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Calls Mew Code ‘Act of Justice’\
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By TAD SZULC ;

. Specl: " to TR2 T {

MADRID, Déec. 21 — Genet- Spain’s non-Cathelics. The leg-|

alissimo Francisco Franco was islation has been in preparation :

reported to have told two vis-{for more than 10 years. ‘

fting Jewish leaders from the
United States today that
Spain’s new legislation on free-
dom of religion was “an act of
simple justice.”

His comment came during &

CGeneral Franco, it was under-}
stood, also recalled during thel
conversation the orders he gave
Spanish diplomatic and consu-{:
lar officials in Europe during :
World War 1I to offer protec-}.

925-minute conference at Tl Par-
do Palace here with Dr. Wil-
Jiam A. Wexler of Savannah
Ga., president of B'nai B'rith,
a Jewish scrvice organization,

Bnal Brith's office of Inter-
national affairs.

They discussed Spanish religious
questions with both the Pontiff
and General ¥Franco.

The legislation, now expect-

ship by non-Catholics.
Because this predominantly

minoritiss will still not enjoy
full equality here.

jces or teachings in schools,
armed forces aud prisons. -

in to say that I»
freedom of worshin

tion to Jews persecuted by the|

and Sz=ul E. Joftes, of Falls clsewhere in Europe. Many of
Church, Va., director genoral of them were descendants of Jews"_
‘oxpelled from Spain in 1492,

The two officials visitedifor thousands of Jews fleeing,
Tadrid after a meeting in Rome!Nazt persccution and seeking)
Monday with Pope Paul VLito get to the United States,

iLatin America and elsewhere. °)
'z

ed to go before Parliament for|State had recoivad 2, B'nal Brith|
final approval Jan. 20, cst:zh-lpresidcnt. In 1963, he receivad:

Yishes legal protection for wor-

Catholic nation accepts Roman{Franco became the first Span-!
Catholicism as the state veligion,|ish chief of state since the 1492
Jews, Protestants and other|expulsion to roceive formally}’
iths lezcers of Spain’s Je ishi.

!community. Since then, Jewish,
There are approximatoly 35.-lcongregations have been allow-|
€00 Protestants and 6.00C Jewsled to organize as eivil sncieties;’
land the Governmeat has spon-:’
Jow them to worship openly inisored a museum of Jewish avty
clearly marked churches andlin Toledo. A Hcbraw school he-

+  synagogues, to form religioust
gssociations, to cclebrate civillweek.
marriages, and to be buried inj
their own cemeteries. They alsoiin their talks with Spanish of-}!
will be free from obdligatory :
participation in Cathelic serv-

in Spain, The new aw will al-

thibit of the art of the Spanishi!

After Dr. Wexler and Mr.,
Joftes expressed satisfaction{told the Tope Monday of their|
over the now law, Caneral Fran-{plans to moecet with Cencraly
co is reportad to hnve broken!Franco, the Ponllif asked them!
ation onlto transmit his compliments to!
apresantedithe Spanish leader. They cid so,

Nazis, :

Under that policy, Spaln at- '
ranged for the rctwm here of}.
large numbars of Jews living!

Spain also providad transit vieasg'

Dr. Wexler's meeting with
General Franco marked the sce-
ond time the Spanish chict of!

Label Katz, then the organiza-
tion’s head.
Nearly two yearsago General;

<hi

zan functioning in Madrid last.

Dr. Wexler and Mr. JOftCS,:‘:‘

ficials today, suggested an ex-i.
Jews to tour the United States.|’

1t was understood that when
the two F'mai DBrith officials!
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2 “simple act of justice” fortoday. ‘ ‘;
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