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1w Ransom Operatlon
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'ﬂy ih the W‘#Uk of Dec.

White House that Fdab
bsiro - had dgmedd to 0%
deange ; 1,113 prisoners —

for some -$53 ‘mifligh worth
drugs, -medical ~supplies
!u special ‘foods,” The cost
the Tespue THaficuver was
it at over $22 million.
obody tfusted Castro. But
tile. word_also came from the

Mr. Riesel

Russians, Few. trusfed them, either. Bul the
massive rescue nrgneuver was”launched by
Rob. Kennedy. He whs lold it would take some
four ‘months to delivjr the str‘angESt ransbm in
1nst0ry f.o the Cubany soviet.

AC QN ;;pmrmttee was sel up
in-siffe e gdverhme . In oné fashion or anoth-
er  the Justice Dep rtment, ‘the Labor Depari-
wient, the Commerfe Department, the State
Department and evep the Treasury Department
were involved. And, pf course, the White House
and t e intelligenWe PRRApe e i

& obisTive. W

R

w-s

:to put together this huge
amount of material Jwithout involving the gov-
crnment officially. The decision was to coordi-
nate this publicly 4 rough the Red Cross.

To each its own, ih effect, was the operational
slogan inside the -goyernmenl action group. One
department contacigd the, railroads — 26 of
them were needed fmmediately, including the
vital but tiny Port Everglades Belt Railway.

This is the switduing line whch shurfté ‘the
cars from the main fine to the dock. Soon some
19 refrigeraior cars|and 40 box'cars weré’as-
signed 1o haul the r n,omem O %S Tar O
as Indianapolis, Atlahta,” omsvﬁlb New (4]

ans and St Josegh, Mo. i
Then someone cqntacted Pan American for

Intelligétive $otirces. told-

fany of them' stretvher cases E’I‘radeq Dept. He in turn worked wih the depart-:

wPlanes. And Bomeonc telephoned the Farrel

. "} "Lines, whiéh fsually ‘Tuns ships to Africa. It
H{#mipplied the ngw tathed Affican Pilot, 2 modi-

lied C4 with a crew of 32. Fifteen steamship

‘,lines agreed to pay-&ll of the ship's operating

. -costs. Now came the men, including a crew from
the National Maritime Union.' ™

THEN A SPECIAL problem arose. Labor was
needed to load those planes arid the ship. Civil-
Jan mongy had to b raised for'this operation,
tog. A govErmment agency conlsicted AFL-CIO
president George Meany. He called on Paul Hall,
the Paul Bunya,nesque seaferers' chief, who dou-
bles as president of the AFL-CIO Maritime

ment's exetytive secretary - ireasurer, Peter
MeGavin, 0™
o They reckoned they’d need from 300 to 500
rnen iningedia®ely to work round the clock. But
who would pay for their labor? In the Fort
Ia;gdordalp area, for - example, there was no
stévedoring firm of size to pick up the tab as had
the. steaniship line® and the railroads and the
tryelkers who were hauling stuff to the rails,

Furthérmore, brothers Meany and Hall and
MeGavin wanted lgbor to stand shoulder to
shoulder with' industry and government in Op-
eration Rdnsom So the labgr leaders began re-
cryiting the cargo handlers. -

‘ms WAS A man - sized job. At least 16
ga,ngs of 20 cach were needed fo load the

Afpican! Pilot. Others were required for the.

planes being sent in by Pﬁn American. Soon the
aireraflt Joaders and the ldhgshorerren were “on
deck.” They agreed to work night and day at
stegight time. Teddy Gleason general organizer
of 'the International Longshorenien's Associa-
tion, gat. the men together. The cost came to
$15,000. The Maritime Trades Department got the
money yp swiftly. By the weekend the 15th load-
mg wastalmdit conpleted, well ahead of sched-
ul

Al nortimg® did anyone know — anyone from
the Whife Hofisc to the house of labor and the
houses of business — whether Castro would
keep his word. But ouwr people gdve of their
fime, their talents, their shoulders, their holi-
‘day hours on the chance they could get the

by Christimas,

“vilingsters from Cuba back to an adopted ho?

Approved For Release 2000/06/13 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000100380067-3

FOIAb3b



