared to accept sur-
render. Because there is no one here

who believes in surrender or believes in -

capitulation. I belleve the senior Sena-

tor from Idaho made this abundantly

clear in his own presentation, in which

he underscored his complete support for

the retaliatory air strikes against Nort

Vietnam, .
WHY ARE WE IN VIETNAM?

I have been amazed by a number of
letters I have received asking the ques-
tlon, “Why are we in: Vietnam?” or
“What is our policy in Vietnam?” I have
been evenh more amazed to have the same
questions put to me by sophisticated
members of the press.

To me the reasons for our presence in
Vietham are so crystal clear that I find
it dificult to comprehend the confusion
;vhti;ch now appears to exist on this sub-
ect. :

We are in Vietnam because our own
security and the security of the entire
free world demands that a firm line be
drawn against the further advance of
Communist Imperialism-—in Asia, in
Africa, in Latin Amerlcen, and in Europe.

We are in Vietnam because it is our
national interest to assist every nation,
large and small, which is seeking to de-
fend itself against Communist subver-
sion, Inflltration, and aggression. There
is nothing new about this policy; it is a
policy, in fact, to which every admin-
istration has adhered since the procla-
mation of the Truman doctrine.

We are in Vietnam because our as-
sistance was invited by the legitimate
government of that country.

We are in Vietnam because, as-the dis-
tinguished majority leader, the Senator
from Montana [{Mr. MAnSFIELD], pointed
out in his 1963 report, Chinese Commu-
'pist hostility to the United States
threatens “the whole structure of our
own security in the Pacific.” T

We are in Vietham not merely to help
the 14 million South Vietnamese defend
themselves against communism, but be-

cause what 18 at stake is-the Independ-

.
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ence and freedom of 240 million people
in southeast Asia and the future of free-
dom throughout the western Pacific.
These are the reasons why we are in
Vietham. There is nothing new about
them and nothing very complex. They
have never been obscure, They have
never been concealed. I cannot, for the
life of me, see why people fail to under-

stand them.

B IS THERE A POSSIBILITY OF A NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT?

The senior Senator from Idaho, and
several other Senators who spoke last -
Wednesday, repeated the proposal that
we should seek negotiations for the pur-
pose of terminating the bloodshed in
Vietham and of avoiding an enlarge-
ment of the war. We are told by some
people that negotiations are the way of
diplomacy and that if we reject negotia-
tions now, we are in effect rejecting
diplomacy.

The proposal that we negotiate now
overlooks the fact that there does exist
8 negotiated agreement on Vietnam, ap-
proved by the participants of the Geneva
Conference of 1964. The final declara-
tion of this agreement read, and I think
it 1s worth while reading it for the REec-
onrp and for our own recollection:

iach member * * * undertakes to respect
the soverelgnty, the independence, the unity,
ancl the territorial integrity of the above-
mentioned states and to refraln from any
interference In their internal affalrs.

Since there is no point to negotiating
if it simply means reiterating the Gene-
va sgreement, I cannot help wondering
whether those who urge negotiations en-
visage rewriting the agreement so that
it dloes not “guarantee the territorial in-
tegrity of the above-mentioned states.”

The history of negotiated agreements
with the Communists underscores the
fact that their promises are worthless
and that only those agreements have
validity which are self-enforcing or
which we have the power to enforce. A
report issued by the Senate Subcommit-
tee on Internal Security-—on which I
have the honor to serve—establishes that
the Soviet Union has since its inception
violaglted more than 1,000 treaties and
agreements. The Communists have re-
peatedly violated the terms of the Ko-
rean armistice, of the Geneva agreement
on Vietnam, and of the Laotian armis-
tice.

Incidentally, I had hoped the Scnator
from Idaho [Mr. CuurcH] would be pres-
ent. He had hoped to be here. He is
tied up on another matter, but hopes to
get here later,

The Senator from Idaho has held up

‘the Iaotian armistice as an example of

a rational agreement with the Commu-
nists that has served our interests. He
could not possibly have picked a worse
illustration for his argument.

I can think of no more dramatic proof
than the Laotian armistice that agree-
ments with the Communists are worth-
less, and that every time we try 0 escape
from today’s unpleasantness by entering
into & new covenant with an implacable
aggréssor, weé are always confronted on;
the "morréw by unpleasantness com-
pounded 10 times over.
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I traveled through southeast Asia just
before the conclusion of the Laotian
armistice.

I talked to many people at that time.
It is true that the armistice was favored
by our Ambassador in Laos, and it ob-
viously must have had the support of
important members of the State Depart-
ment hierarchy. But the personnel of
our Embassies in Saigon and in Bangkok
did not conceal from me their grave ap-
prehensions over the consequences of
such an armistice for Vietnam and

- southeast Asia.

All of this I reported on confidentially
upon my return.
At that time, the Salgon government

 still controlled the situation throughout

most of the countryside, although the
15,000 Vietcong guerrillas were glving it
increasing difficulty. Our Embassy per-
sonnel in Saigon expressed the fear that
the conclusion of the Laotian armistice
would enable the Communists to infil-
trate men and material on a much larger

"scale and would result at an early date

i

in a marked intensification of the Viet-

cong insurgency. Necdless to say, the
apprehensions which they expressed to
me have been completely horne out by
subsequent developments.

The Laotian armistice has served Liaos
ttself as poorly as it has served the cause
of freedom in Vietnam. The Commu-
nists have continued to nibble away at
what is left of free Laos, in one aggres-
sive act after another, so that by now
they firmly control more than half the
country, while their infiltress and guer-
rillas are gnawing relentlessly at govern-
ment authority in the rest of the
country. :

In mid-1964, I asked the Library of

. Congress to prepare for me a study of

Communist -violations of the Laotian
armistice agreement. The study which
they submitted to me listed 14 specific
violations up until that time.

That was last year. 'There have been
.many more since then.

Mr. President, I plan to insert into the
REecorp at the conclusion of my remarks
& copy of the survey of Communist vio-
lations of the Laotian armistice prepared
for me by the Library of Congress.
earnestly hope the Senator from Idaho
will take the time to study this before
he once again holds up the Loatian armi-
stice as a model for Vietnam.

I should also like to quote from a
statement made on March 30, 1963, by
Gen, Kong Le, the ncutralist military

-‘commander who, as is common knowl-

~

‘edge, had favored the conclusion of the
Laotian armistice. Kong Le’s statement
s significant because it illustrates how

Communists will deal tomorrow with -
‘non-Communist elements that they are

prepared to accept into coalition gov-

ernments today. , .
Referring to certain Communist

stooges, Gen. Kong Le said:

‘Desplte thelr continual defeats, however,

‘these people Jearned their lessons from their

Communist bosses. * * * When the Prime
Minister went abroad, they moved rapidly to
destroy.- the neutrallst forces. They used
tricks to provoke the soldlers and people to
overthrow Colonel Ketsana. When these did

‘not succesd, ol February 12 they used an as-

sassin-to murder Ketsann, They also savige-

ey
¥
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ly killed or arrested all neufrallst party
- members, and thelr bloody hands caused the
death of many people.

This was the statement of Gen.
Kong Le, one of those who had pressed
the hardest for the Laotlan armistice
when he saw what the armistice did to
his country.

Finally, T do not believe that the Lao-

tian armistice has served the interests
of the other pcoples of southeast Asia.
I have in my possession a map of north-
ern Laos showing areas where the Chi-
nese Communists have been bullding
roads that would give China direct ac-
cess to the horders of Burma and Thai-
land. The construction of these roads

bodes i1l for the future peace of south-

east Asia. 'That they are intended for
future military use Is taken for egranted
by everyone in the area.

- 80 much for the example of the Lao-
tlan armistice.

ATl this does not mean to say that we
must not under any circumstances enter
into negotiations with the Communists.
I do not suggest that at all. It simply
means that when we do so, we must do
so with our eves open and with a clear
understending of the ingredients re-
quired to enforce compliance with the
agreement about to be entered into,
That is all I have ever urged. .

Moreover; there 1s a time to negotiate
and a time not to negotlate.

The demand that we negotiate now
over Vietnam is akin to asking Churchill
to negotiate with the Germans at the

time of Dunkirk, or asking Truman {o.
‘negotiate with the Communists when

we stood with our backs to the sea In the
Pusan perimeter in Korea. In either
case, the free world could have negoti-
ated nothing bui total capitulation.
The situation in Vietnam is probably
. inot as desperate and certainly no more
‘desperate, than Britain’s plight at the
time of Dunkirk or our own plight at
the time of Pusan. If we are of good
heart, 1f we refuse to listen to the coun-
sels of despalr, If we again resolve that
“we will never give in"—as Churchill
put it—there 1s every rcason to he con-
‘fident that & time will arrive when we
can negotiate with honor and for a more
acceptable objective than a diplomatic
surrender.
There are those who say that the

whole of southeast Asia will, whether -

we like it or not, go Communist. These
people are at least consistent in urging

negotiations now. But anyone who be-

. Heves that we can negotiate now and
‘not lose Vietnam to communism s de-
. luding himself in the worst possible way.

THE CONSEQUENCES OP' DEIFEAT IN VIETNAM

It is human to oppose the cost of stay-
ing on in Vietnam when American boys
aro dying in a faraway land about
which we understand very little. I am
conscious of this. I am sensitive to it.
I share the troubled minds of all Sena-
tors. But I am convinced that the great
majority of those who advocate that we
abandon Vietriam to communism, either

. by pulling out or by “negotiating” s set-
tlement, have not taken the time to -

weligh the consequences of defeat,
In my opinion, the consequences of an.
American defeat in Vietnam would be

15 to 20 percent in good years.
-'accepts the average population of the
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so catastrophic that we simply cannot
permit ourselves to think of it. This is
truly an ‘‘unthinkable thought,” to use
an expression coined by the Senator
from Arkansas. He was not applying it
to this problem, I point out, but I find
the words particularly apt in reference
to Vietnam.
GENOCIDE

For the Vietnamese people, the first
consequence would be a bloodletting on
& genocidal scale.

In the Soviet Union and in Red China,
tens of millions of “class enemies” were
eliminated by the victorious Communists.
While it is true that there are some
slightly more moderate Communist re-
gimes in certain countries, Vietnamese
communism is characterized by utter
disregard for human life of Stalinism
and Maoism. What will happen to the
more than 1 miliion refugees from North

Vietnam? What will happen to the mil-

lions of peasants who resisted or bore
arms agalnst the Vietcong. I shudder
to think of it. ‘The massacre of inno-
cents in Vietnam will be repeated in every
southeast Asian country that falls to
communism in iz wake, In a gigantic
bloodletting that will dwarf the agony
and suffering of the war in Vietnam.
Those who urge our withdrawal from
Vietnam In the name of saving human
lives have the duty to consider the rec-
ord of Communist terror in every country
that has fallen under the sway of this
merciless ideology, with its total disre-
gard for human life. :
The total number of victims of commu-
nism will probably never be known. Stu-
dents who have followed the Chinese
Communist press closely claim that it can
be demonstrated that Chinese commu-
nism has cost the lives of at least 25
million and more, probably 50 million
people, while students of Soviet commu-
nism put the overall figure for the So-
viet Union at approximately the same
level. They point out that, entirely -
apart from the purges and mass killings
at perlodic intervals and the forced star-
vation of 5§ million Ukrainian farmers,
the reported death rate in the Soviet
forced labor camps ran approximately
26 percent per annuim in-bad years, and
If one

slave labor camps as 10 million over the
20 odd years of Stalin’'s undisputed rule,
this would mean that approximately 2
million slave laborers died annually in
Stalin’s camps, or 40 miliion for the 20-
year period. :

According to the Polish Government
In exile, in London, the Soviets deported

1% million Poles to Slberia after they

had occupied eastern Poland in the wake
of the Hitler-Stalin pact. Approxt-
mately 150,000 were returned through
T'eheran after the Nazl invasion of Rus-
sla.  Another 300,000 drifted back after
the war. More than 1 million never
ceme back. Such was the mortality in
the Soviet slave labor camps.

~All of this seems incredible to the
Western mind. ’ o

- I'temember, when I was in Nuremburg,

- that when I first read the terrible sta-

tistics about the mass killings by the
Nupis, ‘I could not comprehend them. If

N
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I suggested to Senators that a train
wreck had occurred in which 100 persons
had lost their lives, or a shipwreck in
which 150 had lost their lives, or some
common disaster with hundreds or even
thousands of lives lost, we would react,
But if I suggested that
1 million murders had taken place, our
minds would not be able to grasp the
enormity of such a crime.
Perhaps that is just as well. There
must be built into our intellectual mech-
anism some kind of governor. Unfortu-

- - nately, while it 1s probably saving us from

insanity, the fact that our minds cannot
comprehend the murder of 1 million peo-
ple or 40 million people serves as a pro-
tective asset to the perpetrator of such an
evil deed. It does not make the crime
any less horrible. It simply makes our

- task that much more difficult.

Even after Khrushchev’s denuneiation
of Stalin confirmed all the essential
charges that had been made against the

Soviet regime, men of good will in the
. Western World refused to believe that
- the Communist regime could be so evil,

They refused to believe, because it is dif-
ficult for them to conceive of horror and
brutality on such a mass scale.

To those who refuse to believe, I would

. like to read the eloquent words penned by
. Dr. Julius Margolin, a prominent Jewish

leader in prewar Lithuania, one of the
scores of thousands of Lithuanians de-
ported to Soviet slave labor camps after
the Soviet occupation of his country.
When he was released after 7 years in
the camps, Dr. Margolin wrote:

Until the fall of 1939, I had assumed a

. position of benevolent neutrality toward the

USSR, * * * The last 7 years”have made
me a convinced and ardent foe of the Soviet
system. I hate this system with all the
strength of my heart and all the power of
my mind. Everything I have seen there has
filled me with horror and disgust which will
last until the end of my days. I feel that

_the struggle against this system of slavery,

terrorism, and cruelty which prevails there
constitutes the primary obligation of every

. man in this world. Tolerance or support of

such an international shame is not permis-
sible for people who are on this side of the

*. Soviet border and who live under normal

conditions. * * *

Millions of men are perishing in the camps
of the Soviet Union. * * * Since they came
into being, the Soviet camps have swallowed

. miore people, have executed more victims,

than all the other camps—Hitler's in-
cluded—together; and this lethal engine con-

* tinues to operate full blast.

And those who in reply only shrug their

" shoulders and try to dismiss the issue with

vague and meaningless generalities, I con-

sider moral abetters and accomplices of ban-"

dltry. .
Let those who talk of getting out of

Vietnam for the ostensible purpose of .
" saving human lives weigh the words of
- Dr. Julius Margolin—a man who, like

themselves, refused to believe that coni-
munism could be so inhuman until he saw
its punitive machinery at work with his
own eyes.

And if the administration should ever
succumb to their pressure and negotiate
the surrender of Vietnam, and if the
Vietnamese Communists then embark on
the orgy of bloodletting which has always
accompanied the establishment of Com-

punist power, let those who are pressur-
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ing for negotiations not be heard to say,
“but we didn't intend it this way.”
cause there 1s today no excuse for igno-
rance about communism. .
(B) THE FURTHER CHOICE: COMPLETE WITH-
DRAWAL OR MAJOR ESCALATION

Our withdrawal from Vietnam would.

fmmedistely confront us with an agoniz-
ing choice.

If we decide to try to defend what is
left of southeast Asia against the advance
of communism, it will require far more
money, far more men, and far more
American blood than we are today in-
vesting in the defense of Vietnam. What

is more, it would involve 8 far greater risk-

of the major escalation which we seck
to avoid.

If, on the other hand, we decide to
abandon the whole of southeast Asia to

of withdrawal have frankly proposed, it
would result in the early disintegration
of all our alllances, and in the total
eclipse of America as a great nation.
Because no nation can remain great when
its assurances are considered worthless
even by its {riends. )

(C) MORE VIETNAMS

Whether we decide to abandon south-
east Asia or to try to draw another line
outside Vietnam, the loss of Vietnam will
result in & dozen more Vietnams in dif-
ferent parts of the world. If we cannot
cope with this type of warfare in Viet-
nam, the Chinese Commmunists will be en-
couraged in the belief that we cannot
cope with it anywhere olse

In the Congo, the Chinese Communists
have launched their first attempt at ap-
plying the Vietnamese strategy to Africa,

In the Philippines, the Huk guerrillas,
after being decisively defeated in the
early 1950°s, have now staged a dramatic
comeback. According to the New York
Times, the Huks are now active again in
considerable strength, control large areas
of ceniral Luzon, and #are assassinating
scores of village heads and local admin-
istrators on the Vietcong pattern.

In Thailand, Red China has already

. announced the formation of a patriotic

front to overthrow the Government and
eradicate American influence. This al-
most certainly presages the early launch-
ing of a Thai Communist insurrection,
also patterned after the Vietcong.

An article in the Washington Post on
January 16, pointed out that the Vene-
zuelan Communists now have 5,000 men
under arms in the citles and in the
countryside, and that the Venezuelan
Communist Party is openly committed to
“the strategy of a long war, as developed
in.China, Cuba, Algeria, and Vietnam.”

And there are at least half a dozen
other Latin American countries where
the Communists are fielding guerrilla
foreces, which may be small today, but
which would be encoursged by a Com-
munist victory in Vietnam to believe that
the West has no defense agalinst the
long war.

It 1s Interesting to mote in this con-
nection that, according to Cuban re-
'ports, & Vietcong ' delegation which
came to Havana in 1964 signed a “mu-
tual aid pact” with the Venezuelan guer-
rilla. forces. In addition, Marguerite
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Higgins, the distinguished correspondent
for the Washington Star and other
papers, points out that Vietcong experts
have teamed up with experts from Com-
munist China and the Soviet Union in
training Latin Americans for guerrilla
operations in-the several schools main-
tained by Fidel Castro.
(D) WHAT NEW DEFENSE LINE?

It has been suggested that if we aban-
don southeast Asla, our seapower would
make it possible for us to fall back on
Japan and the Philippines and the oth-
er Pacific islands, and constitute a more
realistic defense line there. This is non-
sense. American seapower and Ameri-
can nuclear power have thus far proved

- impotent to cope with Communist politi-

cal warfare. Cuba is the best proof of

. this.
communism, as some of the proponents .

If we sbandon southeast Asia, the
Philippines may -prove impossible to
hold against a greatly stepped-up Huk
insurgency.

Japan, even if It remalins non-Commu-
nist, would probably, by force of circum-
stences, be compelled to come to terms
with Red China, adding the enormous
strength of its economy to Communist
strategic resources.

Okinawa, where our political position
is already difficult, would become politi-
cally impossible to hold.

If we fail to draw the line in Viet-
nam, in short, we may find ourselves
compelled to draw a defense line as far
back as Seattle and Alaska, with Hawaii
a4 a solitary outpost in mid-Pacific.

{¥) THE ECLIPSE OF AMERICAN PRESTIGE

“‘To all those who agree that we must
carefully weigh the consequences of
withdrawal before we commit ourselves
to withdrawal, I would refer the recent
words of the well-known. Filipino politi-
cal commentator, Vincente Villamin.
"The abandonment of Vietnam, wrote Mr.
Villamin, “would be an indelible blemish
on America’s honor. 1t would reduce
America in the estimation of mankind
to a-dismal third-rate power, despite her
wealth, her culture and lrer nuclear ar-
senal. It would make every American
ashamed of his Government and would
malke every individual American dis-
trusted everywhere on earth.”

This is strong language., But from
conversations with a number of Asians, I
know that it 1s an attitude shared by
many of our best friends in Asia.

VIETNAM AND MUNICH

The situation in Vietnam today bears
many resemblances to the situation just
before Munich.

Chamberlain wanted peace. Churchill
wanted peace.

Churchill said that if the free world
tailed to draw the line against Hitler at -
an early stage, it would be compelled to
draw the line under much more difficult
circumstances at a later date.

Chamberlain held that a confronta-
tion with Hitler might result in war, and
that the interests of peace demanded
Cgzechoslo-
vakia, he said, was a farawsy land about
which we knew very little. =~

Chamberlain held that » durable
agreement could be negotiated with Hit-

I
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ler that would guarantee ‘“peace In our
™ thme.”
How I remember those words.
Churchill held that the appeasement
of a compulsive aggressor simply whet-
ted his appetite for- further expansion
end made war more likely.

Chamberlain’s policy won out, because

nobody wanted war. When he came back
from Munich, he was hailed not only by

the Tories, but by the Liberals, and the -

Labor Party people, including leftwing-
“ers like James Maxton and Fenner
Brockway.

Churchill remained a voice erying In
the wilderness.

But who was right—Churchill or
Chamberlain? :

‘Who was the true man of peace?

In Vietnam today, we are again deal-
ing with a faraway land, about which

we know very little.
In Vietnam today, we are again con-
fronted by an incorrigible aggressor,

. fanatically committed to the destrucs
tion of the free world, whose agree-

ments are as worthless as Hitler's. In-
deed, even while the Communist propa-
ganda apparatus is pulling out all the
stops to pressure us into a diplomatic

surrender in Vietnam, the Chinese Com-
munists are openly encouraging a new
. Huk insurgency in the Philippines and

have taken the first step in opening a

Vietcong type Insurgency in Thaliland .

through the creation of their quisling
* Thai patriotic front.

In signing the Munich agreement, it
was not Chamberlain’s intention to sur-
render the whole of Czechoslovakia to
Hitler.

. the transfer of the German-speaking
Sut(l{etenland to German soverelgnty.
And no one was more indignant than
Chamberlain when Hitler, having de-
prived Czechoslovakia of her mountain
defenses, proceeded to take over the
entire eountry.

While there are some proponents of

a diplomatic solution who are willing

to face up to the fact that negotiations .
at this juncture mean surrender, there -
iecountry.

- THE FALLACY THAT THE VIETNAMESE WAR IS A

are others who apparently quite hon-
estly belleve that we can arrive at a
settlement that will both end the war
and preserve the freedom of the South
Vietnamese people. If such negotia-
- tions should ever come to pass, I am
certain that the story of Czechoslovakia
would be repeated. Having deprived
_ South Vietnam of the political and mil-
itary capability to resist, the North Viet-
hamese. Communists would not tarry

long before they completely communized-

- the country.
And, before very long, those who urge

8 diplomatic solution for.the sake of .

preventing war, may find themselves
cémpelled to fight the very war that
they were seeking to avold, on a bigger
and bloodier, scale, and from a much

“7 .. more difficult line of defense.
) I take it for granted that no one in.

,this Chamber and no loyal American

citizen believes that we should stand by -

Indifferently . while - communism takes
over.the rest of the world.. :

could not long survive as & free nation

\ .

Sanitized

The agreement was limited to -

6

In a world that was completely

- Communist.

I take it for granted that everyone
agrees that somewhere, somehow, we

‘must draw theé line against further

Communist expansion,
The question that separates us, there-

‘fore, i1s not whether such a line should

be drawn, but where such a line should
be drawn.
I believe that we have been right in

"drawing the line in Victnam and that

President Johnson is right in trying to
hold the line in Vietnum, despite the
setbacks we have suffered over the past
year. Because, 1f this line falls, let ug
have no illusions about the difficulty of
drawing a realistic line of defense any-
where in the western Pacific.
NEITHER SURRENDER NOR ESCALATION
‘We have been told in many statements

and articles that the only alternative to
withdrawal from Vietnam, with or with-

out negotiations, i1s a dramatic escala-.

tlon of the war against the North. And
we have been warned that such an esca-
lation might bring. in both Red China
and the Soviet Union and might bring
about the thermonuclear holocaust that
no one wants,

These are supposed to be the choices

before us.

It i1s my belief, however, that the tide
of war in Vietnam can be reversed and
that this war can ultimately be won
without an invasion of the North and

without a slgnificant intensification of .

our military effort. It is my belief that
there are many measures we can take,
primarily in the nonmilitary fleld, to
strengthen our posture and the posture

of South Vietnamese forces in the fight-

against the Vietcong insurgency.
Before outlining some of the measures

“which I believe can and must be taken,

I wish to deal with a number of widely
accepted fallacies and misconceptions
about the situation in Vietnam, because
one cannot Intcllizgently approach the

-problem of what to do about Vietnam
-without flrst establishing the essential

facts about the present sttuation in that

CIVIL WAR )

The belief that the Vietnamese war is
a civil war is one of the most widespread

- misconceptions about Vietnam. This is

frequently associated with the charge

“that it 1s the United States, and not

North Vietnam or Red China, which is
intervening in South Vietnam.

The war in South Vietnam is not a
civil war. It was instigated in the first

.. place by the North Vietnamese Commu-
“nists, with the material and moral sup-~

port of both Peiping and Moscow. There

‘1s overwhelming proof that Hanol has
provided the leadership for the Vietcong

insurrection, that it has supplied them
massively, and that it has served as the

' real command headquarters for the Viet-
. eong.

The present insurrection in South’

Vietnam goes back td the third Commu-

nist Party Congress in Hanoi in Septem- -
- ber of 1860.

I take it for granted that every in-:-

telligent person realizes that America .

At this Congress it was
decided “to iberate South Vietnam from
the ruling yoke of the U.8. imperialists

and their henchmen In order to achieve
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national unity and complete independ-
ence.” The Congress also called for the
creation of a broad national front in
‘South Vietnam directed against the
United States-Dlem clique. Several
months later the formation of the front
for the liberation of the south was an-
nounced.

I understand that there is an official -
report, according to which, the U.S. mili-"
tary assistants command in Vietnam is
in possession of reliable evidence indi-
cating that probably as many as 34,000
Vietcong infiltrators have entered South
Vietnam from the north between Jan- .
uary 1959 and August 1964. '

The report indicates that the majority
of hard-core Vietcong officers and the
bulk of specialized personnel such as
communications and heavy weapons spe-
cialists have been provided through in-
filtration. Inflltrators, moreover, appar-
ently make up the major part of Vietcone
regulars in the northern half of South
Vietnam,

The inflltration from the north sup-
plies the Vietcong with much of its
leadership, specialist personnel, key sup-
plies such as heavy crdnance and com-

.. munjcations equipment, and, in some

cases, elite troops, -

This information is derived from the
interrogation of many thousands of Viet- °
cong captives and defectors and from
captured documents.

It is this hard core that has come
down from the north that has provided
the leadership cadres in all major in-

- surgent actions, Including the series of
sensational attacks on American instal-
lations.

The scale on which Hanol has been
supplying -the Vietcong insurgency was
dramatically illustrated this weekend
when an attack by an American helicop-
ter on-a ship off the coast of South Viet-
_ham resulted in the discovery of an enor-
mous arms cache—almost enough, in the

.words of one American officer, to equip
-an entire division. The haul included a
thousand Russian-made carbines, hun-
-dreds of Russian submachine guns, and
light machine guns, and Chinese burp
‘guns, and scores of tons of ammunition.
. There were also a variety of sophisticated
.land mines and ammunition for a new
. type of rocket launcher used against
" tanks. A Communist guerrilla who was
. eaptured in the action sald that the ship
which delivered the weapons had made
six trips to bases along the South Viet-
" iam coast, dropping off supplies.
. Finally, we would do well to consider
the fact that the general offensive
launched by the Communist forces in
Vietnam 2 weeks ago was preceded by an

.-open- call by Hanol radlo for assaults

throughout the country on Vietnamese
and American positions,

"'The public confusion on the nature of
the Vietnamese war stems in large meas-
ure from the sabotage of the Communist

“member of the three-man International

* Control Commission set up to supervise

the carrying out of the Geneva agree-
ment. By 1961, reports of 1,200 offensive
ineidents of Communist ngents, ranging
fromn .one-man assassinations to large-
stale military actions, had been pre-
sented to the Commission.  The Commis-
" slon, however, took no action because the
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Polish Communist member consistently
refused to investigate reports of North
Vietnamese Intervention in South Viet-
nam. In this way, this entire massive
body of evidence of Hanoi’s intervention
in South Vietnam was muted and ren-
dered ineffective.

In order to understand the war in Viet-
nam, we have to get away from tradi-
tional concepts in which armies with
their own insignias cross clearly marked
national demarcation lines after their
governments have duly declared war.

Communist guerrilla warfare is waged
without any declaration of war. In the

_ case of Vietnam, it is waged from exter-

nal sanctuaries which claim immunity to

. attack because the state which harbors

them has not formally declared war.

It blends military cadres who have in-
filtrated into the country with native
dissidents and conscripts, in a manner

which conceals the foreign instigation of .

the insurgency, and which enables the
Communists to pretend that it is merely

& clvil war.

It is time that we nall the civil war
It Is time that we ree-
ognized it as a form of aggression ag
intolerable as open aggression across
marked frontlers.

Why did Ho Chi Minh decide to launch
the current war for the liberation of
The answer to this
question’ is really very simple.

After the Geneva agrecment, it had

" been the expectation of the Communists
that South Vietnam would collapse in -

administrative and political chaos be-

. fore many months had passed, and that

it would fall into their hands like an

‘overripe plum. Indeed, when Ngo Dinh

Diem took office as Premier after the
surrender of North Vietnam to the Com-

munists, 99 percent of the Western press -

viewed the situation in South Vietham
as hopeless and predicted an early take-
over by the Communist guerrillas.

Cut off from the mineral and indus-
trial riches of the north; swamped by
an influx of 1 million refuges;s without
an adequate army or administration of
its own; with three major sects, each
with private armies, openly challenging

" its authority—confronted with this com~

bination of burdens and handicaps, it
seemed that nothing could save the new
born South Vietnamese Government.
But then there took place something-
that has properly come to be called the
Diem miracle; this term was used at
different times by President Kennedy and
Secretary McNamara prior to Diem's
overthrow, which most people, I believe,

. now realize was a tragic mistake.

Diem first of all moved to destroy the

" power of the infamous Binh Xyuen, &

sect of river pirates who, under the

" French, were given a simultaneous mo-

nopoly on the metropolitan police force

- . of Saigon and on the thousands of oplum

dens and houses of prostitution and
gambling that flourished there.

Bo powerful was the Binh Xyuen and
80 weak were the Diem forces at the
time that even the American Ambassa=
dor urged Diem not {o attack them, .

Diem, however, did attack them n.nd
dnm’thenwuror Balgon. . e

“D. 35——0
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Having defeated the -military sects

and integrated them into the Armed
Forces of the republiec, Diem within a
few years was able to resettle the 1 mil-
lion refugees and to create a stable uni-
fied state where none had previously ex-
isted. .
. I could not help feeling indignant over
an article on Vietnam which appeared
some time ago in the Washington Star.
The author, Prof. Bernard Fall, who
wrote the article in ill-concealed admi-
ration of what the Communists had done
in their area of Vietnam, mentioned the
foct that the Communists had built
schools for the people. What he did not
mention was that from 1955 to 1963
President Diem has doubled the number
of students in elementary schools, while
at the secondary school level the in-
crease has been fivefold.

The remarkable progress in the field
of education was no exception. The en-
tire South Vietnamese society scored re-
markable advances in every fleld of eco-
nomic and social endeavor, so that in
19063 South Vietnam for the first time
had a sizable rice surplus for export.
There were significant increases in all
sectors of industry and agriculture, and
a8 20-percent rise in per capita income.

Meanwhile, in North Vietnam, things
As in
every other Communist country the col-
lectivization of the peasants resulted in
g dramatic reduction of food output and
in chronic food shortages throughout
the country. The resentment of the

peasants was compounded by the brutal .

and indiscriminate punishment of hun-
dreds of thousands of peasant farmers
who were hailed before so-called people’s
courts and charged with being bourgeois
elements or exploiting landlords. Dur-
ing the course of 1955 peasant revolts
broke out in several areas.
even & revolt in Ho Chi Minh’s own vil-
lage, And there was some evidence that
the troops sent to suppress these revolts
sometimes sympathized with the peas-
ants, Shortages increased year by year.
-The people became increasingly apa-
thetic,,

The contrast between the growing
prosperity of the South and the growing
misery in the North confronted the Viet-
namese Communists with a challenge
they could not tolerate. That is why
they decided that they had to put an
end to freedom in South Vietnam,
While they have scored some sensational
victories in their war of subversion
against the South Vietnamese Govern-
ment, I think it important to point out
that this war has gravely complicated
the already serious internal difficulties
of the North, so that in 1963, for exam-
ple, the per capita output of rlce in Com-

.munist North Vietham wa.s 20 percent-

lower than in 1960.

And I also consider it .1mportant to
understand the significance of the fact
that the Vietcong insurgency was di-

- rected not against & government that
had failed to improve the lot of its peo-

ple but against a government which,
.over & short period of time, had scored

some of the most dramatic economic and -

There was’

j,'{)c;.ial advances recorded anywhere in
sia
' ESCALATION: FACT ANMD FALLACY

There has been a good deal of talk
about the United States escalating the
war in South Vietnam. Several Senators
who spoke last week warned that if we
esealate the war by means of air strikes
apainst North Vietnam, the escalation
may get out of hand and wind up as a war
witlh Red China or perhaps even a world
wal.

But 1t is not we who have escalated the
way; it Is the Communists. Peiping and
Hanoi have been busy escalating the war
in South Vietnam for several years now.
They have sent in tens of thousands of
solcliers of the North Vietnamese Army;
they have trained additional tens of thou-
sands of dissident South Vietnamese;
they have supplied them with massive
quantities of equipment; and they have
stepped up the tempo of their attacks
agalnst the Vietnamese people.

Now we are told that if we take any ac-
tlon against the territory of North Viet-
nam, which has mounted and directed
the entire attack on South Vietnam, it
will entail the risk of world war.

If the Communists are always to be
permitted the privilege of escalating their
attempts to take over new countries,
while we shrink from retaliation for fear
of further escalation, we might as well
throw in the sponge now and tell the
Comumunists the world is theirs for the
taking.

I find 1t difficult to concelve of Red
China sending in her armies In response
to air strikes against carefully selected
military targets. After all, if they did
so, they would be risking retaliation .
against their highly vulnerable coastal
cities, where most of Red China’'s indus-
try is concentrated. They would be risk-
ing setting back their economy 10 or 20
years,

Moreover, both the Chinese Commu-
nists and the Hanol Communists are
aware that the massive introduction of
Chinese troops would create serious pop-
ular resentment because of the tradi-
tional Vietnamese suspicion of Chinese
imperialism.

That there will be no invasion of the
North by Vietnamese and American
forces can, I believe, be taken as axio-
matic¢. Nor do I believe there will be any
large-scale involvement of American
troops oh the Korean model. We will
have to continue to provide the Viet-
namese with logistical support and air
support, as we are doing now. But on
the ground, the fighting can most effec-
tively be done by the Vietnamese armed
forces, supported, I believe, by military

. contingents from the other free Asian

countries.
THE FALLACY THAT THE ASIAN PEOPLES DO NOT
HNOW TIE MEANING OF FREEDOM
It has been stated by the senlor Sena-
tor frorn Idaho [Mr. CuHURCH] and by
other critics of our foreign pollcy 1n Viet-
nam that it 1s pointless to talk about

: fighting for freedom in Asia becsuse the

Aslan people historically do not know the
meaning of freedom. It has even been
implied that, because of their ignorance

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA:RDP75-00149R000200320038-7

W .

:



’

L,

8

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000200320038-7

3274

of freedom and thelr indifference to it,
comumiunism exercises 8 genuine attrac-
tion for the peoples of Asia.

I am sure that most Asians would con-
sider this analysis condescending and

offensive. I myself would be disposed to

agree with them. It is ananalysis which,
in my opinion, is false on almost every
score.

We have grown accustomed to equat--

ing freedom with the full range of free-
doms that we in the United States today
enjoy. But, in the world in which we
line, the word “freedom” has at least
three separate and perhaps equally im-
portant connotations,

First, there is national freedom, or in-
dependence from foreign control.

Second, there is freedom of speech
and press and the other freedoms in-
herent in parliamentary democracy, such
as we enjoy.

