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Crlppled Cuban Stands Hours

Fnends

an Wi-|

4 g %glbét
is right leg at the ”an of Pigs
--Ap#l, 1861, stood on his
tehes. “at Homestead Air
“Rorce Base 1ntil the eal 1y hours
this" morhihg’

1 “J;/ just got my new leg and
“Hurts to Wwedr it but I want
e muc;lachos coming " from

astio’s grisons to.see mé with
to mak them feel better.”
When “the' first prisoners—
ey call themselves “mucha~
$" or. “boys”—began getting
ff the first plane from Cuba
ere at 6:06 o'clock last night,
fhey did indeed see smiling
uyan Figueras, There weie 109
f ‘the ransomed prisoners of
he invasion on that plane and
uan ‘ekchariged lusty back-
lapping embraces with fully
alf of them.
But Juan, most of al, was
jaiting for the arrival of his
other, Wilrede, 22, who was
hot on thel fitst- few flights
rom, Cuba_ to the Umted
tates The young men’s "sister,
iss Nory Figu@ras, 45, of 4600
t N.W. was un-

o

' Eaxer fqr

on

W1fred9 5 ;rien \;"1; t{he Hirst
roup S&ld,‘ ~was thin and
uffering B what from
thma, but; looking Fforward
agerly to being reynited with
about 60 of his 1eLat1ves now
iving in exile here.

Twelve, of the -60 prisoners
'who were released Jast April
|because of WOunds or sickness
formed . gugrd of honor in the
yellow, shirt@ that have becomeé
the symbol of their resistance
to Mr, fastro.

They stood In two ranks:
JJuan Figueras on his crutches
and, artificial leg; Maj. Noelio
Montero wearing a jacket over:
hig “uniform”; another mem-
ber of the a,ssault brigade with
an empty leeve and vyet
a glove conceal-

ianother
&his prifici

when the blue-and-whitg Pan
American World Airways
DC-6B taxied to 'a halt shortly
after.6 pm.

Immigration and health offi-
cers boarded the plane, accom-
panied hy port receptionist
Maria Luisa Bolivar, a petite
Puerto Rican brinette. As the
first prisoner, Arfnando Lastra,
walked briskly down the steps,
the 12 swarmed over him and
those who followed. }

Some Grin Broadly

Some of the prisoners grinned
broadly but -others marched
resolutely and mnsmilingly to
the waiting buseg, Some carried
their paliry personal belong-
ings in woven canc bags. Others
were empty-handed.

One man, older than most,‘
of the prisoners, carried only a
carved imaze of Mary and the
infant Jesus. Another carrted a
box of Havanh cigars “and
shouted repeatedty: “Viva Cuba
T.ibre. Viva
nedy.”

The prisoners did not. wear‘
the yellow sport ghirts Mr,.Cas-
tro inténded as & badge{b{_ dis-
‘henor, .

The freed meh sald the yel-
low shirts werg taken away
from them, and the¥ say “with

reason that Fidel Castro real
ized belatedly that the shirts
and the color yellow has be-
come a symbol: of the hatred
the exiles bear ms regime

They wore plwin { ﬂnu’*ts
but only until,the mrn,force
was able to ﬁutfit -them in
khaki shirts sn@l trousers.

attack appearefl thin but in
reasonably goof physicals con-
dition. Enrique. Ruiz Williams,
one of the leaders of the in-
vasion, flew to_Havans to ac=
company the man back to Flor-
ida on the first flight.

He sald the men told him
they began to_get better food
in September 45 ransom nego-
tiations progre: sed to the point

But they quickly broke rﬁnks "

resident | Ken-|.
ithat of the ledders of the

|ing &

The survivops of the ill-fated|

“Before that” said the husHy
41-year-old ex-prisoner,. “‘qfe:
ate only Chinese beans and ride.
The beans, we called “patua 0
muerte beans” (this is a ref-
erence to their “fatherland pr
death” . slogan). “They tasfe
like f.he dirt on the ground.
almost . never saw meat ‘a d

when we ai g} {t was rotten.”
“No .ong in, i

few,” the regls
“so you.-cail X

Some of
thin as to~
Dr. Carlos ]
for his two !
“|guel, gnd his
was ynable to Boni prehend t;
his "loved ones were here ahd
safe. Tears streamed down kis
cheeks as he walkedl with thgm
fo the bus, his apns aroupd:
their thin shoulders. .
The longest wajt of all

ban . exile colony. The fiFst
arrivals last night passed
word’ that ¥, Céastio was ho d-

the tmportant pris

ers 1oi thﬁ last plane.
,aiﬁing for their sons at

‘Ernésto Freyre, one of
‘chief negotiators for the Culfan
Families Committee  which
spearheaded the barter of
for medicines; Jose Miro Cpr-
‘dong, bresident of the Culfan
Revplutionary  Council, nd
Antonio de Varon, Mr. Mifo’s
chief lieutenant.

Leaders Retyrning Last

Mr. Preyre waited until eqrly-
todﬁy for the return of his 18-
yea¥-old son, Tiea. Mr. Miro:
stayed to greet His som,
Mire Torra, and Mr, Varong to:
welcome his 88y, “Catlos.

Also awaited were the fljree
military leaders the ‘lktle
foree that was overwhelmeq at
the place the Cubans call Jthe
Plays Giron: Manuel Artgme,
Eneido ‘Oliva and Jose Ppar

Roman. ‘ *”“‘““‘
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Four Cubﬁins; returned last, Api’ilﬁ in a gréup of 60 sick and wounded

prisoners of war, wait at Homestead Air Forge Base near Miami yesterday
to geet theéir buddies, Left to right are Carlos Allen, Juan' Figuares,
Jose Ignacio Smith-and Luis Morse, jr.—AP Wirephoto.
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