ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT

POLITICS AND BRICKBAT.»

“ . By SEN. THOMAS
(A4 Holmes Alexa

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Any
one who wants to play an ac-|
tive role in politics has to be
prepared  for ™
brickbats = ~—

cand I believe
{that I have in -,
.my time re- ‘:
- ceived  more
_than my “share
-of them. About'
~this I do not
_complain, - be-
cause I em-
barked  upon
imy political
‘career with DODD

my .eyes wide open to the haz- |

ards. .
Prolonged exposure to brick-

J. DODD (D., CONN,)
nder Guest Column)
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meant to me. Conhrary to thet
jimpression which the few staff
‘members who betrayed me
thave sought to create, the;
.overwhelming ma]onty of the!

. —~|present and previous members -

J In inviting me to- write .
this guest column, Holmes
Alexander has asked me how
'it feels to be attacked in,
¢ column after column, day

i after villainy — and in a
' sense left helpless to reply
: because my opponents can di-
rect their attack against me
through the columns of sev-

‘while I. myself must pa-
{tiently wait oy the final ver-.

. after day, accused of villainy

eral hu ndr e d newspapers,

-of my staff have remained per-!
tsonally loyal to me, and they'
have sought to show their loye.
lalty in many dlfferent ways.

NAT[ONWIDE "the'  mail{
count to date has been roughlyl
10-to-1 in my favor, while|
from the State of Connecticut
{it has been running approxi-
mate[y 20~to-1,
| Some of my friends wonder
,at my ability to bear up under-
jsustained attack. And I can’

bats inevitably toughens one's | *

dict of the Senate Ethics only answer them by saying '
Committee and of the courts. lthat I bear up because of my"

I shall answer frankly by own clear conscience and be- -
saying that this is a terrible |cause of the encouragement .of
ordeal for any public figure my family, ‘my friends, my-:
to endure, ' staff and my ‘many thousands -
No matter how certain youof supporters in Connecticot |

STATINTL.

[PREARINILS s

hide, and a certain amount of :may be of your own innocence, ‘and across the nation, v -
“adversity makes a man a bet- 'no‘ matter how confident of [T e e S
, ter ‘politician — and a sadder. ithe ultimate verdict, you can't !
“('m;F YOU" ARE . .dl }t]l:clap ]wonder(lingdhczwtmany of .
| profoundly . ies an istortions are"
c;mvmced of the rightness of, actually believed by your sup- |
the policies you. are advocat- porters, and you can't help’
ing, then it does not. matter 'bemg concerined -over the an+~
toot “much ‘};Vhat your I\?pp}(:n- £uish such a campaign inflicts’,
ents' say about you. Neither jon your wife and children. "
"does it matter too much if you, 1 I MUST SAY that all the
. appear for m time'to be iso-{members of my family, from .
s : lated, nor if your views and imy wife, Grace, to my young-:
actions are twisted and mis« ‘est son, Nicky, have borne,
represented. fthemselves like so many Spars
Like most ' politicians, I jtans. If they have suffered, .
i have had my ups and downs, they have not permitted me to-
‘m3{ dbrlckaiatIs ]:md ll;lyd ac- ;lee it. Grace. haz summed up '’
" colades. ave had on [her own . attitude in these
I"nccasion to endure vilifica- Iwords “If you were guilly. . . .
: ;'m(n; ﬁ?d slander, Ithave ?]so andIno onr‘ei s};ucl a word about L B . . . i
ad the very great satisfac- :it, I would hide my head in e IR '
_tion of seeing certain of my !shame But bccausg I know.
- political views converted into [you’re innocent; I can hold my.
Jaw and policies T have. ad- ‘head high no mattei what may. ’ : S o |
v'ocated .in thg field of for- be szfud about you by your- . . |
eign affairs ultimately adopt- enemies.” : - C : : |
ed by our government, " The attitude of my family
By.and Jarge I have relished has been a tremendous .
the give and take and even source of comfort amd
‘the inevitable campaign roughe: encouragement to'me in my
Jhouse \with pohtlcal opponents.: present ordeal. I have also
‘Sometimes in the course of a' been heartened by the hun-
heated campaign I might be dreds of letters I have re- ; |
.angercd by what I consider to ceived from old friends, as- . . ) : s ' |
‘be a folul blowlby myfoppgne};lt. suring 11‘ne of their continued "’ : |
But'l have always found that friendship and support. If a
icampa:gn wounds heal qulckly single one of these old friends
and that, once the campaign is'had turned against me, it~
'over, evén the bitterest political' would have hurt me far rr:ore !
‘rivals can again become fxrm than I would care to admit,
‘friends. But so far'they have been -
ORDINARY polltlcal bnck-l foyal to a man — and this
‘bats are one thing, It is' an al- is something for which I shall
‘together dlfgeretl;"; tthmge t'ﬁg;eg' ?llllways be profoundly grate- |
you are made arg . . !
‘sustained attack of character No words can eXpress how'
‘assassination by a. nahOHHHYmuch the dedication and loyals, o
jsyndicated_columhist. " - ._ ity of my staff members hav ) :
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