And, third, there is the type of natural
freedom that is enjoyed by primitive

" peasants and tribesmen In many back-

ward countries, even under political
autocracies.

It is true that most Asian governments
are autocratic; and it is probably true
that the Vietnamese people do not un-
derstand or appreciate freedom in the
sense of parllamentary democracy. But
they certainly understand the meaning
of “freedom’” when the word is used to
mean Independence from foreign rule.
They are, in fact, a people with a long
and proud history and a strong sense of
national identity. Every Vietnamese
schoolboy knows that his people fought
and trlumphed over the hordes of
Genghis Khan in defense of their free-
dom and he also knows that his country
was free for five centurles before the
French occupation. Finally, he knows
and takes pride in the fact that his peo-
ple drove out the French colonialists de-
spite their army of 400,000 men. Do not
tell me -that these people know nothing
about freedom.

To the westernized Salgonese intellec-
tuals, freedom of speech and freedom of
the press are certainly very real issues;
and even though they may have not mas-
tered the processes, they would unques-
tionably like to see some kind of parlia-
mentary democracy in their country. It
is completely understandable that they
should have chafed over the political con-
trols that existed under the Diem gov-
ernment, and that have existed, in one
degree or another, under succeeding gov-
ernments.

But in the countryside, where the great
mass of the people reside, the political
controls that exist in the city are mean-
ingless. The peasant is free to own his
own land, to dispose of his produce, to
worship according to his beliefs, to guide

,.the upbringing of his children, and to

"elect his local village officials. To him,
these freedoms that touch on his every-

day life are the freedoms that really’
© count, not the abstract and remote free-

doms of constitutional and federal gov-
ernment.

" And, if on top of granting him these
natural freedoms, the government as-
sists him by building schools and dis-
pensaries and by providing seed and fer-
tiHzer, then. from. the st.andpomt of the
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southeast Asian peasant, his life is full
and he is prepared to fight to defend it
against the Communists.

It is, in short, completely untrue that
the Vietnamese people and the other
peoples of Asia do not know the mean-
ing of freedom. And it is equally untrue
that communism Is acceptable to. the
Aslan peasant because of his indiffer-
ence to freedom.

Communism has never been freely ac-
cepted by any people, anywhere, no mat-
ter how primitive.

It has never been accepted for the
simple reason that even primitive peoples
do not enjoy being pushed around and
brutalized and terrorized, and told what
to do and what not {o do, and having

‘their every activity ordered and super-

vised by political commissars.

This is why communism must govern
by means of ruthless dictatorship wher-
ever it takes power.

This i5 why the primitive mountain
peoples of both Laos and Vietnam have,
in an overwhelming majority, sided
against the Communists.

This i3 why there are almost 8 mil-
lon refugees from Communist rule in
Asia today—people who have seen the
reality of the so-called People’s Democ-
racy, and who have given up everything
they possessed and frequently risked
their lives to escape from it.

That Is why there is barbed wire and
Iron curtains surrounding the Commu-
nist countrles. The inhabitants of the
Communist countries would all leave if
they could.

There is one final comment I would like
to make while dealing with this sub-
Ject. Too often I have heard it said
that the Vietnamese people are not fight-
ing because there is nothing to choose
between communism and the kind of gov-
ernment they now have,

To equate an authoritarian regime like
that In South Vietnam, or Talwan, or
Thailand with the totalitarian rule of
communism is tantamount to losing all
sense of proportion. Not only have these
regimes never been guilty of the massive
bloodletting and total direction of per-
sonal life which has char acterized Com-
munist rule in every country, but, care-
fully examined, it will turn out that these
regimes are a mixture of natural democ-
racy at the bottom with political controls
of varying rigidity at the top.

Even at their worst, the political au-
tocracles that exist In certain free Aslan
countries .are a thousand times better
than communism from the standpoint of
how they treat their own people. And
at their best, some of these autocracies
have combined control of the press and
political parties with remarkably pro-
gressive social programs,

Butl perhaps more important from our .

standpoint is that these free autoeracies,
for lack of a better term, do not threaten
the peace of their neighbors or of the

world or threaten our own security,

e

whereas world communism has now be-
come a threat of terrifying dimensions,

THE FPALLACY THAT THE VIETNAMEéI FEOPLE

. HAVE NO WILL TO RESIST COMMTUNISM

Weé have been told that the Vietnamese
people are . Indifferent to .communism;

ot
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that they resist it only halfheartedly.
Some commentators have even sought to
gcreate the impression that America is in
a' position -of coercing the South Viet-
namese to fight against communism.

* This estimate of the attitude of the
South Vietnamese people is totally false.

True, Souh Vietnam is suffering from
political instability.

True, the war against the Vietcong is
going badly.

But these things by themselves do not
constitute proof that the Vietnamese
people are indifferent to communism or
that they do not have the will to res'st.

The people of South Vietnam are, in
fact, one of the most anti-Communist
peosples in the world. Among them are
motre than 1 million refugees who sacri-
flced everything they possessed to flee
from North Vietnam to South Vietnam
niter the country was divided by the
Geneva agreement of 1954; and it is esti~
mated that there are another 300,000 in-
ternal refugees who have fled from Com-
munist-controlled areas in the south.
Among the present population of 14 mil-
lion, In addition, there are several million
peasants and workers and students who
have at one time or another borne arms
against the Communists, some of them
in the Vietnamese Army, the majority in
village self-defense units.

The overwhelming majority of the
people of South Vietnam know what com-
munism means because they have experi-
enced it on thelr own backs. There are
indeed very few South Vietnsmese who
do not have friends or relatives who have
beent the vietims of Communist brutality
and terror.

Lot me tell the story of one such act
of Communist terror, because statistics
by themselves tend to be meaningless.

In the village of Phu Hoa, there was a
teenage girl by the name of Giau, the
pride of her parents and a born leader of
others. As a member of the Republican
Youth Organization, she organized the
village youth and gave talks. On the
evening of January 15, 1962, she was ab-
ducted from her village by ¥Vietcong sol-
diers. The next morning her mutilated
ang decapitated body—I have a photo-
groph of it—was discovered in the road-
way outside the village withi & note on
her breast captioned “Death Sentence
for Ciau,” and signed by the “People’s
Fronk of Liberation.”

For a long period of time, assassina-
tlons such as this were going on at the
rate of some 500 a month, or 6,000 a
year. The victims were most frequently
active supporters of government, local
administrators, village heads, and school-
teachiers. The families of vliage mili-
tiamen were another favorite target.
The Vietcongz would entice the militia
away from the village—and ‘when they
returned they would find thelr wives and
children massacred.

‘While the facts of these mass assassi-
nations are not generally known in our
couniry, they are.known in Vietnam.
And this is one of the reasons why the
Vietnamese people hate the Cotnmunists,
and why they continue to reslst them
despite the chronic political instability
In Saigon and despite the seeming hope-
lessness of thelr situation.

s
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For some strange reason, the torture
of one Vietcong prisoner aroused far
more indignation in our country than
the mssassination of scores of thousands
of innocent civillans by the Vietcong
Communists, including the bombing of a
schoolbus in which a score of children
died.

But, If the Vietnamese people are antl-
Communist, I have been asked: Why has
the Vietnamese Army put up so poor a
show?

The Vietnamese Army has been handi-
capped by political instability by the fre-
quent shifts of officers, by poor stafl
work, by its Inadequate use of scouts and
security patrols, and by the many dis-
advantages under which counterguer-
rills forces must always operate. But,
it is simply not true that the Vietnamese
Army has shown no willingness to fight.

They have fought bravely in thou-
sands of engagements. They have taken

" heavy casualties and inflicted much

heavier casualties on the enemy.
The belief that the Vietnamese people

do not have the will to resist the Com- -

munists and that the Vietnamese forces
have fought poorly against them, is in
large measure due to the unfortunate
emphasis which the press always places
on disasters and defects.

It probably also springs in part from .

the traditional attitude of the American
newspaperman that it is his duty to
mercilessly expose every weakness in
his city government, in his State govern-
ment, in his National Government.
I do not complain about that. I sup-
pose that is the way it has to be. :
But whatever the reasons may be, the
emphasis in the press has been so mis-
leading that even knowledgeable mem-~
. bers of the administration have been con-
fused by it. For example, a member of
.the administration who very recently
visited Vietnam informed me that, con-
trary to his impressions from reading the
press he was amazed to learn that in
eight engagements of battalion size and
larger which took place during the
month of January 1965, the Vietnamese
Army got the better of the engagement
in every single case.
I have here the comparative figures
for Vietnamese and Vietcong casualties
-for the 3-year period 1962-64, which
T have received from an officlal source.
I wish to read them, Mr, President, be-
cause they throw an altogether new light
on the situation in Vietham. 'I do not
know why these fizures were not released
.long ago. I hear people complaining
that they do not Know what is going on

" 4n Vietnam. The release of these figures

would have helped them to understand.

In 1962 the Vietnamese Army lost 4,400
killed in action against 21,000 Vietcong
killed, and 1,300 prisoners against 5,600
captives taken from the Vietcong.

Those are pretty good statistics. They
ought to be read and studied by persons
who are sgaying the South Vietnamese
‘have no will to fight, - :

Listen to these further figures:

In 1983 the figures were 5,700 Vietna-
mese soldiers killed in sction against
21,000 Vietcong, ‘and 3,300 missing or
captured against 4,000° Vietcong “cap-
t‘nfed ol L
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And even last year, when the fortunes
of war turned against the Vietnamese
government, the Vietnamese Army killed
17,000 Vietcong against a loss of 7,000
men, and took 4,200 Communists captive
agalnst 5,800 captives lost to them.

To those who say that the Vietnamese
Army has not shown the will to resist,
I point out that, over the 3-year period
for which I have presented figures, this
army suffered a total death toll of 17,000
men, which is almost as high as the total
American toll in South Korea. The
enemy’s casualties have been much heav-
fer. But the Communists have continued
to attack regardless of losses. And he-
cause 1t has not been possible to recon-
stitute a stable government since the
overthrow of Diem, and, because no one

'knows where guerrillas may strike next,

and because unlimited terror is a dread-
fully effective instrument, the Vietcong,
over the past 156 months, have been able
to make most of the Vietnamese country-
side insecure.

The fact that the Vietcong seem to be
winning and that they have heen so
effective in resisting government count-
erattacks, has led some people to believe
that the Vietcong soldier is convinced of
the justice of his cause and that this is
why he fights more grimly.

The Communists are masters of the
art of imposing iron discipline by means
of unlimited terror.

Senators will recall that during the
Korean war we all marveled at the dis-
cipline of the Chinese Communist sol-
diers who kept on marching without
breaking step while they were being
bombed and strafed by American planes,
or who attacked our positions, wave upon
wave, apparently oblivious to casualties.

I remember people saying, “See the
dedication of these Chinese Communists.
See how they bear themiselves agalnst
bullets and bombs. See how fanatically
they believe In their cauze.” I did not
think, that was the reason, but I did not

_have an effective answer until after the

war was over.

Senators wiil recall the terrible rlots
in the Koje prisoner-of-war camp, when
the prisoners seemed so grimly united
agalnst us that for weeks on end Amer-
ican soldiers could not venture into the
POW compound. Again, the common
assumption was that the prisoners were
all fanatical Communists.

But then the end of the war came—

and it turned out that 20,000 out of 25,000
of the Communist prisoners in our hands
asked for refugee status rather than
return to North Korea or China. And
these were supposed to be the dedicated
Communists who believe so fanatically
in communism.

Of the 5,000 who returned home, there

' {s reason to belleve that the majority
" did so with heavy hearts, because "of

strong family ties and not because of
‘any love for communism.

I remind the Senators—because these
things tend to be forgotten—of the evi-
dence which emerged that the Koje pris-
oners of war had been terrorized by a
tiny minority of Communist milltants
who ran the camp with an iron hand,

© torturing  political -opponents,  staging
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kangaroo courts, and ecxecuting and
burying those who were sentenced.

I also remind them of the scenes that
took: place when the prisoners were
brought before the Communist interro-
gators under the proccdures set up by
the Neutral Nations Repatriation Com-
misston, The prisoners had to be dragged
before the interrogators forcibly, their
arms pinned behind their backs by In-
dian soldiers. When the Communist in~
terrogators spoke to them, urging that
they return to their homeland, the pris-
oners spat out their hatred with a vehe-
mence that Western observers found

frightening. So embarrassing were the |

interrogations for the Communists that
after a number of sessions they decided
to call off the whole show.

In the light of this conclusion, how
much significance can one attach to the
seemingly fanatical courage displayed by
the Chinese and North Korean soldiers
in attacking our positions, or tn the grim
unity of the Koje prisoners of war in
resisting thelr American captors?

Before we marvel at the apparently

_high rnorale of the Vietcong forces in

South Vietnam, I suggest that we recall
the experience of the Korean war, be-
cause the evidence Is overwhelming that
the Vietcong Communists are using ter-
ror on the same scale and in the same
manner that it was employed on the
Korean battlefront and in the prisoner-
of-war camps.

That the morale of the Vietcong forees
is not 10 feet tall is demonstrated by the
substantial number of Vietcong prisoners
taken over the past 3 years. It is demon-
strated even more dramatically by the
fact that from” February 1963 throush
the end of 1964 there were approxi-
mately 17,000 Vietcong defections. The
number of defections would be far
larger, I am certain, if a stable govern-
ment could establish itself inn Saigon.

It is interesting to note that, while
most of the defectors have been young
peasants who were conscripted by the
Vietcong, their ranks also include North
Vietnamese officers who were told that
they were going south to fight thie Amer-
icans and who broke when they dis-
covered that they were flghting their
own people.

Impatient constituents have sometimes
asked me why the Communists have been
able to plan elaborate attacks on our
airfields and other installations without
advance intelligence reaching us from
members of the local population who
must have observed the Communists.

The instrument of terror is also appli-
cable to the control of the civilian popu-
lation. ‘Whenever the Communlsts take
over & village or a town, they systemat-
jcally massacre all known anti-Commu-
nist leaders and those who are suspected
of informing. 'They frequently nutilate
their bodies as an example to the people.
If we could give the Vietnamese vil-
lagers o feeling of greater security, ¥ am
sure that more intelligence would be
Torthcoming. As matters now stand, the
average Viethamese peasant fesrs that
the Communists are going to win the
war, ané he knows the terrible punish-

ment that awaits those who inform on’

the Communists. This is why our in-
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telligence has admittedly becn inade-

i guate—one of the reasons, certainly.

17 But this is a situation that could change

: dramatically if we succeeded in convine-
ing the Vietnamese people of our deter-
mination to help them retain their free-
cdom, and if we succeeded in inflicting a
number of significant defeats on the
enemy. .

i . THE BUDDHIST FALLACY

e I now wish to discuss the Buddhist sit-

) uation, about which we have heard for
several years now,

The myth of Buddhist persecution and

the parallel myth that the Buddhists are

' opposed to the Government, have be-
cause of the so-called militant Buddhist
movement, become important political
factors in Vietnam. It is, therefore, im-
portant that we should seeck to under-
stand the nature of this movement, the
motivation of its leaders, and the real
degree of influence it exerts over the
Vietnamese people.

It is, indeed, idle to debate the subject

. of Vietnam and our policy there and not

; " . understand the so-called Buddhist prob-

! - lem. There has been much loose talk

; . about it, but there has thus far been little

hard, factual information.

The campaign which resulted in the
overthrow of President Diem was marked
by the charge that he had subjected the

' Buddhist religion to inhuman persecu-
. tion; and, in protest against this alleged
" persecution,’a number of Buddhist monks
went through the horrifying ritual of
gelf-immolation.

" - Week after week, month after month,
the American people and the people of
-the world were inundated with stories
supporting the charge that Diem was

" persecuting the Buddhist religion. There
were a number of experienced corre-
spondents of national reputation who
challenged the authenticity of these

i stories. But their volces were drowned

B by the torrent of charges and allegations

! that appeared in some of our major news-

: * papers, and that were lent further

“credence because of repetition of our of-
fical information agencies.

b s s B i e 5 e

At the invitation of President Diem, the .

U.N. General Assembly decided to send a

factfinding mission to South Vietnam to

: look into the situation. I find this rarely

: .t referred to in any discussion of the Bud-
dhist question, but it 13 a fact that the
United Nations did send a mission over
there, ’

While the mission was still in the coun-
try, President Diem and his brother,
Ngo Dinh Nhu, were overthrown and
assassinated, ’ o

The mission decided that the overthrow
of Diem made it unnecessary to come up
with a formal finding. I belleve that

i this was most regrettable. But the sum-
B . ary of the testimony which it had taken
; in Vietnam pointed strongly to the con-
: clusion that the persecution of the

,Buddhists was elther nonexistent or
' vastly exaggerated and that the agita-
i‘ " tion was essentially political. This, in
; - essence, was what I was told in a per-

"sonal conversation with Ambassador Fer-

mando Volio Jiminez, of Costa Rica, who .

-had introduced the motion calling for, the
setting up of the U.N. mission and. who
scrved as amemberofit., ... .- . -

1. . \
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I went to New York and saw Ambas-
sador Volio. I said, “Mr. Ambassador, I
understand you were & member of the
United Nations commission which went
to Vietnam. I should like to ask you
what the facts are.”” Ambassador Volio
gave me the facts as I have given them to
you here.

Ambassador Pinto, of Dohomey, an-
other member of the U.N. mission, ex-
pressed himself in similar terms in
public.

The entire tragic story suggests that
the free world was made the victim of a
gigantic propaganda hoax, as a result of
which the legitimate government of

President Diem was destroyed and a .

chaotie situation created which has in-
evitably played into the hands of the
Communists.

If Senators have not yet had time to
read the report of the U.N. factfinding
mission to Vietnam, I urge them to do so

- because it throws essential light on the

current activities of the militant
Buddhists. I am arranging to have copies
mailed to every Senator, and I hope that
all Senators will read it, because they
will learn a great deal about the present
Buddhist situation from it.

The first fact which needs to be estab-
lished in evaluating the militant Buddhist

. movement Is that the Buddhists do not

constitute 80 or 85 percent of the popula-
tion, as was widely reported at the time
of the Buddhist crisls. According to Dr.

Mai Tho Truyen, one of the greatest au-

thorities on Vietnam Buddhism, the Viet-
namese Buddhists number approximately
4 million people, or about 30 percent of
the population.

The second point that must be made is
that the militant Buddhists constitute
only a small fraction of the total Bud-
dhist population. The millions of the
Buddhist peasants, in their great ma-
jority, .do not approve of the militant
political actions and the government-
toppling intrigues of the Buddhist mili-
tants in Saigon. Thelr activities, indeed,
run completely counter to the pacific
traditions of the Buddhist religion.

It is questionablée whether the Bud-
dhist militants have been able to mobilize
8s many as 50,000 active supporters in
all the demonstrations they have staged
in Salgon and Hue and other cities. But
because political power resides in the
cities, the several tens of thousands of

- Buddhist militants, by their clamor and

thelr persistent demonstrations and their
clever propaganda, have succeeded in
creating the impression that they speak
for the people of the cities and for the
majority of the people of Vietham.
What do the Buddhist militants want?
Before the overthrow of President Diem,
Thich Tri Quang told Marguerite Hig-
gins frankly: “We cannot get an arrange-
ment with the north until we get rid of

. Diem and Nhu.”

The evidence is clear that Thich Tri
Quang and some of his other militants
are still bent on an agreement with the
north. . Indeed, only last Friday, Quang
called for U.8. negotiations with Ho Chi

If there Is reason to belleve that Thich
Trl Quang 18 a neutralist, there is even
more reason for fearing that some of the
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other members of the Buddhist opposi-
tion movement are openly pro-Commu-
nist or that they have become tools of
the rather substantial Communist infil-
tration which is known to exist in the
Buddhist clergy in the various countries
of Asia.

That such an infiliration should exist
is not surprising because thsre are no
barriers to it.

A man who wants to become a Bud-
dhist monk does not have to prepare him-
self for his ministry by engaging in
studies, nor does he have to be ordalned,
nor does he take any vow.

He simply shaves his head and dons
the snffron robe and enters s monas-
tery-—and overnight he becomes one of
the religious elite. .

When he wishes to leave the mon-
astery, he sheds his robe and leaves it:
if he wishes to reenter, he dons his robe
again and reenters. That is all there
is toit. . )

I do not ecriticize this procedure on
religiotis grounds.

Buddhism is one of the great religions
of mankind and much can be sald for
an arrangement that enables every man
of religlous disposition to spensl at least
a portien of his life under the voluntary
monastic discipline characteristic of
Buddhlism,

But, regrettably, it is a procedure that
leaves the door wide open to Communist
infiltration.

I remember that when we were digging
into the flles of the Nazis at Nuremberg,
we found that Hitler had under consider-
ation a program of infilkrating the
churches by inducing young people to
enter seminaries, so that he could have
them at his disposal.

When I first began to hear of the
Buddhist situation, it occurred toc me
that more than likely there was a sim-
ilar infiltration of religion at work.

The militant Buddhists have used the
influence and prestige which accrued to
them from the overthrow of Diem for
the prime purpose of making stable gov-
ernment impossible: in this sense, what-
ever the Intent of their leaders, they

-have been serving the desires of the

Communist Vietcong,

They have organized demonstrafions,
provoked riots, inflamed .passions with
highly publicized fasts and self-immola-
tions, and subjected the government to
a ceaseless propaganda barrage. They
overthrew the Khanh government.
Then they overthrew the Huong govern-
tment which succeeded it. And they
seem to be intent on making things im-
possible for any government that may
‘come to power,

It is, of course, difficult to deal with a
political conspiracy that camoufiages it-
self in religious robes. In any case, this
is a matter for the Vietnamese Govern-
ment and not for our own Government.
But it would make matters immeasur-
ably easier for the Vietnamese authori-
ties if the true facts about Buddhlsm
in Vietnam were given {o the American
people and if .they could be helped to
understand how little the Buddhist mili- -
tants really: represent, -how nefativus
their political:activities have really hesn,
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. majority of the Indochinese people.
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and how much they have done to under-
mine the fight against Communists.

No stable government can be created
in Vietnam without the participation and
support of responsible Buddhist leader-
ship. But this responsible leadership
cannot be found among the handful of
monks of questionable antecedents who
have been misdirecting the militant
Buddhist movement in the cities of Viet-

nam.
Tt is time to spesk bluntly on this issue.
THE FALLACY OF THE FRENCH ANALOGY

Over and over again in recent months
T have heard it said that our position in
Vietnam is impossible because the
French, who knew Vietnam so much bet-
ter than we do, were compelled to admit

defeat after 8 years of war against the.

Vietminh. A recent half-page adver-
tisement in the New York Times asked:
“How can we win in Vietnam with less
than 30,000 advisers, when the French
could not win with an army of nearly

- half a million?” .
Our own position is entirely different

from the French position in Indochina.
. The French were a colonial power, €x-

ploiting and imposing their will on the

Indochinese people and stubbornly deny-
ing them their freedom. The French
military effort in Indochina was doomed
pecause it had against it not only the
Communists but the overwhelmlné
was a war fought by Frenchmen against
Indochinese.
The United States, however, does not
seek to impose its control on Vietnam or
- exploit Vietham. We are not a colonial
power. We seek only to help the people
of South Vietnam defend their freedom
against an insurgency that is inspired
and directed and aided by the North Viet-
namese Communists. 'This is understood
by the Vietnamese people. And that is
why hundreds of thousands of Vietham-

-~ ese who fought with Ho Chi Minh against

the French are today fighting for the
Saibkon government against the Vietconsg.
-+ That is why the war against the Viet-
cong can be won, while the war of French
.colonfalism against the Indochinese inde-
pendence movement -was doomed from
the outset. There Is no similarity in
the two situations that has any meaning
or validity.
WHAT CAN BE DONE?

I believe the war in Vietnam can be
won without a significant increase in our

- military effort, There are many things
- that can be done to improve the perform-
ance of our side, and most of them lle

- “Tessentially in the nonmilitary field.
Let me set forth some of the things

that X believe can be done.
THE NEED FOR IMPROVED LIAISON

One of the most obvious and most seri-
ous weaknesses of the American position
in Vietnam is the lack of adequate laison
with the leaders of the various sectors of
the Vietnamese community.

Because of this lack of communication,
we have frequently been caught un-

awares by developments; we have re=—
_ mained without serious ability to influ-

ence them; and we have not been able to
‘effectively nesist the Vietnamese in com-

~ meet the Communist insurgency by tra-
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municating with each other and in sta-
bilizing the political situation in Saigon.

No one person is to blame for this. It
is, rather, the system which rotates mili-
tary officers and AID officials and other
Americans in Vietnam on an annual or
2-year basis.

As one American officer pointed out in
a recent interview, “It takes about 8
months before you can really get to know
the country and the people. And, just
about the time you are beginning to
understand something, you are rotated
home and that is the end of your utility.”

I believe that something can be done to
improve this situation.

T have met a number of Americans,

. former soldiers and former AID officials,

who have spent 5 years or more in Viet-
nam, have built up personal friendships
with leaders of every sector of the Viet-
namese community, enjoy the confidence
of the Vietnamese because of their
understanding and dedication, and who

. would jump at the opportunity to return

to Vietnam for the purpose of helping it
in this critical hour. I am ftold that
there may be as many as 10 or 12 such
people in this country.

I have proposed in a letter to the
President that these Americans be con-
stituted into a liaison group and that
they be dispatched to Saigon imme-
diately for the purpose of helping the
Embassy to establish the broadest and
most effective possible lialson with the
army leaders, with the Buddhists, with
the intellectual community, and with the
Vietnamese political leaders.

I know that there is always a tendency
on the part of World War II officers to
resent World War I officers, and on the
part of those who are involved in a situa-
tion today to resist the assistance of
those who preceded them. There 18 also
sometimes a tendency for those who were
there yesterday to believe that they
understand things better than those who
are there today.

But this is a situation in which I am
confident every American, no matter
what his rank, will seek to rise above his
personal prejudices. Itis a situation that
demands the utilization of every ounce
of experience and dedication available
to us.

It is my earnest personal conviction
that the dispatch of such a liaison group
to Saigon would result in an early im-
provement in our ability to communicate
with the Vietnamese and in our ability to
assist them in achieving the political stas.. .
bility which is essentlal to the successful
prosecution of the war.

THE NEED FOR A STEPPED-UP POLITICAL WARFARE
EFFORT

From many conversations with ‘Viet-
namese and with Americans who have
served in various capeacities in Vietnam,
I am convinced that another one of our
major weaknesses lies in the field of po-
litical warfare. .

We have, by and large, been trylng to

ditional military methods or by tradi-
tional methods slightly tailored to meet
the special requirements of guerrilla war-
fare. In the fleld of political warfare,
where the Communists have scored their
most-spectacular triumphs, our own ef-
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fort has been limited, and halting, and
amateurish, and, In fact, sadly ineffec-
tive.

The prime goal of political warfare, os
it must be waged by freemen, is to win
men’s minds. The prime goal of political
warfare, as it is waged by the Commu-
nists, is to erode and paralyze the wlil to
resist by mecans of total error.

An effective political warfare program
requires three major ingredients: Iivsf,
s handful of basle slogans which capsul-~
ize popular desires and which are capable
of striking responsive chords in the
hearts of the people; second, a propa-
ganda apparatus capable of conveying
this program both to those on the Gov-
ernment side and those on the side of the
insurgents; third, specially trained cacl-
res to direct the effort.

But the slogans we have are inside-
quate., Our propaganda program is dis-
mally weak compared with that of the
Communisis. And according to my in-
formation, we still have not asslsted the
Vietnamese to set up an intensive train-
ing program in Communist cold war
methods and how to counter them.

An article In the New York Times cn
August 3, 1064, pointed out that in every
area “the basic cutting tool of the Viet-
cong Is a squad of about 10 armed men
‘and women whose primary function is
propaganda.” The article also said that
“Most of the experts in psychological
warfare and propaganda here belleve thu
Vieteong’s agitprop teams have done the
Saigon government more damage than
even the tough Vietcong regular batin-
lions.” Finally, the article made the
point that according to_ estimates there
were 320 Vietcong “agitprop” teams
working in the country, against 20 “in-
formation teams” for the government
side. This gave the Vietcong an edge of
16 to 1 in the fleld of propaganda per-
sonnel, And the edge was probably even
greater in terms of finesse and effective~
ness. :

Even 1f we help the South Vietnamese
Government intensify its propaganda ef~
fort, there would still remain the prob-
lem of basic goals and slogans.

I have pointed out that the Vietnamese
people have a proud history and a strong
sense of national unity. All Vietnamese,
whether they live in the north or south,
would like to see a unified and peaceful
Vietham. But as matters now stand, only
the Communists are able to hold forth
the prospect of the reunification of Viet~ .
nam. To date we have not given the -
South Vietnamese Government the green
light to set up a “Committee for the
Liberation of North Vietnam,” as coun-
terpart to the “Liberation Front” which
the Communists have set up in the south.
This places the South Vietnamese side
at a grave disadvantage. -

There are any number of patriotic:

“North Vietnamese refugees who have

been itching for the opportunity to setf.
up a Liberation Committee for the North.

-The establishment of such a committee

could, in my opinion, have an immediate ; 
and profound impact on the conduet of
the war. ' : :

- But above all, the situation in Vietnam .
underscores. the need for an effective . -

training program ‘in political warfare, .
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for our own foreign service and military
personnel so that they can help to com-
municate this knowledge to nationals of
other countries who, like the South Viet-
namese, are engaged in a life-and-death
struggle for survival against the most
cunning and most ruthless practitioners
of political warfare history has ever
known.

In this connection, I wish to bring
to the attention of my colleagues the
fact that there has been pending before
Congress for some 6 years a bill calling
for the establishment of a Freedom
Academy. This would be an institu-
tion where Americans and citizens of
other free countries could receive con-
centrated training in Communist tech-
niques and operations, and in tactics and
methods designed to frustrate the Com-
munists at every operational level, from

- elections for the control of trade unions

and student organizations, to street riots,
to attempted insurrections. .

The Senate Judiciary Committee In
reporting this measure to the floor in
May of 1960, described the bill as “one

* of the most important measures ever in-

troduced in the Congress.” But, unfor-
tunately, although the bill was passed
by the Senate, the House took no action.

When the bill was reintroduced for the
third time in early 1963, it has the spon-

sorship of the following BSenators: -

MunpT, DouGLas, CASE, DODD, SMATHERS,
Goldwater, PROXMIRE, FON6, HICKEN-
LocoPER, MILLER, Keafing, LavuscHE, and
ScortT.

The distinguished senlor Senator from
South' Dakota last Friday reintroduced
the measure for the fourth time, and it is
now lying on the table, so that those who
wish to add their names as cosponsors
may do so. It is my earnest hope that
the measure will have the sponsorship
of an even larger bipartisan group of
Senators than it did in 1963. It is my
hope too that there will be no further
delay, no foot dragging, in enacting this
long-overdue measure. It 15 time, high
time, that we recognize the imperative
need to equlp ourselves and our allles

.~ with the knowledge and the trained per-

sonnel required to meet the Communist
onslaught,
VCAEII.YING THE GUERRILLA WAR TO THE NORTH

First of all, I think there is a growing

‘acceptance of the need for-punishing the
North with hit-and-run raids. It would

be much more effective if these raids
could be catrried out in the name of a
North Vietnamese Liberation Front than

- In the name of the South Vietnamese

Government.

Second, I have reason for belleving
that increasing consideration is being
given to the need for countering the Viet~
cong insurgency in the South with a
guerrilla warfare effort in the North. -

In May of 1961, when I returned from
Laos and Vietnam, I made a statement,
which I should like to repeat today:

The best way for us to stop Communist
guerrilla action in Laos and in South Viet-
nam 18 to send guerrilla forces into North
Vietnam; to equip and supply those patriots

already in the fleld; to make every Commu-~

nist official fear the just retribution of an

.outraged humanity; to make every Commu-

nist arsenal, government bullding, commu-
s S L W T sk )
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nications center and transportation facility
a target for sabotage; to provide a rallying
point for the great masses of oppressed peo-
ple who hate communism because they have
known it. Only when we glve the Commu-

nists more trouble than they can handils at -

home, will they cease their aggression agninst
the outposts of frecdom.

I believe that cvery word I sald in 1961
1s doubly valld today. It 1snot too late to
embark upon such a program. And if we
do give the South Vietnamese Govern-
ment the green light to embark upon it
on an effective, hard-hitting scale, again
I think it would add signlficantly to the
psychological impact of the entire pro-
gram if all guerrilla activities were car-
ried out in the name of the “Commitice
for the Liberation of the North.”

A FEW MILITARY SUGGESTIONS

I do not pretend to be a military ex-
pert. But I have discussed the situation
in Vietnam with a number of military
men of considerable experience in the
area, and I have been encouraged to be-
lieve that the several suggestions which
I have to make in this field are realistic.

I submit them for the consideration
of my colleagues, because I think they
make sense,

My first proposition is that we cannot
regard the war In Vietnam in isolation
from the rest of southeast Asla.

The Communist Party over which Ho
Chi Minh presided for many years wes
the Communist Party of Indochina. In-
deed, to this day, there is no such thing
85 a Communist Party in Vietnam. Ho
Chi Minh’s thinking and strategy are
directed toward the reunification of all
the former territorles of French Indo-
china under his personsl sway. This
makes it imperative for us to develop a
coordinated strategy for the entire area
iIf we are to cope effectively with the
Communist strategy.

Propositlon No., 2 is that there are
certain dramatic military actions open
to us that do not involve the territory of
North Vietnam.

The hub of the JIo Chi Minh trail is
the town of Tchepone, inside the Lao-
tian frontler, just south of the 17th par-
allel, the dividing line between North
Vietham and South Vietham. Through
Tchepone pour most of the reinforce-
ments and equipment from North, Viet-
nam. From Tchepone the men and
equipment are infiltrated into - South
Vietham elong hundreds of different
Jungle trails. '

I recall that when I met with Presi-
dent Diem in April of 1961, he urged that
the Americans assist him and the Laotian

- Government in preemptive action to

secure three key centers in the Laotian
Panhandle—Tchepone, Saravane, and
Attopeu—in order to prevent the large-
scale inflltration which is today taking
place. I still have a copy of the marked
map which he gave me in outlining his
Had Diem’s advice been fol-
lowed there would have been no Ho Chi
Minh trail. But this was at the time of
the Laotian armistice and we were not
disposed to take any actions which might
provoke the Laotian Communists. - So
nothing was done, i :

. The seizure of Tchemoné'l;y ‘Laotian

.and Viethamese forces, with American

Pty T
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air support would, I have been assured,
be a feasible military operation and one
that could be carried out with the means
available to us on the spot. It would
do more to put a crimp in the Ho Chi
Minh trail than any amount of bombing
we could attempt. And 1t would have
as dramatic an impact on the situation
in Laos as on the situation in Vietham.

Finally, there is the matter of collec-
tive action by the SEATO nations.

Aslate as April of 1961, the SEATO na-
tions in the immediate area of the
Philippines, Thalland, Australia, New
Zealand, and Pakistan—all favored com-
mon action agalnst the Communist
menace in Laos. . But the British and
French were opposed to such action, and
we ourselves sat on the fence; and the
result was that nothing was done.

The charter of SEATO will have to be
modified so that one nation cannot veto
collective action by all the other nations.
Britain, I am inclined to believe, would
now be disposed to support collective ac-
tion by SEATO bcecause of the situation
in Malaysia, But, perhaps France should
be invited to leave SEATO, on the
grounds that she has no vital interests in
the area, and her entire attitude toward
Red China Is one of appeasement. In
view of the fact thaf something has to be
done immediately, however, the sensible
course is to encourage collective action
by the free nations in the area, outside
the framework of SEATO, until SEATO
can be reorganized in a manner that
makes it effective. .

