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Warren Commission Attorneys, 2 Authors Clash
On Conﬂlctmg Testimony Of Assassination

L

“tissue ol distortion™ and he'
aid when he had made similar
harges previously Lane
hreatened to. sue him.

“ “I've been waiting anxlously
or those papers ever since,’
Liebeler said. “If you have them
ere . . .I'll he glad to accept
service of process . ., because’
vou Khow verv well as soon as®

I.,uf‘l “oath. and go through dis-t

San DICbO. Cal. Nov. 17 (P
Two altorneys’ for the Warren
Commission, which investigated
the assassination of President
Kenncdy, .clashed ({oday = with
words—and a challenge to file
libel action—with two critics of
the commission’s report.

. Joseph A. Ball, a senior counsel
.| for’ the commission, and Wesley
J. Liebeler, a law professor and
.| ‘commission  junior  attorney,
traded sharp statcments with
| authors Mark Lane and Edward
J. Epstein, At several points,
Lane, author of "Rush to Judg-
ment” and the attorney for the
mother of accused assassin Lee
.| Harvey Oswald, called the com-
mission report fraudulent.
- Evidence Ignored
. Appearing on a panel at the

Associaled Press Managing Edi-
tors Association Convention. Balll,
and Liebeler called the report
fair and conclusive and criticizxd
Lane and Epslein,, author of
“Inquest."”

Ball hinted thal the crilics of
.: |[the report ignored evidence in
.7 .||shaping their versions of the
Kennedy slaying. The commission
found that Oswald alone kxlled
President Kennedy.

(At the core of the controversy
" |lwas the decision of the Unitedi:
.,;|iStates Government and

nedy . family to” withhold from
public release autopsy photns aud
X-rays of the dead President's)
body. '

Epstein said most theories thal
the assassination was the result
of a conspiracy depend on tha 3.
topsy photos.

‘overy proceedings, and. thal day|
il wail for, Mr. Tane.™
La~. sitting next 6 Liebelnr,
aid quintly. “Youli have them
‘CIY - snots. J
Epstein rharged that Warrcn
Comimiszion allmneya did noi re.
selve the confradiction posed by
he aulopsy report ‘and the FBI

Conflicting Reporis
He said the autopsy repor! in.

Kennedy's throat and hit Go..

John Connally of Texas. But, he
said, a report by two FBI agcaislhy
who.were present at the autopsy
said only one bullet hit Kcnncdy'o
back and it fell out of the woui'

“Thé autopsy photos mighi v,
solve this mystery.” Epstein said,
“In a nutshell, if these auto;,yP
photos reveal that the builzt cx.
iled the throat, the possibijiiy
there was a second assassin \‘I”
bz virlually to nil.

“If they reveal that the vuii: t
in question did not pass througp,
the body . . . that would subsian-
tially reduce the probability thal

assassin,”
Liebeler and Laffe had
sharpest’ exchange, ‘with Liebeler

suit "against him:

o
'

.-..l.hf.;g}ﬁaf -

v Liebelet. .said: Lene’

dicated one bullet went - thiouza] .

malyzed " ‘he said, .

Isennedy vas killed by a single|

the|

inviting - the: author to file a llbel , _" 3

: ,book, ..Was[ |

sorsion and did not include the
31 «tatement in tie firal reporit.
Critics of the Warren- Commis-
sion have said Oswatd conld notf,
have fired three Lullels “quickly

mough and. therefare, there mayl,

save heen mere Hhian one assassin.
Epstein urged that "Noravs and?
Lutnpsy pictures: be Mlnawd Iur
examination. T

As long as the photus are nol
“the _ enm-
fmission has not Ginished its ‘job h
Lieheler, in criticizing “Epsjein’s
hook §a|d (aulty vresearch\ and
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ou, fin that. yoire igoing to have:conricent that i will stand th
i mbmn yoorself to dcpoqhun}t

: ‘{public couldl have faith."

“ishould hold open

;the ‘California Bar. Assaclalion} .
. the "University , of California-, a

‘sdmlar\hlp wentinto "ils: pre
paration.

“This book.” he sald, "“has don
‘more te impugn lhe integrity o
Abe Warren report' lhan Mar
“4ane did. .Epstein owes an oblig
tion' to the pubhc to expiain hi
.work.

- “If our work lo cramined in th
true spirit of schoiarship, I a

est of history.”. ~ . !
1 —~Ball said the’ Warren Commi
sion invesligation “was Lhe mo!
mlnnslve ever - conducled in thi
nation.”

il we had (nllm\ed the sam
distrotions as Lane did in hi
book, I.would be ashamed
mysell asa lawyer,” Ball said.

He said - Lane drew conclusionp! -
which were nol’ warranled by thpi -
evidence and .called this . “thp. -
tochnique of prepaganda.” ™ . |} ..
"Lane accuscdl the press of faif .
ing in its duty: [ellowing the assas :
sination. -

New Commission Asked b
“Where was the press . durin
'hn inyestigation by the Warre
commision?”” he asked. *“Th
press miscranly failed the Amer
can public by not demanding opeg -
hcarmgs of lhe, Warren Commisg . -
sion.’ e
‘Lane !calicd for 'r:reatmn of
new commistion’ “compoased of -
tpersons in" whom ' the Americag

Lane said such ‘a commissio
‘hearings a
which * the inlrests of Oswal ‘
would he represented.

\ Ball is a Lony Beach, (Cal.) a
itorney and a former president of:

Los ‘Angbles. . Lane; -nd d Epstels
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