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Biggest Question At P
Is Who Will Succeed

entagon, Envivons _

N ___:s_*

BHen. Omar B;adley

hack the chief executive's opmlonsi

ar%ip;&,to the chiefs. It is a job
ca oL, rare tact, an
for(?& el Sire il has j d e

* hasg

WASHINGTON, April 21 (Il\b;"em fecl that he nas done & -

The 64 . bilion dollar  queslion
aroynd the FE;iL agon and its envir-
irogs “‘who will succeed G¥p. Omar
Brédley ~as chairman of Vhe _]omt
chikfs of staf§?” !

The consensus is that 1t w1ll not
pe .an grmy man, old army man
Rradley having had the joh as long -
as the -post ‘has existed; lour:
vears, He yoes out in August. That
leaves .the aip forge or navy very
much in the running, though the
army feels that old army. man Eis-
enhower, who’ll make 1,% Mo
mg¥, turn his-.-hack (%
unﬁelstandmg that:the uld |
he rotated in the mtgres%of unifi-
cation. One hears frequent reports
that he'll bring in his o¢ld friend

and fellow worker, Gen, ;\1 Gruen- we

ther.

Very muc}; in the ,,;qmmno is
CGren. - Hoyt Vandenbelgt&& whose
lang tour of duty as chief of stafi
of “the air force 1s commg to an.
endy

Vandenberg  1s* Well bf'low tm
mandatory retirernent gfe of
but has had 30 years af ]111111,.\13
service.While primarily:r an air-
man be has done enough jobs on
thé outside to give him the widest
experience of any of the preqont
members of the :joint chiefs' who
might b in line for the coveted
job.

He served in Moscow jor six
months during World ,.War II has
head of a ipission to the U.B.S. ¢
after the war he was tlirector ¢
intelligence ~dn the war depar
ment General Staff, and served [
a year as head of the newly creay-
=d central intel »_‘- erice Agency, H

chiefs: longer than his., oppositp
pumbers in army and.savy. HE
air force life has covergd the f
range of operations, .’ light ag
hegvy stuff,: strategic anr.l tactical,
pergonal pa;:tlcxpal:lon to {eachige
inestaf fso ols,.

The alr force: has long been dge-
rused of boastfulness and prrge-
anee in inner military circles, sfd
sometimes .not _without complgte
justificaton. But i
denberg,. for all w m
pearance, has always been a méd-
. 2] of solmerly conservatism, Ingd-

—

F chiefs of ¢

r Refedde 2000105/

ter job gf jpreventing serious ¢
flict  hetw yarious
i g:}? Torde itse‘E than'{i#n.
‘Joe Collms.,or Adm. Fechitefg
| Pdosters of & navy . man '
chairman of the gh;efs. at
‘dawn ot the atomic haval age,
.certain’ that_ the late Adm.
man would fiizceetl Bradley an
an_able hoss of the cduniry’s’
mtﬁtarv estabhshment Therg
no ‘guestion in Washington butf
Sherman would haye made 2 s
did chairman.,
' His u.ntimely death, _ sugces-
,sion by. Adm. Fech i¢ not
neceesarﬁy make ec
good gruif ynan, the olxo} :
champions of "A navy jraf
chaifman, Adm. Radfg
ntut‘ﬁ Korea - with Eispnbfwer

intardpts

the 'Tr8.8." Helehd, figh i

qu'iq'j 1, Hecame the j ;O~
* 1Fg he. had never am’.‘.rg’ﬁ\
‘ehief? exberience. "The Shafd over

SR

lltd(u()i(i 5 sup ort of a nuval block. |

dL of Red
evalktEs hive hurt the admiral’

f makipz the big 1

: @ ol Bightning "
ods [, StHe. ﬁm_«yﬁs ditector’ quin
mrmamon heforg being rsised to
chigf of staff, will not approve any
specthicular “sgpport of phis hid.

1 the three aspizants we}ﬁput on

a stage, howeve: and éd ta
Lpeaﬁ in their own_ behalf, ‘;ngnt‘
nimg Jge” would win hatids’ down.
He 1 'an inspired speaker.

The job. of:chairman of ihe joint
ff was an afierthought.

For, the Irst two yea¥s jof the
top chiefs’ ife together, §mﬂer the
national secufity act, théy had no
chgirman. The Navy foughtf the re-
vision of the law whigh created the
pogt, ., and won gpne: ppjnt:  The

¢ an does jfot A4S 8
merln\ggr of the jbint B statf.
Titfe htuown fact:#+4Fh#: joint

chiefs do pol vote. It i a debating

Ro ety7l bHibne which is Afsigned
:ng, that respividg serv-

icess ?dfifmfnc'i's contro¥érdies and
prigrities as old as the Republic
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