In this connection, I am most encour-
aged by the news that South Kores has
decided to send a contingent of several
thousand military engineers to South
Vietnam, and the Philippines have de-
cided to do likewisé. It is Infinitely bet-
ter from every standpoint to have Asian

" troops supporting the Vietnamese forces

against the Vietcong on the ground, than
1t 15 to have American troops actively in-
volved. -
THE NEED FOR UNDERSCORING OUR
LONG-TERM COMMITMENT
The retallatory strikes ordered by
President Johnson sagainst the North

‘have had the effect of reiterating our

commitment in a manner that the Com-
munists understand; and- this, in the

‘long run, is probably more important

than the damage wrought by these
strikes.

But if the Communists are to be dis-
couraged from continning this costly
war, 'we must seek every possible means
of underscoring our determination to
stand by the people of South Vietnam, .
to pay whatever cost may be necessary,
and to talte whatever risk may be neces-
5ary to prevent the Communists: from
subjugating the Victnamese people and
other people in the srea.

It is important to reiterate our resolve
af every opportunity. And it is even
more important to transiate this resolve
into hard political and milliary actions.

~The American Frientds of Vietnam
have suggested another dramatic meas-
ure. They. have suggested a commit-
ment to a massive southeast Asian de-
velopment program based on the har-
nesying of the Mekong River—a kind of

Tennéssee Valley Authority for south-
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east Asla. Such g plan, they point out,
would offer incredible promise to Laos,
Cambodia, and Thailand as well as to
South Vietnam, and it would offer equal
promise to the people of North Vietnam,
which only the continued belligerence
and noncooperation of their Government
could frustrate.

This, to me, sounds eminently sensi-
ble" FOR A COMMITMENT TO VICTORY

If we decide to withdraw from Viet-
nam we can certainly find plenty of ex-
cuses to ease our path. We can blame it
on the geography; or on the topography;
or on local apathy; or on political in-~
stability; or on religious strife; or even
on anti-Americanism. But that will fool
These conditions
make our success there difficult, but only
our own timidity and vacillation can
make it impossible.

It has become obvious that we cannot
go on fighting this undeclared war under
the rules laid down by our enemies. We
have reached the point where we shall
have to make a great decision, a decislon
as to whether we are to take the hard
steps necessary to turn the tide in Viet-
nam or whether we are to refrain from
doing so and thus lose inevitably by de-
fanlt.

The ultimate outcome of the cold war
depends upon an affirmative decision to

* do whatever is necessary to achieve vic-

tory in South Vietham. The events of
recent weeks demonstrate again that the

administration is not lacking In resolve-

and that it is rapidly approaching such a
decision.

Whether that means a larger commit-
ment of forces, or continued retaliatory

strikes against the North, or carrying _

guerrilla warfare to the enemy home-
land, or completely senling off South
Vietnam from Communist ald—T say to
the administration, “Give us the plan
that will do the job, and we will support
you.”

Whether our victory be near or far, can

- we, dare we, turn away or begin to turh

away from the task before us, however
frustrating or burdensome it may be?
Here surely is a time for us. to heed
Santayana’s maxim “Those who will not
learn from the past are destined to re-
peat 1t.” . ‘
And so I speak today not merély to urge

nizes in its foreign aid program not only
that the rich are morally obligated to
help the poor, but also that prosperity
cannot permenently endure surrounded
by poverty, and justice cannot conquer
until its conquest is universal.

Let us, above all, encourage and inspire
& national spirit worthy of our history,
worthy of our burgeoning, bursting
strength, in our arms, in our agriculture,
in industry, in science, in finance, o spirit
of confidence, of optimism, of willingness
to accept new risks and exploit new op-
portunities.

And let us remember that providence
has showered upon our people greater
blessings than on any other, and that,
great though our works have been, muech
greater is expected of us. -~

In recent days, the free world has paid
tribute to its greatest champion of our
age, Winston Churchill. )

It is s curious thing that though
Churchill is acknowledged on all sides
a5 the preeminent figure of our time
and as the highest embodiment of West-
ern statesmanship, he was, throughout
his life, and remains today, a prophet
unheeded, a statesman whom men ven-
erate but will not emulate,

It may well be that Winston Church-~
ill's greatest legacy will prove to be, not
the legacy of his immortal deeds, but
that of his example and his precepts; and
that freemen of the future will pay him
the homage denied by his contempo-
raries, the tribute of imitation and ac-
ceptance of his message.

As we ponder the passing of this he-
roic figure and reflect upon his career
and try to draw from it lessons which
we might apply to the aggressive on-
slaught that we face today in a hundred
ways on & hundred fronts, we might

_ take to heart this advice which he gave in

the dark days of 1941 to the boys of Har-
row, his old school: :

Never give In. Never, rever, never, never.,
Never yleld to force and the apparently over-
whelming might of the enemy. Never yield
in any way, great or small, large or petty,
except to convictlons of honor and good
sense,

Let us resolve to nail this message to
the masthead of our ship of state in this
year of decision.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the Recorp the

that we stand fast in Vietnam, but also following documents: First, a summary
to urge that we meet head on the new of Communist violations of the Laotian
isolationism in its incipient stages, before armistice prepared for me by the Library
the long months and years of discontent, of Congress; second, a copy of a state-
frustration, and weariness that lie shead ment released yesterday by the American

have swelled the chorus urging disen-
gagement and withdrawal to a deafening
roar.

Let us expound a foreign policy nur-
tured in our constantly growing strength,
not one fed by fear and disillusionment;
8 policy which each year is prepared to
expend more, not less, in the cause of
preserving our country and the decencies
of man,

. Let us insist upon a defense budget
based upon the dangers we face abroad,
not upon the benefits we seek at home.

Let us embrace a doctrine that refuses
to yield to force, ever; that honors its
commitments because we know that our
good faith is the cement binding the free
world together; a doctrine that recog-

Friends of Vietnam, under the caption of
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“A New Policy for Vietnam”; third, a’

copy of a telegram to the President from
the Veterans of Forelgn Wars; fourth,
various newspaper clippings bearing on
the situation in Vietham. )
There being no objection, the sundry
documents were ordered to be printed In
the RECORD, as follows: .
“THE LIBRARY 0P CONGRESS,
Washington, D.C., May 28, 1964.
To: Hon. THOMAS J. DODD.
.. From: Forelgn Affalrs Division,
Bubject: List of violations by the Commu-
nist Pathet Lao of the Geneva armistice
of 1961-62. .
July 27, 1962: Laotian censo-fire commitiee
of the three factions (neuiralists, rightists,
and pro-Communist Pathel Lao) reaches an
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.agreement on principles to implement a
truce: forces of each faction will remain in
their previous positions: frontline forces
and military suppiltes are niot to be increased;
and troops of the three factions will not at-
tack each other.

August 22, 1862: Several companies of pro-
Jommunist Pathet Lao troops attack out-
posts of rightlst forces near Bam Neua in
northeastern Laos. ’

November 27, 1862: U.8. (123 cargo plane,

flying rice and other supples to neutralist
forces, is shot down over the Plaine des
Jarres, Two American airmen are killed and
one wounded. Investigation shows that the
plane was shot down by dissident neutralist
troops tied up with Pathet Lao.
" April 4, 1063: Premier Souvanna Phouma .
announces that Pathet Lno {roops have at-
{acked neutralist troops of Gen. Kong Le in
the Plaine des Jarres. On April 8 the US.
fitate Department accuses the Pathet Lao of
a.serlous violation of the cease-fire,

April 16, 1963: Following brief cease-fire,
fghting breaks out again on the Plaine des
Jarres, The neutralist forces of Gen, Kong
Le are attacked and suffer new setbacks. On
_April 16 U.8. Under Secretary of State George
Ball says that the United States does not
rule out the possibillty of scnding troops
iuto Laos if the situation should continue to
daoterlorate, Warnings are nlso issued by Sec-
retary of State Dean Rusk on April 18 and
President Kennedy on April 19,

May 3, 1063: Pathet Lao troops fire on two
helicopters of the Internationel Control Com-

-mlisslon in the Plaine des Jarres, destroying
one and wounding four occupants. On May
10, 11.8. Ambassador Leonard Unger accuses
the Pathet Lao of disrupting the peace and
violating the Geneva accords, and he says
that the United States will never leave Laos
stauciing alone ““to face 1ty enemies from
within and abroad.”"

May 21, 1963: Premier Souvanna Phouma
issuos communique stating that severe fight-
ing has been going on for 2 days in the
Plaine des Jarres between Pathet Lao troops
and neutralist forces. On May 23, the ICC
asks Britain and the Boviet Union to issue
immeciate appeal for a cease-fire on the
Plaine des Jarres.

June 1, 1863: Premler Souvanna Phouma
charges that Pathet Lao forces are continu-
ing thelr attacks, resumed on May 30, against
neutrallst positions near the Flaine des
JRrres.,

~  Beptember 7, 1963: U.S. C-47 unarmed
cargo plane 18 shot down by Pathet Lao In
central Laos. The government says they
carry only rice and other relief supplies.

September 9, 1063: Fighting breaks out in
.Vientiane between the Pathet Lao and the
rightist police force under Deputy Premier
Phoumt Nosavan.

November 17;.1963: Cease-fir¢ 18 broken as
fighting resumes In the Plaine des Jarres.
Talks between neutralist and Pathet Lao

- military leaders subsequently break down
a8 tho Pathet Lao rejects a propoaal for the
ICC fo police the cease-fire.

January 20, 1064: Neutralist military head-
quarters reports that six Pathet Lao and four
‘North Vietnamese battalions have launched
an attack In southern Laos, have defeated

" neuiralist and rightist forces at Na Kay, and
are now heading toward the ihe sirategic
post of, Thakhek.

April 19, 1064: Military coup In Vientiane, .
organized by rightist army officers, ousts gov-
ernmient of Premier Souvanna. Coup lead-
ers give as reason for their action the pre-
mier's fallure to establish peace in Laos.

May 15, 1964: The Laotian Government re-
ports that Pathet Lao forces have seized Tha
Thora, & key town about 980 miles northeast
of Vientfane. It also reports that an attack
on the defense perimeter of Paksano is immi-
nent, On May 18, Pathet Lao forces renew
attacks on neutralist position on the Plaine
des Jarres. A State Department spokesman
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" 1, Continue as now. Whether or not the
Vietcong sare, in fact, increasing their ef-
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calls the new atitacks a “flagrant and open
violation” of the Geneva accords of 196182,
Davip E, LOCKWOOD,
Analyst in Far Eastern Affairs.

A NEw PoLICY FOR VIETNAM

{Statement by the American Friends of Viet-
nam)

THE DILEMMA

It we are to 1dentify wisely our most effec-
tive forward course In Vietnam, it is impor-
tant first to understand the exact nature of
our dilemma there. We know the inherent
generosity, both toward free Vietnam and 1ts
neighboring countries, which has led us to
involve our substance and our blood. We
know that but for our commitment, free Viet-
nam would long since have fallen into the
political darkness and physical despalir which
oppresses Communist North Vietnam. We
know that our presence there s in response
to the wish of most segments of Vietnamese
leadership, however they differ among them-
selves on other matters, We know that our
presence there is earnestly desired by most
nelghboring countries of southeast Asia. We

know that our purpose 1s to assist responsible
and responsive government and to enable -
Vietnam and its nelghbors t0 maintain na- -

tlonal independence against external en-

‘eroachment. We know that we have netther:

wished to “establish” nor “dominate” a Viet-

namese government nor to seek for ourselves

political, military, or economie¢ advantage.
Our dilemma flows in part from the fact

 that this knowledge is not shared by all of
- the Vlietnamese people, is not accepted by the .
members of the Vietcong, 1s not believed in-

parts of the less developed world still suf-
fering the scars of recent colonial experience.
Nor, in fact, 1s this understanding uniformly
shared by our own people.

The dilemma is sharpened further by a
spreading doubt among leadership elements
in Independent southeast Aslan countries
that the United States has staylng power.
Thailand's forelgn minister, Thanat Kho-

man, recently warned mombers of the Over-

seas Press Club: “The Thai Government
knows much better but some people are not
Bure we can depend on outside help—especial-
1y when there 15 50 much talk of quitting and
going home. The Communlsts have never
spoken that line of quitting. When they go
some place they stay there.”

In part, at least, this skepticlsm is fos-
tered by the doubt among some Americans
that any valid purposs led to our presence
in Vietnam in the first place.

THE ALTERNATIVES

The Iack of public understanding flows in
part from inadequate examination of the
alternatives confronting the United States
now. In our opinion there are six choices:

fectiveness there 18 a prowing conviction in
8aigan, in the United States, and in much
of the rest of the world, that this is so.
This alone makes continuation of our present
policy undesirable. The overriding hazard
of the present policy is the undeniable fact
that it has not provided suficlent psycho-

logical and political potency to sustaln a

Vietnamese Government.

2. Withdraw. This would violate our pledge
not to abandon the Vietnamese people. It
would manifest throughout the world a .S,
inability to long sustain an effort designed
to frustrate Communist intentions. The im-
plications would be read as eloquently In
Berlin or in Cuba, as they would be in Viet-
nam, Indonesia, or India. There can be no
question that this alternative would require
the Governments of the Phillippines, Thal-
land, Taiwen, India, Japan, to reassess totally
present policy and to reorlent toward-what
]wohld be the dominating new facts of Asian
ife. . o

-
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(“Neutralization” of Vietnam 1s not sug-
gested here for a simple reason: genuine and
reliable neutrallzation of Vietnam is not pos-
sible at the present time. What 18 most often
talked of In this connection 18 merely g
rhetorical euphemism designed to make
withdrawal more palatable. On the other

hand, the propossls discussed here are valu- -

able to part precisely because they do hold
the promise that they may generate sufficlent;
free Vietnamese vitality to make true and
assured neutralization possible at somse
Tuture time.}

3. Military cordon saniteire across Viet-
nam and Laos. An estimated milttary force
of up to 100,000 would be involved in mak-
ing such a cordon truly effective nnd enemy
penetration genuinely hazardous. Its great-
est contribution would be in providing hard

evidence of new dectermlnation to maintain -

southeast Asian integrity. Although mili-
tary effect of interdicting the Vietcong's
transport and supply may be limited, it is
nonetheless one uzeful elternative, espe-
clally when employed with other steps out-
lined here,

4. Extend military action to the north.

Until last week, steps taken in this di-
rection were, In our judgment, not sufii-
clently explicit, elther to rekindle Vietnam-
ese falth in our intentions or to inapire con-
fidence in other Asian countries that we are
indeed willlng to accept risk as the price
of our commitment to freedom. The in-
creased external, Communist intervention in
South Vietnam has macde It both reasonable

- and essential that there be a vigorous anti-

Communiat military response. The limited
air strikes in North Vietnam by American
and Vietnamese planes constituted such an
appropriate response.

There are many other forms of stronger
American action and involvement and they
are not mutually exclusive, They include:

(a) Formation of an open, well-publicized
North Vietnam liberation movement spon-
soring major psychologlcal operations pro-
grams, Including paramilitary action, againg
the North Vietnamese regime. :

(b) Establishment of an International
Voluntary Corps dedicated to the mainte«
nance of free nations in the Mekong basin,
This corps should consist primarily of vol-
unteers from Asian countries but may also
contain a Iiberal admixture of Americans
with military experience. Operating nor=
mally in small units with suficlent alr sup-
port, this force—under the sponsorship of
the proposed North Vietnam Liberation
Movement—would: harass the enemy wher~
ever suttable targets exist, including targets

. within North Vietnam.

(c¢) Positioning of U.8, combat forces
within South Vietham to act as a general
reserve—a sizable firefighting force. Such
a military contingent (perhaps an many as
two brigades) should not be used for routine
combat or security dutles, but as an imme-
dinte-reaction fighting force intended to
ehgage Vietcong troops in fixed positions.
Desirably, combat elements from other na-
tlons will be attached to this force.

(d) Continued bombing of selected mili-
tary targets In North Vietnam. In contrast

to the indiscriminate terrorist activity of the |
. Vietcong in South Vietnam, the free world’s

concern for the Vietnamese people in both

" halves of the country make {t undesirable for

us to conduct warfare upon cities where the
innocent will be hurt. However, those mili-
tary targets in North Vietnam which are vital
to their aggressive capability and which can

be destroyed with our assistance are, in our’
- view, legitimate targets for stage-by-stage

destruction. N

What is the risk involved in such action?
In our judgment the possibility ot Chinese
involvement in South Vietnam would be only
slightly increased. The possibility of Chi-

. nese help thrust upon North Vietnam would

be greater. However, this probability may be

B W
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precisely what is needed to make clear to
even the most Communist leaders of North
Vietnam how undesirable such help 18 to
them in the long run. A heightened aware-
ness .of this danger might, in fact, force
greater restraint upon the Government in
Hanol than our preseat policy can achieve.
Frankly, however, the direct millitary dam-
age Inflicted on the Communist regime in
North Vietnam 18 the lesser of our reasons
for suggesting that these steps be under-

- taken. . In our opinion, it 1s urgent that the

people of free Vietham be assured that Presi-
dent Johnson means what he says—that we
mean to stay and help, no matter what risks
we must Incur. It is equally urgent that
these intentions be wunderstood also in
Japan, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia,
the rest of Asla, and the world. Stanch,
long-term  American commitment—ztully

- communicated and understood—would pro-

vide a lift to morale in free Vietnam, inject
new vitality in the Vietnamese Government

.. and require a new assessment of the United

States among neighboring countries and .

_among Aslan allies elsewhere.

There 18 one final reason we support this

.painful course. of action. Basic require-
- ments for victory In Vietnam are not primar-
11y military. They are psychological, social,

and economic. Below we address ourselves
to instruments which can meet the nonmili-

tary aspects of the undertaking, But neither -

the economic nor political measures we pro-

. bose will get off the ground without evidence

of the serlousness of our military Intention,
Nor will our military commitment produce
the desired results without the companion
economie and psychological supports.

America’s experience in relation to the in-
stability in postwar Europe is clearly rele-
vant, The Marshall plan did not begin to
come to 1ife until the physlcal security prom-
1sed by NATO was added. Nor would NATO
by 1tself have been meaningful without the
humean vision and economle future presented
by the Marshall plan.

&, Forging & more popular or responsive
government. It 1s clear that the difficulties
confronting any Vietnamese Government un-
der Communist attack are enormous. We
can but sympathize witli those who carry
the burdens of government in circumstances
80 frustrating and continuously demanding.
It is possible that 20 years of civil war, co-
lonial war, and Communist Insurrectionary
wat, have so debilitated the structure of gov-
ernment as to preclude the immediate pos- .
siblity, no matter how desirable, of absolutely
stable government. There are political per-
sonalities with nationalist backgrounds who
are deserving of our help and encourage=
ment. We must do what we can to holp them
and bring them forward. At the same time,
we must help to diminish the present conflict
of personnlities that has proved in past years
to e so destructive. In any event, we belleve
it la futile to concentrate, as we have in the
past, on personalities, rather than on pur-
poses, ideas, and Institutions.

. Injection of new purpose. If charis-
meatic leadership ts unavallable, charismatic
purpose can be found. One aspect of that
purposde involves the modest oxtension of
military effort discussed above. It involves
the clear demonatration thet the United
States means to remailn commlitted even at
enlarged risk. And such churlsmatic pur-
pose must, of necessity, accept as workeble
“the best available choices of Vietnamese
Government personnel”’—cholces made by
the Victnamese not by us. But our object
would be to harness our\military commit-
ment and the Vietnamese eflort to an in-
finitely larger objective than hus previously
motivated our participation. 1t would make
cryetal clear that the objectives which unite
us with. the Vietnamese people, as with our
other allies on southeast Asla, are construc-
tive and Ilnextricably linked to the welfare
of 411 southeast Aslan peoples. -

NS v
’
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We suggest that all of our military, po-

litical, and economic programs in Vietnam be

subordinated to a massive southeast Asian
development program. A Johnson plan for
the tull flowering of southeast Aslan econom-
ic resources and independence will have as
much potency and promise for success In
that corner of the world as the Marshall plan
did in Eurcope and the Tennessce Valley Au-
thority in the United States.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

sustain popular support of Vietnamese Gov-
ernment leaders,

3. It will Infuse new energy Into the Viet-
namese already risking thelr lives in daily
defense agalnst the Vietcong.

3. The plen offera concreto reasons for the
cooperative Involvement of mnelghboring

' southeast Asian countries as well as & gener-

ous commitment able to sustain emotionally

-‘an international corps of volunteers.

The Mekong Basin is one of the world's -

richest and least developed areas. In an
area of the world already food rich there is an

opportunity to harness the tributaries of the -

Mekong Basin toward an economic flowering
offering infinite promise to Laos, Cambodia,
and Thailand ps well as to South Vietnam,
and offering to the pcople and the Govern-
ment of North Vietnam economic oppor-
tunity which only their blindness or non-
cooperation can frustrate. To Burma, Malay-
sia, and even India, this would present an op=
portunity in both economic and political

téerms which, especially at this moment, could. .

not possibly bs more desirable. To the
Philippines such a program would provide
the szme magngtic opportunity for participa-
tion as led them generously to create and
man Operatlon Brotherhood a decade ago.
It would also offer the first possibllity of
really involving the wealth and energy of the
Japanese Government and people. A John-
son. - development plan for southeast Asia
would manifest to the entire world that the
welfare of the people of southeast Asla 18
our only purpose.

The Mekong Basin development program
will provide for the first' time & future-
oriented thrust around which a Vietnamese
resurgency program can be made vital and
toward which the efforts of Americans, Ja-
panese, Lao, Thal, Cambodians, and Filipinos
can hopefully be attracted.

THE MISSING LINK

Within the last 3 years the Communist
nations have revealed their inability to meet
thelr own most pressing economic needs.
The shortcut to the future has suddenly
proved to be a dead end of economic fallure,
recrirpination, and political embarrassment.
But this has not frustrated the wars of na-
tional liberation nor prevented the Com-
munists from mounting insurrectionary war-
fare whether In Congo or Vietnam. Npational
governments and native peoples assaulted by
such Communist . purposes have, at best,
sought to sustain their own energy through
defensive effort. Virtually unused has been
the enormous potential for -hope which can
be found only in the non-Communist, world,
cooperatively employing the resources of the
United Btates and natlons friendly to it
whether In Asla, the Pacific, or Western

- Europe.

' We have offered to the Vietnamese people
our assistance in their struggle for national
‘independence. We have falled, howsver, to
harness that struggle and our assistance to
an all but miraculous future, a flowering of
man, his capablilities, his resources, his aspi~
rations. Ours Indeed s the truly revolu-

¢ tionary opportunity., The Johnson plan
offers to southeast Asla a genuine oppor-
tunity to harness nature, enlarge justice, ex-
tend life, eradicate the scourges of iliness and
illiteracy and enable long-suffering peoples
to reap the frults of their soll and the per-
manent benefits of national independence.
Behind this large vision, men throughout the
world may be led to voluntary associadtion in
Lincoln Brigades, Gandhi Brigades, Mag-
sayeay, and Marti Brigades—an international
volunteer corps for peace and freedom.

The Johnson plan for the development of
the Mekong Basin has, in our judgment, the
following potentlal, essentially unavatlable
in the present circumstances:

1, It will injeot dramatic, viable, and po-

ltlcally potent new purpose adequate to . .
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4. It contains an enormous incentive to
North Vietnam to turn away from its present

- fratricidal course,

5. Finally, the Johnson plan constitutes a
ploneering laboratory of hopeful consequence
to other less developed areans where Commu-

-nist insurrectionary warfare presently finds
soll in which to sow the segds of destruction. .

- VFW ENDORSES PRESIDENT JORNSON'S NORTH

~

VIETNAM ACTION

WAsmNG'roN D.C., February 8, 1966.—The
national commander in chief of the Veterans
of Forelgn Wars of the United States, Mr.
John A, Jenkins, of Birmingham, Ala., today
informed President Johnson of the ‘“whole-
hearted and unreserved support of the VFW”
for the President’s decision to retaliate
against North Vietnamese military installa-
tlons,

In his telegram to the Prosident the VFW
commander polnted out that such military

‘" action against North Vietnam was in full

accord with the unanimously adopted resolu-
tion of the 1964 VFW national convention,

‘supporting whatever action ls necessary to

win Iin South Vietnam. The text of Com=
mander Jenkins' telegram to Presldent John~

" gon follows:
'THE PRESIDENT,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Drar Mr. PresipeENT: The Veterans of For--

eign Wars wholeheartedly and without res-
ervation supportas your declslon in taking
retaliatory ermed action against the Com-
munist aggressors in North Vietham. Your
wlse and bold decision in this matter will go
far toward assuring our allies throughout all
Asla that the United States stands by its
commitments and will not be intimidated by
Communist threats and aggressive action.
T.8. action ageinst North Vietnam is en-
tirely consistent with the unanimously
passed resolution of our 19684 VFW. national
convention which called for nll action nec-
essary to win In South Vietnam. The VFW,
conslsting of 1,300,000 overseas combat vet-
erans fully recognizes that communism has
launched a deliberate attack againet all
southeast Asia and, consequently, the inter-

.eat of U.B, security and the cause of free-

dom can he protected, in the final analysis,
only by the judicious and willing use of
military power.
JOHN A, JENKINS,
Commander in Chilef, Velerans of For-
eign Wars of the United States.

) 1, THE CONTINUING RESISTANCE
[From the New York Times, July 31, 1964]
"PLEASANT VALLEY"”: A VIETNAMESE SUCCESS

BTORY—SAIGON'S ForCES WREST AREA FROM

STRONG RED CONTROL—"SHOW CONFIDENCE

IN PeoPLE,” MAJOR Says ol His MeTHOD

(By Jack Raymonhd)

Prouc CuaAr, SouTH VIETNAM, July 26 —In
Vietnamese, Phouc Chal means “pretty val-
ley,” and that la just what this collection
of hamlets 18. It represents a success story

in South Vietnam’s desperate struggle to de-’

Teat the Communist insurgency,

Phouc¢ Chal 18 about 456 mlles west of
Tamky, in the northern part of South Viet-
nam. For more than 2 years, until 8 months
ago, this valley, with its population of about

,000, .. was  virtually controlled by the
Vletcon
'I'he !n.surgents grew rice I\ero to feed the

*

and farns,
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guerrillas. They “taxed” f{armers. They
maintained rest stations and assembly points
for fighters who blew up hridges and ter-
rorized villages,

Two organized Vietcong batialions with a

" regimental headquarters operated without

Government interference. Then a 34-year-
old major, Hoang Tho, appeared with his
outil;, the 6th Regiment of the 24 Division,
Army of the Republic of Vietnam. .

TRAINED IN GEQRGIA

Major Tho has been an oflicar since 1951,
wher he fought for the French ngainst the
Communist Vietminh.. He reczived training
at the U.8. Army's military-government
school at Fort Gordon, Ga., and at the Fort
Denning, Ga., infantry tralning center.

Artlculate, English-speaking and self-con-
fident, Major Tho has evidently won the
complate confidence of his troops and of
American advisers here. He lives in Danang
with his wife and five children.

He spoke matter-of-factly about having
organiized 10 defended hamlets after achiev-
Ing military victories over the Vlietcong.

Last Mebruary, the major recalled, he sent
patrols into the valley. They located Viet-
cong units, ambushed some ansl drew others
into stand-up battles of company and bat-
tallon size.

REDS FOUGHT HARD .

The Vietcong fought hard for the valley;
1t was fmportant as a source of food as well
as & mllitary center for the countrywide
guerrilla campaign. Yet In a month the
6th Regiment drove the Vietcong Into the
Jungle.

“It was only phase 1, Major Tho said.
“Now came phase 2, the administrative and
political phase.”

Major Tho stood with a pointer before
an operations map as he continued his
story.

Before evacuating the valley, the Vietcong

‘ordered the peasants to take 15 days' sup-

plies into the jungle., They assured the
peasants that the Government forces would
not stay and that the Communists would
soon resume control.

But the Government forces stayed. Major
Tho anc his men selzed 40 tons of rice
originally planted by the Vietcong. They
distributed 20 tons and destroyed the rest
because they could not handle it and did
not want the Vietcong to try to recapture it.

THY. PEASANTS EMERGE

Two weeks went by, and the pausants
came out of the jungle to reclaim thelr homes
“We let the people come back
and keep their rice,” Major Tho, continued.
"We sald to them, ‘You see, the Vletcong tock
your things, but we do not.'”

The major went on:

“Many of the villagers came to us and de=-
nounced. their nelghbors as Vietcong. Some
gave me n, list of 40 men to be executed, Bub
I realized that many were not hard-cote Viet-
cong, only forced to do the bidding and pasy
alleglance to the Communlists,”

Major 'Tho weeded out those he thought
wero incorriglble Vietcong members nnd sent
them to higher headquarters. Others, in-
cluding some who had held positions under
the Vietoong, he gave new assignments.

“I recornmended no executions,” MajJor Tho
added. *I wanted to win the confidence of
the people. I called the chief villager.and
asked him how he had organized the villnges,
and with & few changes I let the organlivation
run the samse old way for the time belng.

"I wanted to show that we would prdtect
the people against the Vietcong, and 1 pro-
vided special guards for those who tool: tasks
as village ndministrators and hamlet olets,
Every night I dlseussed village problemm with
the chiefs.,” \'

v
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WEAPONS ARE, REDISTRIBUTED
Then Major Tho collected weapons. He
paid for all that were turned in. Most were
rifies and carbines of varied origin. Some
were American, captured from Government
forces, and others were Russian and Chinese
brought in from North Vietnam.

After collecting all the weapons, the major

added, he redistributed them in the hamilets,
“I wanted to show confidence in the peo-
ple,” the major recalled. “I sald, ‘Here, take

the weapons, and use them agalnst the Viet-"

cong if they bother you.'"”

Major Tho retained one hamlet chief who
had worked for the Vietcong, but he sent him
to higher headquarters for questioning. The

man dled while traveling, and Major Tho or=- -

dered the body brought back for burial. He
arranged s big funeral, i

GESTURE WITH A MORAL

“I make propaganda, too,” Major Tho ex~-

plained with a smile. “I wanted to show that

" even those who had served with the Vietcong

could be forgiven and could take a proper

' place in our community.”

Now 10 Government hamlets flourish in a
valley that was once a Vietcong stronghold.
As Major Tho accompanied a visitor on a jeep
ride to meet the people, they greeted him
with apparent pleasure and showed off a new
echool. Pupils on roughhewn benches in a
big shack were writing the alphabet In note-
hooks.

There have been no incidents in the valley
for more than 4 months, and the Vietcong
have apparently been unable to reestablish
Hnks with villagers who were once more than
ready to help them. )

Yet all around the valley, the Vietcong are

. known to patrol in strength.

-~

“They set up ambushes,” the major said,
“but they do not come within 2 or 3 miles
of the valley., We have established good
morale here.”

[From the Baltimore Sun, Sept. 26, 1064]

VIETNAM HAMLET REPULSES REDS—PENTAGON
RELEASES ACCOUNT OF RECENT CLASH

(By Mark S. Watson)

‘WASHINGTON, 8eptember 26.—Messages
from the U.S. command in South Vietnam
today permitted the Pentagon to supply in
almost unprecedented detall an account of a
well-conducted defense and counterattack
recently, with the South Vietnam Govern-
ment forces gaining a substantial success over
Vietcong guerrillas,

It was at and near Luong Phu, a little
hamlet of some 76 men, women, and children
In the swampy delta of the Mekong River,
southwest of Salgon. This is the region
where the Communist Vietcong has long
been generally in control, even before 1954
when the beaten and discouraged French
withdrew from southeast Asia.

LOYAL TO GOVERNMENT
Luong Phu, largely because it remained

loyal to the government has long been sub-™

" jected to Communist harassment, the dis-

patch from Saigon mentioning 50 incidents
thus far in 1064, including 156 genulne at-
tacks, of which the latest was the most
violent.

In the official account of this occasion

- there were several aspects so important as

* within artillery range and provided

to attract attention.

1. The 40 men composing the hamlet’s
own defense, only lightly armed, held off
the attack, with temporary loss of only an
sammunition bunker,

. 3, A group of them had the epirit to
counterattack and regain the bunker with-
out loss of its contents, but with four of the
loyal force killed. . N

. RELIEF FORCES CALLED . .

3. A relief force, summoned by radio, came
quick

S

nasistance to the defense,

REN e e
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4, The relief force commander, moving in
by a U8, landing craft (one of five in the
Mekong Deltn’s rivers) was warned by one
of his agents that a Vietcong force was {n
ambush near the riverbank, awaiting him,
after the familiar guerrilla. practice. .

He opened fHre on the hidden guerrillas
and broke up the ambush with large casual-
tles, his own craft taking only one serious

_shot from the guerrillas’ 67-millimeter rifle.

The rellef of Luong Phu was completed, with
40 enemy dead around it and a larger number
in the ambush party carried away by river
boata.

It was this combination of stout resistance
at the attack polnt, prompt radio report to
the district command, quick advance of relief
forces, and aleriness to the danger orf sam=-
bush, with which the Saigon authorities are
obviously most pleased.

PATTERN OF COUNTERINSURGENCY

This 18 the pattern of their counterin-
surgency training, but nobody pretends that
it 18 easy to accomplish that operation with
8ll its four phases perfectly executed. With
any of the four missing, the whole opera-
tion has small chance of success.

The landing craft and patrol boats and
motorized junks on the several rivers and
canals are—save for the helicopters—the
prime means of rapid movement of roln-
forcing troops and weapons. They make
possible & fairly rapid use of guns and heavy
mortars,

The other artillery application  i8 by
mounts of single guns in an entrenched posi~
tion (dotted over the countryside) permit-
ting movement of the gun throughout 800
and prompt laying of fire on any -target
within range.

This method presupposes the existence of
excellent maps and prime ability to use them
effectively for fire or an unseen target. A
most encouraging aspeect of the war in Soush
Vietnam s that the maps do exlist and that

' there is ineresting skill in their effcient use.

CONTINUING MYSTERY

There is one continuing mystery in Viet-
nam, namely the reason for the Vietcong
guerrillas’ strange fallure to take wide ad-
vantage of the South Vietnam Government's
semiparalysis as a result of the most recent
coup. It would have seemed the ideal time
for massive assaults.

-

A growing theory is that the guerrilla

movement has been hurt more than is gen-
erally realized, and compelled to slow down
for a time in order to regather strength for
another strong assault at widely scattered
pointa.

Such an assault 1s still thought likely, the
surprise being that It was not timed to take
advantage of governmental confusion,

[From the Evening Star, Nov. 9, 1064]
VIETNAM VILLAGERS FIGHT ON
(By Margucrite Higgins)

MeKONG DELTA, SOUTH VIETNAM.—From the
distance the boom of artillery sounded a

steady reminder that the frontlines of the R

war were at hand.
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American reporters lost face but not much
else when they made a run for it. In Novem-
ber 1963 this reporter revisited the road
and its villages on the day that it claimed
the lives of two United Nations agricultural
workers. And now the death of the two ser-
geants.
FAMILIES FIGHT REDS

Yet, at the end of the road is a small
village—Van Thien-—.whose 150 families have
been overrun six times by the Vietcong and
who still fight back, And one reason they
fight back is because every day American
advisers and Vietnamese soldiers, American
ald teams and Vietnamese engineers defy
the danger and travel back and forth with
their guns and supplies and medicines to help
Van Thien try to stay free.

And this is the real miracle of South Viet-
nam—this fact that somehow the war 1s still
fought anywhere at all with devotion and
sacrifice and hope desplte the selfish joust-
ings of the politicians in Salgon, the power
plays of the military, the riots of the draft-
dodging students and the political poisons
spread by a handful of power-hungry Bud-
dhist leaders whose Intrigues are totally dis-
approved by the genunlnely religious Bud-
dhists here in the countryside.

