CPYREpHJroved For Release 2001/07/26
BN, ™7 N
SN Darka

O

WASHINGTON POST
AND TIMES HERALD

FOIAb3b
n/SHA-RDP/5-00149R00010035

e © -
- ;

/{.‘1‘, : >° 1':! T::l I
cuoaulGllle

By Bernard D. Nossiter.

Washingion ost Forelgn Sorvice -

in the walting room at Orlyf<
is bugged. The baggage of im-
. "portant people coming:‘f'
through the big Parls Afrport
is secretly searched, France's'-
counter-spy agency regularly:.'

Twere
'“lzealous in pursuing a easo in-:
i |volving thelr own. l
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Pollce Lesz Than Zealous

However, out of their own
mouths, It is clear that the
French counterspy agency was
remearkably indifferent to ad-!
vance warnings &bout Benj
Barka's fate and French policei
something less than.
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The spy watchers, the Serv-!
ice de Documentatlon Exteri!
eura et de Contro Espionage
SDECE), learncd five months;
pefore tha kidnaping that!
‘unorthodox” ~means to grab:
Fen Barka were being planned.
month before the erime, the !
gency knew that a “gpecial’
eam” had been named to “ap-|
roach” the victim. |
But SDECE's former boss,!

its “honorable
Jents,” . :
These plquant tidbits from
ine seeret service: nether-
world have come to lght dur
ng the Ben Barka trial,
whici is still going on here.!
But after dozens of witnesses.
and four weeks of testimony
in the gloomy Palais de.
Justice, the general questlons. -
of the affair still remain un-j-

_corrTespon-:-

| answered.

What did happen to Mehdi
Een Barka? The leftist IMo-
roccan political leader was
seized at mid-day on a busy; .
Paris street-last Oct. 29 by a: )
mixed bag of gangsters,
French police and a French;
counterspy  “correspondent.”|
This is known and admitted,
Second-Hand Acecount

But the last image of Ben
Barka before the Assize Court| ,
is only a second-hand account.;
- He was pietured bound to aj
{furnace pipe in the eellar of!

and slippery counter-spy agent!
who is one of the /six men on'
trial. This testimony ecame'-
. from a newspaperman who;,
1 had it from a talkative gang-:
| ster, one Georges Figon. And -
Figon can't testify, He was, .
fatally shot, by his own hand '
the authorities say, last winter,
No trace of Ben Barka has .
been found. There has been no .
evidence so far to support theg-;
prevalling belief that Moroe-i
can officials murdered him, |
' The other major and unan.:..
swered question is this: Did]-
] high French authorfties co-
operate with their Rabat coun-!.
terparts to make Ben Barka
vanish? Again, there has been |
- | no evidence to support such a|:
| view. e !
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sends New Year's grectings to, -

Antoine Lopez, the diminutive!

L _an

at these words didn’t mean,
nything wvery much, In his
orld, he wsald, that sort of
nguage could refer to an.unm™
nventional research project.
Jacquler, however, did let
mething Important slip out.
y Nov. 2, three days after the
izure, he sald, “Bverybody
my entourage knew that
ufkir and Dlimi were in the’
fair.”

Now Mohammed Oufkir is
orroceo’s Minister of Inte-.
or, Ahmed Dlimi 18 the chief-
police and both were atill:
Ty much In ¥rance at that:
time, For still inexplicable rea-’
eqns, Jacquier did not pass on
at he knew to the French
_pplice. :
dndeed, @ day later, Oufidr
apd Dlimi were given a cock-
t4il party at the French Minis.,
tiy of the Interior and they,
‘dfned that night with some of|
tHe highest police officials in!
France.

Feo Trial in Absentia

v then, the police .did have
10 hint of a clue that Ouf-
and company were behind
affair, The Interlor Min-

er, Rober Frey, suggested
-thiat one of his aldes discreetly
nd out Oufkir at dinner.
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Fen, Paul Jacquler, testifiedi -

guished aide. R

In falrness to the police,!
they were getting preclous
little cooperation from Jac-
quier's agency end weren't
much help to each other,

The lawyers for Ben Barka's
family end others watching
-the tortuous trial are not con-:
tent with this, They had hoped!
to get more light from Inte-
rior Minister Frey ns well as.
from Premier Georges Pom-'
pidou. )

But the judge, Jean Perez,
the . Pickwickian presiding
magistrate, has ruled that

| they must be satisfied with

written replies to some edited

questions. It fs not lkely thati- -

Frey and Pompidu will glve!
away anything to compromise
their government, -

e

Alpolito question was put, a; -

ue answer received, and!
h the Moroccans took off!
t morning for Rabat, where:

-

i ‘thpy have prudently stayed

r since. The two are sched.i -

ﬁl d to be tried In absentia™

affer the cururent trial finally"

s - :
. long parade of ~leading’
Frgnch police have appeared|
Infjeount to say they did no

o

of grounds for arrésting mo
diginguished a man as Quikir
his slightly less distin-

ng, to Insist that they had| -
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