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Stevens’ Failings His Best Defense

By Johrp G. Norris
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ggear Stevens was an elder-
“bytetjan Church In Plainfield

-Fisenhower. have complamed that tooA;

. afy decline,
Before he came to Washmgton J,Hbt
Yf the P

McCarthy (R,-Wiﬂ!ﬁrst ,tangled'overm"’ drd-Working member ‘of the execut;ve

latter’s investig#i?ér‘ methods,: the mew:
Army-civilian chigf’ looked like & peﬁegt
set-up for the y&eran Red-hunter, ~

As an Army aide put it later; it was a
rank amateur golng Up agalhst-a pro-
fessional wha was well versed: in Tough-
and - tumble,. . fio - holds - barred ~combat.
Some veterafy Washingtoh -~ nheysmen
wondered if the Wisconsin Senator hadn't
deliberately picked on.this political nov-
ice as a soft spot jn the Eisenhower Ad-
ministration. DA

When Stevens baekgd away aftet his

first two clashes ¥fithi the Senator "and
was pushed into A/tHird by seconds, ghis
chances seemed ; ry.ihm

Today the o;i are §h1ftmg It is pos-
sible that consclé tmgs, jsincere, trusting
Bob Stevens“‘m'ajr P the instrument
that will give~McCarthy his first big
licking. The very: traits that appear to bb
weaknesses in 4 polijical’ flght—nalvete,
high-mindednesstand.
ing—may win-Stéveng the public support

necessary for victorytin the final show--
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dope at polities#

told about him_ %
tey

written on the McCarthy -S

h1m his family life, or what he is like
as a man. .

The 54- year-o]d Army Secretary takes
great pride and real satisfaction in his
public service trecord. He says he has

never refused a request to servg his.coun- -
try or his commutiity. Many big l;usines:,

men have taken on similar obligations,

-w» though bath - Presgidents .. Prumsh. and

_Hospit
-4 mem

distaste for brawls;

- first in theFederal Governmeni.

commitee of New York City'ssfogsevelt
a trustee of Yale University and
b of the visiling mittee to
Harvard Business School; a clvilian aide
to former Army Secretary Frank Pace,
a member of the board of the Rockefeler
Foundation, chairman of the Federal Re-
serve Board in New York, member of the
board of directors of a mutual life insur-
ance companyy and chairman.of” the Com-
merce Dengrtr;;ent’s §u§1né§§*_Adv4501y
Council, ™= e .

Like ‘Call to Clergy

OST OF THESE were unpaid posts’

to which he devoted copsiderable
time. Some men accept such duties as
stepping-stones to political or business
advancement. But Stevens obviously is
sincere when he spealgg’ggf “obligations,”
of “welcoming” such ’ﬁqpportumnes to

_serve,” and of his “pride” in being

“chosen.” He talks of.a “call” to public
service in somewhat {the” same tope as
a man of the church refers to 2 call to
the clergy. And he takes, all juch posts
very scriously.

- When Stevens -headed & delegation to
an international textile .confereficé in
England in 1952, he called its members
together en route and told them: “We
are going not just as textile men hut. as
representatives of the United States of
America. We must represent our countw
in g dignified and proper manner.

His present assignment is hot Stev'éﬁs’
He Wak
an Army second licutenant in
I, though he didn’t get overseas. Later hie
getved here with the NRA and the OPM

Ji‘efore Pearl Harhor. He was a colonel
durmg World War II and won the Dis-

tifiguished Service, Mcdal, the Army'’s
highest non-combaf award, for his work
as head of the Quartermaster textile
purchasing. section and as deputy Assrst
ant Quartermaster General,

Dllwent and T empe.rale '

T THE P AGON TODAY Stevens
his Office by 8 a.m., and when

he leag ut 6 p.m.; he usually takes
“ho Associates consider

“,' s an unwillingness to
delegate responsubility to -others, over-
seriousness, a tendency to worry and an

-inability to relax.