Indeed, here in this section of the delta,
I found the progress of the war far less de-
pressing than I had expected. Chaos, lack of
direction, arbitrary arrests, and purges have,
taken their toll, of course. But in glddy,
gaudy Salgon the spoiled intellectuals and
boliticlans do not know the Vietcong first-
hand and can indulge thelr political death
wishes with & garishly gay ignorance of what
would happen to them if the Communists
took over.

VIETCONG OEPREDATIONS

But in Van Thien it 18 only a short mo-
ment In time since tha Vietcong disembow-
eled the wife of the district chief and kid-
naped 14 younpgsters of the village. So long
as there is the sightest hope of real and
effective outside help against the Vietcong,
the people will fight to keep them out of the
Van Thiens of the delta.

Mytho s the headquarters for the 7th
Vietnamese Division, which guards four key
provinces in the delta. When I first visited
Van Thien in the summer of 1963, it had
Just been liberated for the first time from a
long period of Vietcong rule. And elsewhere
In the delta, the fight against the Commu-
nists, while tough and hard, was beginning
to show results. That summer perhaps 64
percent of the population in these key four
provinces were under central Vietnamese
control.

Then came the coup d’etat of November
1963, the murder of Diem and Nhu, the dis-

. integration of the entirs fabric of Vietnam-

ese governmental structure, all of which
was taken as a signal by the Vietcong to

- really go on the warpath. As a consequence,

A few rice paddies away there was the :

authoritative crackle of small arms fire which
was, as to be expected, harassing the heli-

‘copter that was whirring down on the dirt

road next to the quaint and charming little -

village of thatched roofs that now gave haven
to the broken bodles of two American
sergeants killed by an electrically detonated
landmine, \

It was a road of bitter memories, this
muddy, tortured dirt lane sufrounded hy
emerald green rice paddies and a deceptively
lyrical and limpid stream in which the big-
eyed children played, not even.looking up
when the angry machinegun bursts got
close and mere adults looked for cover.

In the summer of 1063 there had been a
nasty fire fight on the road, in which several

when this reporter revisited the 7th Division
provinces in late November 1963, 1t had been
impossible to even go near many areas that
had been clean and clear of Vietcong the
previous summer, By early 1864, the Viet-
namese controiled less #than 25 percent of
the;se four provinces.

NEED TO STARY OVER

“And so,” sald the American colonel in
Mytho, “we -had to start aver. By April, we
g0t a new and less ambitious pacification
program. Somehow desplte the tumult in
tho cities the supplies kopt coming. Every-
time & new coup d’etat was rumored every-
thing ground to a halt, of course.

“Slowly and painfully we have gone back
into village after village. It has been heart-
warraing to see places where we began with
desorted . marketplaces and burned school-
houses soon make a comeback and become
bustling again. I think we can win this war
against the Vietcong. I am an optimist,
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“you have to soo for yourself how deeply
the Vietnamese pcople fear and hate the
Vietcong if they think they can oppose them

and not have their throats cut. My team is.

working its heart out. But all this is de-

pendent, of course, on some sort of stable

strong governmental direction.”

And 1t 18 precisely because 80 many fine
people in the countryside are working thelr
hearts out—and giving their lives—that a
visit to the front lines renews a sense of
fury at the intrigucs in the city—intrigues
that may mean that all this devolion and

dedication here at the front will add up to.

nothing.
The war will not be won in Saigon, Bul
Salgon can prevent it from being won.

[From the Washington Evening Star,
Dec. 0, 1964]

COURAGE AT VIETNAM OUTPOST
(By Marguerlte Higgins)

PLer ME, ViETMAN.—The morning had be-

gun with a mine disaster, Literally. It was
& “Jumping Betty'" mine—one of those that

. jumpa out of the dirt and explodes in the

aglr, And so it had cruelly mangled the
bodies of 168 of the work detall that Capt.
Ronnie Mendoza, of Los Angeles, had sent to

repalr about three and a half miles of the

red dirt jungle road the Vietcong had

.severed by digging great, gaping ditches

across it.

Many of the wounded were only 11 to 14
years of age, children or relatives of the
Vietnamese and Montagnard (non-Mongol
mountain people) soldlers who, along with
Captain Mendoza's 12-man team, use this
tsolated outpost near the Lao border for
patrols and. ambushes and other counter-
guerrilal operations against the Vietcong.

COPTER ARRIVES

Soon the hellcopter arrived at Plel Me to
1t out the wounded. The two pilote—

- . Capt. John Mustard, of Montesand, Wash.,
and Capt. Charlie E, Bryant, of Ocilla, Ga.— ’

spoke feelingly of the courage with which
the big-eyed Vietnamdse and Montaghard
children tried to suppress their cries of pain.

This 1s high, spectacular country where

. the jungle covered mountains rise, steeply,

7,000 feet high and where air currents in
the intervening valleys can be tricky. The
helicopter bumped and dipped as it fought
the turbulent currents.

From the alr, Plel Mo is an eyesore with
1ts barbed wire outer fences, its trenches, its
mortar emplacements and sandbags, its brick
and tin barracks bullding, It seems an im-

probable and unexpceted scar in the green

Jungls.

In this part of Vietnam the jungle trails
are prowled not just by the Communist Viet-
cong but by mighty tigers that European
hunters once traveled far to shoot.

And despite the morning tragedy, Men-
doza had not been able to keep his mind
oft those jungle trials because 100 men of
his special forces, including 2 American
sergeants, were out there on a week long
patrol, 3.days of which had passed. Their
mission was to try and spot possible infil-
tration routes and the supply dumps that
the Communists always prepare in advance

- at points a day’'s march apart.

Since his men had lost ochecked in by radio,
8 lot of sniper fire had been heard in the
next valley and Mendoza, a cool and con-
trolled sort, nonetheless was eagerly awalt-
ing the next radio report which would come
at 4 pm.

The itinerdry of the . patrol had been
worked out by Mendoze in consultation with
his Vietnamese counterpart, Capt. Nguyen

Van Thol who was known all over the valley -

as one of the few Vietnamese who could
command the loyalty of the Montagnardas.

I asked him if the morbing mine cagual-

ties might have any effect on the morale of
the soldiers.
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“There has never been a desertion from
this camp and there will not be,” the Viet-
namese captain seid with pride.

“Were his men happy with the new regime’

in Salgon?” I asked.

“Madam,” sald the Vietnamese captain, “I
am an officer and not even I know the name
of the leader In Salgon. My men do not
fight for Salgon. They fight for their vil-
lage. They fight because the Vietcong takes

thelr rice and stenls their children and kills’

their kinfolk, They fight because the Amer-
icans give them rice and the American doc-
tor treats their wife and children, And that
is how it 1a.””

Finally, it was 4 o'clock and the air was
olectric with -good ncws. “Nobody hurt,”

" sald Mendoza after his curt guick radlo ex-

change with the patrol.

When night came and it was time for mere
reporters to leave, Mondoza saw us off and
yelling agrinst the noise of the chopper
blades said something that sounded like, “We
can take care of things up here if they can
Just keep those rloters quiet in Saigon.”

It was the same high morale everywhere
at the front, And it mads you so mad at the
so-called student and Buddhist rloters who
cause chaos back in the soft-living city.

2, NORTH VIETNAMESE INTFRVENTION

E1cHTY TONS OF VIETCONG ARMS UNCOVEnED.
B¢ SHIP SUNK .

(By Peter Arnett)

Tmr Hoa, ViETNAM.~—By far the biggest
haul of Communist weapons for the Vietcong
was uncovered yesterday, nenr s remote cove
where a large mystery vessel was sighted and
sunk earlier in the weck. Officials estimated
80 tons of armaments—inuch of it Russlan
and Chinese—had fallen into government
hands. .

The weapons, ammunition, and medical
supplies, including whole blood, appafently
had been shipped along the coast from Com-
munist North Vietnam to equip Red guer-
rillas fighting in the South, United States and
South Vietnamese officlals said,

“We thought the supply routes wers
through Laos and Cambodin, but look at
this lot,” sald Col. Theodore Mataxis, of
Seattle, Wash., a senlor adviser. “They could

easily be armlng a new division to launch

agalnst us up here.”
CAMOUFLAGED SHIP BUNK

The materiel was found in the hull of the
sunken vessel and in caches on the beaches
of & cove on Vung Ro Bay here, 240 miles
northeast of Saigon and about 80 miles south
of Nha Trang, site of a major U.8. military
installation,

A routine helicopter patrol uncovered the

cache Tuesday. Flylng over the bay, the’

helicopter crew sighted what looked like a
drifting island. Then, heavy fire came up
from the island. It turned out to be a well-
camouflaged ship, about <200-feet Ilong.
South Vietnamese fighter-bombers were
called In and sank the vessel.

Lt. Gen. Nguyen Khanh peraonally ordered
{troops Into the area. After heavy fighting,

" they took over the cove and beach aren Fri-
day, when some of the armaments were:

found.

A captured Communist guerrilla said the-

ship had made six trips to bays along Viet-
nam's central coast, dropping off supplies.

Then yesterday the South Vietnamese un-
covered more caches. One area, sald an.

officlal, was “lterally covered ‘wilth weapons,
six deep

The haul included 1,000 Russian-mada
carbines, several hundred Russian sub-
machineguns and light machineguns, and

Chinese burp guns, All had. been wrapped

in waterproof cloth.

Scores of tons of ammunltlon were found

for thess weapons, some of it made as re-
cently as last year in €hineso factories, ac<

cording to ordnance experts af the scene,
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There was also a selection of sophisticated
mines and grenades, and anmmunition for a
new type of rocket lawncher used against
tanks.

The large supplies of caplured medicines
included many cases of penicillin, anti-

malarial drugs, and whole blood produced in -

Japan late last year.
ONE BIG SUPPLY FACTORY
Four caches had been f{ound up to late

yesterday.  Troops probing through the hills

under the guns of Communlist snipers ex=
pected to find more.

“These hills are just one bhig supply fac-
tory,” sald Mataxis,

'The extent of the Communist supply
depots shocked U.S. advisers,

“This 1s Just massive,” one said.

The Vietcong put up a determined fight
to keep government troops from .the caches.
Bui they had to pull back. Several govern-
ment soldiers have been killed In isolated
mortar and sniplng attacka.

Government forces intend to stay in the

reglon as long as it is necessary to clear
it of supplies.

The commander of the 23d Division, Gen.
Luu Lan, sald, “What we hsave found here 18
of tremendous tmportance. The Communist
apgressors have been able to confuse people,
50 that the truth has been hard to discover.

“But here we have discovered one link
of the massive chain of weapons introduc-
tion Into South Vietnam. This is one of
the reasons why we and our American
allles have had to take the actlons we have
taken,” the General sald.

This was a reference to retallatory air
strikes in North Vietnam.

Members of the International Control
Commaission, the organization created to
policre ‘the Geneva saccords on Indochina,
were shown the arms haul by Khanh,

The commission is made up of Indian,
Canncllan and Polish delegates, Included
in the Communist medical suypplles were
drugs from Poland.

COMMUNIST BUILDUR -

U.8. sources sald the apparent bulldup
of Communist arms galong the coast may
coincide with reports that increased num-
bers of guerillas have been -infiltrating
from North Vietnam in the pust 3 days.

The Vietcong -have mades. determined
attempts in recent months to take over the
central Vietnamese reglon. They have
met with considerable success 50 far,

Some. Americans expressed. bhellef the
Communists will use ships more frequently
to supply the Vietcong.

U8, Jet planes have been attacking the
Communist supply routes through Com-
munist-beld .territory in Laos.

[From the Baltimore Sun, Feh, 11, 1965]

Concerr oF “INTERNAL REevorLt” IN SouTH
. VIETNAM PUNCTUREL

(By Mark 8. Watson)

WasuivaToN, February 10—From the tor-
rent of events in southeast Asia since the
weekend one politically useful fact emerges.
That 15 the well-publicized radio order from
Communist Vietcong headquarters in the
north to all Vietcong agents south of the
border to redouble thelr activities immedi-
ately.

The promptness with which thl' nrcler was
obeyed af; widely scparated points shows how
well organized are the Vietcong's controls.
But more important in its long-raiige politi-
cal effects may be this plain proof of a fact
that hitherto the Communist lenders have
denied; nnamely, that the whole internal re-
volt In South Vietnam 1is, and always has
been, skillfully engineered from Hod head-
quartera far to-the north, R

WORLD OPINION DISCUSSED "

The viotim of asssesination is nm; greatly‘
eoncernbd with who kills him. But world
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public opinion, which communism has tried
for years to delude with this “internal revolt”
fiction, now is in better position to know that
even while the Communist powers were
agreeing to the Geneva neutralization pact
the Communist machine in North Vietnam
" was already beginning its subversion and
assassination program in the south.

In this program of deception a large in-
fluence was the International Control Com-
mission, set up to assure that the pledges of
neutrality were kept. By 1961, reports of
1,200 offensive “Incidents” by Communist
agents, ranging from one-man assassinations

to falrly large scale military actions, had been .

1aid before the commission. None was acted
on.

The reason glven by an American White
Paper wos that the Polish Communist mem-
ber of the commission refused to investigate
any charge that might embarrass the Com-
munist Vietcong, and the Indian member re-
fused to start an Inquiry that would em-
barrass his Polish colleague. Opposed by
two, the one remaining member, the Cana-

" dian, was powerless, -

LEADERB KNOWN

For some reason, possibly the difficulty in
remembering the oriental names, the Viet-
cong leaders have, with two exceptions, re-

“mained largely unknown to the American
public.

There 18 no mystery about the others, for
captured or defecting Vietcong agents and
officers have divulged almost all details of the
Red machine for which they worked. Full

information about that complex and sur- .

prisingly eficient mechanism ond its oper-
ators at all levels now cen be reported with-
out endangering security.

Of the two familiar names one is that of
Ho Chi Minh, head of the North Vietnam
political government and of its Lao Dong
(Workers) Party, and tirelessly active in its
all-important Central Research (Intelligence
and Operations) Agency and other working
elements. The other fairly familiar name is
that of Gen. Vo Nguyen Glap, Defense Minis-

ter, one of the world's great guerrilla leaders. .

The Lao Dong Party follows the pattern of
Russia’s Communist Party, and its Secretary
General, Ho Chi Minh, that of Russia’s usual
one-man-in-two-jobs, premier of the nation
and secretary general of the party. The mili-
tary is subordinate to Ho, the political chief,
and all the way down the line and into the
kindred Lao Dong of South Vietnam at all

. levels the political leaders uniformly com-

mand the military. That is one way of as~
suring unity. :
FRONT CREATED IN 1960

To provide a cloak of respectabillty and
conceal in some measure the responsibility
* of the Hanoi organizers with murder and in-
surrection against Salgon, Ho Chi Minh In
. 1060 created the “Front for Liberation of
South Vietnam.” .

It is still guided wholly by Ho Chi Minh's
Central Committee, immediately directing
work in the "South Central” zone (just south
of the 17th parallsl border) and. in the
“Nambo” region (south and southwest, in-
cluding Saigon and the Mekong Delta).

For the Central Committee, supervision is

exercised in Hanol by & “Committee for Su-.

pervision of the South,” made up of Le Duc
Tho, of the Politburo, Phon Hung, Vice
Premier of North Vietnam, and Brig. Gen. Ng
uney Van Vinh, chalrman of the board for
reunification. Each of the two zones has its
own secretary general, a deputy and a dozen
members; each Its .agencies for training,
propaganda and actlon.

To this political leadershlp the military, as’

remarked, 1s subordinate. Its principals are
Ga Vinh, who I8 indeed a member of that
~Oommittes of the South but pointedly a
‘“Junior member’”; Brig. Gen. Nguyen Don, in
charge of military work In the South-Central

- Bone’but directly responsible to Tren Luong,
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of the Lao Dong in Hanol, and Brig. Gen. Van
Muol, slmilarly responsible to Muol Cua, s
politican. )

The Central Research Agency, a prime “ac-
tion” unlt for subversion, forgery, arming,
radio command, intelligence and military
command, is actively directed by Ho Chi

" Minh and Giap. Its prime center for disorder

In South Vietnam was at Vinh Linh, the tar-
get of Sunday’s fierce bombing attack. Other
centers handle Cambodian and overseas in-
telligence, with Gen. Hoang Dao, Col. Le Can
and Col. Van Trong as principal agents.

This s regarded as the agency chiefly re-
sponsible for conveylng Ho Chi Minl's direc-
tives stratght to the guerrilla pockets in
South Vietnam, and seelng that the supply
of men and weapons continues pouring over
the many branches of the so-called Ho Chi
Minh trail into South Vietnam.

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 37, 1966}
. AGGRESSION ADMITTED
(By Josepir Alsop)

At lagt, the administration’s policymakers
are somewhat reluctantly admitting the im-
portance of the North Vietnamese troop
movements into South Vietnam sund Laos.
Being clandestine, these Conumunist troop
movements were long and obstinately pooh-
poohed. Now, however, they are an- officially
acknowledged fact. While the fact I8 ad-
mitted, 1ts meaning is still being played
down., Even the resulting solid proof of
North Vietnamese aggression has not been
greatly stressed. As for the military implica-
tlong, they have been hardly mentioned;
yet they are potentially very great indeed.

In Laos, to begin with, the whole balance
of the war has been upset. If Is a tiny war.
The non-Communist Laotians, although they
have fought very well against Laotian Com-
munigt sympathizers, have always fared ill
in their rare engagements with North Viet-
nomese units. Hence the appearance in Laos
of several additlonal North Vietnameso bat-
tallons changes the whole local outlook,

Because Laos Is both a subsidiary war thea-
ter and a corridor to South Vietnam, it is
not quite certaln how the additional hat-
tallons are to be used. Some think they are
Intended for use In Laos, since they have
moved into the heart of Laos to the wesf of
the corridor-region of the Ho Chi Minh Trall.
If this 1s correct, the brilllant Communist
commander, Gen. Vi Nguyen Giap, must be
planning a semifinal test of strength in Laos.

Because of the generally misty character
of every Laotian situation, s prompt Ameri-
can riposte to such a test of strength will
be extra dificult. And a major Commurist
thrust In Laos will have the gravest reper-
cussions in South Vietnam, unless the Ameri-
can riposte is both prompt and massive.

It 18 equally possible, however, that these
new battalions spotted in Liaos are eventually
destined to be moved into South Vietnam.
For a good many months, organized battel-
ions of the North Vietnamese Army have besn
filtering into the South Viethamese fght-
ing—moving by truck down the o Chi Minh
Trall to the Chepone reglon, crossing the bor-
der in small bands, and then reforming and

- marching to their assigned areas of opera-

tlons.
There have long bcen plenty of signs to

-prove that the North Vietnamese had reached

the stage of sending organized battallons

Into the flighting, instead of meve cadres to

lead their guerrillas. As noted, for instance,
in this reporter'’s recent dispatches from
Salgon, young North Vietnamese army con-
seripts are mow duilte often found among

_prisonersof war. . :

The invasion of South Vietnam by two,

- three, or even four new Communist bat-

tallons per month may not sound like much
by the standards of modern war. But this
war In Vietnam 18 mob very modern. Azt

i .
1
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entire province may be defended by no ‘more
than five government battalions,

If the Communists already have sever bat-
talions, as they do in Quang Nal Province,
for instance, the addition of two more bat-
telions may cause the Dien Bien Phu-llke
disaster that 1s General Giap’s obvious aim
in this phase. That 18 the real meaning of
the persistent Communist troop moveraent
Into South Vietnam.

For this very reason, Gen. Maxwell Taylor
has repeatedly recommended stronger, more
direct action against the North Vietnarncse,
He wanted something much more effective
than the brief retaliatory raid after the inci-
dent in the Gulf of Tonkin., He wanted re-
taliatlon after the attack on the U.S, airfield
at Blen Hoa. He agaln asked for retalintion
after a U.S. oiflicers barracks in Saigon was
destroyed by a Communist-planted bomb,

The recommendations of General Taylor
were dlsapproved by President Johnson in
all three Instances. As a less dangerous sort
of retaliation, the President instead author-
ized bombing of the Ho Chi Minh Trall, first
by the Laotian air force, and then by the U.8.
fighter-bombers that recenfly destroyed a
key bridge at Ban Ban,

_The degree ot power this deployed against
the infiltrators may be gaged from the fact
that one-half the Laotian alr force has just
been put out of action by a single accidental
bomb explosion in an airplane hangar. In.
any case, mere alr attacks on the Ho Chi
Minh Trail are wildly unlikely to produce
any solid result, even if made with 10 times
the power,

The truth is, tlie war in southeast Asia 1s.
steadlly going Irom bad to worse. The
enemy is getting bolder, and he is steadlly :
reinforcing his frontline troops. The rein«
forcement is not belng countered. Hence
there 18 no hope of any counteroffensive, un- -
less Presldent Johnson has important sur- |
prises up his sleeve, _ :

Perhaps the President has such surprises

.in preparation, for he is a man of surprises.

But as of now, we are drifting toward final
defeat.
[From the Washington Post, Jan. 23, 1965]
RED AsIAN BUILDUP CONFIRMED
{By Murrey Marder)

U.S. officlals confirmed yesterday that there
has been increased infiltration of Communist
North Vietnamese troops into Laos and South
Vietnam. But they called it a cause for
continuing concern, not sudden alarm.

The Communist bulldup of forces in both
places during 1964 and continuing into re--
cent weeks 1s significant In relative terms,
but not a dramatic or grave turn, offictals said.

In both onsthe-record and background
comments, administration officlals sought to
demonstrate an attitude of skeptical calm-
ness about recently published reports that
the conflicts on the Indochina peninsula may
be approaching a stage of more massitve, open
warfare.

Few hard facts or figures were disclosed in
the process. Officlals sald more detalls
should be available early next week after
consultations with the U.8. mission in Saigon,

- capital of South Vietnam.

It became Increasingly evident yesterday
that both in South Vietnam and in Wash-
ington there are conflicting interpertations
about the facts and the significance of the
increased Communist Infiltration.

Those officials most eager to strike more
directly at Communlist bases in North Viet-
nam appear to interpret the infiltration re-
ports as evidence to justify thet. This
group believes the Comrhunists are increas-
ingly preparing to shift from guerrilla tac-
tics to direct offensives. .-

But the less-alarmist school of thought

“rates such & shift in Uommunist strategy as
- unlikely. ° .

O
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Significantly, it i8 the Iatter, less-alarmist
group that holds the controlling viewpoint
inside the Johnson administration.

The administration has endeavored to con-
vince congressionnl critics of U.S. policy in
southeast Asia that this calmer attitude 1is
justified, and that American policy, heavily
committed physically and psychologically in
Laos and South Vietnam, should continue in
its present framework.

To buttress that position, adminlstration

officials said that while there has been in-
creased Communist infiltration, North Viet-
nam has by no means committed all its power
to either the Laotlan or South Vietnamese
conflicts.
* Perhaps more importantly, these officials
assert, the Chinese Communists, who give
the North Vietnamese moral and physical
support, continue to demonstrate consider-
able caution about any direct involvement
with the United States.

State Department Press Officer Robert J.
McCloskey sald yesterdey that there have
been indications in recent weeks of North
Vietnamese military movements into south-
ern and central Laos, B
' McCloskey sald he could not state either
the size or objective of the infllitration. He
sald, In answer to questions, that the troop
movements might or might not be a seasonal
increase coinclding with the ending of the
rainy season, a shifting of forces, or a move-
ment designed primarily to send reinforce-
ments to South Vietnam,

Many officials here believe that the troops
are being funneled through the so-called Ho
Chi Minh network of tralls in Laos, for use
in South Vietnam. .

McCloskey described the situation as “a
eause for concern but not for alarm.” He
said, “We're following the situation closely.”

Other authoritative sources said it appears
that the thousands of South Vietnamese who
were being trained in North Vietnam for use
in the south are about used up, and that the
Communist northerners are now sending
down native-born men from the Red terri-
tory.

But while there have been published re-
ports that between 15,000 and 20,000 men
have been fllitered into South Vietnam from
the north during 1864, officlal sources here
yesterday would speak only of “several
thousand” men. In addition, it was said,
these numbers have been offset- by an in-
creasing callup of South Vietnamese forces

) to fight them.

In Leos, officlals said that since last May,
when U.S. T-28 “reconnalssance” and “es-
cort” planes were sent in to help the royal
Government withstand the Communist
Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese, the neu-
trallst central regimes position has improved
considerably.

What has helped improve 1t 1s what officials
will not admit publicly—the air pounding of
Oonmluﬂ‘lst positions by American jet fight-
ers durlng recent months, -

[From the New York Times, June 26, 196'4]

HaworI IMrroves SurpLy LINE TO SovTH VIET-

, NAM—MORE Troors Cross Laos BY Ho CHI

~ MINH TRAIL—ANALYSTS FEAR LARGE FORCR
MAY OpEN Nzw FrONT

(By Hedrick Smith)

WasHINGTON, June 25.—Recent U.8. re-
‘connalissance missions have confirmed earlier
reports that Communist forces have been
improving their road network in southern
Laos and have conslderably stepped up the
pace of their supply convoys there.

Officials here report that the Communists -;

now have stretched thelr road network south

from Tchepone, previously the terminal .

point for truck traffic on the supply network
known as the Ho Ohi Minh trail. Other
links of the network are reported to have
been improved. - R
The Ho Chi Minh trail, a complex of dir
rosais tapering off tnto scores of jungle trails,
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hag long been one of the principal supply
routes from North Vietnam to Communist
guerrillas in South Vietnam.

Officials declined to give preclse flgures on
the number of trucks recently seen operating

"in the Tchepone region, but intelligence esti~

mates ‘Indicate that roughly 3,000 North
Vietnamese troops are on more or less perma-
nent duty in southcastern Laos near the
Bouth Vietnameso border.

¥EAR OF NEW MOVES RINES

This concentration and the increases In
supply convoys during the recent dry season
are reported to have ralsed fears among
U.8. officlals, inflcluding Ambaesador Henry
Cabot Lodge, about North Vietnamese inten-
tions.

Officlals have been worrled for fear the
Communists might try to infiltrate large
forces across the Laotian border into the
central Vietnamese highlands while South
Viethamese Government forces were largely
concentrating on fighting guerrilias south of
Saigon.,

Other officials suspect that the activity in
southern Laos may be a prelude to future
offenslves against Saravane and Attopeu, two
rightwing strongholds in southern Laos,
Hostile forces nearly surround both towns
now.

Since neither town is in the Mekong Val-
ley, some analysts here are concernexl lest the

Pathet Lao assume they can be attacked -

without fear of American intervention. The
United States has often warned that its
mantle of protection extends over the
Mekong Valley bordering Thailand,

The stepped-up operations in southern
Laos, officlals sald, began last fall and have
increased In tempo this spring since pro-
Communist Pathet Lao units gained control

"of the Nakay Plateau In January.

These officials consider the southern opera-
tions to be unrelated to recent offenslves by
Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese troops
around the Plaine des Jarres in north-cen-
tral Laos.

That Aghting, which pushed the United
States toward the brink of a major conflict,
has now nlmost halted. '

Although the ground fighting was con-
fined to the reglon north of Paksane, Laotian
Alr Force T-28 fighter-bombers, supplied by
the United States, have carried out strikes
this month against some Pathet Lao posi-

tions in southern Linos as well,

Officialg hera have also dropped hints that
some plans held In readiness would csll for
the South Vietnamese Air Force to raid Com-
munist supply routes in Lsos and possibly in
North Vietnam.,

So far such raids are considered a Iairly
distant possibility, Premier Nguyen Fhanh
has told T.8. officlals he 1s opposed to carry-
ing the war beyond his borders until he has
developed n more stable base at home.

The principal roads from North Vietnam
into southern Laos are Route 8, from the city
of Vinh through the Nape Pass, and Route
12 zgrough the My Gia Pass, a bit farther
south.

Since last fall, intelligence reports Indi--

cated that the Communists were bullding up
Route 12-A to connect Route 12 at Nhom-
marath with the town of Musng Phine about
80 mliles to the south on Route 9. )
From there, truck loads of troops and ship-

-ments of ammunition, weapons, fuel, medical

‘miles to the southwest, to Pathet Lno guer~ -

supplies, and other equipment were reported
moving east toward Tchepone on Route 9
and also down Route 23 toward Saravane, 80

rillas operating in that area. )

3. MORE VIETNAMS

[From the Washington (D.C.) Evening'smr,

Feb. 19, 1965] ’

" DeretTE Horm Drcerves UNITED STATHS,
I LATING SaY o
(By Marguerite Higgina)
8ar JuaN, Puzrto Rico—-It 18 common-
place in Central America to hear experienced
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diplomats oxpress the hope that Washington
i getting over its hypnotlsm with the ldea
of a Russian-American detente and its mis-
interpretation of the Sino-Soviet split.

What hypnotism? What misinterpreta-
tion?

Sald an experlenced Venezuelan diploraat:

“No country in Latin America would be
happier to¢ welcome a rapprochement be-
tween Washington and Moscow—If 15 were
genuine, But we fear it is not genulne so
far as Latln America 1s concerned. - Indeed
we believe that hope of a detente has been
used by Moscow to pull the wool over 'Wash-
ington’s cyes while the Communists down
here profit from America's nonseeing atti-
tude to intensify guerrilla activities, vlo-
lence, and terrorlsm—or at least try to.

“As to the Sino-Soviet split, we think that
far from restralning the Soviet Union, it has
merely spurred Moscow on to greater as-
sistance to so-called wars of liberation in
Latin America—assistance designed to prove
that Moscow I8 not soft on the West as Pelp-
ing says.”

CITES ATTACKS

“Washington was apparently surprissd,”
the diplomat went on, "to hear of the
Kosygin visit to North Vietnam. We were
not surprised at all. For in Cuba, Russians,
Chinese, and North Vietnamese have baen
cooperating in the training and planning for
guerrilla attacks in Latin America.”

According to Cuban broadcasts and to the
Cuban press, a delegation from the Viet-
namesoe liberation front, more commonly
known as the Vietcong, came in 1984 to
Havana where it signed a mutual ald pact
with the Venerzuelan guerrilla forces,

The Venezuelan guerrillas, who halted
their attacks briefly in 1963, are once more
in the mountains, burning and killing and
blowing up things. .

The fact that the overwhelming majority
of Venezuelan peasants hate the guerrillas
does not deter their terrorist leaders BRny
more than tho fact that the Vietnamoere
peasants hate the Vietcong deters Hanoi,

Inteiligence reports Indicate that this
weird consortium planning and plotting Iib-
eration wars from Cuba includes four coun-
tries—Communist China, the Soviet Union,
Czechoslovakin, and North Vietnam.,

Here in Puerto Rico 1t is very unpopulimr
for strangers to speak of Communist doings
or even intentlons, This is understandable
perhaps in light of the tourist trade and
continuing attempts to lure American busl-
ness investment.

MINORITIES EXPLOITED

And, of course, this is perfectly corréct.
There 18 no Communist threat to Puerto
Rico in the sense that the Communist con-
gsortilum in Cuba and local extremists have
made any real inroads in this country., In-
deed, no responsible official or writer has
ever alleged that the Communists are about
to take over in Puerto Rico.

But whether Castro and his cohorts are

exploiting certaln minority elements in

Puerto Rico and seeking to prepare the -
ground for mischiefmaking in Puerto. Rico.
1s another matter.

In relatively prosperous Puerto Rico there
is plenty of evidence that the ideological
divisions of the Communist camp have not

-prevented thelr cooperation In seeking to
.propoagandize persons who hopefully may

one day serve their purposes.

{Prom the Washington Post, Feb. 6, 1985]

‘CHINA PICKS THAWAND a8 NEXT TARGET—

PLEDGES BUPPORT TO REBEL MOVEMENT
ToxYo, February 6.~—Communist China

‘announced today that a “patriotio front”
‘had beecn formed in Thalland to overthrow
the pro-Western government and eradicate
. American influence. there. .

~..It was the first time that Pelping had

openly named Thalland as the next target of
a Communist campaign In southeast Asla..
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Thalland 1s the stanchest U.S. ally on
the Asian mainland. Bangkok, the capital,
13 the headguarters of the Southeest Asia
Treaty Organization (SEATO)—the Ameri~
can-led defense alllance in the Orient.

(In Washington, U.8. officials expressed

concern but sald that Peiping's announce-
ment of support for the front had been
anticlpated.
. "It strikes me a8 ‘the logical step In
Peiping’s policy of supporting subversion
wherever possible in southeast Asle,” one
official said).

[From Bangkok, Reuters reported that
Thalland had tightened its anti~-Communist
sccurity as refugees from the fighting In
Laos continued to enter the country across
ths Mekong Rlver., Police sources sald 656
Communist suspects had been arrested In
mnortheastern Thalland in the past few days.
Latest figures place the number of Laotlian
refugees at 16,000.]

Communist China’s designhs on Thalland
were made clear ih a broadcast of the New
China news agency heard here today, al-
though the “patriotic front” was first an-
mnounced January 1 in a clandestine Thal-
language broadcast.

Today’s broadcast urged “all patriotic peo-
ple to unite as one and launch a resolute

- struggle to drive out U.S. iniperiallsm and
Tealige the independence, democracy, peace,
neutrality, and prosperity of Thalland.”

The broadcast outlined a program aimed
at “overthrowing the Fasclst dictatorlal gov-
ernment”; withdrawing from SEATO and
“driving all imperiallst troops * * * out of
Thailand”; economic reforms with emphasis
on restricting foreign capital “whose alm is

‘to selze profits from Thalland * * *” and"

"‘suppresslng and meting out severe punish-

‘tnent to traitors and bureaucrats who op-
press the people.”

The “reforms”™ followed the same revo-
Tutionary textbook that the Communists
have used in Vietnam and tried to use in
Malaya and the Philippines.

" [From the Washington Post, Jan. 16, 19656]

CoMmMunisTs PLAN VENEZUELAN TERROR

) © (By Norman Gall)

CAracAs—The Venezuelan Communist
‘movement, after 13 months of relative quiet
pince the December 1863 electlons, is plan-
ning & “counteroffensive’’ aimed at conquest
of power through another cycle of terrorism
-and heightened guerrilla warfare,

According to recently obteined internal
Venezuelan Communist Party documents, the
current “defensive sltuation” of the Armed
. Forces of National Liberation (FALN) sched~
uled to last “at least 6 months” wlll give way
to coordinated violence in urban and rural
areas and in infiltrated military installations.
- Venezuela's Communists recelved a sovere
. spthack when their call for “boycott of the
" presidential election was ignored desplte
threats of violence. The small party never
-received widespread support, even before the
government restricted it In an effort to end
terrorist acts.

The “defensive situstion’ described In a.
memorandum of the party's politburo cir-
culated In recent months among FALN guer-"
rilla units consists of accelerated programs
of tralning guerrillas abroad, & campaign for
amnesty for jalled insurrectionists, offers of
a truce to the government, quiet gestation of
more guerrilla operations and deepening: in~
filtration of the regular armed forces,

According to this memorandum, the "gen-
eral counteroffensive plan” conslsts of:

“BSimultaneous ingurgency in mititary in-
stallations with occupation of strategic ob-
Jectives with. sufclent flexibility to estab-
. lish a long struggle. In these military insur.
gencies - previous arrangements should be
made for distribution of arms to our cadres
and to the cmuun populntlon under our
oantml." -

20 :

Action of urban guerrilles, “Including those
formed with personnel! and equipment com-
ing from abroad, against industrial installa-
tions permitting a notable economic paraly-

"
. “Specialized action to dlsrupt roads and
installations for centers of consumption
which could supply troops for ¢ombat agalnet
our units.

“Provocations at milltary bases and In
cities to occupy troops which otherwise could
act against our insurgents, and guerrilla
activity to occupy enemy forces (in the
mountalns).”

