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2 one who could still get things
done.

Although he gained distinction
as a brave and gallant World
War II flat-top commander,
his biggest naval achievement,
was the Polaris submarine.
which today remains one of the
prime deterrents to nuclear war.

It was Raborn who was chosen
late in 1955 to head the Navy’s
special projects office, which
was charged with developing an
underseas ballistics missile. '

Raborn brought to the project
not only zeal but a persuasion
technique. that became known
as the ‘“Raborn Rededication
Treatment.” .

He delivered pep talks about
the country, et every plant and
subplant that had anything to
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calls, “of getting people!to do
things becausce they wanted to.

“It never occutred to any of
us that we weré not workmg
lon, the most important project
‘It wag possible, for us to be
‘working on on thls Earth.”
' Says another: “We worked all
the harder just to prove you'
-don’t have to have an S.0.B.
running a program like this.”

Succeeds Dour Man

Gregarious and down-{o-carth,
Raborn will bring this same set*
of talents to his new assign-
ment, and at the very outsef
his manner will stamp a sun-
nier Jmage of the CIA in con-
trast to the somewhal dour im-
pression left by his predecessor,
John A. McCone, who is retiring.
i~ But just bow well Rahorn’s
acknowledged -abilities will
serve him in the spy field has
led to some criticism,

Not Witheut Experience

Iie has had no significant ex-
perience in mtexhgence activi-
tics, and there are those who
feel a military man should not
have charge of the CIA, al-

occupied the post in the early
1950s). -

On the credit side, in addi-
tion to his eminence as a “can
do” man, Raborn was respon-
sible for maintaining the sec-
recy.of the Polaris program and
the studying of foreign nuclear
weapons development.

Besides, his mind is inventive
and_ open to suggestion.

“T am not the kind of man,”
he has been quoted as saying,

‘whe when he puts his pants
on in the morning thinks the
whole world:is dressed.”

In the end, though, it report-
edly was Raborn’s popularity
that led -President Johnson to
tap him for the job.

He is well thought of on
Capitol Hill, and the same ap-
plies at the Pentagon from De-

fense Secretary Robert S. Me-

Namara on down the line.
Campaigned for LBJ

.What may have clinched it for
Johnson ‘was. that Raborn ap-
peared- on - a paJd television
showlast year in behalf of the

though there is precedence for
‘this. (Gen.. Walter Bedell Smxth

Johnson-Hmnphrey ficket.

-The show was sponsored b

R

scientists, engineers and physi-
cians supporting the-Democratic
standard bearers,

Raborn dmmfr the show ridi-
culed Johns'ons opponent, Bar-
ry Goldwater, saying the former
Arizona senator vias “just not
smart enough fo be President
of the United States.”

The admiral, of course, had
an acquainfance with Johnson
When the latter was a senator

but evidence is lacking that -
they were particularly close
friends. )
_Although he was bern in Texs :
as, Raborn was brought up in |
Oklahoma and went from there !
to the United States Naval i
Academy at Annapolis. :
Despite this, the 59 year-old
warrior remains proud of the 1
state of his origin. He lists San
Antomo as his offxcxal resxdence
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