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" Two Americtns

CE;Y‘\B‘%;I;“ W. BROWNE

" set off an estimated 250 poundd|
. of explosives in a parked ¢
 nlongside the U.S. Embhassy t
" day, killing at least 17 person
. and wounding at least 161 .
_ Windows and brick work of the
five-story building were shat-
{ tered. o P

Two Americans, a g\rl gecre-

tary and a U.S. serviceman,

Sanitized - App

| was one
blows del'vercd by the Commu-
nist Viet Cong.

SAIGON, Viet Nam—Terroristy -

The bombing of the embassy
of the worst terrorist

'I‘m‘izct of Several Attacks

1t came as no surprise. The
embassy has been the target of
scveral CO
tacks., It had been considere_d a
prime goal of the Reds since
U.S. air strikes began apainst
Communist North Viet Nam.

and visitors were in the embassy
building when the black sedan
turned into a street along side
just before 10:30 a.m.

Most of those at the scene
hoere killed or disabled, but a

'were among the dead, and 45
.or more Americans were in-
:jured. The other casualties were
i Vietnamese and non-American
{ foreigners, many of them stroll-
ing on the street when the
massive charge went off at 10:55
a.m.

Seven Americans Serious

' Seven of the injured Amer-
licans, including a woman secre-
tary, were in serious condition.
A ‘total of seven, some with
lesser hurts such as eye injuries
from flying glass, were flown to
Clark Air Base in the Philip-
pines for specialist treatment.

(In Washington, the State De-
partment disclosed that one of

Miss Barbara A. Robbins, 21,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Buf-
ford Robbins of Denver, Colo.
She was a secretary in the U.S. .
Embassy and had been assigned
to Saigon since last Aug. 5.
(The other American was a
[ chief petty officer in the Navy.

‘Pentagon would release his
identity after next of kin were
notified. . B

(The State Department report-,
ed a total of 196 casualties. It
listed two Americans and 11.
Vietnamese dead; 54 Americans
rand 129 Vietnamese injured.)

The Vietnamese dead included
one of two terrorists who par-
ticipated in the bombing. The
\other, who carried a .45 pistol,
‘was shot by a policeman just
before the bomb went off and
“was in serious condition.

Among non-American foreign-
iers injured by the blast were a
French businessman and sev:
_.eral Japanese 'resiQellba of

{Saigon. , . _... L. 4
{ The mighty blast punched a
'gaping hole in the fivae-story
'concrete embassy. ‘It shattered
.every window in the' building
and dug an enormous crii'ter in
the tarred street,

; Flames and smoke mush-
‘roomed 300 feet into the air. The
ideath-dealing charge’ was se-

the two dead Americans was :

The State Department said the |

reconstruction of the attack in-
ated: .

The car stopped and a Viet-
namese policeman ordered the
driver to move on. The driver
said he had engine trouble.

A motorcycle pulled up, the
driver leaped from the car onto
.the seat behind the cyclist and
‘they started off. The policeman
fired at the terrorists and was
killed as they fired back.
~ Another policeman wounded
the motoreycle driver, dropping
him to the street. Just then the
bomb expleded with a roar
heard for miles. The other ter-
rorist and several policemen
'were killed in the blast.
Everyone in the nearby
‘ground floor consular section of
the embassy was wounded to
some degree.

Deputy Ambassador U. Alexis
Johnson was at his desk in his
{ifth-{loor office when the win-
dows shattered. Slivers of glass
cut his face. His office furniture
ywas overturned. .

Jobnson ignored his injuries
until he had supervised handling
.of the dead and ‘dispatch of the
“wounded to hospitals.

One secretary was carried out
with a U.S. Army jacket thrown
lacross her face” and decply
gashed body. Another had deep
‘wounds in the chest. At least 30
other women suffered facial
wounds, v
| Richard Robertson, a security
,official, carried his wounded
‘wife from the building.

- Another embassy official,
Richard Cleveland of Wayne,
Pa., said everyone in the office

. of Robert Miller, deputy chief of

the embassy’s political section,
aggeared injured. Miller was cut
about the face and body.

American servicemen ran to
the scene from blocks away and
idashed into the building to help
‘the injured.

“For |a few moments, hell and
‘devil appeared on the street,”
.said Army Sgt. Lyle Goodin
‘from Pekin, Ill. He was walking

-him down.