Some longtime students of Communist
operations here question FALN's present
capacity to execute such large-scple opera-
tions, though current military estimates
place rural gusrrilla strength at 2,000 men,
including those already trained and pursuing
normal occupations while waiting orders, and

' 3,000 urban combatants.

According to these observers, 1964 was a
year of qulet recuperation of Communist
strength in Venczuela, despite reversals suf-
fered in the untversities and fallure to or-
ganize a united front of leftist groups in-
cllned to support antl-Government insur-
gency.

The Communists’ achievements of 1964
conslsted mainly in extending the number of
guerrilla bands in gestation or In open oper-
ation and their success In creating a climate
favorable for amnesty for janed insurrec-
tionists.

Prestdent Raul Leont is bemg steadily pres- -

sured by the two parties which have jolned

Accion Democratica (the Government party)-

to form a coalltlon government into giving
favorable consideration to the amnesty ap-
peals. _

Another internal Communist document, a
report on party organization In eagtern Vene-
zuela, laments the decline in party activity
in many localities after the election,

But the same report notes considerable
strength in the iron and stesl producing
reglon of Bollvar state.

In the past the Communists have concen-
trated thelr labor effort in penetrating unions
in the mining and petroleum industries.

The dominant Communist strategy In
Venczuela, over the objection of a dissident
minority opposing continued vlolence, is

- based upon the concept of “long war” as
developed In China, Cuba, Algeria and Viet-~

nam.

A training program advocated in the party
strategy memorandum advocated “a pro-
longed pertod of specialization for the group
that returns to Venezuela by irregular
meoans.”

[From the New York Times, Dee, 20, 1984]

QGUATEMALA REBELS STEP UP FIGHT AGAINST
ReGiME

{By Paul P. Kennedy)

GUATEMALA, December 18.—Revolutionary
Iorces fighting as guerrilla units in the Carib-
bean area of Guatemala are taking advantage
of the political indeclsiveness here to step up
thelr activities agalnst the military govern-
ment of Col. Enrique Peralta Azurdin.

The well-equipped, well-tralned groups in
the mountain and jungle areas in the Depart-
ment of Izabal are estimated at 150 to 800,
They are sald to have more than 1,000 ad-
herents in the urban areas, particularly here
in the capital.

‘They regularly produce the newspaper
Revoluclonario Socfallsta and also distribute
pamphlets throughout the Republic. Persons
cought distributing the publication face a
heavy flne and prison sentence,

The guerrilla forces get ransome from the
families of kidnap victims and moroe money
by Lolding up travelers on the Puerto Bare

rios Highway. But it appears evident now’

that the movement is Teceiving. hmm n-on
mlmde lourcu ns well,
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SHIPMENT OF FUNDS

There has been considerable epeculation
over tho reported shipment last month of
8100,00¢ in quetzals from a bank here’to a
New York banl.

The (Guatemala bank assumed the costs
of commission, insurance and the shipping at
the golng rate of 1 percent for the total
transaction. There was no indication here
of the ldentification of the consignes in New
York. 'The Guatemala Government, whils
it enforces dollar control, does nof ask for
detalls of quetzals-for-dollars transactions,
The quetzal 18 on a par with the dollar.

The theory prevalent here is that the un-
derground movement is being supplied by
andhercnts traveling from Mexico. This
theory, vaguely defined, holds that in ttansac-
tions sueh as the guetzal-dollar exchatige the
messengers for the guerrilla forces smuggle
in the funds from Mexico. The question of
finances arlses from the certalnty {hat the
expenses of the underground movement are
mounting and that there {8 no wuy to ac-

-count for its funds except from outside

sources,

Marco Antonio Yong BSosa, called *“El
Chino" because one of his parents was
Chinese, admitted in an interview with the
leftist Mexlcan mapazine writer Victor Rico
Galan that a number of the incursions of
the guerrilla forces he leads have hirought
in about $100,000. The principal contribu-
tion was 875,000 pald as ransom for Jorge
Samayoa, the kidnapped son of a Chuate-
malan movie chalin operator.

- REVENUE FROM RAIDS

Additional revenue has come from raids
on provincial United Fruit Co. treasuries and
small banks.

Mr. Yong Sosa, in the Interview published
In the leftist Mexican magazine Siempre on
October 30, 1963, conceded that his forces had
assassinated several public figures and & Iarge
number of army officers ranging up to colonel
in rank. Most of the assasstnations, hs said,
were for polltical reasons.

The guerllla forces, even their supportera
in the capitel concede, are primarily of nul-
sance value, But they have an unsettling
political effect not only in the mountalns but
also in the urban centers. In the citles,
particularly in the capital, they plant small
bombs and occasionally kidnap or shoot per-
sons considered to be enemies of the move-
ment. Earller this week they exploded skbout
o dozen bombs here. These exploslons fol-
lowed a police search that found cacheos of
mortars, machineguns, small arms, and am-
munition.

There i8 some question whether Mr. Yong

- Bosa, who was trained as a guerrilla fighter

by the Unilted States in the Canal Znone,
was himself & Communist. He has told at
least one Guatemalan politiclan that he is
accepting assistance from Communlst
sources in Mexico and Cuba.

This politiclan 18 Francisco Villagran Kra-
mer, b young lawyer who is head of the
leftist Revolutionary Democratic Unlon
Party. At one tlme Mr, Villagran Kramier
and his party contemplated a union with
the Yong Sosa organization, the lawyer sald.
Representatives of the two organizations, ac-
cording to Mr., Villagran Kramer, held
o geries of conferences, but these were broken
off whon the Villagran Eramer party declded
to go to the polls on its own last May. This
declsion, Mr. Villagran Kramer said was made
over the heated objections of the Yong Soaa
group, which maintained that a revolution-
ary overthrow of the Peralta government
was Cuatemala's only political solution,

4, THE ECONOMY, NORTH AND S0UTH
[From the New York Times, Mar, 16, 1064
ViETNAM Spxeps GAIN IN INDUSIRY ., .
{By Phillp Shabecoff) - A

Amid the carnage of civll war, ind\m.rlu!»‘

N.rth is mﬂnutng in vmnun.
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At Blenhoa, 20 miles outside of Salgon, &
new papermill will officlally begin produc-
tion today. The opening will culminate 26
months of construction work, frequently in-
terrupted by skirmishes between Vietnamese
troops and the Vietminh, -

At 'Anhoa, 530 miles north of Saigon, work
on s glant Government industrial complex
is moving steadily ahead, despite frequent
incursions by guerrillas,

The first phase of the project, including &
coal mine, a hydroelectric plant, a nitrogen
fertilizer plant, and a calcium-carbide plant,
is about 756 percent completed and should
be finished by early next year,

INTERNATIONAL TEAMWORK

The Cong Ty Ky Nghe Glay Vietham pulp
and paper mill was completely bullt by the
Parson & Whittemore-Lyddon organliza-
tion, with a team of workers and technicians
that included Vietnamese, Americans,
Canadians, Talwan Chinese, Frenchmen,

.Germans, Indlans, and Swiss.

The plant was built under dificult condl-
tions. An American executive who visited
the site sald that workers were frequently
the target of snipers—particularly occidental
workers.

The mill, which will produce newsprint
and writing paper, is owned by the Viet-
namese_Government. Foreign exchange for
the purchese of machinery was provided by
the Agency for International Development,
and Parsons & Whittemore has subscribed for
19 percent of the share capital. :

The Anhoa site, less than 100 miles south
of the 17th parallel, partitioning Vietnam,
was selected for the industrial complex be-
cause of the coal deposits at nearby Nong-
son,

The industrial project in the populous
province of Quangnam, was alded by a 81.7
million grant from the Devclopment Agency,
‘$400,000 of which was used to purchase a
fleet of 14 pieces of construction equipment
from Allls-Chalmers International.

The Nongson coal mine is already in opera-
tion and last year produced some 200,000
tons of anthracite. .

A BECOND PHASE

The second phase of the glant project,.

which 18 also owned by the Vietnamese Gov-
ernment, i1s scheduled for completion bx
1868, This phase will include a caustic-soda
plant, & glass factory, a cement plant, a dry-
ice plant and several other producing facili-
tles,

A third phase, which will depend on
whether more coal can be found In the Nong-
son bed, will Include development of nearby
magnetite, hematite, gold, copper, lead, and

"other metal deposits and a Iacto:fy for ore

concentration,
The French and West German Govern-
ments have also made grants to assist the

. Anhoa-Nongson complex.

The project area Is accessible by a rall-
road, two highways, and the Thubon River.
Because of heavy guerrilla activity, however,
military hellcopter 1s often.the only safe

" way of reaching the development.

One American techuiclan, who recently
returned from working on the tomplex, sald
that the first thing he was issued when he
arrived was an M-1 rifle.

. [From the Christian Science Monitor,
Feb. 19, 1964] ,

VIiETNAM

{By Robert R. Brunn)

WasHINGTON.—Communist North Viet-
nam's woes are giving sizable encouragement
to the South Vietnamese regime and the
United States. . o

Some kind of a respite 1s being offered
hard-pressed American officials denling with
the guerrilla war. - They argued that now is
the time. to place aggressive pressure on.the
Communist forces, . '

Coagen A LN

;

ness of theitr economy.

21

Self-admitted weaknesses of the Hanol
government of North Vietnam, some rather
surprising agssumptions by the Communists,
and U.S. intelligence assessments add up in
this way:

Hanol grimly assumes that the angulsh-
provoking war will continue, without any
guestion through 1964 and beyond. This is
despite Washington’s acknowledgement that
the next 4 months are “crucial.”

Hanol 18 combating the widening un-
popularity of the war in the south which
is draining off resources from a seriously de-
pressed economy. Apathy often - charac-
terizes the clvillan attitude.

MOSCOW REJECTION

Last year's North Vietnamese harvest was
at least 20 percent below 1862’s middling
harvest. Some starvation is visible but there
15 no general disaster in sight.

Moscow has flatly turned down a direct
Hanol plea for ald to support the war. ' The
North Vietnamese reason that they can't af-
ford to turn their backe politically on
Peiping, and that Peiping’s gasping economy
can give them little help in terms of food
or weapons. .

Morale smong the Comraunist Vietcong
troops in the guerrilla war Is a continuing
problem for the North Vietnamese Govern-
ment. Analysis have seen absolutely no evi-

dence that the division between pro-Pelping

and pro-Moscow camps. seriously hampers
the war effort, as such. The major Hanol
declsion to slde openly with Pelping was
bound to leave a disappolnted minority but
there have been no demotlons, no dissident
voices ralsed.

Hanol has a healthy, declslve respect for
U.8. military power and secs the superior
weapons, equipment, and manpower of the
Bouth Vietnamese are still a major obstacle
to victory. The Communists fear an escala-
tion of the war, bringing an open U.8. inva-
slon of North Vietnam, and this has tended
up to now to keep the Communist military
effort within a llmited framework.

While the Vietcong at times has its guer-
rillas at battallon strength, they are in no
position to coordinate such units In massive
movements agalnst the South Vietnamese.
One factor 1s the lack of well-anchored sup-
ply bases for such operations.

Neutralization of North Vietnam 1s con-
sidered to be utterly out of the gueation in
the minds of the Hanol regime.

Much of the above analysiz comes out of 8
careful American study of the most Impor-
tant statement made by the Hanoi govern-
ment in several years.

PROTRACTED TRIALS

It was spelled out iIn two articles In the
January and February issues in Hanoi’s prin-
clpal journal, Hoc Tan, and a third article
in the newspaper Nhan Dan.

This official 1ine lald down by the articles
in Hoe Tan is designed to seep down through
the ranks of the falthful and be lmported to
South Vietnam and discussed by the fighting
guerrillas, observers here believe. .

When the articles speak of new, hard, long, -

protracted trials in the war and use the word
“protracted” over and over again, the signal
is that the Hanol Communists are not think-
ing In terms of a rapid termination of the
war or the imminent defeat of the Bouth
Vietnamese army. '

On the contrary, the Communists expect a
mounting military initlative In South Viet-
nam and complaln that often they will have

to meet modern weapons with rusty nalls

and crossbows. ’ .
ECONOMIC DRAIN :

Analysts einphasize there is no widespread
disaffection in North Vietnam. The farm

“situation is grim but not beyond hope.,

. But there s little doubt there is a solid
body of opinion in the north that the never
ending war s the primary ¢atise for the weak-

SRS N

Sanitized - A%%’ﬁ&ﬁ%&?éﬁﬂeﬁﬁﬁdﬂ;@ﬁﬂﬁm149R°°°2°°32°°383§s7

The war in South Vietnam is seen here as
basically an indigenous one, galning in its
support from within Vietnam. It is a dirty
war and one which has its grim aspects for
the Communists who have had no spectacu-
lar victories. These magawine articles were
designed to buck up the mworale of the fight-
ing men.

8. COMMENTS AND EDITORIAL OPINION
[From the Washington Post, Feb. 23, 1965]

NEGOTIATTONS

It would be a mistake to allow the world
to belleve that the people of the United
States have fallen Into an lrreconcilable di-
vislon on the question of whether we should
or should not negotiate a settlement In
Scuth, Vietnam. There are differences of
opinion, but they do not relate to the idea of
negotiation; they concern the kind of nego-
tlation. Sentiment surely is overwhelming-
ly in favor of negotlations that would end
the fighting, set up enforceabla peace terms,
preserve the rights of our friends in South
Vietnam and leave intact the honor and pres-
tige of the United States. Just as certainly,
sentiment is agalnst negotiations that wonld
not do this. The cholce is not ‘“negotia-
tlons” or “no negotiations.!” The question
is: “What kind of negotiations?”

In 1954, the French were driven into ne-
gotiations of a kind we musti avold., Mendez
France was In desperation. e had promised
to get France out of Indoching. To do it he
had {0 abandon maeny of the pzople of North
Vietnam to Communist vengeance. He had
to got the Soviet Union to intervene with Ho
Chi Minh and by allowing the EDO treaty to
fail in the French chamber he encouraged
that collaboration. But French power was
being drained away in Indochina. The na-
tion was literally bleeding to death, History
can forgive a weak power nt the end of its
resources for upsetting its allles in Europe,
for deserting its comrades in arms in Indo-
china and for closing its eyes to the conse-
quences in Asis. France hnd no other
cholce.

The United States, however, is not a small
Europaan power at the end of its military,
econoric, and political resources, It Is a
great global power whose might 1s undi-
minished. It will be judged by different
standards. It cannot permit savage re-
prisals to be worked upon antl-Communist
South Vietnamese. It-connot allow them to
dled by battalions In order to save the lves
and property of Americans. It cannot offer
the Soviet Unlon or any other intervenor po-
litical concessions at the expense of Euro-
pean sallies. It cannot be Indifferent to the
;)gension of Chinese Communist power In

a.

Many feared at the time that the 1954
negotiations would not end the fighting. And
indeed they permitted 1t to continue on terms
advantageous to communism, Thoy did not
provide o settlement that enforced itself or
;):18 thnt permitted anyone else to enforce

Can negotlations in 1965 do any better?
If the North Vietnamese and their Chinese
aponscts understand the difference between
8 powsriul United States and an exhausted
France they might, But they must be madé
to understand that difference. If they are
convinced that this country has the power
and the will to pursue its legitimate ends
as long as 1t may be necessary to do so,
negotintions might be feastble and arrange-
ments of an acceptable pence possible, Until
the posture of the United States 15 under-
stood by those with whom negotiations must
be conducted, this country must look to the
practical military means of better protecting
its position in South Vietnam. ' :
"It 1s perfectly clear that we need groatly to
inerease the effectiveness of our conduet of
the war inside the borders of S8outh Vistnam.
Several immediate steps are seif-evident to
military suthority: -(1) The foutes by which

Vo R
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'North Vietnam is maintalning replacements

and supplies for 36,000 inflltrators must be
more nearly sealed off by the use of more
troops on the border and by a tighter naval
blockade; (2) the ratlo of South Vietnam to
Vietcong forces must be raised from & to 1

‘to at least the 8-to-1 level by which the Brit-

ish galned success against Communists in
Malaya; (3) points from which troops are
embarked and material shipped in North
Vietnam must not enjoy immunity from re-

prisal attack; (4) the command structure of
. the South Vietnam forces must be stabilized;

(6) the South Vietnam 2vilian government
“must be strengthened,

There is no time 1limilt in which we must
achieve these objectives. The scnle of ex-
penditures is not prohibitive. We can keep
up operations on an even greater scale, year
after year and decade after decade, If that is
vital to our interests.

At the same time, it must be acknowledged
that nothing is possible without & primary
effort by the South Vietnam people them-
selves, The war against the Vietcong Iis
‘thelr war, And it is & war which only South
Vietnam forces can win. The struggle for
the loyalty of the people is the struggle of
Vietnamese leaders. It is conceivable that
the South Vietnamese may fail completely on
these fronts. If that happens, regretfully
‘and. sorrowfully, 1t will be necessary for us

. to be governed by what we can do and not

by what we would like to do or what we ought
to do. :

At the same time that we proceed to the
more effective prosecution of the war and the
more efficient organization of the civilian
Government in South Vietnam, we should
-continuously make known the very lirnited
nature of our objectives. Unlike the French
‘In 1964, we have no colonial ambitions. We
“wish to see an independent South Vietnem,
safe from external aggression, free to choose
in peace the kind of government its people
wish (even if it Is a Communist government
.in the end), open to normal trade and inter-
course with North Vietnam and other Asian

‘neighbors with whom it surely must be
closely associated In the future. Such a
8puth Vietnam would not menace any Aslan
nelghbor or threaten any legitimate Interest
of North Vietnam.

More than mere oral assurances are needed

Yo assure the future of such a country. There

are, however, many sorts of satisfactory per~
formance bonds that could be given by a

" North Vietnam Government desiring peace
- on these terms,

Burely there I5 not much mystery about

" ‘the conditions to settle the war in South

Vietnam., When there is & fair prospect for
arriving at these conditions, there will be
little difference among Americans as to the
‘wisdom or desirability of negotlating.
[From the Washington (D.C.) Evening Star,
Feb. 15, 1966]
WABHINGTON CLOSE-UP—VIETNAM: THE
Domino THEORY

(By Crosby S. Noyes)

With the way things are going in Vietnam '
‘.1t 1s only natural that a certain amount of

thought should be given these days to the
domino theory.

It was President Eisenhower who first used
the metaphor to explain and justify our pres-
ence in Vietnam. If our position there
should topple, he thought, a whole scries of
non-Communist. states In southeast Asia
.would almost automatically fall under Com-
munist rule, .

The domino theory is a good deal less
popular in administration circles today than
it once was.. As the political situation in
‘Vietnam: deteriorates and the possibility of
“Communist victory grows, serious’ considera«
tion_is belng glven to the ways and means

of limiting the extont of & possible defeat

there.

ot i : CIA-RDP75-
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Since administration leaders tend to ques-
tion the valldity of the domino theory, they
also tend to deny rather emphatically any
total withdrawal of American mllitary power-
from southeast Asia In the event of a with-
drawal from Vietnam. The argument some- "
times made by Vietnam bitter-enders, that 14~
would mean a refreat back to Hawail and an
end to our presence in Asia, is rejected.

It can be argued on the contrary that there
is no country in the world harder to defend
agalnst Communist subversion than South
Vietnam. The almost lmpossible task of try-

ing to create a country where none exista in

the midst of a revolution that had been in
progress for a decade before the Americans
arrived would not confront us elsewhere.
Thalland, for example, would provide In-
finitely more favorables ground for resistance
to the Chinese Communist thrust. There,
at least, there is o sensc of national identity
and a tradition of government authority.
And while the history of the country is not
cxactly one of heroic defense of freedom, the
Thal, with encouragement, have shown

themscives quite determined in opposing’ )

Communist pressures.

These pressures, perhaps, could be ex-
pected to Increase {f the position in Viet-
nam were lost. But the problems of wagling
a subversive war against a country as rela-
tively well organized as Thalland are enor-
mously diffierecnt than in Vietnam. There
is no reason to suppose that Mao Tse-tung’s
guerrlllas would find thoe waters of Thalland'’s
population very congoenial.

Open military pressure through Laos would
tnvolve substantial ricks for the Chinese. .
As & member of the Southeast Asla Treaty
Organization, Thailand could cell on—and
presumably receive—-aid from Australia,
France, New Zealand, Paklstan, the Philip-
plnes, Britaln, and the United Btates.

Under the terms cof this treaty, in fact,
the power of the Unlted States is already
committed in Thailand, to the extent that
it might be necded to resist either Com-
munist subversion or outright attack. And
though there is 1ittle reason to belleve that
our commitment would reach anything like
the proportions in Vietnam, there Is no rea-
son whatever to suppose that 1t would be
withdrawn.

There are those In Washington today who
deplore this state of affairs. The advocates
of worldwide Amerlcan “disengagement” are
inclined to the theory that American power
and prestige should never have been com-
mited In Vietnam in the first place. And

- from here they argue that its commitment in

any of the so-called soft areas of southeast
Asls—which, presumalbly, means all of it—
should be avoided at all cost.

There are also those who contend that
any substantial transfer of American power
to Thailland would simply serve to invite
increase Communist pressures there. The
converse of the dominoe theory is that the

© only way to contain the spread of militant
~communism in the area is by strict nonin-

volvement and the encouragement of neutra~
list states on the periphery of China.

The trouble with both theories is that they
are belled by the eviderice. The evidence 1s.
that strong Communist pressure already 18-
being brought to bear on neutral states in
southeast Asin. It may be that these pres-
sures can be resisted by reasonably well
integrated nations with a reasonable amount
of political stability and military backing.
It I8 not to minimize the seriousness of a
defeat In Vietnam to say that it would not
necessarlly mean defeat everywhere.

It 1s time to face up to the fact that we
are engaged In a continuing process of con-
taining or at least limiting the thrust of
Communist China which threatens all of
southeast Asla. To pretend that this thrust

‘does not exist, or that it does not represent

a threat to vital American interests, or that
it can be limited by diplomacy, could well
turn defeat into disaster. '
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[From the National Ohserver, Dec. 28, 1964]
AT A CROSSROADS IN ASIAP—VIETNAM: FADING
FRIENDSHIF AND Nrw Focus oN DoMINO
THEORY
The speaker was no leftist demagog, though
his attack on U.S. policy was full of words
like Interference and colonialism. The speak-

. er was, instead, an American ally in a war

against communiem, South Vietnam's Lt.
Gen. Nguyen Khanh., And his words ralsed
gerious questions about the very basls of
American policy in southeast Asia,

It 1s better, rald General Khanh, “to live
poor but proud as free cltizens of an inde-
pendent country rather than in ease and’
shame as slaves of the forelgners and Com-

. munists.” South Vietnam, he added, should

be prepared to go it alone against the Com-
munist Vietcong and epurn further U.8, help,

Washington was stunned by last week's
attack from the wily cx-Premler, once re-
garded as South Vietnam’s best hope of

_achleving victory over Red guerrillas. And

the question, once aguin, was being asked
in the Nation’s Capital, “"What would hap-
pen If the United States pulled out?"
CURTAILMENT OF AID?
To be sure, no high administration of«
flcial went so far as to urge outright with-~

.drawal. But Secretary of State Dean Ruek,

expressing the Government’s opposition to
last week's Sailgon house cleaning by young
army ofiicers, hinted at § curtailment of pro~

. posed US, ald. *“Obviously,” he said, *if

there are problems of unity, there are certain
kinds of assistance that are simply not fea-
sible.” And B8enate Majority Leader Mikz
MANSFIELD revived his proposal to transfer the
question of Vietnam's future from the battle-
field to the conference table. “I don't think
neutrality is a bad word,”" he sald.

Indeed, the volces urging a sharp reap-
praisal of America’s Astan policy received an

“aclditional boost on Christmas Eve, A ter-

rorist bomb exploded in the garage of the
main U.S. officers’ billet in Saigon, killing 2
Americans and Injuring 110 persons. The
bemb apparently was stauggled into the

-heavily guarded building In. & U.8. jeep, an-

other Indication of increasing Vietcong bold-
ness despite the intense U.H. effort in South
Vietnam.

" Why doesn’t the Untted States pull out of
Vietnam? The answer can be summed up in

“‘three words: The domino theory,

Through the years, American officlals have
argued that If South Vietnam were to fall to
the Communists, the other nations of south-
east Asia would llkewise topple—like a row
of stacked dominoes.

WHAT THE REDS WOULI GOBBLIE

Landlocked Laos, already two-thirds in
Jemmunist hands, would be swiftly gobbled
up by the Reds. Thalland, which caved in to
Japanese invaders after only 5 hours of fight-
ing in December 1941, would sue for some
accommodation with Red China in hope of
preserving a semblance of 1t long-cherished
independence from forelgn rule. Burma,
whese government already has cut most of its
Hes with the West, would become little more
than a.Chinese province. Cambodia, recently
professing friendship with China, would suc-
cumb quickly to Communist domination,
The domino theory extends even further,
Pessimistic praponents of the theory fear
that if the United States is forced out of
Bouth Vietnam, either by a Cornmunist con-
quest or by the Saigon government, all of
Asla might be opened to Chinese Communist
ponetration, either through subversion or
outright Invasion. At least, they argue,
strongly pro-Western nations such as Japan,
Malnysia, the Philippines, and Formosa could
no longer trust the United States to fulfll any
pramuses to protect them. India, Pakistan,

-and . South Korea, too, might; have second

thoughts about alining themsslves too

‘Sanitized - Approved For Release' : CIA-iRDP?IS-OO‘I 49R000200320038-7



H
i
} .
i
§
H
t

23

.

‘Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000200320038-7

1965

A clear-cut Communist victory in South
Vietnam, the domino theorists maintain,
would have worldwide repercussions. The
Communists in Pelping would win the argu-
ment with the Communists in Moscow
over how to spread their ideology. Commu-
nists would expand thelr Ohinesc-style aub-
versive activities in Africa and South Amer-
ica, confident that the United States would
refuse to become involved in another expen=
slve guerrllla war.

LEAVE THE WEAPONS BEHIND? '

The domino theory is besed, of course, on

the presumption that without U.8. ald South .

Vietnam would collapse before the Commu-
nists. But if the United States did withdraw,
most probably American weapons and equip-~
ment now stored in that country would be
left behind. The South Vietnamese armed
forces would certainly not succumb to the
Communist guerrillas overnight.

But psychologically, South Vietnam would
be weakened. The South Vietnamese mili-
tary situation, after all, has steadily de-
teriorated despite American aid of more than
$1,600,000 & day and the presence of 22,000
American advisers. Without American sup-
port, the best guess 15 that the South Viet-
namese would quickly seek a political, rather
than a military, solution to the Red threat.

The Communists probably would be willing

" to negotiate a cease-fire, iguring it would be

less expensive to them to subvert the Gov-
ernment from within, :
BATTLE WITHH NO FRONTLINES

* The United Btates, even if it pulled out of
South Vietnam, still would remain the
strongest military power in Asla. The Tth
Fleet
munist Chinese invasion and could quickly
hustle troops to any Aslan country threat-
ened by Communist military forces. But, the
domino theorists say, the 7th Fleet has
fatled to prevent Red subversion In Laos and
South Vietnam. Although the United States
is the world’s mightiest military power, they
say, nuclear bombs, tanks, and alrcraft car-
riers are of little use against a guerrtlla force
fighting a battle with no front lines,

At a pross conference last week, Secretary

" of State Dean Rusk ducked a question about
- whether the United States still subscribed to

the domino theory.

He did say, however, that if South Viet-
nam were lost to the Communists, *“they
would simply move the problem to the next
country and the next and the next. And,
as I say, this 18 not dominoces. This 18 the
kind of Marxism that comes out of Pelping.”

Mr. Rusk asscerted that South Vietnam’s
“primary requirement"” in the fight agalnat
the Communists is national unity. “Unity,”
he sald, would be worth many, many divi-
sions.” PBut there was no unity in South
Vietnam last week.

‘The latest upheaval began in the same way
as most of the previous coups and attempted
coups—with the rumbling of trucks filled
with soldiers in the streets of Salgon. The
purge was carrled out speedily. Soldiers,

under command of a clique of 9 junlor -

officers, arrested most of the members of the
156-man High National Counoil, the country’s

provisional legislature, and several dozen-

other political figures. ]
The officers acted, they sald, because the
council was dominated by *counter-revolu-

now protects Formosa from Com-

. rumaors.

tionary elements that were acting against

thé spirit of national unity.” The arrested
councll members, the officers sald, had been
“conspiring” against the armed forces in
hope of furthering “their
anibitions.” .
OFFICER FACTIONS FEUD

But more than the personal ambitions and

rivalries of the ofiicers seemed to be Involved.

The nine oficers all hold key positions in the
Ko.86-—8 . S '

own - personal -

- the next day, took a more concillatary tone
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military, although in senlority they rank be-
low many officers without fleld responsibility.
The two officer Inctlons have been feuding
for months. ©On December 18 the junior offi-
cers formed an organization called the
Armed Forces Council, with no representa-
tion from the senior officers. The council
then drew up an order calling for mandatory
rotirement of all officers with at least 26
years' service. This would relire about 40
officers, including Maj. Gen. Duong Van
Minh, former Premier who is popular with
South Vietnam's Buddhlats,

The High National Council refused to ap-
prove the order. So the junior officers abol-
ished the legislative pgroup. 'The purge
leaders, Air Commodore Nguyen Cao Ky,
commander of the air force, and Brig. Gen,
Nguyen Chanh Thi, commander of the 1st
Army Corps, defended the military's right to
“act as mediator” of disputes within the
Government.

The officers sald their move was aimed at
eliminating politicel interference in the con-
duct or the antiguerrilla war, Buf, although
they disbanded the legisiative arm of the
Government, they pledged continued support
to Premtier Tran Van Huong and hls Cabinet.
The Premler hes been under atiack by mill-
tant Buddhist organizations almost since he
-took office October 30. The purge leaders in-
dicated they believed their move would pave
the way for reconciling the Buddhists and

the Huong government.

MOTIVES CALLED SINCERE

The U.S. Embassy in Saigon quickly op-
posed the purge. Conceding that the officers’
motives in attempting to stabillze the Gov-'
ernment were sincere, Embassy officlals
said the purge would only further disrupt the
Government. U.8. Ambassador Maxwell D.
Taylor held hurried consultations with the
junior officers, General Khanh, and Premter
Huong. The officers refused to back down.

General Khanh's position in the maneuver-
ing was unclear, but there were plenty of
One seid he had been at odds with
the junior officera in recent weeks hecause of
his refusal to pledge his support to Mr.
Huong, his successor as Premier. The junior
officers were sald to have threatened Decemn-
ber 6 to Jail General Ehanh unless ho pub-
licly announced support of the Premler, It
was rumored, too, that General Khanh was
quiietly conferring with Buddhist leaders, pre=
sumably In hope of capitelizing on any Bud-
dhist-provoked overthrow of the Huong gov«
ernment.

In a radlo address after a meeting with
Ambassador Taylor, General Khanh accepted
full responsibllity for the purge. Then he
swung Into his attack agalnst the United
Btates. “We make sacrifices for the coun-
try's independence and the Vietnamese peo-
ple’s liberty, but not to carry out the policy
of any foreign country,” he said. He defined
the role of the military as “acting as an in-

‘termediary to settle all disputes and differ~

ences 1f they create a situation favorable to
the common enemies: communism and
colonialism in any form.”
CRITICAL OF AMBASSADOR TAYLOR

In private interviews with Amerlcan re-
porters, General Khanh was sharply critical
of Ambassador Taylor. If he “does not act
more intelligently, the United States will lose
goutheast Asia and we will lose our freedom,”

sald General Khanh, He charged the U.S. -

Envoy had acted ‘‘beyond imagination as far
as an ambassador is concerned,”

In Washington, the Johnson administra-
tion replied with a message of support for
its man in Saigon. “Ambassador Taylor,”
sald the State Department, “has been acting
throughout with the full support of the
U.8. Government,” . .

Secretary Rusk, at his news conference

B perion
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toward il Junlor officers and General
Khanh. 'The remarks by General Khanh,
hoe sald, “might have been made in the heat
of the moment,” But Mr. Rusk suggested
that U.8. aid might be curtailed if the diffi-
culties in Saigon continued. .

The latest’ flare-up came just as plans were
shaping up for South Vietnamese alr sirikes
against Communist Vietcong supply bases
and inflltration staging areas In Lzos near
the South Vietnamese border. QGen.

Phoumi Nosavan, Deputy Premler of Loas,

visited Salgon last week, presumably to put
the finishing touches on plans to strike at
the Communist bases,

THE FLAMES OF WAR

These preparations were enough to alarm
the Red Chinese, who threatened to plunge
Indochina into war if the Unlted States
bombs supply lines through Laos, “The
flames of war will spread to the whole of
Indochina if U.8. imperialism succeeds in
its criminsl scheme,” warned the Pelping
People's Dally.

‘Whether the United States would go along
with these plans ih view of the present tur-
bulence in 3algon was uncertain. For one

“thing, it was no longer clear who actually

held powsr in the country. U.S. officlals
were unsure whether General Khanh - had -
agein assumed the role of strong man or
whether e was only acting as the mouth-
piece of the Junior officers. Nor was Prexaier
Huong's posltfon clear. Despite atrong ges~
tures of support from Washington, the Pre-
mier remained in the background, tacitly, at
least, glving his approval to the purgs. ‘The
Buddhists, too, stayed quiet, awalting the
military’s next move. The United States
alone was stonding fast publicly againgt the
purge. And the United States suddenly

-geemed to have very few friends in Bouth

Vietnam,
RicHARD Ecan,

[From the New York Herald Trlbune, Deo. 25,
- 1964]
MAaTTER O Facr: How Not To Do Ir
(By Joseph Alsop)
Honae Kowe~—The political troubls in

. Baigon. bepan at almost the moment when,

this reporter was starting home for Christ=
mas. But even on the road home, with mo
opportunity to study detailed developments,

- 1% 15 easy to see that we are being glven an-

other demonstration of how not to do it.

The Vietnamese generals have no doiubt
contributed thelr share to this demonstra-
tlon, but so huve the Americans. To be sure,
the fault on the Amerlcan side does not lo
with Gen. Maxwell Taylor., The fault lies
with the Instructions that General Taylor
wasg given, and even more with the ludicrously
unrealistic fceas and prejudices in which
those instructions partly originated.

It has beon the same old story from the
period when large'numbers of U.S. officials,
military officers and one must add, news-
papermen, were doing everything in thelr
power to undercut the beleaguered Chinesxe
Natlonallst Government, down to the present
melancholy moment. Almost always, the.
same two tendencles have recurrently
marked—and too often fatally marred---
American dexlings with situations like that
in Vietnam, -

In such situatlions, first of all, a good many -

Americans mysteriously tend to be hyper<
critical of precisely those allled leaders whose

- aims and purposes most closely coincide with
- American inte

psts, It is nover enoupgh, for
Amerlcans of this stripe, that our interenty
are being served.

‘Whether in Ohina, or Korea, or today in

Vietnam, they must always be designing’

ideal governments; thelr ideal governments
generally exolude the local leaders whose alms

coincide with ‘American gxterests. This wiis;

‘

Sanitized - Approved For Reléase : CIA-RDP75:00149R000200320038-7

- \




- 3290

emphatically the case in Vietnam in the years
of Ngo Dinh Diem, and in a considerable

 measure, 1t is today.

The rights and wrongs of the young gen-
erals’ renewed Intervention In Vietnamese
politics cannot be judged from this distance.
But from any distance, it is perfectly clear
that these are the men most deeply com-
mitted to resisting the Communist attack on
Bouth Vietnom, It is also clear that with
the possible exception of Prime Minister Tran

* Van Huong, they are the most effective per-

sonalities on the scene.

