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B Smnth ls convmced Oewald]

“The point is this: These or-' —-quxld s mn-nm. Mrs, Mar-

(oecond of a series) ovret-arent-but

Lee Harvey Oswald suddenly|was not actiny on orders of the
found himself in truly strange[Kremlin wher. he allegedly fired
‘and foreign surroundings. Fromithe shots tha? killed Kennedy.
the giant metropolis of ‘Moscow,' In Minsk, Smith says, Soviet
he had been hastily removed tomilitary intdhgence had a hig
“the small, bleak city of Minsk injob ahead: *, .. to obtiin every,
the winter of 1959. partlcle of information from

He had come a long way sincel (Oswald), not mexely on elecd

taat day in -Los - Angeles two'tronics and call signs (Oswald
momh earlitt when his pass- ‘had been a radio iechniciam
port application to travel abroa‘:i| but also on Marine Corps pno
‘was approved. jcedures .

He_ had made hi3.way to Ru.,-l “An mteuo,.ation job of zev-

sia seeking Soviet citizenship in. eral months faced Saviet mtelh-I

a land where the political way of|
life conformed with his own dxs-
torted views.

“But the course of events sincef
Qswald’s arrival in Madscow in
aid-October had undergone a
rapid change, His hoped-for citi-|
zenship was denied him and he
was moved to an out-of-the-way
place.

SOVIET AGP NTS

(1 the’ opinion of Edward El-
liz Smith of Palo Alto. a former|
U.5. security-intelllzence officer

gence, especially if Oswald had
been alert and had used his
Marine Carps tour to prepare
himself for (his sort of interro-
gation,”” Smith continuns,

“It is utterly inconceivable
that a Soviet intelligence inter-
rogation did not lake place,” he
adds., ~

As forreporls Oswald was giv-
en a lnw-paying (80 ruble or $88
a month) zheet metal worker's
job i Minsk, Smith |5 skeptical.
He believes the job was simply
Stale Depart-2 “caver™ dining the interroga-
rment and Central Intelligence tion period. &

. Agcncy, Oswald was at this june- RIFLE CLUB

ture in the hands of Soviet. mili- - Continuing with his analysis of

tary intelligence agents. Oswaid's reported stay in

Smith, who has Jived in Mos-"Minsk, Smith sdys:

«cow and was the first full-time = “We are told that while ln

.State Department sccurity of-Minsk Oswald joined a rifle club

ficer of the American Embassy.and practiced marksmanship.
there, has traced Oswald's odys. Now, there are no rifle clubs in
'sey from the time he obtained athe Soviet Union. Unless one be-
Dassport in Los Angzeles unmlonzs to a hunter’s *Sovkhoz’
Irhp day four years later when(for professional hunters), a So-
‘President John’ F. Kennedy wasviet citizen is allowed to prac-

‘assassinated in Dallas. . . tice shoofing only . within . the
- R framework of the All-Uninn Vol-

! untary Society for Cooperation
with the Army, Air Force and
Navy—a.sort of combination na-
tional guard and reserve traln-

Sor the ‘Army,

fletter passed Soviet censorship,

= dlu,
mental direction. Foreigners are Tetters fmm Minsl: in which her
not allowed to join them. There- son dropped sy, anli-Soviet hints
fore, Oswald either was a mem-|and made mention of a desire to
ber of a Soviet outfit or, more{return home. This represcnted
likely, a special arrangementia sudden and uncharacteristic
was made for him so he could{change of heart, Smith believes.
practice shooting.” — Oswald apparently began
Oswald’s interrogationimixing in circles well above the
dragged on into the spring of | station of an alleged shect metal:
41960, Smith estimates. When it;worker, for he met and began
fma]ly ended, intelligence offi-jcourting Marina Nikelayevna .
cials, probab]y began debating|Prusakova, reportedly the nicce
how best to utilize him. of a Soviet mtelhg]e;ﬁcle c(;ﬂonclti
; =In February, swa
lal ‘or ‘was. i too” anshablag: WTote the American Embassy in
This was one of the prime ques-| Moscow stating he wantedrm re-|
tions confronting them, SmithiDeW his passport and return

belicves horae.
o . —-On Apuil 30, 1961, Oswald
bc“”}ﬂ”gdza'tggf;ﬁia g;;:;g?n:? marricd the attractive, 19-year-

] , h | arina. 1
grew impatient, a trait that was N (}'fl:gs; Jatter two. acts ate ca- {
to take on disastrous propor- )

peciaily significant and ¢ o m-
gmih%elfx?\‘;e:hort years laler, plomly contradictory under So-
i yviet conditions, Smith contends.
SUI[ hungering for Sov1et-c1u-lH(, implies the Russians would
zenship, Oswald managed 10! no; 100k kindly on an American
write a letter to the Marincldefector supposedly intent on
Corps asking that he be dis- rocefecting with a Russian wife,
charged as a reservist so hei «Tpe Jogical interpretatibn ]
«could accept Soviet citizenship. :
(The Marines complied with an
unsatisfactory discharge.)
It is almost incredible that the
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Smith Continues, “is that by this
time a firm dermon had been
made as to what (Oswald's)!
mission was to be, .
“Furthermore, the intefligence
nperators had decided to estab-
lish ‘control’ through a Russian
‘wife who would lcave hostages

reason for the letter, but it is hehind, who was uuscepnhle to
Smith’s assessment that it got|discipline and suitable for frain-
through censorship as the re-ljng, and who could be used as
sult of some inexplicable|oswald's assistant—amonz oth-
“snafu.” er things, for communicalions,”
Despite this jolt, Soviet intelli- Smith asserts.
gence decided to take Oswald) |n subscquant Ietter< i his)
ll’!lO the fO]d, ‘Smith is .con- mﬁu'lCl Oswald requested un m.
vinced, As evidence, he cites thef ;"o 1o return h,,mp n ona

follo_wing events: . letter written about December,.

-Smith acknowledges, because iq
could have damaged Oswald’s
“agent potential.”

There could have been some
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1961, Oswald announced e and

_ hig famlly would receive exit

i . viqas in February and be home
: ‘about March, 1962,
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