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]” D.m. and he proved rignt. He
‘ 41s0 said he knew who I was,

Ithough -I had not {figured
‘ublic]y in the matter up 'til
| fhen.”

Some of the prisoners al-}]..

‘Aeady had arrived from the
le -6f Pines about 10:30 am.

'F'HES_W'ETE UIT DOaIU UIIC S

and-. the comphcated trans~

A young Washington lawyey
today described how he par-
leved with Fidel Castro on the
day the Bay of Pigs prisoner
were released before issuing th
order for unlgading of the ran-
som ship in Havana.

portation ’ problem that hdd
necoqsmated the loading of

some supplies in which e
Cubans Had expressed no in-
terest.

“The ship was not to be. un-
loaded until the word came
from me,” said Mr. Prettyman.

E. Barrett Prettyman, Ir,, 37,
SOM ;gour%yoi Ap'b’eal
Judge E. Barrett Prettx}p@g,

irm o

a’ membér of the Taw
Hogan and Hartson. He came
into the prisoner-release nego-
tiations two wecks ago and was
a key man in Havana for Jame
B. Dongvan and the Cuban
PFamilies Committee. \

In an exclusive interview with
The Star, Mr. Prettyman dis+
closed the reason for his unex
pected flight from Havana t
Homestead Air Force Base, Fla
with the fifth planeload o
prisoners on Christmas Eve, Mr
Prettyman said his mission wa
to obtain permission fro
United States authorities for
the families of the freed pris
oners to leave Cuba on th
rahsom ship SS African Pilot

“¢The Alrican Pilot was sched
uled to depart Havana today foy
Port Everglades, Fla. with 1,00
women and children, relative
of the released prisoners. N

ad males were permitted t
leg¥e Red Cuba.)
Mr. Prettyman -said thi

appy task was a total sur
prise to him. - His primar
purpose¢ for going to Havan
was to help explain what sup
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“About 5
were satisfied that Castro was
keeping his word and Cuban

stevedores began unloading the

. hlp 2

It was just about that time;

that Premier Castro allowed

part with full loads of prison-
ers. T he airlift was completed
next day.

Mr. Prettyman gave this ac-

count of his role in the ténse,|

last-minute arrangements;: for
the exchange of the
Cuban rchels for an estimated
$53 million in American medi-
cal supplies and foods:

“With other members of the
Red Cross and Cubarn Families
Committee, I flew to Cuba éarly
Saturday (Dec. 22) on a plane
carrying some of the supplie:

noon, I worked in g little office

girl using a duplicating ma-

chine to make extra copies of|

the invoices and going gver the
invoices with Dr laf‘Onala
Scheele.

“Then I heard™ =ngtmg
oufside and I saw Figfl stand-
ing near one of ourf planes.
THere was 8 crowd around
him and he was talking with
Dr. Scheele (Leonard Scheele,
former United States Su%
‘General). 1 walked over to
them and Dr...Schecle . in-
troduced me tﬂ Fidel. " HI

handshake was firm and his 1

manner was formal

Wait for SIup 41

“There was no bantering.
We talked through an inter-
preter, a Maj. Rene Vallejo.
'The major and Mr. Castro

| wore military uniforms like our|

Army fatigues, with vx501 Capsy
and side-arms.”

At this stage, Mr. Prcttyman;

said, the conversation was gole-;
ly zboiit the operation. He said
Fidel wanted to know - ho

many planes had arrived,
was being uhloaded from ¢
and when the ship would ¥

por‘r o

aaﬁf “‘&'asﬂg%

.m. on Sunday, we;

the first af four planes to de-|:

1,113y

and we landed at San Antenio}
de los Banos military airficlcd}
about '6:30 a.m. Until ngarlyy

at the air base with a Cuban s

eon

can Pilot wo:%ldn’t be m unuje

three. transport planes with,
uban insignia, Mr. Prettyman
hid. The plane, however, tax-
#d to the other side of the
deld and the men were placed

some kind of a compound,’
. Prettyman declared.