The motives for their renewed intervention
may-well have been a great deal more justi-
fiable than one might suppose from a brief
perusal of the pompous pronouncements of
the State Department spokesman. Just be-
fore they acted, for example, there were
strong indications that Phan Khac Suu, the

. nice, bewildered old gentleman who is the

»

" feet.

officlal chief of state, was about to make a
dangerously muddled compromise with the
polttical Buddhists.

Moreover, you need only ask any American
in Balgon, whether political or military, what
protection we have agalnst a neutralist gov-
ernment finally coming to power because of

. the general deterioration in South Vietnam.

The answer always Is, “The army leaders will
not permit 1t.”” In these very possible cir-
cumstances, in short, we are actually count-
ing on the army leaders’ intervention.

Because of American tendency No. 1, how-
ever, the army leaders are now the targets
of the State Department’s righteous Indigna-
tlon. As for tendency No, 2, it 18 symbolized
by Phan Khac Suu, the chief of state above
mentioned. He has clean hands and sore
And he wonderfully illustrates the
usual results of ideal government designing.

It was a fairly hair ralsing experience to
go straight from an audience with this ami-
able old man, with his white foot bandages
and obvious feebleness, to a long meeting
with one of the ideal government designers.

“Now,” this American kept saying, “we've
got a government we can really work with—
& government with real promise of gtability.”
And he went on to talk with pious enthusi-
asm about the high national council's promis-
Ing first attempts to prepare a national elec-
tion in SBouth Vietnam.

In reality, it would be flattering to ecall
the high national council a basket of eels,
As for the notion of holding a general elec-
tion in Vietnam at this juncture or at any
time In the near future, this alone would
almost excuse the dissolution of the high
national council by the young generals.

Working for sane clvilian leadership by
men like Prime Minlster Huong is one thing.
Trylng to stage a kind of comedy or parody
of normal, duly elected democratic govern-
ment in Saigon at this stage of the war, 18
quite another thing, The purpose of the
parody is clear, of course. It looks nice in
the papers back home, and thus conhsoles
the large element in the U.8. Government
that always worrles about appearances.

The tlme has come to say, however, “To
the devil with appearances. What matters
is averting a shattering defeat.”

{From. the Philadelphia Inquirer, June 17,
' ‘ 1964]

' ON THE SPoT: VIETNAM ERRORS OFFER VITAL

LESSON
(By Marguerite Higgins)

New 'YorK.—One way for the United Btates
to better its present chances (perhaps 50-50)
of winning the war i{n Vietnam is to face
coldly and honestly the consequences of its
past mistakes.

Putting aside matters of America’s image,
‘world opinion, and the like, the greatest; and
possibly disastrous, blunder of the last year
was the declsion to signal the overthrow of
;the Diem regime. in midbattle. Quite apart
from the resulting chaos and disorganiza-

24

tion that permitted the Vietcong to take
over 7 milllon (out of 14 million) Viet-
namese in 3 months, the demoralizing ef-
fect of the first and second coup d'etats on
Vietnam'’s fledgling officer corps has changed
the very nature of the war.

The demoralization 1s such that many Viet-
namese officers have become de facto hors
de combat even though they are nominally
still at their posts. The morale of many key
officers has bcen crippled because they do

~hot know whom to trust. In the wake of the
successive purgings of the “ins” by the “outs”

during the two revolts, who can blame these

officers If they are fearful of taking respon-
sibility and exccuting orders. After all, their
general or other superior officer may be “in”
today “out” tomorrow. If they do their duty
today they may be punished tomorrow.

And the United States 18 not without
blame for this uncertain atmosphere. If the
American Embassy in. Saigon had spoken out
half as forcefully against the relgn of terror
perpetrated recently (meainly against Cath-
olles) in Vietnam as it did during the so-
called Buddhist crisis, there might be a
saner atmosphere. The phony trial of the
Catholic Mayor Dang Sy, the war hero (seven
decorations) who was condemned for having
carried out orders of his Buddhist superiors
in Hue last May, is kut one example of this
relgn of terror.
saying “Henry Cabot Lodge Go Home™ it 18
because they think the Unilted States has
stayed strangely silent in the face of what
almost everybody on the scene in Saigon
considers & mockery of justice—only one
among many.

In any case, the morale of many Vietna-
mese officers In crucial areas is shot.

Further, this country is going to have to
stop trylng to fight this war with its left
hand. It is not serious warfare, to give but
one example, to send over military advisers
for 1 year only. The advisers are the first
to say it. Said Maj. Olen O'Connor, of Ari-
zona: "It takes about 8 to 8 months to get
to know your Vietnamese opposite number
and work smoothly with him. And just as
things are really beginning to mesh, it is
time to go home.”

Further, the Communists, who convinced
themselves early in 19684 that the United
States was about to bow cut of Asla, must be
put on notice that this country will do what-
ever is necessary to prevent a Communlst

- vietory. This means, if necessary, the com-
mitment of American troops, sabotage and
other dirty tricks in North Vietnam, ete. The

Communists know that the Unlted States -

has the power to win in southenst Asia.
And if Peking anhd Hanoi are convinced that
the United States 1s prepared—at last—to
use i, the invocation of this power may not

- be necessary.

6. THE BUDDHIST MILITANTS
[From the Washington Star, Jan, 23, 1965]
Isn’t It TIME To FACE TRUTH?
(By Marguerite Higging)

The spectacle in Salgon of brown-robed
nionks egging on delinguents, both juvenile
and adult, to smash the windows of our

" libraries leads to one insistent question:

Isn’t it time the United States told the
American people the truth concerning the

way In which & handful of Buddhist poli- .

ticians in Vietnam have used a religlous
cover to camouflage a campaign of chaos
that for the last 18 months hes served only
Communist ends? '

Is it embarrassing to admit that the Unit~

ed States made a mistake in giving asylum
at its Salgon embassy no less than twice (3
monthe in 1963, 1 day in 1964) to the in-
tellectual powerhouse of the rock-throwlng
clique, the Buddhist Monk Thich Tri Quang?

Is it dificult to acknowledge that perhaps
we should have checked a little further into
Quang's. past, hils two arrests by the French
for serving with the Communists, his state-

And if Catholics carry signs’

" but not shameful.
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ments that Marxism and Buddhism were
allke, his furtive meetinpgs with leaders of
the Vietcong National Liberation front?

Wil faces turn red ii'we admit further
that for many months Quang bamboozled
many well-meaning Americans into bellev-
ing his absurd claim that his particular
clique of Buddhists represented 85 to 90
percent” of the Vietnamese people when In
point of fact Buddhists i Vietnam may just
possibly constitute 30 percent of the people
(see “Buddhism in Vietham" by Dr. Mal Tho
Truyen, chairman of the Vietnamese Associ-
ation of Buddhist Laymen) and further,
Quang's faction is. bitterly opposed by truly
religious Buddhists such as those at Saigon's
n Lot Pagoda, which 1s not on speaking
terms with the Buddhist center run by the
Communist-tinged extremists?

Embarrassing as all this may be, embar-
rngsment has become, and resoundingly, the
lesser of the evils. The moment of truth is
at hand.

The truth is vital because otherwise Amer-
ican opinion is going to fall, just like that,
into the trap so cleverly and deviously pre-
pared by Quang—the trap of believing that
the so-called and in fact nonexistent “Bud-

_dhist majority” of the Vietnamese people

Iiave turned against the United States.

The truth is, and it nee<ls to be repeated
loud and clear, that the man behind the per-
sons cradling the rocks that smash our li-
b}'m‘y 18 Quang as well as others who have
been been intriguing with the Vietcong Com-
munists for a very long time, as the Amerlcan
intelligence record—to 1ts credit—shows even
though the policymakers have chosen to dis-
regard the evidence.

But if and when the majority of the Ameri-
call people begin to belleve that utterly false,
but so carefully prepared, piece of Commu-
nist-abetted propagands to the effect that
the llusory Buddhist majortty wants us to go
home, then the clamor for Americans to give
up and get out of Vietnam could become ir-
reversible.

All right, so the United States made a mis-
take back in the summer of 1963. We can
now see, In retrospect, that tho Vietnamese
army, the Vietnamese security police, and
Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem were
completely right when they tried to tell us
from the very beginning of the Buddhist
erisls that in Vietnam the Communists do
not, ‘after all, play cricket, but play dirty.
Tuey play real dirty and indu!ge in precisely
such tricks as Infiltrating the Buddhist
movement, and not only that, infiltrating
alsa, to some degree, the Catholics, Cao Dad,
Hoa Hao, mountain tribesmen, the ancestor
worshippers, and the many other non-Bud-
dhist sects and religlons of Vietnam.

More recently, Premier Tran Van Huong

" was perfectly correct in warning that ace-

government toppler Quang talkad llke a Com-
munist, acted like & Communtst, and served
Communist ends,

The United States’ mistakes are painful,
Contrary to the Commu-
nists, we have not been plotting for 26 years
to selze Vietnam and have not meticulously
studleq every village, every provinde, every
religlon, every superstition, with the aim
of subverting them to our ends. If it is any
comfort, our inexperience is born of virtue-—
the virtue of a Johnny-come-lately desper-
ately seeking to save & drowning man with-
out time to find out much about him, let
alone bone up on his family tres.

And the essential, and most salutary point
of admitting past mistakes is that this is
the only way to stop repeating them.

[From the Washington Evening Star,
' Jan. 8, 1965]

CONTROLLING THE BUDDEISLS

If the militant Buddhist lenders in Saigon
are recognized as subversive conspirators in-

‘stead of the spiritual characters they pretend
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and
should not be insoluble.

The methods of doing this are hardly up to
The best they e¢an do 1s
to encourage Premier Tran Van Huong to
face up to the situation and take corrective
action. The worst they can do s to keep in-
sisting that Huong find some ground for
compromise with men who are actively seek-

Americans to decido.

ing to overthrow his government.

The problem of dealing with widespread

H and well-organized subversive consplracles,

* after all, iIs not exnctly new. Even the fact

that this conspiracy may command wide pub-

lic support does not make it all powerful.

The French, for example, faced something of

the same situstion with the Communists in

the late 1940's, complete with infiltration of

i the army, police and government, nationwide
strikes and impresstve street riots. It wasnot

necessary to annihilate the Communists to

contein the threat to the security of the

- state.

© Communist,

with, and presume {o speak for,
° Buddhist in the world.

avold lending credence to the charge.

will be called for.

‘ment could do.

daily news columns from Saigon.

servative (and more religlous)

tant coreligionists.

handiful of monks.

BuobHISTS BRAG OF SUBVERSION
(By Marguerite Higgins)

How valld are these boasts?

It is a cruclal question—and an appalling
one. For If the Vietnamese regular army
~ - hos been subverted to this extent today,

what will happen tomorrow?

First, 1t should be pointed out that there
appears to be a widespread misconception
in this’ ¢ountry about the southeast Asian
- Buddhist taovement. - According to the re

What glves the Buddhist conspiracy Its

- uniquely dangerous twist is the pseudo-.

' ‘religlous cover of its leadership. The ma-
jority of Buddhists in Vietnam are quite
certainly neither proneutralist nor pro-
Yet the mlilitant leaders In
,Baigon naturally seck to identify themselves
every

Certainly they will raise the cry of religious
persecution at the first hint of trouble. Glven
the experience of the unfortunate President
Ngo Dinh Diem, it is a highly effective form
of defense. And every effort must be made to

It seems Improbaoble, therefore, that an at-
tempt to crush the conspiracy by force
But short of this, there
are plenty of things that the Salgon govern-

. It could, for instance, put considerably
i. more backbone in suppressing the kind of
" senseless juvenile hooliganism that fills the.

It could screen out of the army and police
force those elements which might be likely
to side against the government in any real
showdown with the Buddhist leadership.

It could strengthen the hand of more con-
Buddhist
leaders who, at present, are themselves the
targets of strong-arm tactics by their mili-

Tt could, in short, face up to the problem
instead of shrinking from it. What 1s essen-
tlal Itn Vietnam s that the power to over-

" throw governments—any government which
s they do not control—be taken away from this
If this is not done, and
soon, there will be no prospect whatever of
any stable government in South Vietnam.

{Prom the Washington Evening Star, Jan. 8,-
1966]

On the bulletin board of the newest pa-
goda in Salgon there recently has appeared
8 communique in which the Communist-
oriented wing of mtlitant Vietnamese Bud-
dhism claims to have subverted at least four
regiments of the Vietnamese National Army,
" The sinister Thich Trl Quang, Vietnam's
- ace toppler of governments, boasts that 2,000

. officers of the Vietnamese army would lay
down their arms and refuse to fight the
Communists if he ordered them to do so.

v
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to be, the problem of contnining their power
rendering them  relatively harmless

spected work “Buddhism In Vietham,” writ-
ten by Dr, Mal Tho Truyern, the greatest
Vietnamese authority -on Buddhism, the
movement in Vietnam has expanded to at
least 4 million persons (or about 30 percent
of the population of 14 million). But again
according to Dr, Truyen, the overwhelming
majority of Vietnamese Buddhists do not
agrec—and Indced dlsapprove-—of the Com-
munist-tinged extremism and violence of
the Thich Tri Quang wing.

Dr. Truyen, who 1s additionally head of
South Vietnam's powerful Buddhist Lay-
men's Assoclation, cooperates with and sup-
ports Vietnam’s DBuddhist-dominated gov-
ernment led by Premler Tran Van Huong,
Certainly the Huong government has no
quarrel with the Buddhist but rather vice~
versa.

* As Huong put it in a cabled answer to my
question on the subject:

“You refer to a quarrel. But my govern-
ment has never answered attecks and ac-
cusations directed against tho government
and myself by certaln Buddhist elements,
If these attacks were halted, the quarrel
would die automatically.”

But if there is a genulne schism in the
‘Vietnamese Buddhist movement between the
moderates and the extremists, and if the ex-
tremists are in the minority, how have they
managed to Infiltrate the Vietnsmese army?

It goes back to last summer when Gen,
Nguyen Khanh was still fighting for his
political life and was under the illusion that
he could appease his most vocal tormentor—
the same extremist monk, Thich Trl Quang—
by giving in to his demands. One of these
demands was to glve Quang the right to as-
sign Buddhlst chaplains to every army com=-
pany.

Three-man Buddhist chaplain teams (in
reality political cells) were soon thereafter
attached to the army and szcon trouble
started. A few irate Vietnamese comman-
ders began to expel the.chaplaines when they
caught them distributing tracts telling sol-
diers they need not obey thelir oflicers if they
felt they were acting in the Interests of
colonialist Americans or persons unfaithful
to the natlonalist cause.

But for the most part, individual Viet-
namese army officers have been unwilling to
take upon themselves the expulsion of these
cohorts of Thich Tri Quang, particularly so
long as his capacity to wrest further appease-
ment from the government and from the
Americans seemed unchecked.

In any case, the capacity of a milltant
minority to make trouble out of all propor-
tion to their true importance is part of the
-eurrent political landscape in Vietnam. And

even if Quang's boast of subverting the Viet-

namese armed forces is exaggerated, it is
surely criminal negligence not to take what-
ever steps necessary to destroy his capacity
to spread polltical poisons among Vietnam’s
fighting men,
[From the Evening Star, Jan. T, 1965]
‘Tize BUDDHISTS IN VIETNAM

In some ways, the American Government
Is 1ts own worst enomy In Vietnam. In its
refusal to come to grips with the problem of

Buddhist subversion and its fatuous insist- °

ence on the theme of a “broadly based
civilian government in Saigon it s in itself

‘largely responsible for the near paralysis of

the regime of Premler Tran Van Huong, a
paralysis not likely to be broken by today's
reported agreement to form a new coalition

- council,

The threat raised by the militant Buddhist
leaders is now perfectly clear, After months
of behind-the-scenes incitement of disorder,
the two top “venérables,” Tich ‘Il Quang
and Tl'gh Tam Chau, are in open revolt
egainst the Huong reglthe. They are threat-
ening to overthrow 1t; using the same
mothods of mass disorder that led to the

" 3291

downfall of President Ngo Dinh Diem in
November of 1063.

It 15 alno perfectly clear that the Buddhist
lenders would use the same tacticg against,
any effzctive anti-Communist government in
Vietnain, So 1t 18 high time to stop acting
as if the significance of these men is to any
substantial extent religious. Whether or not
they 1w actually agents of the Cornmunists
makes no real difference. The fact Is that
thelr activities are destructive to the freedom
of the country and that attempts to arrive at
some sort of compromise with them will very
‘probably prove fatal.

Estimates vary on the effectiveness and
size of the Buddhist apparatus in Vietnam.
The more effective, however, the more es-
sential it is that 1t be dismantled or neutral-
ized without delay. The Huong government
should be getting the strongest Amuerican
encouragement to this end.

It 18 not getting eny such thing. The
Huong government, in dealing wlth the
Buddhist threat, 1s inhibited, as all govern-
ments since the overthrow of Diem liave been
inhibited, by the feeling that the Americans
are moro Interested in preaching democracy
in Vietnarn than they are in effective gov-
ernment; there. We seem to be defending
our fuzzy liberal ideal against the army-—the
only renl source of strength for any govern-
ment in Vietnam. -

The sad fact of the matter 1s that Amerlcon
policy is 5till very much under the Influence
of the men who were responsible for the
overthrow of Diem and who are atill de-
termined to justity their anction, It appar-
ently makes little difference that the highest
_officlals of. . the administration are con-
vinced—and were convinced at the tlme—
that this move was a tragle mistalke, The
game thinking that produced the misfake is
still shaping our policles in Vietnam. today.
It is timo the nonsense stopped.

[From {he Christlan Science Monitor, Dec.
3 21, 19641 :

Bunppaism WIDENS WorRLD RoLn

with Christmas less than a week away,
Buddhismn continues to be active on the
world's newsfronts,

The South Vietnamese Government has
been on full alert, braced against tho pos-
sibility of large-scale Buddhist demonsira-
tlons. Teusion between some of the coun-
try’s Buddhist factions and the Saigon gov-
.ernment has been Increasing dally.

In the mldst of the Vietnamese fiiction,
the religlon that clalms as many a8 hall n
billlon adherents is being buffeted by new
winds from Communist China and soothed
by statements from the Vatican.

COOPERATION ASKED

Among the past weck's developments in.
volving Buddhism around the world: '
Pope Paul VI appesaled for Buddhists and
Roman Cetholics to cooperate, “especlally in
certain zones where the two communlties
live together and are confronted with the
same problems.” The zone that bests. fits
this situation is Vietnam. : ’
The Chinese Communist Government
stripped the Dalal Lama of Tibet of his re-
maining post as chairman of the preparatory
commitiee for the “Tibet Autonomous He-
. glon” of China. It called him a “traitor who
i8 an incorrigible running dog of imperialism
and foreign reactionaries.”
The move dropped all Chinese. prefonse
that the Bucddhist god-king of Tibet, nuw
in exile in India, retained any further seoular
or spiritusal suthority in his congquered lancdl,
*  The Theravada Buddhlist scct, an irapor-
tant minority in Vietnam, sent a petition o
the government asking for arms to fight; the
.Communist Vietcong. It is unlikely it will
be granted, R L
o REACTION WATCHED s
Vietnam has been badly fragmented 'by
fighting religious sects before. "And_Thera.

1 . B

: o : Sa’nit-ized - Approve'd For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149'§000200320038;f':*

s



.

3202

vada, weak as it may be in Vietnam, repre-
sents 95 percent of the population of adjoin-
ing Cambodia, a country with strong anti-

"~ Saigon leanings.

Political observers In Salgon were watching
closely reactions of Vietnam's ranking Bud-
dhist layman, Mai Tho Truyen, who returned
home Friday from & World Buddhist oon-
ference in Indla,

Mr. Truyen is a vice president of the world
body but, more importantly for Vietnamese

l Buddhism, he 1s & member of the High Na-

S

tional Council, the Salgon government.'a
fnterim legislature,

Mr. Truyen has not joined the recent Bud-
dhist protests and is regarded by some as the
best hope for getting antigovernment Bud-
dhist priests together with the government
of Premlier Tran Van Huong.

The Vietnamese Commissioner General for
Buddhist Youth Affairs, Thich Thien Minh,
sald Vietnamese Buddhists had striven hard

to live up to “Lord Buddha's teachings of
. eompassion and altruism.”

He said the best
way for Buddhists to combat communism

" was to come together in one united, cen-

tralized body to advance the Buddhlst ide-
ology and ellminate social injustice,
DISSENT INDICATED

In another quote, the State Department in
Washington termed a letter written to Presi-
dent Johnson by another Balgon Buddhist
leader, Thich Tam Chau, “a propaganda de-
vice and not an appropriate means of com-

s municating with the President of the United

‘States.”” The priest had wrltten charging

- Premier Huong’s government wlth oppress-~

ing Buddhism.
Meanwhile there has been evidenca that

" not all Buddhists follow the protesting

‘priests. It s known that many of the monks

in the vanguard of last year’s struggle

‘agalinst the Ngo Dinh Diem rule have opposed

the current antl-Huong campalign. At least

. one of them, Thich Duc Nghiep, has been

‘denounced by the North Vietnamese Gov-

ernment,
‘Thich Duc Nghiep has opposed. the anti-
Huong demonstrations and urged priests to

: take to the countryside to preach against the

" BAlGON ScHISM:

Vietcong.

Perheps his followers are galning ground.
A week ago violent demonstrations and self-
immolation by priests was predicted. But
they fatled to materialize. The same pre-
dictions have been made again,

NEW AGITATION

The Government has obviously mustered
some support for its position and has suc-

~cessfully clamped down on troublemakers.

Bul some sources report agltation now is

- strong Iin the large cities of XHue and Da .
. Nang farther north where. Saigon control 18

less effective,
. Meanwhile, the Salgon government has ad-

" mitted that the Buddhists are not the only

factionalists dividing SBouth Vietnam.

It announced the formation of an Armed
- Forces Counecil to Iron out differences be-

tween the old guard officers and the “young

- Turks.”

And Chief of State Phan Khue SBuu has
proposed that seven new members be added
to the High Natlonal Councll. He suggested
hames representing the south, central, and
north sections of the country in order to try

_to overcome regional factiorialism,

. [Prom the Christian Science Monitor, Dec, 2,

19641

BUDDHIST STRUGGLE SAPS
FroHT AGAINST COMMUNISTS
{By Takashi Oka)

BAawgoN~—~The struggle between Premier
Tran Van Huong and the Buddhist leadership
oonﬂnues. and Bouth Vietnam is the loser.

" Nelther side talks to the other except in

‘__propﬂ.gnndutlo appeals t‘.o the populatlon.

1
v

. people,
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Fach day of political instability at the center
makes more difficult the task of pacification
against Communist insurgents in the couw-
tryside.

Washington, engaged in intensive review
of its Indochina policy, must declde whethor
or not continuation of military and economic
ald on the present scale of more than $500
million & year can bring victory against the
Communists without taking the war into
North Vietnam.

It must also declde how this ald can most
effectively be used as leverage to promote
political stability within S8outh Vietnam.

It 18 the second of these two tasks that
preoccupies the American Embassy here theso
days. Washington formally supports tho
Tran Van Huong government, which came
into belng according to provisions of the
October 20 constitution and which cannot
legally be overthrown unless the15-man High
Natlonal Council vofes it out.

Yot there is full recognition that Buddhism
in South Vietnam constitutes a powerful
political force, that leaders of the Buddhist
hierarchy have been dissatisfled with the
Huong government from its inception, and
that whatever legal rights and wrongs of the
sltuation, an all-out confrontatton between

.Buddhists and the government can benefit
‘no ohe but the Communists.

REGIME ATTACKED

Americans have, therefore, sought to keep
an open brldge betweon the government and

Buddhist leadership. But the task becomes

more difficult with each passing day.

Saturday Thich Tam Ohsu, one of the
Buddhist hierarchy's two most prominent
leaders, held a press conference bitterly at-
tacking the Huong government.

The following day he permitted a student-
sponsored funeral procession for a youth
killed in government-student clashes last
week to start out from Buddhist headquar=
ters, the Vien Hoa Dao or Institute for Exe-
cution of Dharma.

Buddhist sources say Vien Hoa Dao will
call for popular noncooperation with the
government.

A nightly program of loudspeaker broad-
casts from within Vien Hoa Dao is to be
launched this week. Those who gather in
streets to listen will do so at thelr own
risk, presumably.

BUDDHISTS ACCUSED

The government accuses the Buddhlists ot
mixing religlon and politics by using the re-
liglous prestige of the hlerarchy to promote

. secular causcs such as the overthrow of the
government. Thich Tam Chau responds that

“all things in the world are related.”

To an observer the Buddhist hierarchy
seems to be testing.lts strength with the
Last August's events have already
proved that on some Issues they can win
overrlding popular support.

Whether this support will stay with them
on lesser issues 18 problematical. But the
Huong-Buddhist confrontation has had a
snowballing effect. What seemed bridgeable
and nonessential at the start has built up
into a major test of strength from which
neither now can afford to withdraw.

CAMPAIGN EHINTED

[Meanwhile, the Associated Press reported
the Buddhists may again turn to suicide by
fire In an intensive campaign to overthrow

- Premier Huong’s government, quoting an un-

named Buddhist leader.
[Leading monks deny there ars plans for
more such sutcides. But Buddhist strate=
sts generally keep thelr plans secret to the
t moment.
[A Reuters dispatch sald government
forces are pressing thelr gains against Com-

munist Vietcong guerrilias while the Bud- -

dhist leaders work out a strategy' for ouatlng
the oivman government] '
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[From the Washington Evening Star, Nov. 12,
1064}

PAINFUL VERDICT IN VIETNAM
{By Marguerite Higging)

Key 1.8, officials in Vietnam have come to
& painful but significant coneclusion. It 1is
that a tiny faction of Vietnamese—too clever
to reveal thelr motives and too powerful for
comfort—are bent on using the cloak of re-
ligion as a cover for undeclared warfare de-
signed to prevent the emergence of a stable
government in Vietnem. In other words,
whenever any regime in Saigon shows any -
sign of being able to govern'the drive to
topple it will begin,

There are some dissemters from this view
in the Embassy in Saigon. But this conclu-
sion s nonetheless held widely and strongly
enough to explain why the Embassy gave the
-strongest sort of backing to the declsion of
Vietnam’s new premier, Tran Van Huong,
lnst weekend to call out the army to repress
the Buddhlist-instigated demonstrations
agalinst his fledgling government.

WILY MONEK.

Thus Tran Van Huong's new regime, for
whom practically nobody has great hopes, is
momentarily one up on the willest, slickest
demagog In Vietham, the Buddhist monk,
"Thich Tri Quang, who, Americans believe,
was behind last weekend’s initial attempt
to topple the latest Saigon reglme, just as
he had previously mastermined the toppling
of Ngo Dinh Diem and Gen. Nguyen Khanh.

But in this matter of government toppling,
sthe smart money Is on Thich Trl Quang, es-
pecially if his boasts of having swung some
personsalities of the Catholic, Cao Dal, and
Hoa Hao mlths into his camp, are at all
true,

It has taken some time for U.8. officinls
to permit themselves to fnce the fearsome
and indeed awesome truth about Thich Trl
Quang, Of late, Ambassasdior Maxwell Tay-
lor in Saigon and State Department officials
in Washington have taken to describing
Thich Tri Quang as “the Makarios of south-
enst Asia.”

There used to be brisk srguments among
Americans In Salgon and Washington as to
whether Thich Trl Quang, who once served
with the Communist Viet Minh and whose
two brothers serve Ho Chi{ Minh, is “still a
Communist.”

It 1s only recently that Americans have
bepun to realize that this bege the real issue
which is whether Thich Iri Quang serves
Communist ends. And the answer here is
that if the Vietcong themselves had been

“writing the scenario as to how any given

Buddhist monk could play into thelr hands,

- they could not have Improved on the real

1ife doings of Thich Tri Quang, including his
current attempt to topple fhe new clvilian
Rovernment.

For if Thich Trl Quang arcd his followers
can, by demonstrations, riot, and propaganda
successfully keep on perpetuating the near
chinos that has prevalled from the top down
‘in Vietnam, it is just a matter of time until
the Vietcong take over the country from
within.

The civilian regime of Tran Van Huong re-
guilred preat courage to proclaim the separa-
tHon of politics from religion, because if this
ravich needed step were carried out it would
checkmate some of the rntigovernment
troubles masterminded by Thich Tri Quang.

It would, as a few cxamples:

lind the vigilante squads of Buddhists who

"have taken law into their own hands in

the provinces and arrested Cntholics on the

_prefiext that they are Diemists (it is a pre-
“toxt because almost all educated Vietnamese

wotked for the government between 1964 and
1963 and hence were Diemists) .

End the system where triumvirates of

" Buddhists are attached to Vistnamese bat-
“talions with the divisive and dungercus habit
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of conducting antigovernment propagande
from this sensitive vantage point.

End the custom that came into practice
during the Khanh regime where even &
proven Vietcong agent would often be re-
leased If, as became standard operational
procedure, the prisoner would state that he
was “Buddhist” and claim—with Buddhist
backing—that his imprisonment therefors
amounted to religious persecution,

PUBLIC RECOGNITION

If it sounds a bit insane that practices

: such as these have been permitted to take
place in a nation supposedly at war with
the Communist Vietcong, it can only be
replied that thé new premler is the first to
_have recognized publicly these insanitles and
may soon lose his political head a result.

But'now that the United States privately
recognizes that Thich Trl Quang is working
at totally cross purposes In Vietnam, 18

there not some way to checkmate his design *

for chaos? Or has it already gone too far?
“The fate of the new clvilian regime should
provide some clues as to the answer.

- [From the New York Times, Oct. 18, 1964]
Porrrics HaMrrers VIETNAM'S WAR
(By Peter Grose)

8A1c0N, SouTR VIiErwaM, October 17—

‘ _Maxwell D.. Taylor, the U.8. Ambassador, was

given a polgnant insight Into the whys of
Vietnamese politics the other day. Talking
socially with a middle-aged politician, the
Ambassador broached the subject of present

- political pressures from dlverse groups on the

Salgon Government and the possibly harm-
ful effects of this agitation in the war against
the Communist Vietcong insurgents.

“You Americans view all this in the terms
of your own country,” said the politician, not
as a reproach but in an effort to let Amerl-
eans understand what is going on In
Vietnam.

“¥You must realize that this period—these
few wecks—is the first moment in my life-
time that we Vietnamese are able to partici-
pate in the normal political interplay your

. democratic countries have enjoyed for

decades,
. STEMING CONTRADICTION

_ “First we were under French domination,
then came the war and rule by the Japanese.
After the war we had to choose between the

- French agalh or joining the Communists.

Those of us in the south got our independ-
.ence with a non-Communist government
but Diem kept all political parties down just
as the French had.
~ “When Diem was overthrown it was the
army that ran everything. They let us poll-
ticians talk in the open but nothing. we sald
ever seemed t0 have any effect on the deci-
.‘slons of the military government.

“Now at 1ast we are able to act as real citi-
zons, not just as tools of one or another
group which holds all the power, whether
spokesmen of the people like 1t or not.
There’s nothing disloyal about politics.”

The conversation, trivial in 1itself, never-

 thelees made an Impression on Ambassador

Taylor, who now freely admits that his fre-
~quent visits to Vietnam as Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Stafl, did not prepare him for
the political complexities and struggles he
faces in the role of Ambassador.
Gradually U.S. officlals are discovering a
seeming contradiction underlying American

and WVietnamese attitudes toward the war .

offort agalnst the Vietcong. . From this con-
tradiction comes American impatience with
Vietnamese Intramural quibbling over forms
of government, From it comes also Viet-
namess suspiclons about American motives
_here, suspicions that are only increasing,
COLD WAR TRENCH .

; To Americans, Vietnam seems to be a
trench in the cold war, a chosen battlefield
for the non-Communist world o confront
Communist expansionism.

L
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The Vietnamese do not see their plight In
these terms at all. The upheavals of the last
2 months have made abundantly clear. To
the articulate Vietnamese, the struggle is to
build a viable natlon and government, a gov-
ernment of justice truly representative of
what the leading forces of soclety want. For
too long they have lived under a government
and policies imposed upon them by outslde
influence. Communism would be another of
these outside influences, but perhaps so now
is the American notion of winning a war at

- whatever cost by whatever government.

THE COMING STORY

Reésolution of this contradiction will be the
gtory of South Vietnam in the months to
come,

Considering the lack of political oppor-
tunity, the fumblings of the Vietnamese In
their .quest for representative and just gov-
ernment should come as no surprise.

Nor is the accumulation of transitory po-
1itical institutions—piled up In & haphazard
and seemingly self-nullifying manner—alien
to Vietnamese experience &s any examination
of the postwar years under the French will
show.

At the top of the political pile now is an

"ad hoc body of 17 men called the High Na-

tional Council. Appointed September 26 by

‘Maj. Gen. Duong Van Minh, the chief of

state, after consultations with leading rell-
gious and soclal groups of the nation, the

- council 18 designed to resemble o representa~

tive asembly, not for the purpose of govern-
ing the country but only for deciding how
the country should be governed.

The constitution it produces is supposed to
be provisional, the personnel installed in
high office only temporary, until some kind
of national elections can be held,

* The 17 men are a strange mixture, Only
a few have any personal polltical futures or
ambltions,

So remote from iImmediate cross-currents
of politics does the council seem that many
Vietnamese have dubbed it the “High Na-
tional Museum.” To Amerlcan policymakers
and Vietnamese officials, however, the coun-
cil is the only available link between the tor-
mented past and the promissd land. Seldom

.has so much international stress been placed

on such 8 weak link,

The extent of the council’s responsibilities
1s unclear, the demands put upon it are
enormous and diverse, BSo-called clvilian

.government is the goal, but Fremier Nguyen

Khanh has insisted ‘that the armed forces
must have ‘‘a place of honor” in the gov-
ernment to compensate the military estab-
lishment for its sacrifices in defending the
nation on the battlefleld. '

The religious and political groups pressing
for civilian government have not made clear
whether they will be satisfled with clvillan
ministers alone or whether they will press
further for military officers to be replaced as
chlefs of some—or even all—of the country's
45 provinces,

Once the principles of government struc-
ture are determined, who are to be the per-
sonalities to fill leading posts? Some politi-
cal groups insist that only immediate elec~
tions can bring forth leaders truly claiming
the confidence of the people. Others recog-
nize the difficulty of holding elections in the
midst of & guerrilla war and propose Instead
the naming of ‘“acceptable’” persons as yet
another interim measure,

Whether this course would solve anything
is open to question since the Ideal of a popu-
Iarly supported governinent would remain
remote. '

Yet this 15 the ideal ever before Vietnamese
political figures these days an they luxurlate
in the democratic Interplay thoy missed for
8o long. : T :

WAR I8 NOT THE I53UE o

If 1t all sounds remote from the war in the
countryside, it is. The .campaign against a
purposeful Communist enemy 18 not much

A
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of an issue In tho politicul jousting of Sal-
tion., No agitation group admits to being
noutralist; even the most intransigent of
politicians can be at same time sincerely
anti-Communist.

"The political groups making the most
headway among the people outside of Sai-

.gon~-the Central Vietnemeso FPolitical Move-~

ment led from Hue University is a prime
example—are not openly advocating a cease-
fire or a negotiated settlement with the Viet-
cong and suspicions to this effect once ex-
pressed are vehemently denied with seeming
counviction.

