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D TO GO TO SOUTH VIETNAM

! . (Mr. PEPPER (at the request of Mr.
ROOSEVELT) was granted permission
. to extend his remarks at this point in

the Recorp and to. include. extraneous, .

: matter.)

" WIr. PEPPER. Mr. Speaker, I am ex- -

. ceedingly pleased to see that Maj. Gen.
Edward G, Lansdale is being sent to
“South Vietnam as a speclal asuistant to

" Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, T in- .-
.clude the ammouncement in the Wash- -
* ington Post of August 20 as a part of my -

; remarks.

General Lansdale’s appointment is be- "

. ing regarded—and properly so, I think—-'.

¢ as a clear indication of President John- . .

- son's desire to meet the challenge of .
. Communist subversion and aggression .

( on the political front as well as on the
: military front. I share his hope that the

. military situation will improve as rapidly . wide

1 a8 possible so that more and more em-

. phasis can be given to the political

- struggle in Vietnam-—-to the contest for
the allegiance "of the individual Viet-
- namese citizen.

It is also my hope, Mr. Speaker, that-

© we will push the political initiative out-
- side of Vietnam—in the rest of south-
east Asia, in Africa, and in Latin Amer-
" ica. I believe we could find a natlon in
- each of these areas whose leaders would
" be willlng to have our help in moving
rapidly toward social Justice and a
. broadly based . economic prosperity.

' 8ueh a’ country, with our aid, could be- :

"-come & showcase of progress, an example
»and a challenge to the leaders and peo-
i ple of surrounding countrics.

veast Asla could have a profoundly fa-
. vorable effect on the course of the strup-
!gle in South Vietnam, by showing the
:people of that area what the United
i States could help them accomplish once

: the Vietcong were rejected mihtauly and’

¢ politically.

We need not wait for military action

to create a new environment for such an
inmatlve in another southeast Asian
+ country.  We can expand our political
- offensive apainst communism now and

+ T think we should be as willing to sup-~

s port this effort financially as we are to |
" provide whatever may ‘he necessary in

the way of funds to support our military ?

E effort.

LANsnALE 00 VIETNAM: STRESSES A POLITICAL !

SoruTION
(By Stanley Karnow)
The administration has appointed Maj.
«, Gen. Edward G. Lansdale as speclal assistant
: to Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge at Saigon
. in what {3 regarded here as a reflection of
¢ growing concern that the U.S. approach to

" Vietnam has become too miiltarized and too |

;. Americanized,
\ An unorthodox and controversinl figure,

-Lansdale is to aim broadly at essential polit- -

-ieal, social, economic, and psychological

. factors thnt, many specialists feel, have been
© neglected In the recent American buildup
' in Vietnon, ’
“In several ways we're missing the point

i out there,” a source close to Lansdale claims,
: “The Communists are waging revolution in

© all its dlmensions, whﬂe our slde is merely o

. fighting o war.”
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| : > And such.
i an example in another country in south- .
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One of Lansdale's initial efforts after his’
arrival in Vietham next week will be to es-
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by being lgnored bombed or smothered by

Thcse strong opinions reportedly hrimtcd

Sceretary of Defense Robert McN
tablish closer bonds between Vietnamese . mlilgary advisers. ore McNamera and

It is understood that -

leaders both in Salgon and In the country= iyey opposed Lansdale's present assignment.

slde.

ing the tenure of former Ambassador. Max-
well Taylor, whose mission tended to plan
programs without consulting local authori-
ties.

to Saigon but were overruled by President
Ties with the Vietnamese wore thin dur- Johnson.

Lansdale’s views, however, caught the at- '.

tention of several legislators, among them
‘Benator TmroMmas Dobp, Democrat, of Con- .
;necticut, Tarly this year he proposed to the '

Lansdale 1s sald to believe that little prog- iPresident that Lansdale and other experi~’

~political realp)l, unless a sense of trust xs'
restored bolween Americans and Vietnameso,'

_He will also strive to contact Vietnamn's
" wide variety of political and religious fac-.
tlons in hope of hclping them find somo.
comimon ground for unity.