“T told Castro he could appre~

CPYRGHT

ate that there had to be good
hith gestures on both sides,”!
[r. Prettyman recailed. "Wc?
ganted the prisoners released
pfore the ship was unloaded.
said the ship wasn't to be
mioaded until word came from
e and the Shlp was 40 mll'“S
“deel said he would, get . mc
# car right away. I said it was
t just @ matter of my being’
ere, and repeated that some
the prisoners should be re-
ased.  He said it would he
dered t0 happen at 5 o'clock.”
Mr, Prettyman said he and
®r. Scheele mpde it cl?m to]
e Premiet how  complichted
gnd difficu task it Had been
b assemblf a&n'd tra%nspl}?%rt the
f5t quantitiey of suppl,les in
st gwo weeks time.
At about: 1Z: 30 hc said, Mr.
onovan  and shington at-
brney John . oan arrived at
S e bl TThe discussion
ntmucd. unm Mr. Donovan’
i he wanited to talk to Castro;
private. Mr. Prettyman said
e brarded Cuban leader and |

i

if

one side with the

inter- W
reter. .

Fo
i

“Whrn the private .fonfah
as over, Fidel g¥ked Tt wed
dd lunch,” MY. ?rettyman 18-
hted, “We ate’ in a Cuban
fficers club and then were
riven to -the dock hy two’
i fuban Army prlvateq in"an old/
bldsmobile. It ‘was nearly %
m. when we got to the Afri-
.fan Pilot becaus€ the drivers
'ere not sure where it was.”

#T went aboard and talked to
apt. Alfred Boerum and thenI
rent to a phone to do some more
hecking. It- was nearly 5

‘clock when Fidel arrived gt
¢ dock. He came in the first
ar  of s four-car motorcade.
He rode in front with the
river, the next two cars were
i ide by side.and the foulth car
ame along behind.”

The tmen in the other cars
Tr.  Prettyman sald, were
milltary - personnel.”” When
‘idel travels, the car lights are

\'\RD mmzwmq

i motnreades slow dowd for
Lop-signs, the lawyer said.

=-Broaklyn lawyer went off{fe

“T introduced Castro to the
aptain,” he said. “and we
alked about how long it would
ake to unload.. Fidel said it
would be completed in 24 hotirs.
The captain emphasized the
mportance.-of doing it carefully
ecause much of the matetial
was fragile,

Gives Green Light

“At that point, we were satls-
ried thabt the bargain- would e
m%pt -and authorized them to:

iart  unloading, - The first;
laneload of prisoners leff: at
bout the same time.” ¥

. It was about this time, Mr‘
Brettyman said, that he ze-
tived about the rarest invitd-
tjon an American can get these
nys—an offer to take a tour
of Havana with Fidel Castro.

 “T was standing on the deck
with Maj. Vallejo while Fidel
posad. for some pictures withi
[American Red Cross personnel
a4 I idly asked where Ernesti
[Hemingway’s hou'w was,” Mr.{
Prettyman said. “He pointed to!

2 npot on the skyline and asked!
if I'd like to see it. I said I ex=

Jlpented Mr. Donovan to come by
and that I'd better wait.

“Maj. Vallejo left for a
minute and then came hback
and said Fidel wanted to take
ma himself. You just don't say
‘No’ to something s like that.
Fidel had - the eaptain, Dr.
Scieele and the Associated
Press pool reporter in his car
and I got into the second one
with five military men.

“It took us half an hour to:
drive throygh Havana to the!
Hemingway home. The gate of;
the fence was closed. W= stood |
on the steps of the one st.mzvg
house and talked while they.
sent for Hemmm/av s caretaker (
to let us in.

“Everything iz as he left It
The house stands on a hill and;
from one window yvou can see:
the. sea. The caretaker showed
us every room and every knick-
knack. We saw the board
Hemingway kept under his bed
for his sore back and the table
in his Ybedroom where he
1s chest high
an old type-.

Ygsglinad:a

writer there.




- d.

Questioned on Author
“All of us, even Castro, asked

questions about Hemingway.
The caretaker obviously had
adored Hemingway and told us
all about his routines Fidel be=
came much more relgxed in’
the author’s home and began
speaking in English for . the'
first time. ’

“Castro talked about Hem-
Ingway’s habits and said he
had known him in earlier
times but had not seen him.
toward the end of his stdy in
Cuba. He seemed ta admire the
man mote than his writings.