If the war 18 not an issue and all groups
wish to continue the anti-Communist strug-
gle and that 18 the end of the story, American
policymakers should be able to sit back and
await with equanimity the outcome of Viet-
nam's first self-consclous adventure with
democracy. But, of course, this i8 not the
end of the story and the Americans realize
perhaps more clearly than the Vietnamese
that the Communists are moving effectively
into the governmental vacuuin, In the coun-
tryside at least. . )

American officials maintein they have no
ready answer to Vietnamese political striv-
inge, no ideal government structure to pro-
pose. This time they are willing to let the
Vietnamese work out their own government
just the way they want it. But what the
Americans in contact with members of High
National Council are encouraging 1s rapid
adjustment and concillation toward some
common denominator—anything in fact that
would restore the central direation to the war
effort that has been lacking since Premier
Khanh stepped down as President last Au-
gust 26,

So the interplay goes on and no end is in
sight. The stable and popular government
that the Vietnamese seek and that the Amer-
icans hope will arrive from somewhere before
1t is.too late seems as remote as sver.

[From the New York Times, Seopt. 13, 1964]

Buopisr POWER GrROwWS—IN S80UTHE VIETNAM
Tuxry Have CREATED A STRUCTURE THAT
Draws THE LOYALTY OF MANY PEasoNs

(By Peter Grose)

SATGON, BourTH VIETNAM, Septorber 123.——
A Buddhist revolution is tsking place In
South Vietnam. Its lines and joals are still
far from clear even to many of the Buddhists
themselves, but seasoned observers conslder
it the most significant and far-reaching trend
in present-day southeast Asia. Its implica-
tions stretch far beyond the frontiers of this
country, They extend not only to nations
nearby but also, because of Buddhizm’s un-
clear relation to the ideology and power of
commuuism, the Vietnamese experience could

‘alter the entire power structure the United

States lag been fighting to malntain in the
southwestern Pacific.

The Buddhists seem to be gambling that
they cant produce s new basis for stability.
- So far what has actually happened is that
tho American-supported Promier of South
Vietnam, Ma). Gen. Nguyen Khanh, has ac-
copted in general and in detail an immediate
Buddhist formule for reforming his Govern-
ment along new civilian lines. ‘This is the
outcome, now apparent, of this country’s

‘political c¢risls last month,

PREMIER FIRST

That crisls was the second step in an evolu-
tion starting 16 months ago. The first step
was reached last November, when 9 ycara of
rule by President Ngo Dinh Diem collapsed
in & bloody coup d’étnt. Both the Buddhists
and the Vietnamese Army contributed to

* President Diem’s downfall, but the Buddhista
. were noither organized nor motivated to fill

by theraselves the void lett when PPresident
Diem way romoved. : .

Since November 1-the army has Qovernecl

- South Vietnam, . On January 13 thers was a

change 1fi leadership—General Khanh took

.
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over where 8 junta had failed to get off the

ground—but throughout his first '7 months

in power the army remained Premlier Khanh’s

principal base of support, his only real claim

to hold power in a land torn by war and
, popular dissent.

Now the Military Revolutionary Council,
the Instrument of army rule, has been dis-
banded. A constitution that seemed to In-
stitutionalize military dictatorship was with-
drawn. Premier Khanh is in the process of
easing his former military cronles out of their
Government positions, Many have already
resigned.

“I am still a general,” Premier Khenh sald
the other day, “but I am Premler first.”
The former fleld commander now wears
civillan clothes. He has shaved off the little

“goatee he sported throughout the military
phase of his rule. He never stated publicly
why he had grown this beard in the weeks
preceding his coup d'etat, but from the smiles
and Jokes of officers around him 1t is clear
the goates had a certaln barrack-room sym-

. bolie value to the military clique that helped
him into power.
the clique are gone.

NEW FOUNDATION

‘The full story of why the army gave up so
easily has yet to come out—maybe it was
“only a tactical retreat to prepare for new
power plays, perhaps by & younger genera-
tion of colonels. Some elements would have
the people belleve there were secret induce-
ments—that s to say, money—that per-
suaded certain individuals to abandon their
claims to power. More lkely the generals
felt an onrush of frustration and helpless-
ness from 10 unpleasant months {n power,
even a feeling that they might as well get
out while the going was still good.

However it happened, the army says it has
abandoned its foray into politics and now
theoretically will return to the business of
fighting a war. Political power is forming
on a new foundation.

Spokesmen in the Buddhist hierarchy will
firmly deny any political aspirations for

- themselves as persons or for Buddhism as

?

such. They are speaking, they say, solely in
the name of the Vietnamese people of what~
ever religion, .

A GOOD CLAIM

In fact, Buddhist leaders have as“good a
claim as anyone else, and better than many,
for presenting the views of “‘the people,” for
Buddhism is the family religion of the vast
majority of Vietnamese. It has been so for
centuries. Premler Khanh himself has long

had a Buddhist shrine to his parents in his’

house. _

Figures are difficult and misleading slnce
there are a few eriteria for clalming to be a
Buddhist. Out of a population of 14 million
an estimated total of 6 or 6 million people
are practicing Buddhists responsive to the
volce of the hlerarchy. Many more who say
they are Buddhiats If asked pay little more
than lipservice to any religion. Others ad-

“here to Buddhist-oriented sects that never-
theless shun the central Buddhist organi~

_ #ation. .

’ Furthermore, there are clear ‘geographical
distinetions of attitude among even the most
falthful of Buddhists. Until recently the
most politically active were bongzes, or monks,
from North Vietnam who had fled to the
touth to escape Communist rule. They
gravitated toward Saigon, establishing their
own pagodas separate from the pagodas of
their brothers native to South Vietnam,

Northerners are outspoken in thelr opposi-,

" tion to communism and have supported the
military government in active prosecution of
the war against the Communist Vietcong.
The best known spokesman for the Northe
ern refugees is Thich Tam Chau, who holds
the position of rector, or chairman of the
Buddhist Secular Institute, the organiza=
tional center

At the opposite extreme In zesl are the

- ™~

Now both the goatee and

of Buddhist political activity. -

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD -— SENATE

Buddhists of the far south, the populous and
rich Mekong Delta. In thisares the crthodox
hierarchy 1s weak, laymen have greater in-
fluence and religion plays a lesser role in the
comfortable life of the population. Here
also thrive many indepcndent sects of Viet-
namese Buddhlsts as well as a militant anti-
Communist group of Buddhists of Cambodian
origin who =adhere-to the “hinayana,” or
“lesser vehicle,”
Buddhism. Vietnamese Buddhism is pre-
dominantly “maheyana,” or “greater vehicle,”
in which the Buddha is deified.

HARDEST TO DEFINE

It Is the Buddhlsts of central Vietnam who
have spurred the most significant recent ad-
vances into politics. Thelr intellactual cen-
ter Is at Hue. These are the BDuddhists hard-
est to understand or defineé in political terms.
They profess antlcommunism and antineu-
tralism, but they also seem far from happy
with the present American policy for fighting
the war. . -

Thelr undoubted loader is Thich Tyl
Quang, considered by many the masterrnind
of last year's Buddhist revolt against Presi~
dent Dlem. By secking refuge in .the US,

Embassy a year ago, he forced the U.S. Clov- .

ernment to take sides with the Buddhlsts
agalnst the Dlem government, which was
trylng to arrest Buddhist leaders:

Though Tri Quang lacks Tam Chau’s pres-
tiglous position as head of the Secular In-
stitute, he seems now to be the most influen.
tial single Buddhist in the country. There
are some observers who look upon his politi-
cal skills as setting the pattern for Buddhism
throughout southeast Asia.

A long-term Buddhist revolution is taking

place both within the movement and in tho
country at large. Its goal is undefined. Its
purpose, according to the bonzes, 1s to “pro-
tect Buddhism." Neither the meaning of
this phrase nor the means to realize 1t have
been made clear to nonbellevers.

A basie strain within the movement is the

whole question of whether Buddhlem should '

deal in_ tempornl politics. Any typical
Buddhist declaration will be couched iIn

terms of religlon, shunning partisen involve--
Bonges*
such as Tri Quang will evade difficult political '
questions by insisting they are solely men of -

ment in worldly political matters.

religion and not competent to speak on mat-
ters of politics.

DRIVE REMOVED DOUBT

Considering thelr rale last year and this,-

it is difficult to refrain from- charges of hy«
pocrisy on this point. Any doubt about the
potential political strength and interests of
at least some Buddhlat leaders was removed

in thelr campalgn against Presldent Diem. -
With the November coup their effective~-

ness seemed ended for the moment, since
‘they had no viable organization capable of
retaining political control after 10 centurles
of relative noninvolvement.
quietly this was changed.” -

Starting on January 3, when the "Vietnam
Unified Buddhist Church” came into ‘being,
the Buddhists under Tam Chau and Tri
Quang have established a shadow govern-
ment ncross the country, a shadow rapidly
assuming substance. ‘At the top there are
two “institutes,” one for religious affairs,
which has nominal and honorifie responsi-
bilities equivalent to those’ of a chief of
state, and the other for secular aftairs, which,
like a premier, wields actual power over the
organization,

POLITICAL STRUCTURES

- In the secular institute there are six “geh-.

eral offices,” resembling mintstries, for clergy
affalrs, Buddhist studies, cultural affairs,
construction and finance, lay peoples' affairs,
and youth. Each general office is headed by
a commissioner. . . o
Dpwn in the provinces there are delegaten
and’ deputies, all bonmes, mostly in their

branch of international -

Quickly but_
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thirtles of early forties, all appointed, like
the Government's province chiefs, by their
own administration in Saigon.

"This i1s the political structure the Bud-
dhists were erecting during the 10 months of
mllitary rule over South Vietnam,

How effective would this structure be In
support of a government favorable to Bud-
dhists? The matter has not yet been put toa
test—little has so far been demanded of ..
the Buddhist population by their leaders.
But many observers think the test will come
in the next months as long as Premier Khanh
leans more and morg heavily on apparently
the one non-Communist element of the na-
tion that has not yet been brought into
active participation in the Government.

[From the New York Tribune, Sept. 11, 1964]
Vier: BUDDHIST Pniss LASHES UNITED STATES

SaicoN.—South Vietnam’s leading Bud-
dhist publication yesterday blamed the
United States for the political and religious
turmoil that has swept the country since
mid-August.

The publication, Hed Trieu Am, charged in-
directly that Americans are manipulating the
Salgon government to extend U.S. influence
In South Vietnam—-an accusation previously
voiced privately by some Vietnamese officlals.

The paper also backed rebelllous students’
charges that Americans triggered the recent
bloody clashes between Buddhiste and Ro-
man Catholics in the northern city of Da
Nang.

FROTEST

More student trouble developed yesterday
a8 Saigon’s politically active student union
denounced the ruling military government
for not creating a promised “high national
couneil” quickly encupgh. The councll is to
take steps within 2 months toward setting
up a civilian governmeat by late next year.

Hat Trleu Am, in volding the Buddhist
charges, sald that "if one wishes to learn the
deep reasons for the anger of the people of
Da Nang, one must find them In the August
18 constitution, which certainly was not
drafted by Maj, Gen. Nguyen Khanh,”

INFLURNCE

The inference was that the Military Revo-
lutionary Council, which approved the con-
stitution, as well as strongman General
Khanh were influenced by the United States.

The constitution, under which General
Khanh was elevated from Premier to Presi-
dent and given sweeping powers, was re-
geinded In response to violent rioting and
Buddhist demonstratious, - General XKhanh
reverted to Premier and became the domi-
nant member of the ruling military triumvi-
rate. On Wednesday he also took over the
Detense Minister's post. :

The Buddhist publicatton criticized Ameri-
¢an press reports of Bucdhists’ razing of the
Catholic sector of Da Nang, charging they
talled to indicate the renl causes of the
rloting.

Asserting that “since the distant past until
the arrival of Americans here, Buddhists have
never destroyed or burned any houses,” Hai
Trieu Am sald that “the immediate reason
(Yor anger in Da Nang) was the shots fired
in the air by Americans.” : .

U.8. soldiers had fired shots in the air to
disperse Buddhist demonstrators who tried
to break into the U.8. Army compound in
Dw Nang,

The student union, meeting ostensibly to
debate criterla for prospective civilian statcs-
mea's conduct, denounced former U.S., Am-

' bassador Henry Cabot Lodge for allegedly

being soft on the late President Ngo Dinh
Diem, It charged that Mr. Lodge recently
told a Paris audience that Mr. Diem, who
wak overthrown and slain in last November's
coup, might have survived it he had been
better President. e

‘The students termed this “a fiagrant inter-
ference in the affairs of Vietnam.”
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. the Reverend Tam Chau.

EXILES

Raising a touchy political issue, the stu-
dents also gquestioned the status of five gen-
erals exiled to the mountain resort of Dalat
by Premier Khanh when he scized power last
January. ' General Khanh charged at the time
the generals were plotting o neutrallst solu-
tion for the country’s war against the Viet-
cong Communist guerrillas. He sald Wednes-
day the five officers were being returned to
active duty.

The students asked whether this meant
that the generals were falsely accused or
whether General Khanh now is willing to ad-
mit high-ranking neutralists in his high
command. -

The Vietcong's clandestine Radio Libera-
tion joined the anti-U.S. chorus yesterday
with a broadcast plea to South Vietnamese
religious leaders, intellectuals, and soldiera
to help drive out the Americans.

Turning around U.S, charges that the Viet-
cong deliberately fomented, interreligious
strife, the Red National Liberation Front's
top political official, Nguyen Huu Tho, sald
the “U.8. aggressors and their lackeys" plot-
ted to separate Buddhists from Catholiocs
“with the aim of invading our country and
snslaving our people.”

{From the Evening Star, Sept. 7, 1964]
VIETNAM ANSWERS SOUGHT
(By Marguerite Higgins)
What do the Buddhist political leaders of
Vietnam really want?
What 18 the objective of the drumfire of
propaganda and demonstrations eagalnst the

- predominantly Buddhist government of

Vietnam that began as early as last April—a
time, unfortunately, when the American Em-
bassy and the American people had their
mind on other things?

In secret meetings in Salgon late last week
with top Buddhist leaders, Ambassador Max-
well Taylor tried urgently to find the answers
to these questions hecause, among other
things, he {s under pressure from Washing-
ton to explain increasingly worrisome signals
a8 to Buddhist intentions.

During the meeting, General Taylor ad-
dressed most of his questions to the Rever-
end Thich Tam Chau, a refugee from North
Vietnam, a genuine anti~-Communist in prin-
ciple albelt something of a timid soul In
practice, and ostensibly the leader of the
United Buddhist Movement of Vietnam.

But the answers that really counted be-
longed to the Reverend Thich Tri Quang, a
one time associate of the Communlst Viet-
minh, the mastermind of the antl-Diem

- campalgn of last summer and fall, and cur-

rently the spearhead of a deadly struggle for
power inslde the Buddhist movement agalnst
Tri Quang is ad-
ditionally the leader of a sbmetime open and
sometime secret drive to topple the Khanh

. regime,

There arc some who say that the Buddhist
Monk Trl Quang is, next to General Khanh,
the most powerful Viethamese figure In
South Vietnam today and that tomorrow he
may be the most powerful, -

It is of significance therefore that General
Taylor's telegrams on the Buddhist situation
produced so many somber faccs around the
Department of State.

For the time being, at any rate, it appears
according to Ambassador Taylor's assessment
that the moderates among Vietnam's nearly
6 million Buddhists (out of a population of
more than 14 million of which the majority
are ancestor worshippers) are being skillfully

and relentlessly outmaneuvered by the ex-.

tremist wing led by the Reverend Trl Quang,
whose flamboyant oratory and calls for direct
action ‘have far more appeal, for example,
to Vietnam’'s citified, riot-prone young people
than the pleas for caution issued by the Rev-
erend Tam'Chau, '~ . - & e 0
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As to the political game beinp played by
the Reverend Trl Quang, a key administra-
tion official who had reacd General Taylor's
telegrams summed things up this way:

“A defensible case can be made for the
theory that Trl Quang will sooner or later
seck to undermine auy stable antl-Commu-
nist government in Vietnam in the belief
that anarchy will drive the United States to
go home, permitting the emergense of a neu-
tralist or possibly pro-Communist state with
himself at the helm.”

He continued: “If Tri Quang wants to de-
liver Vietnam to neutralism or communism
under his own leadership, 1t would explain
the mystery of why he raised the false issue
of persecution which ls ridiculous in lght of
all the concessions—indeed the favoritism—
shown the Buddhists by Khanh's regime.

“But the cry of Buddhist persecution—as
Trl Quang well knows—brings an almost
Pavlovian reaction in the cutslde world where
most people are too uninformed and too naive
to belleve that a Buddhist monk might make
up such accusations out of whole cloth to
gain his own ends.”

The 1ssue now seems less and less whether
the Reverend Trl Quaug asplres for a neu-
tralist and pro-Communist Vietnam under
his leadership.

It 1s focusing more and more on the fact
that his actlons are peinting in that direc-
tion. The question now 18 whether any-
thing can be done effectively to stop him as
he operates from within the privileged psy-
chological sanctuary of being a Buddhiss
. monk,

[From the Baltimore Sun, Nov. 6, 1963]
REpS SEXK NEw Coups oF BUDDHIST-LED
TYPE—REPORTED TRYING TO SPREAD VIET-

NAM RELIGIOUS REvVOLT TO LaAOS

(By Paul W. Ward)

New York, November 4.—Having seen
Buddhism spearhead a drive that toppled
Viétnam’s Diem reglme, Communists now
are trying to organize like offcnsives else-
where In southeast Asia.

So it was learned here today following an-
nouncement that a Unitod Nations mizsion
sent to South Vietnam October 22 to investi~
gate charges that Buddhists were being per-
gecuted there has completed its task and
will reassemble next Monday in New York.

IMMEDIATE TARGET

Laos, which lies just west of Vietnam
and also abuts Communist China, appears
the immediate target of a campaign origi-
nating in Peiping. Its aim is to set Budchist
communities throughout Asia to fillng com=-
plaints against elements of Laos’ coalltion
Government akin to those they had been
pressing agalnst the Diem reglme at Salgon
until it fell last Friday.

The chief indication was provided in broad--

casts from Hanol, in North Vietnam, and
Pelping reporting that the “Loatian Buddhist
Assoclation [has 1ssued] a statement strongly
protesting against the bombardment of a
monastery by the Phouml Nosavan troops
end reactioneries among Kong Le's troops.”

Gen. Phoumi Nosaven heads the anti-
Communist wing of a troilka-form govern=-
ment set up In Laos last year to carry out
an agreement to neutralize that southeast
Asfan kingdom worked out at o Geneva con-
ference which included the United States,
the Soviet Union and Communist China
among 1ts participants,

Gien. Kong Le commands the troops of the
coalltion's neutralist factions and enjoyed
avowed support by Pelping and Hanol until
the Communists concluded several months

" ago that he 1s sincerely neuiralist and will

not help them take over Laos.
COMPENSATION DEMAND

Sinee, then, they not only huve been de-
nouncing him but trying to win over his

.. subordinate officers to their side.

/‘:
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The Laotian Communist radio station, call-
ing itself the voice of Laos, also broadcast
the statement attributed to the “Laotian
Buddhists Assoclation,” that alleged their
foes had “destroyed a [Buddhist] monastery
and acting Buddhists” ot Ban Ton Nuong in
Kieng Province's back county by a bombard-
ment during the night of October 16-17.

The statement demanded “that the Phou-
ml Nosavan clique compensate the losses and
immediately stop all moves against the Bud-
dhists.” Otherwise, it would bear full re-
sponsibility for the consequences,” it sald,
adding:

“All Laotlan monks and Buddhists are
urged to strengthen thelr solidarity, helghten
shelr vigllance, and resolutely oppose all
gchemes of the U.S, Imperialists and thelr
lackeys.”

The Communists have been denouncing
the anti-Communist and neutralist factions
of Lanos' coalitlon government as puppets of
the United States, juat as they formerly de-
nounced South Vietnam's Diem regime and
are currently trylng to discredit on like
grounds the military junta that displaced it
Friday.

"To further what began as & Buddhist cam-
paign against the Diem regime, Communist
Onina also staged shortly before that regime’s
fall a 3-day conference «f Buddhist clergy
and laymen from 11 Aslan countries.

Held In Peiping’'s Fayuan Monastery the
conference was devoted in large part to ora-
tions against “the United &tates—Ngo Dinh
Diem cligue’ at Saigon.

MONKS REPORTED PUHXADED

Its participants, now touring Communist
China under the aegis of Pelping atheist
regline, included;

1. The Venerable Thich ‘Thien Hao, lUsted
as president of the Luc Hao Buddhist Asso-
cintion of South Vietnam, who made a long
speech abou$ atrocities, including behead-
ings and disembowelings of Buddhist monks,
that he attributed to “the United States-
Diern cligue.”

2. The Venerable Thephouary Pramaha
Khamtank, named as president of the Bud-
dhist Association of Laos, who charged the
United States 1s trylng to turn that coun-
try Into a “colony” and demanded that Wash-
ington cease giving military aid to the Lao-
tian Glovernment, asserting:

AUGUST DENUNCIATION

"We Aslan people and Buddhists are the
mosters of our own affalrs. We don't need
any other masters lording it over and ruling'
us.”

Mainland China’s Commurist rulers, who
in August denounced as “political agents”
of Chlang Khai-shek & group of Buddhist
monks from Formosa then visiting India, also
brought together in Fayuan Monsastery Bud-
dhist monks and laymen from Cambodia,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Nepal, Pakistan,
Theiland, and North Vietnam, which, like
Cambodia and Thailand, also abuts Laos.

Having produced on October 20 a formal ’
appeel o Buddhists everywhero to join in the
anti-Diem campaign, the confereces gave
themselves over to a serles of fetes arranged
in theiv honor by the Peiping regime that only
a few rears ago was charged bafore the Unit-
ed Natlons Assembly here with having de-
gtroyed more than /1,000 Buddhist monas-
terles in Tibet,

‘NORTH VIETNAM CUALUIES

There was no Tibetan participation in the
Buddhist conference at Pelping.

Nortlh Vietnam's Communist regime has
sent to the International (1.e., Pollsh, Indian,
and Canadian) Control Commission for both
parts of Vietham a compilativn of “Bud-
dhist persecution and atrocity’’ charges
against the Diem regime that said In part:

“Gen. "Con That Dinh, military governor of
Salgon, personally directed troopa to martyr-
ize pupils of Vietnamese and Fronch mid<
dle schoola” on Beptember 9. =
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TO HEAD NATIONAL POLICE
He currently is slated to be Interlor Min-
ister (l.e., chief of police forcesa) in the new
regime at Salgon, having turned revolution-

“"ist after being refused the same post in the-

Diem regime, according to reports relayed

. from Salgon via Washington.

. Today Moscow's radio stations continued

- to denounce the military junta In Saigon
just as they previously had denounced the
Diem regime as an American puppet and
the United Nations mission to Vietnam as a
Washington invention designed to protec
- and preserve the Diem regime, . -
Meanwhile, it was noted here that in
Burma, homeland of U Thant, Unlted Na-
tlons Secretary General, the military regime
in control at Rangoon is under attack from

the venerable U Kaythara, who, at 83, is .

the ranking Buddhist priest at Mandalay.
Addressing mass rallles asembled in defl-
- ance of the regime and overtly inviting ar-
rest, he has also been predicting that Gen,
. Ne Win, the regime’s head, will meet the
same end as Gen. Aung Sau, Burma's na-

. tlonal hero, who was assassinated in 1847,
In a statement relayed from Salgon and

+ issued here today, & spokesman for the fact-

. finding mission that headed back -to New
York yesterday contended 1ts departure from
Vietnam was not occasioned by the coup
d'etat there, but was “as scheduled,” al-

" _though in statements prior to the coup the

mission had claimed inability to estimate
when 1t would complete its on-the-spot in-
vestigation.

., Today’s statement also sald the mission
“had not been sble to interview Thich Tri

.~ Quang [a Buddhist. monk] who was in

asylum at the U.S, Embassy” in Saigon. It
added that “the former government of the
republic had informed the mission that, ac-
cording to the laws of asylum, a person In

;- agylum was not allowed to make any con-
-, tacts whatsoever while in asylum.”

BURMESE COMPLAINT

Meanwhile, there were these additional
developments at United Nations heacdiquar-

* 7 ters:

1. James Barrington, Burma’s chief dele-
. gate here and its representative in the cur-
" rently recessed disarmament conference at

., Geneva, complained in one of the Assembly’s

standing committees about a tendency to-
ward “bilateralismm” by Washington and
Moscow .and consequent bypassing of the
- lesser powers, including neutrallsts, in dis-
armament matters.
2. Mrs., Agda Rossel, Sweden's chief dele-

. gate took steps in another committee to
+ ~ initiate debate on a resolution—sponsored -

also by Austria, Ceylon, Ecuador, Uruguay,
"and Venezuela—that is aimed &t getting all
governments to follow .the example Liechten-
stein set in 1798 by abolishing capital pun-
ishment, : '

During the delivery of Mr. Dobp’s
speech,

Mr, JAVITS. Mr. President, will the

Senator yield? '
Mr.DODD. I yield.
Mr. JAVITS. I belleve that my rec-
ord on the scoreboard of the Americans
for Constitutional Action is even lower

. than the record of the Senator from
- ¢~ Connecticut. .
;I share with the Senator from Con-
- necticut the feeling that it only demon-
.. : strates that we are trying in new ways

to have the government use-its powers
for the people without at the same time

. jeopardizing individual freedom. We
-y can only hope and pray that among the.

makers of these arbitrary scoreboards
there could be a greater reflection of the
consensus of our own people in our own
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States. Then I think the scoreboard
would be very different for the Senator
from Connceticut and myself.

Mr.DODD. Iappreciate the Senator's’

making that observation. The Senator
Is one of the great minds in this body.
He stands out particularly in the aren of
which he has spoken. I am happy to
be in his comnpany on that scorebogrd.

Mr, President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the colloquy in which I have
just engaged with the Senator from New
York be placed at the end of my remarks
so that I may have my specch in con-
tinuity.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
objection, it is 50 ordered.

Mr. ELLENDER. Mr. President, am
I to understand that the Senator from
Connecticut does not wish to yield?

Mr. DODD. I am happy to yleld. I
merely wish that whatever yielding I do
may appear at the end of my remarks,
unless there is some reason for it to ap-
pear elsewhcre.

Mr. ELLENDER. I have been listen-
ing to what the Senator has said with
much inferest, becnuse I ‘have visited
southeast Asla on many oceasions. I
have often described to the Senate—and
I believe my reports will so indicate—
the situation that was prevalent in south-
east Asla. I am almost certain that my
good friend will agree that were he to g0
to South- Vietnam now, he would find
things quite different from what they
were when he visited that country 4
years ago.

Mr. DODD. I am sure that Is true.

Mr. ELLENDER. There is no doubt
ahout that. On several occasions I made
the statement on the floor of the Senate
that unless we could persuade our allies
to ass’'st us in carrying this load—and I
am sure the Senator agrees that thaf;
ought to be done—and unless a stable
government could be established in South
Vietnam, we would be in serfous trouble.

Mr. DODD. Yes. I wholly agree with
those two points. I refer to a speech 1
made 4 years ago, in which I made the
same point. T sald I thousht it was
absolutely essential that our friends and
allles in that part of the world join us in
the struggle to prescrve the freedom of
the South Vietnamese. I pointed out—
and I shall touch on the issue later to-
day—that there is- a basie structural

fault in the SEATO organization which

gives a veto power to any one member;
and, as the Senator knows, that power-
has been exercised by France and Britain. .

We must have a stable government in
South Vietham. The Senator is a well-
informed Member of this body on these

problems. I have great respect for his
" opinions.
Mr. ELLENDER. The question I

should like to ask the Senator is as
follows: Should we continue to intensify
our efforts in that area if we cannot get
our allies to assist us or if a stable gov-

‘ernment is not established {n South

Vietnam? That is the question,

Mr. DODD. The Senator’s question is
part of a larger question. There are

Without .

are getting them. Already Korea has
announced that it is sending men to that
area.

Mr. ELLENDER. Two thousand men,

Mr. DODD. ‘I'wo thousand men, The
Philippines are sending in several thou-
sand men. All thisis encouraging. They
are starting, at least. I would like to
sec other nations do as much or more,

~and I expect tiwat they will. I believe
we are underwny, and that this is no
time to quit, because now we have the
slgns and beginnings to indicate that our
allies are starting to do what the Sen-
ator from Louisiana and I believe they
should have done long ago.

Mr. ELLENDER. I am not suggest-
ing that we quit now.

Mr.DODD. I know the Senator is not.

Mr. ELLENDER. - We have gone so
far into it that we may well find ourselves
in over our heads.

What I fear—and I have said so on
the floor of the Senate and have in-
cluded it in my reports—Iis that the sit-
uation that now exists In South Vietnam
may become similar to the one that now
exists In South Korea. The Senator
will remember that the South Korean
war was supposed to be a United Nations
affair, in which all the membership of
that great organization was to join us in
fighting in South Korea. But what
happened? We took hold of the situa-
tion there; and as I recall the flgures,
96 percent of the cost of that war was
paid by the United States, and about

- 95 percent of the foreien men who died
in that conflict were Americans.

Mr. DODD. I accept the Senator’s
statistics.

Mr. ELLENDER.
-ber them.

Mr. DODD. They seem to me to be
approximately correct.

Mr, ELLENDER. 'T'oday we are stuck,

as it were, in South Korea. We are
trying to maintain 18 local divisions
there. It is very costly to do that. In
addition, we are maintaining 2 of our
own divisions there. As the Senator from
Connecticut knows, we cannot pay the
expenses of our soldlers there with col-
lar buttons. It is necessary to have the
inoney and the wherewithal to do .it.
'~ What I have feared all along is that
unless we can persuade our allies to
assist us In South Vietnam, and unless
o stable government can be established
there, a condition may develop which
“will be worse than the situation that
confronts us in South Korea. That is
‘what has worrled me. .

Mr. DODD. I know the Senator from

Louisiena is worried; end so am I. It
.15 a proper problem to worry about.
" 'There is no question that a stable gov-

ernment must be established in South
© Vietnam., :

. 'The trouble began, in my opinion,

with the assassination of Diem. Dicm

.was the best thing we had going for the

free world in that area, and the tragedy

That is as I remem-

“,of his death still haunts us.

. I hope that at some time the proper
committee will conduet a formal in-

many things we must do. Those are two ;. quiry as to his overthrow and assassina-

things that we must do. . I believe that
we must get our friends and allies in
that part of the world to assist us. We

-

tton and what part, if any, officials of the
.8, Government played in this tragedy.
We have never been told  anything,
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© many ugly rumors.

- ment.

\” that.
© encourage him to take actlon to satisfy

except through some newspaper articles.

So far as I know, no formal inquiry was

ever made, although there have been

But officially, we
do not know why Diem was overthrown,
or how his death occurred.

" That was the beginning of our trouble
in South Vietnam. I make this state-
ment only for historical reference, so
that'I may put my response in better

- perspective. We have since the death of
Diem been plagued with the fall of one
government after another in South Viet-
nam. . There must be a stable Govern~
ment, and we can and must try to help
the South Vietnamese achieve it.

Mr. ELLENDER. Suppose we cannot

" accomplish that?

Mr. DODD. I do not think that will
happen. I think it can be done.
Mr. ELLENDER. The Senator has

" been speaking about Diem.
 Mr, DODD. Itis an “if” question, I
“do not know that anyone can ever

_answer 1t. The Senator says “suppose.”
T could add a hundred other suppositions
that would make his question of no
-moment. Suppose we were attacked by

", .the Soviets tomorrow morning with nu-
- clear weapons; I do not think we would
.- then be able to do much in Vietnam.

But I do not believe that will happen.
I do not think we get anywhere by such

. suppositions. ‘

We must strive to assist the South
" Vietnamese in obtaining a stable govern-
: I think that with our help, they
can establish such a government; then

~ we shall do better.

Mr., ELLENDER. I should like to
speak about Diem, if the Senator will
permit me to do so.

Mr. DODD, Ceriainly. i

Mr. ELLENDER. Iwas in South Viet~
nam within & matter of months after
Diem took office and on several occa-
slons thereafter. I remember on my
second visit there discussing with him

" the existence in his country of two pock-
- - ets or areas, one in the delta and one
.to the northwest. of Saigon, that were

infested with Communists, He knew
As I recall, we made efforts to

those people, but we could never get him

. to do so. Those two pockets continued
© .- to grow in size.

) They may have been
~dominated by Buddhists, because it is
. alleged that 90 to 92 percent of the

- ‘people are Buddhists, =

Mr. DODD. No; the Senator is in er-
ror. This is a common mistake. Not
- more than 30 percent of the population
are Buddhists. "
. Mr. ELLENDER. Thirty percent are
~ Buddhists?
Mr. DODD. Thirty percent.
document my belief. .

Mr. ELLENDER. I wish the Senator.

would.

Buch statements are made frequently.
There is nothing to substantiate the fig-

- ure of 90 percent.

Mr. ELLENDER. What
vision?

- Information in the Recorp in an orderly

‘ - wey, Ishall discuss it.

No.86——8

I can.

13 the dl- -
Mr. DODD. I should like to place that -

31

Mr. ELLENDER. I want the Senator
from Connecticut to know that I have
taken part in debates in the Chamber in
respect to South Vietnam on many oc-
caslons, but I am not one to try to dic-
tate to the President what he ought to
do.

Mr. DODD. Nelther am I.

Mr. ELLENDER. We have gone so far
now that I do not know what the whole
picture is. I still contend that unless
we can persuade our allies to assist us
in that area, and unless we can enable
the South Vietnamese to build up to the
point where they will have a strong, sta-
ble government, there is no teiling how
long we shgll be in that country, and
there is no telling how many American

lives will be lost. I doubt that there is

any way to win there under present con-
ditions.

As the Secnator may recall, the late
President Kennedy sald—and I well

‘Sanitized - ApRieYeekFoN RelRResGIARRES-00149R0002003200%0F

Mr. DODD. If I may interrupt, that
could well have becn learned from the
Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I commend the gen- -

eral elevation of attitude and the pow-
erful logic of the speech. This is the
most puzzling and dangerous problem

. which our country has faced since Oc-

remember when he said it, because I dis-"

cussed it with him in person, following -

my last visit to South Victnam—that it
victory were to be attained in South Viet-
nam, the South Viethamess would have
to achieve it. In my opinlon, that can-
not be done unless there Is a stable Gov-
ernment there that is willing, with our
assistanoce, to fight. Does not the Sen-
‘ator agree?

Mr.DODD. Yes. Iam much inagree- .

ment with the Senator from Louilsiansa.

I have great admiration for him. I know-

how hard he has worked on thesc sub-
jects and how widely he has traveled.
I am grateful to him for his comment.
I shall touch on these subjects later.

Mr. President, I reiterate my earler
request that this colloquy be placed at
the end of my spcech.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ELLENDER.
ested in what the Senator 1s saying. If

I am deeply inter-.

I do not remeain in the Chamber all the-

time, I shall read his speech in the REc- -

orp. I should like to have the benefit of

his statistics concerning the religious as- =

pects of the trouble in South Vietnam.

Mr. DODD. Yes. I am grateful to
the Senator from Louislana.

Mr. President, I am pleased to observe
in the Chamber the distinguished junior
Senator from Alaskda [Mr. GruenNiNGg], I
am happy that he is here,-because I hope
to receive his views as I proceed to discuss
this subject. .

Mr. DOUGLAS. . Mr. President, will
the Senator yield?

Mr. DODD. I am delighted to yleld to
my distinguished- friend the Senator
from Illinois, ‘

Mr. DOUGLAS. I had the privilege of
reading overnight the very able address

Mr. DODD.

‘mented.

