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! HE late Allen Dulles, quar-
terback of our World War II

' sples and lafer chief of the CIA,

séoffed at the notion of the
American diplomal or spy
belng a closed-mind biunderer

fop cynical to play Ly any

rules but his own. e criti-
clzed such novels as Graham
Greene’s “The Quiet Ameri-
can” and Burdick and Lede-

Lorer's “The Ugly American”

-~ =« naive, home.grown.

for promoting “mischicf-creat-
ing prejudices.” N
Dulles wrote that he pre-
ferrcd ‘“taking the raw mate-
rial which we find in America
even
homespun - and training such

" & man {o be a good intelligence

" cess lasts.”
Kot .

officer, however Jong the pro-

Those homespun.

boys, It we are to believe re-
cent pews accounts, are trav-
cling much farther afield than
Dulles seemed willing to send
them.

THE BACKBONE of CIA ac-
fivity apparcntly remains the
clandestine Hstening posts and
purloined letters which Dulles
50 loved. But now the charge
is often made that the CIA
{ries to foment change rather
than merely report it; in
Uganda, for example; in Chile,
in Laos.

So much s being written
about the CIA, In fact, that lts
argot Is creeping into Ameri-
can slang: a spy is a spook, to
kill is_to “terminate with cx-
treme prejudice.”

Now arrives Joe Mapglo, a
mercenary-turmed-writer, who
says he worked off and on for
the CIA In places like Africa
and Laos,

His novel tells of Nick Mar-

Aln, a’sort of comic book super-

here and former Green Beret
A “home-grown” boy whom
Dulies would have liked, he is
reetuited off & Florida campus
by “the Company" (in-group
stang for the CTA), and works
part time, ftraining Bay of
Pigs invaders and shooting
up Africa and the Tonkin Gulf.
There is enough bad writing to
{11t three pulp magazines
(“‘stéel split the alr over-
head"),

BUT MAGGIO'S hook has an
aura of authenticlty about it,
and few readers know enough
about the CIA to dispule him
~— evei though the question al-
ready has been raised: Is Joe

‘Maggio the Clfferd Irving of

the barracks set?

W, E. Colby, exccutive direc-
tor of the CIA, disputes the
publisher's  contention  that
“Company.Man" is “a novel of
facts,” proclaiming it a “taw-

dry fabrication™ filled with
“lurid writing and Innate con-
tradictions,” He denies that
the ClA cver has carried out
agsassinations er hag  f{raf-
ficked in drugs, as Magglo aq-
serts, .
Colby also says Magglo was
“ferminated for cause™ dutlng
a six-month CIA tralndng pro-
gram and never weit overseas
for the CIA or undertook any
of the “assignments” Mapgio |-
says he performed. Dut Mag-
gio has obtained a government
letter quoting the CIA as say-
ing that he worked for the
agency on contract,

In any event, I‘nagpio wrlies
enough like. a soldler to con-
vince the 1(,'1(161 he has been
onie. He has produced an un-

rofessional but good example

of thriller fxctlon. : ’

George Harmon is a Daily
News editor and writer,
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