“We looked at Hemingway's
mementoes—an ivory figurine
of ‘an elephant, a piece of a
meteorite, his paintines. a
Karsh photo of the author and
mhi]arious cartoon, apparently

referring to “The Old Man and}
the Sea.” It showed Heming-
way snarling with a line in the
water attached to the carcass
of a fish.

“] examined his books and
he had them in every room but
the kitchen. I was struck by
the oddness of the collection.
They ranged over subjects from
star - gazing to - submarines.
They all seemed well worn. In
the kitchen, there was a TV
set and the carstaker said
Hemingway used to come in
to make bets with his servants
on the fights.”

“Castro seemed tired when
we. were in the kitchen and}
he sat on a stool while we all}
Ileaned against the icebox and}

agamst the walls to continue}
the conveérsation. I asked Fidel
if he had an opinion about
Hemingway's death. He said
he thought Hemingway had
been a very sick man.

“The caretaker said Heming-
way had called about five days
before his death and said he
was not well. The man said
Hemingway told him he'd al-
ways have a job.

“Fidel said Mrs. Hemingway
had asked permission to take
away some 6f her husband’s
pictures angd. Books after his
death. He said. he had per-
mitted her to do it. I suggested
to Castro that he might invite
her to come to Havana. He
said they had a ‘good relation-
ship’ with Mrs. Hemingway.”

Not Smoking
Mr. Prettyman said he no-
ticed that Castro did not smoke
during all the time they were
itogether and it seemed to
bother him when someone else
did. Castro has been known as

a heavy smoker of cigars.

“At about 7:30 pm., we left:
to tour Havana and we drove!
to a huge 10-story housing
project surrounding a park

kids,” Mr.” Prettyman said.’

u;

i|whether it was by the week or

“Castrn told us pecople were!
chosen  for the apartments:
on the basis of the size of their:
families. One family in the;
crowd had six children, another,
had 10. ]

“Castro sald the rent was
fixed at 10 per cent of a fam-
ily’s income but he didn’t say

by the month. Fidel asked one
‘man what he psgid and the
‘man said 16.40 pegos.”

(The peso is figured to be
worth about eight cents now
but actually is unacceptable in
world markets. Therefore, it
has value only in"Cuba.)

Then the motorcade went
hack to the ship. A huge truck
loaded with Gerber’s baby food
passed and Fidel appeared to
be cheerful,» Mr, Prettyman
said. The Cuban leader re-
peated his prediction that the
ship would be unloaded in less
than 24 hours and said he
would declare a 24-hour truce
with the United States, Mr.
Prettyman recalled.

“The captain said hed spt
‘his watch to be sure he was
gone when the fruce ended.
‘and Fidel laughed genially,” Mr. |
‘Pretyman said. “I thanked him
‘and he said it had been a good
trip as we shook hands. After
‘dinner T went to bed in thei
iHavana Libre Hotel which is;
;sumptuous and obviously al
‘show-place. They gave

Dr { C
i Scheele and myself a suite of

1rooms.

‘
i

[ Excitement at Airfield

| “Next day (December 24) I;"
Jhristmas Eve night. He be-
Pves his connection with the

was up at 7 and called for a ¢ar |
ito take us out to the alr ficld.

;When we got thetre, we found{

.great excitement and confusion.
Word had come that Fidel had
agrecd to let the families of
the prisoners go to the United
States.

. “My mission was to obtam ]
|pe1m1<smn from United States|

jauthorities and . many others
connected with the project and
send- word back fo Cuba how

second plane with a contingent
of prisoners.”

“(This was the Clipper Bald

109 prisoners. Reporters saw
Mr. Prettyman hasten down the
‘stairway and drive away in a
waiting car but did not at that
time know. who he was. Later,
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Mr. Prettyman left Florida
p time to tejoin his family

uban prisoners’
Fer now. )
“It has been,” he said with

exchange is

oreat restraint,
»

many could go. I left on thel

Eagle which touched down at};
Homestead at 10:25 a.m. with}:

he ‘told a press conference he
had been asked to join in mak-
ing transportation arrange-
ments by Mr. Nolan.)

“I told our people about the |

relatives. We had to clear it
with the shipping line, Immi-
gration, Customs and many
others.”
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“a busy two
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