Mr. DOUGLAS. Icommend the Sena~
tor for many features of his address.
First, I commend the spirit which ani-

mates his speech, the refusal to indulge -

in personalities, the crediting of high -

. motives to those who differ in thelr pre-
scriptions, S

N . . Sl v

-of the Senator from Connecticut. In"’

I am- indeed compli-.

tober 1962. :

I agreec with the Senator from Con-

neeticut that many Americans do not
sufliciently appreciate what the loss of

South Vietnam would mean to the free =~

world and to the anti-Communist forces.
I am not an expert on. the subjcct of
this territory, but a study of the map in-
dicates what is involved. The Senator is
completely correct in his statement that
the fall of South Vietnam, or a with-
drawal from South Vietham, unless con-
ditions change, would mean the almost
immediate fall of Ceaunbodia and Laos
into the Communist camp. Laos is al-
ready half there; Cambodia 1s perhaps
half there.

-Then, if Senators will look at a map
of the area, they will see that Thailand

“would be half encircled. As the Senator

from Connecticut has pointed out, the
North Vietnamese announced a few days
ago that they were setting up a commit-
tee for the national liberation for Thai-
land.

Mr. DODD. Yes.

Mr. DOUGLAS. With that kind of
power base, with North Vietnam push-
ing, with China behind North Vietnam,
and wih the United States out of the
area, would not Communist influence
take over Thalland and then spread
north into Burma and south into Ma-

laysia?

Mr. DODD. Most assuredly.

Mr. DOUGLAS., Then to the 650 mil-
lion Chinese would ke added 250 million
Malays. What then would be the posi-
tion of India?

. Mr. DODD. Then it would be hope-
ess.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I remember talking
rnany years ago with an eminent Indian,
‘who was not pro-Western and not pro-
Communist, “ut rather was a necutralist.
I addressed this question to my Indian

‘acquaintance: *How long could India be

kept neutral if southeast Asia were to go
Communist?” The reply was almost im=-
mediate. “We could not keep India
neutralist Jor more than a year.”

I know that the *“domino” theory is

‘being attacked now as not being applic-

gble; but if these were an absence of force
to check the Chinese, it would seem to
many of us to be almost inevitable that
all of Malaysia and virtually all of India
would go Communist. We would then

face & combination of 350 million In- -

fact I read it over no less than three . 41ons, 250 milllon Malays, and 650 million

" times.
Mr, DODD. This is a common error.

Chinese—1,250 million people., That
would not be merely a change of political
government but the conquest of & doc-
trine bent on world domination which

. treats the United States as its - basic

ehemy. . :
Mr, DODD," Oh, no.
Mr, DOUGLAS. It woild be 8 power-

-ful. force dedicated to the defeat of the
Unttg@ s_tates of America, - ’
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“iwe can make mistakes.

If the.Senator from Connecticut would
‘permit me to do so, I should like to
underscore some of his remarks on neu-
tralization. I suppose that if there could
be genuine neutralization, that would be
highly desirable,

Mr. DODD. Of course; I should have
made that point. No one would be hap-
pier than I if genuine neutralization, as
the Senator puts it, could be achieved.
I was talking about neutralization in the
gense in which the Communists use it.
‘We are too inclined to believe that the
Communists mean genuine neufraliza-
tion, when what they mean, in fact, is
communization.

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it were genuine
neutralization, it should certainly apply
to North Vietnam as well as to South
Vietnam.

Mr. DODD. That would be genuine

. heutralization.

Mr. DOUGLAS. Even if it were.ap-

" plied to South Vietnam, it would not be

effective in view of Communist philoso-
Pphy and power, unless there were some

- adequate supervisory body having real

authority to police the agreement.
- We have all noticed press reports,

. which are authentic, that North Viet-

nam has even expelled the small in-
spection teams which, under the Geneva
Convention of 1954, were placed hoth
in North Vietnam and South Vietnam, to
see what was taking place and to report,

"'They are being expelled and forced out.

30 there will be no eyes and no volces—

* no eyes to detect and no voices to report

the military preparations and movements
of North Vietnam.

Mr. DODD. That is correct, ‘

Mr. DOUGLAS. If there were a
strong, effective United Natilons, with a
mobile police force, that force could be
placed in this area to help fill the power
vacuum, ‘

Mr. DODD. There is no doubt about

" that.

Mr. DOUGLAS., I was in Egypt and
Israel in 1956, shortly after the Suez hos-
tilities. Ii,was greatly pleased about the

- excellent work of the United Nations po-

lice force. The Senator from Connecti-

~eut and I may have differed somewhat

about the role of a United Nations police
force in the Congo, but to my mind it
represented a healthy principle.

. Mr. DODD. I have no difficulty with'
‘the Senator from Illinois on that point.

I am sure the Senator would agree that
But the prin-
ciple is correct: A United Nations police
‘force should be used wherever this is

. feasible, :

- Mr, DOUGLAS. Yes. Unfortunately,
as we all know, the Russians and, I am
sorry to say, the French also, have vir-
‘tually stymied the creation of such a
force by refusing to contribute to its sup-
port. . :

Mr. DODD. Yes.

Mr. DOUGLAS. So it will be almost
impossible in the near future to finance
and to place a United Nations police
forece in the field.

Another political change is occurring
inside the U.N.; namely, a shift of power
from the Assembly to the Security Coun-

-cll, where the Russians can interpose a

b 4

veto and thus stymie any resolution of
the U.N. )

As one who has always heen a sup-
porter of .the UN., and who still is, I
observe many signs that the United Na-
tlons Is being weakened In the same
fashion that the League of Nations
weakened in the middle and late 1930's.
I hope that this will not happen.

Mr. DODD. Sodol.

Mr. DOUGLAS. We should try to pre-
vent that from happening, but we should
not ignore reality. -

To those who say that there is no
analogy bhetween the cumulative con-
quests of Hitler and Mussolinl in the
late 1930's and the cumulative develop-
ments of the Chinese in Asia in the
1960's, I should say that there is grave
danger that they delude themselves. It
would be a terrible thing if we woke up
to find all of Asia Communist.

Mr. DODD. It would be a dreadful
disaster. Earlier I described it as an
“unthinkable thought,” borrowing my

words from the Senator from Arkansas. -

Mr. DOUGLAS. It would have  tre-
mendous bropaganda influence in Africa,
much greater than the Russians alone
could ‘have, because the Russians, after

all, are members of the white race. But -

the meinbers of the yellow race or the
brown race can make a much greater

appeal to the blacks than the white na--

tions ean. . :

The Senator from Connecticut has
performed a real public service in stress-
ing the dangers. It should be noted also
that he cannot be accused of being a war
hawk. He does not acdvocate the indis-
criminate bombing of North Vietnam or
a bombing attack on China,

Mr. DODD. No.

Mr. DOUGLAS. He suggests the pos-A

sibility of guerrille warfare in the north,

-which would have to he done by South

Vietnam, rather than by the United
States.

Mr. DODD. Only because of what
North Vietnam is doing to South Viet-

“nam. This scems to me s proper cor-
“rective measure only so long as North

Vietnam porsists in its activities.
What we all hope for, T need not say

to the Senator, is a settlement of the dif-
‘ferences between countries, so that they

can drop their arms and get on with the
business of improving the llves of their
people.

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator proposes
political warfare and economic aid to be
of real benefit to the pcoble of Scuth

Vietnam; the development of SEATO;’

and varlous®other measures.

I feel certain that the country will
appreciate what the Senator from Con-
necticut has done. I urge that his wain-
ings and his suggestions should not. he
dismissed summarily. '

I can remember how, in the 1830's,

-after two trips to Europe, I felt that Lhe

combination of Hitler and Mussolini was
moving to take over the free world. . I
believe that it was the duty of all who

loved freedom to resist that movement. -
- There is a similar obligation upon us to-

day to resist totalitarianism of the left,

as well as totalitarianism of the righi..
'One is a8 bad as the other. o

1
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Mr. DODD. The Senator is tcorrcct.
I am glad that the Senator mude that
observation. .

Mr. DOUGLAS., I thank the Senator.’
Perhaps certain features of his program,
such as the proposal to capture a staging
area just inside of Laos may not be the
right thing to do. But, in general, the
program suggested is modest, moderate,
and in good temper. I hope his program
will be considered by the American peo-
ple and that it may serve to offset some
of the finely motivated but incomplete
suggestions that have been made.

Mr. DODD. I am deeply grateful for
the observations of the Senator.

Mr. DOMINICK. Mr, President, will
the Senator yield? :

Mr. DODD. I yield. )

Mr, DOMINICK. Mr. President, I
congretulate the distinguished Senator
from Connecticut .on making whet I
think is a valuable contribution to the
national debate on what we should do
in southeast Asia.

I not only had an opportunity to read
the statement before it was delivered,
but I.also had the pleasure of listening
to the delivery., There are several points
that the Senator made which I think
were publicly made for the first timte.
The one that I should like to emphasize
at this point concerns some of the
strategic implications, gained by looking
at a map, of what might happen if the

‘Red Chinese decide to move south.

The implication is rather plain thet
the Senator does not think they will do
that. I agree. Among the things that
would deter them from doing that is the
presence in Taiwan of a highly trained
alr force. The Nationalist Chinese very
much want to go back to the mainland
1f they have an opportunity. If the Red
Chincse forces were to be drawn to the

" south, that would give them the chance

to move, whieh chance they might not
have again.

The Senator presented figures on what .
the Vietcong has done in the way of
murder and terror within the country.
The Senator said that almost 500 &
month, or 6,000 a year, within the village
hamlets have been murdered by the Viet-
cong.

Mr. DODD. ‘The Senator is correct.

Mr. DOMINICK. I wonder if the Sen-
at%r can tell me where the figures origi-
nate, .

Mr. DODD. I hope the Senator will
be satisfied with my statement. I am
sure they are from an official source of
the administration.

Mr. DOMINICK. The reason I asked
is that figures. have been given to me

~which are of a very substantial nature,

but not quite that large. When I have
mentioned the fizures from time to time,
in the process of meeting with groups
and talking about the terrorism that has

“been infiicted, people had not heard of

this before. They had never understood
what was going on. They had no con-
cept of the problem,

Mr. DODD. I do not know whether
the Senator was In the Chamber before,

“but when I obtained the figures, I said,

“Why in the world have the figures not

~ been made public?” I think the figures
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should have 'been made public. I do not
see much sense in classifying this mate-
rial and concealing it. The people do
not know these facts,

Mr. DOMINICK. It is particularly
important with respect to the arguement
made by those who would like to see us
negotiate and neutralize. The South
Vietnamese villages are not with us. But
it, is very difficult to have them cooperate
with us if they are under the grip of

-terrorism and many people In their
aress are being murdered. Until we
glve them the security they need, it is
hard for them to be able to do anything.

Mr. DODD. The Senator is correct.

Mr. DOMINICK. Mr. President, one
of the things that has not been made
plain in the overall debate, I feel, is the
fact that there is a contest of willpower
in this area. There is no doubt.in my
mind, from the study that I have made
of the overall situation, that the Com-
munists are using the so-called national
liberalization plan as a test mechanism

.to determine how great the willpower
of the free world is. If this plan should
be successful in persuading us to nego-
tiate or ‘neutralize, it is inevitable that
this technique will spread widely
throughout the world, through Africa,

-8South America, and Latin America.

It i already being used. But I be-
lHeve it will be accelerated sharply., I
think the Senator brought -that point
out very well. I congratulate him on
making a very useful contribution.

Mr. DODD. I thank the Senator.

Mr. MUNDT. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield?

Mr. DODD. I yield.

Mr. MUNDT. I congratulate the dis-

' tinguished Senator from Connecticut

for having presented a most conclusive
and comprehensive statement on this
whole Vietnamese problem. It Is the

. type of white paper which I hoped the
" State Department would have placed be-

fore the American people long ago.
‘I believe it would still be well for them
to do so. In his analysis of the historic
developments of the problems and the
consequences involved in this important
theater of the world, the Senator leaves
little doubt as to his accuracy.

While men may disagree among them-
selves as to the various processes to be
used to bring this matter to a successful

“culmination, the matters that the Sena-

- tor has anticipated are the type that
‘should emanate from the State Depart-
ment, carrying the full weight of the ad-
ministration and the Government. Iam
sure that would convince many fine
American citizens, who are beginning to
doubt their own judgments in these
areas, 4s to what Is involved.

I congratulate the Senator on a most
comprehensive study. I am happy to
note the emphasis and the importance

~which the Senator places on a step-up
political warfare in this area.

The distinguished Senator from Con-
necticut has long tried to establish a
training institution in this country so
that we could prepare Americans to go

-overseas for the type of warfare we wish
“to pursue, with a stable, constituted gov-
ernment in Vietnam, ) ’

33 :

I hope that the State Department,
which has shown such a stubborn re-

‘luctance to provide the type training

required for this type of warfare, will
consider carefully the emphasis that the
Senator places on this particular recom-
mendation for future activity.

The Senator talks about cadres of
trained political leaders and emissaries
from these countries who are equipped
and capable so that they could deliver
the type of guidance and Inspiration
needed by our friends in South Vietnam.
Unfortunately, this is always debated in
a vacuum in our ability to wage a cold
war.

I happen to be one of those who be-
lieve honestly that had the other body
approved in 1960 what the Senate then
did approve, legislation for the creation
of a freedom academy—following a won-
derful report written in large part by
the Senator from Connecticut, a5 & mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary,
emphasizing the need for this adjunct
to our contest against the Communists
overseas—we would have had 5 long
years within which not only to train our-

selves, but also to provide for young gov-

ernmental officials and career people in
the government in Saigon to come here
and learn the full {ruth about the tech-
niques and devices employed by the Com-
munists. These officials and career peo-
ple would have learned to understand
the maneuvers and manipulations of the
Communist conspiracy, and been trained
to be better able to convince their fel-
low citizens on the free slde of t:.e Viet~

namese struggle of the dividends which |

accrue to freedom, and the importance
of Communists,

There would not have been the melan-
cholic succession of quick changes in the
officialdom of South Vietnam. We
would have obtained what all hands
agree is an indispensable requirement in
bringing success to our efforts there—
the creatlon of a stable government in
South Vietnam which has not only the
will to win, but also the respect of the
local people, so that it in turn would sup-
port the Government and maintain its
stability in office, so that the people there
could get on with the work to be done.

Mr. DODD. The Senator gives me
credit for the idea of the Freedom Acad-
emy. It was the idea of the Senator
from South Dskota. I was merely a
minor help in getting it through. the
Senate. The Senator from South Da-
kota deserves great credit for it.

Mr. TOWER. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield?

Mr, DODD. I yield to the Senator
from Texas. ’

Mr, TOWER. I join my distinguished

- colleagues from South Dakota and Colo~

rado in ecommending the able and distin-
guished Scnator from Conncecticut for

“his comprehensive contribution to the

dialog on southeast Asia. It must be
made clear to the American people that
we must take stringent action in south-
east Asia if we are to deter and discour-
age further aggressive adventures by the
Communists. Again I thank the &en-
ator from Connecticut very much.

Mr, JAVITS,
Senator yield?

Mr. President, will tﬁe -
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Mr. DODD. I yield to the Senstor
from New York. :

Mr. JAVITS. The speech of the Sen-
ator from Connecticut is altogether too
provocative and he has done his home-
work altogether too well for him to be
complimented merely or. a good joh., It
is a good job, however, and I should like
to join my colleagues from Texas, Soulh .
Dakota, and other States who have said
s0. Any time the Senator devotes him-
self to this kind of work, it helps the
country. )

The Senator from Connecticut ‘has
done a thorough Job in presenting new
ideas. This is the place for them, for
we are not inhibited by the administra-
tion or its policies, especially when a
Democrat puts forth a good idea.

One lack, as I have sald before, 1s that
retaliation has been pictured as a policy.
It is not a policy. It is a reaction. We
support it. We close ranks bchind the
President. We have common interests in
it and in the losses. The losses break
our hearts, but we try to do something
about them. However, it is not a policy.

The Senator from Connecticut is try-
ing to work out a policy. Whether it be
8 good or a bhad policy, he is right

‘in trying to work it out, because he pro-

poses something positive, which takes us
on a road where there is a big lack. That
is what is eausing doubts among the
people as to whether this country is golng
to pull out of Bouth Vietnam or go for-
ward.

Granting all that I have said, T should
like to ask the Senator some questions.

In the first place, the Senator does not,
deal with something that troubles many
of us, and that is the question, “Is there
still & majorily in South Vietnam who do
not want communism? Do a majority
of the people want to fipht against 159"
We cannot fight a war without soldiers.
That statement goes whether the fight is
for an ideology or for frecdom, That 1s
one question we must always determine.
We cannot put our head on other pen-
ple’s shoulders and assume they aré-
“pbuddies.” We may, for example, be
bitterly opposed in Albania and other
places, because the people there may
want communism. They may lke It
That is a very gnawing question with re- -
spect to South Vietnam: What Is the at- .
titude of the people of the country? ;

Only a declaration of the President of -
the United States can answer. I know
that i1s so often said that it must sound
like a cliche, but it is the President who
has the vast reservoir of intellizence
information. I think all of us, notwith-
standing difference of party, would ac-
cept a declaration on the facts by the
President of the United States. We are
talking about the Presidency; it is not
the man or party we arc talking about.
It is the office we are spcaking of.

So, first, we ought to have a declara-

‘tion and assurance, based on the whole

combination of intelligence, diplomatic,
and military advice, that a majority still
favors fAghting communism in that
country. .

I wish the S8enator would comment on
that point. . .
. Mr. DODD. The Senator from New
York was not in the Chamber when I

H
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" again and again,
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commented on that point; but I pointed
out that, from all the information I can
get, the Vietnamese people are over-
whelmingly in favor of resisting Com-
munist aggressors.,

I pointed out that the people of Viet-
nam have a long history of resistance
against oppression. I know and I have
pointed out that many people believe
that the people of South Vietnam have

“no will to ficht, and that communism

has an attraction for them. But the
record shows that at the several different
periods in their history, when they have
been under attack, they have demon-
strated their will to resist. It was the
people of Vietnam who suceessfully re-
sisted Genghis Khan. In our own time,
they threw out the French. And they
had been free for 500 years before
the French occupation. They are proud
of the fact that they threw the French
out with their army of 500,000 men. So,
I repeat that the Vietnamese people have
historically displayed the will to resist
and they are displaying the same will to-
day. They bchave very well, in fact.
And the evidence is that they are over-
whelmingly anti-Communist. .

I pointed out that some people say the
Vietnamese do not know anything about
freedom, and that it is silly to talk about
freedom for the Vietnamese. ‘There are,
however, three or four or five kinds of
Ifreedom. .

The primitive pessant in the moun-
tains knows what freedom is. Many of
them have lived under communism, so
they also know what slavery is.

The freedom enjoyed by the Vietham-
ese peasant I call a natural freedom.
The peasant can plant his own seed,
ralse his crops and sell his produce. He

"has a family life, he can guide the up-

bringing of his children, he can elect lo~
cal officials. If, in addition, the govern-

. ment builds a school, and dispensary, or

supplies him with fertilizer, he thinks he
is about as free as anybody in the world
can be.

They do not have to have democratic,
parliamentary freedom such as we have.
I do not mean to detract from parlia-

- mentary democracy, ‘but historically it
is a reflned form of democracy. How- °

ever, It just is not true that the Viet-
namese people do not know very much

- .about freedom. They do know much

about it. They have demonstrated tha

There is another kind of freedom, and

‘that is freedom from foreign domination.

They know the meaning of this, too. As

I said before, they defeated Genghis

Khan, and they threw out the French.

That they have the will to resist com-

munism iIs borne out by the fact that 1

- milllon have fled south. Roughly 5

million of them have, at one time or an-
other, fought the Communists.

If we make allowance for wives and
children, that would make a figure of 9
or 10 out of 14 million. The percentage

‘may even be higher,

- Again I repeat that the Vietnamese

People do have the will to resist. All they -
‘'want from us is ald to counterbalance

the  technicians and personnel,  and
weapons that the Communists have been
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pouring in to support the Vietcong
guerrillas.

I cannot give the Senator from New
York the declaration which he wisely
says we ought to have on Vietnam. I
cannot speak in that capacity. I can say
that, from my information—and T cited
1t—I am convinced that the facts are as
I have stated them.

Mr. JAVITS. The Senator referred to
the fact that the answer to my question is
mentioned in his speech. I was not pres-
ent in the Chamber all the time he was
making his speech, but I have read it. I
would not have presumed to ask the Sen-
ator these questions had I not read it.

“The purpose of my questions is more for

emphasis.

The Scnator from Connecticut has al-
ready answercd a collateral question in
the course of his last reply: nanely,
whether the South Vietnamese want our
help.

I am pleased to hear the Senator say
that a declaration by the President on
this subject would be a good thing. Itis
necessary. I am not critical, but that
does not stop us from urging what would
be good for the country and the world.

Mr. DODD. I knew the Senator was
present. I was aware of his presence
while I was speaking,

I think it is good to do anything that
would help our pecople understand where
they are, and what we are trying to do
in Vietnam,

-Mr. JAVITS. One big point being
made i3 on the question of negotia-
tion. The Senator has said that the de-
mand that ewe negotlate now over
Vietnam is akin to having asked
‘Churchill to negotiate with the Germans
at the time of Dunkirk and President
Truman to negotiate at the time of
Pusan. Iassume that also goes for Presi~
dent Kennedy with respect to Castro.

Let me ask the Senator this question,

which concerns a Presidential declara- .

tion. I do not know what the answer of
the Senator will be, therefore I may be
making a mistake, because a trigl lawyer
should not ask a question to which he
does not already know the answer, but I
believe that——

Mr. DODD. That is not what 1s
worrying me. I am worrylng as to
whether I know the answer.

Mr. JAVITS. It is Important that we
explore each other’'s minds to see
whether we agree with each other’s point
of view,

As the President has stated, we are
ready to negotiate. We are ready to
negotiate If negotiations do not repre-
sent a sellout of the people of South
Vietnam or a sellout of the cause of
freedom. ‘

I should like that formula better, be-
cause this is a blg question in the world:
“Is the United States in 8 mood for un-
conditional surrender?” The Senator
and every newspaper editor in the world
know precisely what I mean by that.

What are we saying here—that some-
day, somehow, as in the case of the Berlin
airlift, or other emergencies which looked
as though they would never be settled,
some way will be found out of the sit-
uation? The same thing oceurred in

.
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Koren. The day came when there was
somie kind of negotiation, good, bad, or
indifferent. Thercfore, wouldl the Sen-
ator, consistent with his conscience and
hiy views, subsecribe to the proposal that
we should assert that we are ready to
negotiate, provided it is not a sellout
negotiation and not a negotiation for
face-saving purposes beeause we wish to
find a good reason to pull outf, but that
wec sre ready to negotiate honestly and
legitimately for a political settlement of
the issue, now, tomorrow, or at any other
time?

Mr. DODD. Perhaps I could snswer
the Senator’s question better and more
directly if he would tell me what it is
that he would suggest we negotinte.

Mr. JAVITS. I suggest that we nego-
tiale the political future of South Viet-
nam, or that we encourage South Viet-
nart 0 negotiate i, in or out of the
United Natlons, in or out of tho Geneva
convenlions, so long as the conditions
which are the framework of the nego-
tlations do not show the United States
to be pulling out of South Vietnam.,

Mr.DODD. What I am worrled sbout
is the fact that we already have an
agrecment. We have already negotiated
one. Ii has been violated. What do we

- negotiate? Do we sit around s table

and say, “You have broken youy agree-

‘ment. Stop doing it. Get Lack and

obey its terms.” I suppose thaf, could be
deseribed as negotiation in a crude sense.
But it seems to me that this is sll we
have {0 negotiate.

I do not like to use the term “negotia-
tion” when what we are really talking
about is a breach of covenant. ¥# 1 have
a contract with the Senator from New
York and I should break it, I believe that
he would use stronger language than
negotiation,

I do not wish to be evasilve. If it
would help to sit down and talk with the
Communists, I would be in faver of it,
But, I have serious doubt that it would
help us in this crisis. Certainly, in a
general sense, the President has stated
that we are always willing to negotiate.

If there is anything, really, to nego-

tlate, and if it would help, I am sure the
President would do it.
_ I would put it a little differently, We
do not know what there is to negotiate.
We already have an agreement. We say,
“We have an agreement which yoiui have
violated and which has eaused some
trouble. All you have to do is to retire
from your aggressions, and cease abtack-
Ing your neighbor.” If the Communists
are willing to talk about this, then T sup-
pose we should do so.

Mr, JAVITS. I have suggested the
framework for negotiations, and let me
say that the Senator has just made what
could be an excellent opening statement
by the United States in such g negoti-
ation. I believe that within that zru\me-
work, the Senator and I could agree,

But let me make one further com-
ment on this subject which is important;
in debate and in fortifying our own con-
science on-this issue, we must not forget
that we are supposed to have allles in
the Southenst Asla Treaty Organization, .
in mutual defense agreements, even in

Al
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the offer of the Japanese to mediate.
Perhaps, if we could suggest something,
I would most enthusiastically join the
Senator in a plea for vigorous action by
the administration to enlist the partici-
pation of our allies. If any such vigorous
action is in fact being taken, it is so
quiet, so submerged, so subdued, that
even we who are extremely sensitive and
have many places where we can get in-
formaition, have heard nothing about it.

I believe it is in this area that we
should push and press. Bringing in our
allies does not have so many of the con-
notations of negotiations with the other

" . side—that is, with the Communists; but

we really should make massive demands
and keep at it eternally to get help in
this situation, so that Asians may get
into the struggle, which is a struggle for
the whole of Asia.

Mr. DODD. I wholly agree with the
Senator from New York. I have said
s0 many times years ago.

Mr. JAVITS. The Senator is correct.
" Mr. DODD. When I came back from
the trip which I made, I referred to it on
the floor of the Senate. I then thought
it was urgent and necessary. It is even
more urgent and necessary now, I com-
pletely agree.

Mr. JAVITS. I thank the Senator

. from Connecticut.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, will the
Senator from Connecticut yield?

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

e Muskie in the chair). Does the Senator -

from Connecticut yield to the Senator

" from Oklahoma?

Mr. DODD. I am glad to yleld to the
Senator from Oklphomsa [Mr. HARRIS].

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, I wish
to associate myself with the remarks of
the Senator from Connecticut and to
commend him for the excellent think-
ing through which he has done on this
grave problem and for the presentation
of his very important recommendations
in this critical situation. I commend
him particularly for the overall posi-
tion that what we are doing i{s so much
better than two or three of the other
alternatives which are available to us,
among which are pulling out altogether
from South Vietnam or neutralization
without adequate safeguards, which
would result in the same end as with-
drawal from South Vietnam and eventual
withdrawal from southeast Asia.

I believe that a general debate on this
and all other matters of foreign policy
are of great beneflt, and help the people

* of this country establish a general con-

sensus, which we as public officials have
the responsibility not only to discover
but also to lead toward. Nevertheless, it
seems to me that we must be careful that
we do not by our statements indicate to
the people of southeast Asia, or to those
who are our adversaries there, that this
country plans any kind of negotiation
which would result in our abandonment
of the people of South Vietnam and, by
any such statements, perhaps, accom-

. plish the same results which many fear—

that is, that we would force the admin-
istration to ever-increasing military ef-
forts to keep those people from thinking

that we are going to pull out. - .
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I believe that is the greatest danger in
the dialog on this subject. I believe that
every Senator and others who have
spoken have had much to add, but I
especially wish to commend the Senator
from Connecticut and to associate my-
self with his strong recommendations,
particularly in regard to the infensifica-
tion of political warfare in that troubled
sector, and the encouragement of greater
collective action by other people of the
Asiatic nations.

Mr. DODD. I am deeply grateful to
the Senator from Oklahoma for " his
comments.

Mr. MONRONEY. Mr. President, will
the Senator from Connecticut yield?

Mr. DODD. I am glad to yleld to the
Senator from Oklahoma.

Mr. MONRONEY. Ishould like to join
my distinguished junior colleague in
complimenting the able and distinguished
Senator from Connecticut on his stand
and the position he has taken in regard
to Vietnam.

I had the great good fortune to repre-
gent the Senate in a visit to southeast
Asis between Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas for 3 days—to make the most of some
3 days by interviewing men who had
served in that theater. Later, I talked to
many who have served throughout the
entire Far East theater of operations. I
am convinced, as the Senator from Con-
necticut is convinced, that an attempt to
arrange 8 negotiated settlement at this
time would be folly in the extreme.

The Communists could use these so-

called negotiations merely as a stalking- .

horse to get thelr apparatus more firmly
at work or to gain time, or to gain place,
or gain a position, or gain land, or galn
in the conflict. I spent some time in
Korea—3 days there. The only reason
the Korean armistice has worked is the
fact that we have had militery power
back of the 38th parallel, in a command-
ing position in the mountains, and have
got alr cover behind that, and tanks be-
hind the air cover to make that line
stick.

Otherwise the armistice agreement
would not have been worth the paper on

“whieh it had been written, if we had had

to depend on the Communists. Then it
was the Korean Communists; this time it
is the Vietnamese Communists. They
are all of the same breed of cats. They
may differ in their ideologles, as between
the Chinese Reds and the Russian Reds,
but they are both Reds; they are both
Communists. In 99 percent of the cases,
agreements are made by them for the
very purpose of breaking them and mis-
leading and tricking their opponents,
and without any hope of having them
honor their written commitments in any
manner, shape, or form.

I am surprised that so many Members
of the Benate, with good and peaceful
intentions, invariably are taken in by this
absolutely phony argument, which bears
the hallmark of deceit and intent at mis-
representation and the obvious purpose
of deceiving. I am surprised that It
should fool anyone. I regret very much
that s0 many of my able and distin-
guished colleagues in the Senate, who are
in a position to know better, seem to
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think that because peace is s0 wonderful
and so much to be sought after we shiould
gllow fthie Communists to trick us into
negotintions, which would be used to ex-
ploit us for their purpose. The way to
get peace is to try to improve our posi-
tion, to ke able to proceed from & stand-
point of strength, rather than from a
standpoint of weakness. When we reach
that point we shall not be laying our-
selves open to helping them in their ob-

jective to propagandize themselves and ~

the alleged position that they have In
Vietnani.

I comipliment the distinguished Sena-
tor on his firm position.

Mr. DODD. I thank the Senator.

Mr. LAUSCHE. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield?

Mr. DODD. I yield to the Senator
from Ohilo.

Mr. LAUSCHE. I am extremely de-
lighted to state that my views have in
the past coincided with the views of the
Senator from Connecticut and coinclde
with them today. It is my recolleciion
that in #e Korean negotiations, the pro-
posal to negotiate was not made by the
United States, but by the North Koreans.
Does the Senator have a recollection on
that point?

Mr. DODD. That is my recollection. -

Mr. LAUSCHE. I am quite certain
that that is correct. Now it is proposed
that we negotiate, and those who make -
the proposal used the analogy of what
happened in Korea. Actually there is no
analogy.

T heard the discussion about terrorism
I would like to hear the Senator's view
on whether the tetrorism is in the main
practically and in completeness the acts
of the guerrillas of North Viclnam
against the peasants in the hamliets in
South Vietnam.

Mr. DODD. I do not want to be un-
derstood as altogether absolving the
South Vielnamese from any acts of
terror. Unhappily, these things have
occurred on both sides. However, 1 be-
lieve that the overwhelming number of
acts of terror are chargeable directly to
the Communists. There is no doubt
about that. Terror is a part of their
policy; whereas to some extent it may be
true of South Vietnam, it is not the
stated policy.

Mr. LAUSCHE. I agree completely
with the Senator from Connecticut that
it is their technique to intimidate and
terrorize the peasants working in the
fields and living serenely in their homes,
descending upon them at night to de-
capitate their leaders and place their
separated heads on poles, so that the
peasants will begin to fear that if they
take up the position of chieftan or leader
they will likewise suffer the same fate.

Mr. DODD. That is why it is done.

Mr. LAUSCHE. I heard the discusz-
sion between the Senator from Connecti-
cut and the Senator from Illinois about
drawing a lesson from what happened
following the violation of. treaties going
back to 1930, Unless we take a look a
these incidents of appeasement we shall
miss completely the lessons that must
be drawn from past conduct in order to
guide ourselves in the future,
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"anything that will give the impression
-that we are for unconditional surrender

-to give the impression that we will have
. That is all that the Senator from New
‘ence a pact by which we have abided and;

by which the South Vietnamese have
“ablded, but which the North Vietnamese

4 .
3302

- Mr. DODD. That is very true. I do
not offer these analogies because I think
think they are exact parallels. The Sen-
ator understands that, I am sure. There
are always some diffcrences.
that. However, we learn from what hap-
pened in the past, certainly from what
happened in the near past, and we study

these happenings in order to learn from |

them., If others made mistakes, we
should try to learn how to avoid repeat-
ing them. I drew these analogies for

- that purpese. There are other examples
~ in history—these are not the only ones—

but the ones that I drew on are the
latest and perhaps the most pertinent. -

Mr. LAUSCHE. There was the Ver-
sailles Treaty and the League of Nations
covenants, the Kellogg-Briand Treaty,
and the Lucarno Treaty. All of them
contained provisions which were violated
by the Japanese as early as 1922,

Mr. DODD. Yes.
- Mr. LAUSCHE. By Hitler beginnhing
about 1932, and by Mussolini at the same
time. In instance after instance it was
thought that if we would give in, it
would be the end of it.

Mr. DODD. That is true. I referred

.to Nuremberg and what we discovered

there. One of the thinks we learned was
that at the time Hitler ordered his troops
to occupy the Rhineland, he had given

“Instructions that if they met any op-
- position at all they should immediately
‘retreat,
. for us to stop him cold then. There was

How easy it would have been

considerable- dissatisfaction with Hitler
in his own military circles, and, as we

. know, there was an attempt made later
"to get rid of him.

We failed in that situation to take the
apprepriate steps. Our failure enabled
Hitler to remain in power.

There were those who said, “Oh, no;:
war would result if we tried to stop Hit-
ler now, and it would be terrible.” We

- did not do what we should have done,

and in that way a terrible war was
brought on. )
Mr. LAUSCHE. It has been suggested

- that we negotiate the future political

status of South Vietnam., What docs

/that mean? Does it mean that we should

‘negotiate a new type of government for
South Vietnam?
Mr. DODD. I do not know. I do not

‘believe that the Senator from New York:

meant it that way. As I understood him,';

-he made a good point. I am sure the

Senator from Ohio shares my feeling ony
that point. As I understood the Senator
from New York, we do not want to do
and, on the other hand, we do not want

nothing to do with the Communists,

York meant, I am sure.
Mr. LAUSCHE. There is now in exist-

have violated.
‘Mr. DODD. ‘The Senator is correct.

- 'Mr. LAUSCHE. That 18 the Geneva
Pnct of 1954, ~ ° .

Mr DODD The Benntor is correct
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Mr. LAUSCHE. In addition, to that,
a new agreement was made in 1962, in
Laos.

Mr.DODD. Yes.

Mr. LAUSCHE, There we followed the

policy of negotiation. :
Mr. DODD. Yes. I believe it was in
1961,

Mr. LAUSCHE. May I ask whether
the Laotian agreement worked out as it
A

was anticipated it would work out by the
sponsors of it?

Mr. DODD. Not at all. It could not

haveé worked out worse than it did. For -
the people of Laos and the people of

southeast Asla and for us it has been &
complcte farce.
violated, and it is being violated every
day. It is another case of our inabllity
to trust those people.

Mr. LAUSCHE. I commend the Sen-
ator from Connecticut for his presenta-~

tion, because I believe what he has said |

It has been repeatedly |
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and what others have saild on this point |

will bring home to the minds of the

American people that what 1s involved |
is not merely wanting to be in southeast

Asia, but that our national security is :

involved. In my judgment, words to the

|

contrary, are not at this time helpful to

the achievement of the common objec-

tive that we seek to achleve, i
Mr. DODD. I am grateful to the Sen-

ator for his compliment, which I do not

deserve, but which I enjoy.

.. Mr. President, I yield thefloor. - B

i s i
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