-toward the embassy, 50 Yard : ;
si’&‘?&i&e‘aﬁﬁ?&ﬁ@fﬁgﬁ?égm_gﬁmveﬁ FomHBldanen; miAmRLIT bd 000K

“lereased and that police activityl rious
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bled toward the embassy, faﬁlir?g‘
over the bodics of two police:’
men.
AVietnames e restaurant
across the street was demol-
ished, and the wooden rooms
above it erumbled. Goodin said’
e looked in the restaurant and

STATINTL

“them dead.” He heard a wound-
ed Vielnamese woman calling
irom above for help and helped
her down the broken stairway.

ssy Goodin _met

ﬁr:l;gnk?a%éx.l,)ognd :hegetv?o'*a newly arrived 4¢0-man U.S.

*joined the growing corps of Army military police detach_-4

rescuers in assisting secretaries || ™

%??sﬁttlgg;eén%%f:lllnogu t of the de- iment statement said the attack

‘ was an act of savagery and
i Cars Sct Afire murder -and that free Vietna-,
_hlmremen poured foam on the mgse would avenge the bomb-
ulks of about a dozen cars set| 2 . , :
afire by the blast. Work crews Premier Phan Huy Quat visit-|
picked up debris from the street.
" The last major terrorist attack
on an American Installation in

around the embassy also had
been increased. .
Zorthian said additional pro-
tection would be given the em+
bassy in the future, drawing on;

‘ Saigon was the Christmas Eve
bombing of the Brink Hotel, the
major U.S, officers' billet in the
capital. Two Americans were
killed and 81 Americans and
Vietnamese were injured.

A U.S, military billet at Qui
Nhon was bombed on Feb. 10,
and 23 Americans died.

Last Saturday, Communist
frogmen blasted holes in the
side of an American Landing
'Ship Tank in Da Nang harbor,
injuring a Japanese crewman.

Among earlier attempts on the
embassy was one in which a
grenade concealed in a loaf of
bread was thrown at the build-
ing. It failed to go off,

Ten days ago, police an-
nounced they had foiled a plot to
bomb the embassy. They found

%?dgggn?: f Is)lj}sé%g %);pdgglvg; outside the embassy. While the

) driver ostensibly went for help
Communist terrorists. : . ’
The sidewalk in front of the.the bomb was to explode. .

Quat called on ‘Ambassador
Johnson to discuss the bombing,

“If the Viet Cong have any
expectation of intimidating the
U.S. government and the mem-
bers of this mission by their
deed today, they are thoroughly
mistaken,” Johnson said in a
statement.

] desire to express my ad-
miration and appreciation of the
courage and reaction of the
embassy staff, Vietnamese as
well as American.”

Police sources said the plan
for bombing the embassy had
been known to both Vietnamese
and American authorities for
three weeks. They said the plan
was to use a motorcycle or car
loaded - with exploslves which
would suffer “motor failure”

ent. ‘
A South Vietnamese govern

ed American and Vietnamese:
wounded and offereci his govern-,
ment's medical facilities to the:
; American mission. A

‘Embassy is cordoned off with In the consulate scetion Thom-

barbed wire. Vietnamese police as Wilson, 37, of Sault, Ste..
are alyays on duty outside the Marie, Mich., said he heard the

: shots and asked an aide, Edith

];ll.'znifles 152}6 and Marine guards Smith, _of Ev?lillstolr)h I}g - " tggy
The embass is on H Nehi were automonbile b lr“ﬁ.‘ 3
Streei, :‘rgiig Ssaigon atrl::'ough- replied she though, they wers.

.fare half a mile from the presi- shots. ) o
ientlal palace. 'fraffic moves Lookiag out the vindow, the“_»' '
‘freely on the street. saw the parked car and started!

"The embassy was to be re- to flee. Other employes took’

. > -~ Irefuge under their desks. i
placed eventually because it has; s Vjctnamese employe stood:

no fire escape and was so0 close by the window looking into the
{to the street. ’ street and died as t! e blast blew

* Red China’s New China News| in the window.
ilson, a vice

Agency reported the embassy’ w
. .glightly ~ scratched and Miss
bombing without' comment to-;Smith was not serioisly hurt,
day. . ~ 1 Robert Burke, 42, from Wask-
U.S. Embasay spokesman ington, D.C., said tle blast blew

:Barry Zorthian said the embas- the air conditioner i-1to his office
. on the third floor. de said sec-
-6y _had many reports in recent|retaries in the office were in-

{months that the Viet Cong in-|jured but most put away classi-
apers and materials before
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