g;on? Sul Qthar Jé \““

Ca age

g .LOBP \iﬁod Fo elease 2000/09/08 FQQ&PIP75 -00001R000100160057-8
DATCH . ,

~+ POST-DIS

(¢ E. 344,575 | :

R

-

L
i CPYRGHT

LT

ﬁ,)mai'@p‘y |
u @zmﬁe m
Vf@i: Nam

As reliance -on armed force increases,! ' Bombers attacking the north have kept'!.
Jess is heard about the winning. of the hearts: clear of the Hanoi area, where there would }
.| and minds of the population. Ybe a chance of direct military. conrronta--

Officials no longer are reluctant to ta]kltlon with the Soviet Union. Russian-built }
about American use of napalm, tear gas| missiles, which are concentrated around
and crop-destroying aerial sprays.. Sxx‘the North Viet Namese' capntal have shot,’
months ago, if they were discussed at all it” down five American planes in the last :
was to emphasize how little they were being i four months.
used l The American troop build-up has reached *

"Despite efforts to avoid injuring 01vxl|ansql45 000 and is expected to reach 200,000 -,
' In the fight against the Viet Cong, women eventually, Some military leaders speak of
| and children and old men are n'nevxta!:dy'a 1,000,000-man American force, but others
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‘. Belief G’r_owing .That;

Large-Scale U.S, Effort
Mayi Succeed Soon.”
By RICHARD DUDMAN

A Washington Correspondent of the’
Post-Dispatch =~

WASHINGTON, Oct. 16
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 of six months ago, when the American ¢

. " bined American and South Viet Names
' forces, was:

; position of ithe so-called war- hawk"-dthos
. who never had much use for “specinl war

"} tion,

THE OUILINES Of 4 IEW strm"

".|i ing rather than the particular nation that is
1 doing the bombing,.

| ingly with heavy bombs and artillery.

i heard in Washington. - Critics;are being .as-
sured that surveys of civilian:populations
subjected to air attacks- show' that' they
blame the war in general for their suffer-

! ONE STUDENT of civilian behavior, ar-
{ guing in support of the enlarged war in Viet
¥Nam, contends that the rape of a single
?Vviet Namese woman by an American sol-
| dier causes far more resentment against the
United Stetes than does the destruction of
an entire villaze,

egy in Viet Nam are emerging a
the influx of massive America
military strength begins to tak

effect.
In its simplest terms, the new strategy
calls for the use of hrge amounts of Ameri
can men and guas to win a military victo
in the south. -~
Some spectacular successes have chang
the official atmosphere from the pessimis

fort faced imriinent military defeat, to
growing conviclion that the back of the i
surgency can be broken in the foreseeabl
future, possibly within months.

Even the failures have helped ‘promot:
the emerging strategy. The lesson man
planners, drew this week, when 2000 Vi
Cong slipped out of a trap sprung by co

Secrecy is better kept whe
the Americans go it alone.

THE SUCCESSES have strengthcned th

fare” and counterinsurgency techniqued
who wantdd 't bomb’ North Viet: Nam of
even Chind ‘years aco, who have renrettel
Presiceat Lyndon B. Johnson’s offcrs tp
nerotiate, ard who bJ"‘vc that peace talis
now weuld lead 'to-a ‘nev*salist Souvth Ve
Nam instcad of thear 1-Commumst'ba.st|0~
thay sec asi ‘a' passivility. a1
The “rdauve y_benian policy. of counte:'
1nsur~ency" must ba put. “aside’ for: the-tim
being, in'the words of a ‘policy paper being
circulated at high levels in‘the. Admimstr

-\ wed-For:

] north and 3 "Dominican [

T sen ;&&f‘ - {6 South . Vletfl

Less is hmrd too, about a negotiated set-
t!-=1ent. When the outloock was black, the
A7=wistratlon was nagging potential go-
b= reans in Communist and neutralist eoun-
t' “*3 to ty to persuade North Viet Nam to

2 t2 *e cnnférence table.

‘I‘T'-w tnat the military situation appears
brighter, officials are emphasizing that
negzotiation with -the Communists is not the
only likely solution,

Officials pointed out this week that the|
problem could also be solved by an unan-
nounced slowing down of North Viet Namese
assistance and Viet Cong activity in the
south,

The outcome thus need not follow the pat-:
tern of the Indochina war or the Algerian
revolution, with their formal peace talks
between the insurgents and the French. In-
stead, it could follow the examples of
Greece and the Philippines after World War
II, ‘when both nations successfully resisted
Communist-led insurgencies. .

IN GREECE, the officials pointed out,
the Commumsts simply were worn down!