Some analysts submit that meda]es
longer-term objective is to strengthen anti«
Communist clements should future negoti~'
atlons prescribe elections in Vietnam. The.
Geneva Accord of 1054 scheduled nations!
elections, which wcere postponed.;
largely because anti-Communist forces felt:'
too wenk to contest them,

To nesist in bis operation, Lansdale hna

recruited a “politlcal action team’ compris<

ing a dozen speclallsts, Like Tansdale him-i

seclf, some fought the Communist-led Huk

rehels In the Philippines in the early 19650's."
Others inciude ofilcials of the U.S. Informa-}
tlon Agency, Fentagon, and Central Intelll-,
genece Agency.

One member dates his familiarity witln
- Vielnam back to World War II, when he!
parachuted into the area to help form an.
anti-Japanese guerrilia force, On and off!
he served in Vietnam until September 1964, :
when he was dismissed by _Admlml Taylor:
for what was unofiiclally described 'as ‘“‘un--
- conventional conduct” in the line of duty.:

Commenting on that dismissal at the timo, :
one U.8. official in Saigon saldr "Wo don’t’

want Lawrences of Asia.”

Like Col. T:. E. Lawrence, who rallied the‘
Arabs to the Allied cause in World War I,:
Lunsdale has inspired admiration, ndl-
. cule-—and above all, controversy.

As a CIA operative in Salgon in 1954, lm
backed Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh
Diem against President' Elsenhower’s spe-:
cial representative, Gen. J. Lawton Collins,:
who favored a coalition of Vletnnmese
leaders,

In their transparently fictious: novcl
Willinm Burdick and Willlam Lederer de-'
picted Lansdale g & sensitive, selfless.
S“Ugly Amerlcan' who sympathized with’
Asian aspirations. FHowever, British author
Grahmn  Greene personificd him as a

.nmvelv idealistic "Qulet American.” -
Tarly in 1961, President Xennedy scnc
i Lansdale back to-South Vietnam to assess
the growing insurgency there, . Lansdale
treturned considerably disillusioned by the:
,Dmm regime’s m(apadty to motivate and
- mohilize tts people,

I Lansddle believed that US involvement’
in Vietnam bhad to stress polltical and soclal’
, activities to win popular support, This view
| was particwlarly contested in the Pentagon‘
| by oflicials who argued: “Let’s fight first and
worry about politics Inter.” . ]

Sharp disagreoments led to Lansdale's re-"
tirement in 1061. In recent ycars he has:
publicly criticlzed U.S. pollicy in Vietnam, re-:
{torating his theme that militery action alono
cannot improve the situation.

REVOLUTIONARY IDEA

Writing In Forelgn Affairs last October, for
exampile, he expressed doubt that bombings
of the kind now carried out in South and:
North Vietnam would be effective. e wrote: !
“The Communists have let loose & revolu-:
_tlonary idea in Vietnam, and it will not die:

TO DUILD UP RED FOLS "‘

ress can be. achieved, particularly in the enced Amerlcans be sent to Salzon Lo estub-

lish- liajson  with the Vicinamwese Army,
Buddhists, intcilectuals, nnd local lcaders. A

Acting on that counsel, Paasiclent Johnson
nstructed Ambassandor Lodge to inclucie

Lansdale in his mission. As far s Is known,.
‘Vielnamese lecaders were not cohsulted on.
Lonsdalo's appointment.

Americans familiar with the stresses withe:
in the U.8. mission in Salgon heclieve that
Lansdale’'s unorthodox manner may incur the
opposit\on of cerfain Amerlcrm officers in
Vietnam,

A Tar greater worry—sald to dlst.urh L'mq-'
drle as well—is that he may be expected to’
perform mirncles in Vietnam. "'If he doesn't.
produce a mirnole,” says one U.8. ofliclal, “his;
friends will be dlsappolntpd and his onenies:
dolighted.’; i ., ¢,
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