Stevens lik s a. sgcpl rink or {wo,
‘but he doesn’t smoRe zhd fe. distikes off-
color stories. His restraint in speech is
evident from. his denial of MecCarthy’'s
charge that he had suggested that Senate
investigators furn their attentioni from
the Army to'thg, Nayy and ‘the Air Forde,
on the basig of data the Army cquld pro-

vide. Stevens sesiSted urgings to brand ;

the charge"a’s & “damned lie.” Instead
he called. 1t “tterly untrue

When #iked if it were posslble he

might facetmusfy have suggested: At ARy
time that M.?:Carthy “pick  on’ sameone

glse for a ¢hange” Stevens replied #1th .
a flat “no)” He added, “I am hevér, fade:

e
"

tious a‘boxit (.'fovernment business,”’
Such ’ remarks bear a suggeshon of

stuffiness, But Stevens avoids that by @
;Teal thoughtfulpess of others,, He makes |

a point of Iookmg up the sons of friends,
usually servicemen, when he is abroad,

and he enjoys such visits. When the first .

atomic shell was fired, StevBns insisted:
on being it ¥the foremost trench w1th the
troops taking part in the tesf, *

Wives of Pentagon officials deberjbe *-

him as “that-nice'Mr. Stevens,> The most

common adjébtive applied t8’ hlm by ﬁsso-
crates is “very decent S

Ofﬁcers Like Hun ] { '

Faleo ¥
HERE IS A DIFFERENCE of opmmn
in the Pentagon about Stevens which
is entirely aparL from ihe clash_ with
McCarthy.

Army officers consider Him a very
good -Sccretary. lIe stands ‘as a buffer
between them and civilian agencies of the
Government. Not, all of fus predecessors
have done that. And Stevegs generally
accepls polictes’ and. programs. worked

out by the General Staff and goes to bat

World mwfor them. Some of hl§ predecessors have

tried to mix in*what” the generals con-
sider their business.

Pentagon civilian: officials thxnk
Stevens is a hit too uncritical of General
Staff propgsals; some consider ‘himy B
“captive of the braﬁ * But they conceﬁ'é
he has done.a gogd job of mstallms a’
new property:accounting system that wvas
essential to badly needed Army orgafhiza-
tional refornis, The refmms themselves
‘have not magde much; pragress, part{_\{ ‘be-
tause of Sfevens' occupation” wih the
McCarthy issue these past several.months

It is comimonly agreed, howevet; that
he has kept politics largely out ot Afhiy
decisions, despite his efforts to c’bqg@r
ate with MeCarthy., ..

Besides. his home in- I‘lainﬁeld Stfevenq
has a ranch in Montana, his oné& hobby.

(ousa’
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The Stevenses db a Christmas party at Fort McNair here
Left to right: Granddaughter, Melanie

last December.
A Y
He is popular with. his-neighbors there.
One of them commented: ‘Nothing
flashy about him. He drives a Chevrolet
when out here.”

Stevens, a religioys man, has a fceling
for history and for- his own place in it.
In Washington, he attends the New York
Avenue DPresbyterian Church, * where
I’resident Lincoln worshiped. Last year,
he and his family were invited to sit in
the Lincoln pew when the one-hundred
fiftieth anniversary of .the church was
celebrated. 7 VTV T

“It was a great thrill,” he says, “to sit
there and turn over in one’s mind the
problems that President Lincoln had
faced and the ones that I faced.”

NE OF STEVENS' strongest charac-

teristics is his feeling for his family.
He likes to tell stories about his father,
thee founder of the Stevens Mills, and
he always wanted to follow in his foot-
steps. After Phillips Andover, Yale and
the Army, he entered the mills and took
over at his father's death. Ilis own five
children and three grandchildren are an
unusually close-knit family,

When the papers: headlfféd Stevens’
“surrender” to"McCarthy six weeks ago. .
his elder sons immediately came to
Washington to he with him.

The eldest, Robert Ten Broeck, Jr., 29,
{s married to the daughter of Author
Louls Bromfield and recently bolight a

Stevens; son, Robert T. Stevens, jr.s Secretary Stevens,
Mrs. Stevens and little Marncy Bruce, a guest,

cattle farm near Leesburg, Va. Whitney,
27, like his brother, was a Navy ensiﬁn:
in World War II. Now he is a salesman'i
for the Stevens mills in New York. .
Daughter Joan, 25, who t_obk shorthand :
and typing at finighing school, is a sec-
retary here with the CIA. Son Bill, 22,
is an Army corporal in Germany. He re-
’fﬁh.‘c_d a college deferment and got 8
phy[;-.i.ca! waiver {o enlist two years ago.
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