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! tral Intelligence Agency i fol-
‘ lowing orders to the letter in
South Viet Nam. according to
President Kennedy. .

And so, by that curious logic
that compounds the mysiery of
any hush-hush opcration. the
CIA chief in Saigon is beinp
“transterred.”

[his was the President’s word
for what others have called o
sacking of Joha Richardson,
the CiA chief in question. Mr.
Kennedy brought up Richard-

| son's name himsclf in denying
1 the CIA was carrying out in-

dependent operations in South
Vier Nam.

He called” Richardson o
dedicated public servant.”

RICHARDSON'S return
here for reassignment follows
a series of dispatches from
South Viet Nam’ alleging the
CIA had gone into business tor
itsclf. accounting for the con-
fusion over precisely wha
Jmpact President Npo Dink
Dicm’'s repressive policies were
“havine on the U.S.-supported
twar against the Communis:
¢ Vict Cong guerrillas.

i The President defend:d the
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Charpes arc unfair and certify-,
ng that it has ‘done a goddi
ob." !
“hirocKennedy was primed
‘or the yuestion at his newss
Conference, He noted he had
ooked through the record.
‘very carcfully” over the ld<t
tinc months and found nothing.
o indicate the CIA “has done’
wyrthing but support policy.”
Hc called the stories inspired
by R'ch.nrdnon s rmorted uam-
er as “surmises.’ '

SUT THE FACT is that
Richardson's status was ordered
hanged after the stories ap-’
cared, not before, leaving the
lstmu impression that he was

victiny of possible differcnces
mh cither the new ambassador,
Jenry Cubot T.odge, or with’

Juthorities back here.
The former director of the: -

-IA. Allen Dulles, recognized
Richurdson’s recall and the

torics of U.S. differences over,
ow to dcal with the Diem.
cgime as a- classic case nf
inding a *goat.™

It may be better for r,Hc.
IA "o be tarred in the;
Yicinamese niess,” Dulles was:
uoicd as saving, than the

-Hresident or seerctary of state, |
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