1mphcamon was that the Communist-led
forces in-South Viet Nam might be worn

North Viet Nam.

the “entire_hard line, He has not accepted
the f_qgmula attributed to the new director,|
of the Central Intelligence Agency, William: -
. Raborn Jr.="a Rott

licy in the south.”

Raborn is sai
meantSafiration ~Gorbing_of Hafol-and

am fwe times a

' among the victims of a war fought increas{ 5coff at that figure. American troops in the
\Korean war numbered about 250,000.

A new defense of this strategy is being!

'clearly what some of them have LALL-'-’M a 5

and eventually retreated into Bulgaria, The;.

- President Johnson has by no means bought' '

] _Emnpohcx in the a
o have cxplamed ‘that t}ns T

R
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A measure of the buildup is the weekly'
casualil:y figure. Fufty—elght Amerioans were «
killed in action in Viet Nam last week. ’
Total American casualties rose to .806
nostile deaths, 309 nonhostile deaths, 4259’
wounded in actinn,” 76 mmmg ‘in acuon.
and 21 detained by the enemy. pr

Strategists genenally avoid the term vic- 5
tory, ' although_in' recent weeks that is

had in mind.

THEY BASE their present op-
timism on the apparent ab:hby |
of the increased manpower and
fire-power to defeat the Viet,
Cong any time the Reds stand
still for a fight in regimental or
division strength “The war had ;

N ‘i

.been going in the direction oaf:

big-unit engagements, and the
South Viet Namese army was in}
serious trouble until bolstered by i
American combat troops. ‘

NThe immediate task, therefore, ;
is to pound and kill and harry

‘the Viet Cong’s main force. untxl‘

its gives up or, more hkely,L
breaks up into small guemlla
bands to continue the f1ghtmg
without affording a good target.

.Once the Viet Cong have been
forced to return to guerrilla war- .
fare, it is thought here, the ine’
surgency will be olose to defeat.”
The shift will mean breaking up‘ X
elaborate supply lines for weap-| .
ons and supplies, going back to‘
using homemade or -captured|
American’ arms, and, worst of |

‘all, admitting .to the Viet Cong]

dow tuall; Lo :
n eventually and caused to retreat mtoI be a quick victory after all. 1 -

rank-and-fule that there will not

The strategy paper menmonedi
earlier says that there are three!
possible outcomes from tho\
Amerioan pdint of ﬂew—-defeat.l
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i-'a stalemate, or victory, It says- Cong lack the resiliency to e-i
that a stalemate would be the tum toguemlla warfare and po!

'hardest to;achieve.” The impli-
cation is tﬁat victory should be
the goal,

One policy maker who holds
‘that view makes the further
‘point that victory is possible
ronce the United States has

! forced the Viet Cong to return”

‘to guerrilla warfare.

E HE REASONS that guerrilla
| wars invariably are won or lost,
| that they never end in a draw.
; . A ceasefire would mean that
! the Viet Cong would promptly
. lose all the gray areas, the'terris
¥ tory where it can operate but
¢ cannot maka a permanent stand.

¢ The reason, he says, is that the
| Viet Namesa army would use 3 -

cease-fire to clean out any guere-

“rillas remaining in such areas,

{
[

i Those wha sce the new strate
]

egy in these terms contend that

i progress cannot ‘be measured”

“merely in enemy casvalties,
#They call an operation a suce
: cess even if it results in few

. objective is ndot so muck to kill |
L the eremy as to harass him and.:

- Viet Cong bodies, because thei

on effectively with the kind fof®
fighting that took the Bnitish 0
years to suppress in Malaya] -
It assumes alsa that Ameri
power—planes crisscrossing the;
country and bombs poundihg.
guerrilla hiding places — chni
make a country almost as L
as Missouri an impossible pl:
to operafe.
On the political side, it g§s-"
sumes that the govermment fof
Gen. Nguyen Cao Ky, the chfef
of the Viet Namese air forde,,
represents a new breed of ledd-"
‘ers, able at last to inspire
people with a revolutionary spikit ;
that will unify them in the fight. -
Flnally, this analysis assu
.that favorable results will co:
very soon. - President Joh
would find it embarrassing to
to ithe country secking re-el
tion in 1968 with a stalema
war still on his hands, and
eve_r-Lar-ger oonflict could well
‘an f{ssue in the congres: :
electms next year. m Lo 1

!
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Fprove to him that his war xs, VAR
+ unprofitable. o o ‘
. o " - They insist also that the ! ’bomb-, .
- t ing of North Viet Nam is hurting !
‘  the Hanoi repime seriously and R PR
~must be continued with no lel:up,,k SR TR U

:} . ) . > ‘This analysis rests on ‘sonig!

b 0CT 17.1365
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{"broad assumptions, wluch may,z
{. or may .not stand up. . e&

; T ASSUMES um mvl
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