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hes his full dignity and mt.emtr

olly sanction the lnbemnt. decelt

N NO war in West.em mstorr
" were espionage, counter-uplo-
nage, sabotage and subversion
conducted on so vast a scale as In

the second World War. This was
almost neceasarily so in view of

the fact that the greater part of
continental Europe was under
Axis occupation for five years and
that, in the .conquered areas, espl-

onage in its various forms was'
the only means that: defiant,
patriots - had of - resisting . their

enemles effectively. Thousands' of
men and women from 'every walk

" of life participated in clandestine

operations, sometimes independ-
ently, sometimes under the direc-

* tlon of the intelligence services of
the belligerent powers. 'I‘heir tasks

were &t times quite as exciting

and glamorous as those of the .
agents in the novels of E. Phillips

Oppenheim and Ian Fleming:

more frequéntly ' they ‘were mere -
" matters of routine. But glamorous °
- or dull; they were almost invari- .
- ably dangerous, and' & very high Y
_-bercentage of those whe carried f
- 1Rt

them out died violent deaths at
the hands of the enemy. "

" There are already a great many .
"books In print about espionage:In .
‘World War II: but thefe is none .

that {3 as comprehensive In. lﬁs

| " coverage or as free from exaggera-

tion in {ts approach IB Ladislas

. Farago’s “Burn After Reading.” It

is refreshing to find a writer on
this subject who admits at the
outset that he neither approves of
espionage nor has much admirg-
tlon for its practitioners. Formerty
Chief of Research and Planning

in the U. 8. Navy's Special War-
. fare Branch, M. Farago knows

his subject; but his long experi-
ence with it led him, he tells us,

. :“to, come th regard some of the *
- business with a mild contempt, in
(. the »pirlt of Virgil, who warned

that vice is nourished by secrecy.

- Much of the business fa rather
_childish, a relapse of growt‘s men

the game. What usually began
temporary skulduggery fre-

4
tried like an ugly scar for the
gst of thelr lives.” It is melan«
tRoly, he adds, to observe the re-
ts of this in “the dismal way"
which espionage has today been
rned into an enduring instru.
nt{ of natiohal power, “‘even by
eat nations of traditional de~
duey.” .

..
‘Thanks to his bias, Mr. Farago

hough there are occasions when
k seems to think too highly of the

nt informing it that Japan had

- Union, "eertql ly saved Moa-
* in 1921 and %

. the invasion
over-state-

{ the work of
ekr,

oyed. as well ; sscriptions of
CANrious resist-

ane
Yised

me to whlch no "adult who cher- "“'

iently led to corruption that thel .
[ hoc practitioners of the gams| i}

the 0. 8.

ding
wWilliapt J. Domnn. who founded

ttdnal, Erpop.
%o the Boviet' Unioh. There

-‘llh

chspteuonth'e

y' British counter-lntem-
gence to.wnfuse the énemy
. | days when s German invs

1 Grett. aﬂuln ‘was still &

7, ot the Sovlet upbnue

rlagd, on the jnade-

who directed the Hatening post at
Berne, ‘and Mr. Parago’s own su-

perlor in

0. .N. L, Admiral Ellls

M. Zacharlas. -

tential effectiveriess of intelli-|
noe—whien be says, for exampla, |
at ' the Sorge spy ring's reports fil:
Tokyo to the Soviet govern< |:

ided agalnst atiacking the So- |

. finds here|
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A. Craig is Professor of.
Htstory at Stanford University.:
frains from glorifying the spies| .

o parade through his pages, re-|
Fqrding their activities with an| ™
mirable detachment. Moreover,
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