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escape retribution, ] .
-] But Licutenant General Gehleu, for-
"1 moer chief of the "Foreign Amnies East'

HIvLE 3§ A‘H HAUE VE ¢ E!n‘éii? SPY WITHGUT A MASK O WL

REALISM
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of .mystery
‘scenes thal Gehlen camc to be known as

“The ban
“magazine Der Splegel wrole recently,

. he led in the postwar period.

'Smce the second world. war, Lhcm
is, porhap), no other figura iy the realm
of imperialist espionage that has attrac-
ted co mnch attention on. the part-aof
newspapormcn and researchers as Rein-
‘hard Gehlen, former president™ of the
West (:exmanbl ederdl:Inlelligence Ser-

vice  (Bundesnachrichlendicnst-—BND),
True, in conlrast to his menfor and
‘patron Allen Dulles, the founder and

many years' chief of the US. Central |
Intelligence Agency, Gehlen was not

@ publiclty hound. Quile the reverse,
For many years he preferred to keep -
i the shade, and-to the end of his

carcer made no - public stalements. It
was because of his avoidance of news-
men, his shunnjng of the limelight and
his "predilection for donning the eloal
and 4&cling  behind  the

the "grcy general.”

The: "grey gcncra]" did not permit
his staff cither to make stalentents in the -
préss. His instructions on this score
were  explicit:  everything
Ing to the aclivily of the "Gehlen orga-
nization,” set up by

BND in 1956, must be kept fop sceret.
extended, as the- Hamburg

even {o the history of | the “Foreign-
‘Armies Fast, "a dcparlment of Hitler's

General Staff and an important intelli-
pence agency of nazt Germany which

. for three years had been headed by .

Gehlen and whose personnel made up
the core of the espionage organization
TEvery.
former officer of this .department,” Der
Splegel” emphasized, "was -
not to divulge what he knew about it
Public'knowledge ‘of 'its aclivily, Gehlen.
argues, would enable tho enemy io
draw. ‘definite’ concluslons also about

Intalligence Service.
n,]f abides by thm mle." - ;
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pertain- -

the Americans
“after the war and converted into the

instructed |

“the ‘methods of ucmxty of the Federal, .
... The’ chici ‘mﬂ-l )

T Gormany and Turops,.
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L tain rodreat dn the Alne

'S Ab departinent of the nazi.prmy General
W : LEEIY [ Stalf, kept his wits about Iim. Jn- Apri}
A0V Af - RIREEs € .. NG ’ CRACYED . ' A
. REMOVEDR \ AL'H iR ‘S("Eet,., IBERGT F}ﬂi VOV GEHLEW'S MEOR | 1945, when nazi Germany was on the
WERE PU SHED C} PhE “GREY Oi.l\nuh/..s:" VS YRE .| verge of collapse under the hammer

blows of the Soviel forces, he with-
drew toran alinost inaccessible moun-
‘Tho qiay o
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Gehlen kept silent . even alter ho
retired In 1968, He was silent until
recently,” when the West Germayp Die

" Welt began to print cxcerpts {zom]n,

"memoirs which are being put out by

ad bicade a1 apvice which

“operated a{-umst the ‘%ovxcl Union end
Germany's caslern neighbours

survived
the decath agony of the fascist Reich
In peaceful scclusion, taking. walks in

dyllic Alpm(x meadows and ponlerm"
~ fulure moves,

the Hase und Koehler publishers. It is .

not surprising that the publication of
Gehlen's  rominiscences s Jbeing
played up in the West; ‘and nol only
because this opus carries the sipnalure
of the "grey general,” bul chicfly
because  the memolrs are  heavily
spiced wilth anti-Soviet fabrications.

Moreover, bourgeois newspapers and’

magazines which sbill keep to the cold
war {renches, are going out of their
way {o picture Gehlen as a veritable
Ckoight suns peur ‘et sans

“one of the most Important sectors of

L the "Western wall” against “commun- ~
And they aresdoing it~

st expansion,”

reproche
. who for a’long time was In charge of

Let 1t notl Dbe thought! that Gehlen
was tormenled by doubt, No, every-
thing bad been de scided long agos As
soon as American troops appeared in
the vicinity, the Alpine hermit hasten-
ed to give himsell up.
removed his uniforin nor pasled on &
false moustache, he did not change hig
name or conceal his’ rank and office.

He went guietly to the Americans and

was rcceived ‘with open ‘arms, .
Yarly in August 1945, when the
Polsdam

- sat at a conference table in the Penta-

with the same zeal as when some 15 -

or 20 years ago they tried lo present
Gehilen as an cnemy of Hitler
_active member of the Resislance. -

**Who is Reinhard Gehlen after all?-

and -

‘but rather as an
. negoliations
" intelligence officials. The statements of
" the nazi,

Why have his "memoirs”- been made

- public? What are the. aims. of

those .

behind the wide pubhcxty they are.

being piven. in the Wesl?
" Let us go back to August 1945, The
' Potsdam’
the three
* Union, - the'

great powers---

United  Stales  and

. Great Britain—had just ended. The Big

" Three “had agreed that the poslwar

" Dulles, - his
conference of the heads of
the. Soviet .

structure of Gennany must be founded *
~on-the following principles: denazifica-

tion and dem)]ltﬂn/ahon, the final dis-

_bandment, of  all military, paramilitary
| and nazi organm tions and institutions, .
dissolulion .
" of’all German armed forces, punishmeént”
. of the war ‘criminals, abolition of the.

complete disarmament and

. Garmien monopolies, and the democra-
.Uc reconstruction of public life. Nazls,

Lbig and small, wete scurrying all over

B N KR IR .

-changing their.

“followed by
Donovan, chief 'of the intellizence out-

Hant”
* natwork,

- the ‘Hitler - army - was

* gon, He was not there in the capacity

of a person under. investigation, Dheing
interrogated by the American generals,
equal " partner in
‘with  high-ranking = U.S,
“were | atleéntively

General . William

super-spy
Major

fit disguised. under the name of Office
of Slralegic Services (055),  Allen
right-hand man and head
of the Furopean branch of OSS, Briga-
dier General John Magiuder, comman-
der of the special task forces, and

" General” George Strong, . chiel of the -
,.G 2 tactical ]
“The interest displayed’ by. the h-cam

mtclhgcnce

of the U.S, secret service in the former
chief- of the “Foreign Armies Easl"

“.department was quile understandable:

towards the end ol the war Gehlen
held i his hands some of the impor-
threads of *the, nazi
Sefton - Deler, a  foriner
British secrel agent who -after the war
hécame a pmmumnl ‘ournahcl wrote
in the Da/ly Express that in 1845, when
defca{ed Cencml

Lontinuey

He neither,

agreement was being signed .
. at Cecilienhof,” ex-nazi General Gehlen

espionage,
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