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.’l‘ACHILEK, Burma, Sept. 2
[AP]--United ftates narcotics

-officials say {bis sleepy river:

town js the drug capital of
Asia and * the gn[ewéy for
Asian -drugs destined for the
U. 8.

Somewhere in- the town

there is said o be a large- :

scale opium refinery owned hy
"a mysterious Chinese named
Lo Ising-han and managed by
his brother Lo Ising-min. The
Jactory turns out - morphine
base, red rock heroin, and
pure No. 4 heroin for sale
abroad. . e
" Mecis Hostile Silence

_Questions aboul drugs are
met with hostile silence from
the townspeopic—a mixture of
Thai, Burmese, Laos, Shan,
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Yunnanesc and hill- tubcq peo-
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Tachilek,

of 10,000, is across the Mae

with a population

Sai River from T+ 5 in
Thailand, The t.e R
conneected vy « wonteele
bridge, the terminus of Thai
Highway 1 running due south
for 500 miles to the capital at
Langkok.

This highway is one of the
most Important arteries for
Asia’s drug traffic, Narcotics
officials say drugs travel {his
route to Bangkok, Saigon,
Laos, Hong Kong, and cven-
tually the U, S.

The bridge here is guarded
at the Burmese side by two
soldiers, one of them carrying
an old Thompson submachine
gun, The Burmese flag futters
over the small costoms office
just off the road. .

No Passports Needed -

Stalls offer cheap Thai-made
{rinkets. The Burmese allow
Thais to cross from Mae Sai
during daylight hours. The
Thais offer the same facility—
no passporls are necded.

Thai police and military offi-
cials who. make the journey

take off insignia of rank and

leave them and their sidearms
on the Thai side Dhefore they
Cross.

No cameras are allowed.
Thai officials said a Thai who
infringed this rule was arrest-
ed and has not been heard of
since,

.1ma's

1972

There is an air of conspiracy

(in this town.

Avart from heing the head-
guarters of Lo Hsing-han, who
is said to be the opium king of
Asia, Tachilek is alse a major
siuggling center,

Goods from 'thailand come
in for sale in the flourishing
Burmese black market, which
feeds on the shortages of Bur-
nationalized cconomy.
'The goods move {rom Tachilek
north to Ken Tung and {rom
there to Mandalay and cven-
tually Rangoo, ’ o

Dolicing of Border

Policing of the border for
smugging and drugs is a hard
job for both the Thais and the
Burmese, ‘The river is easily
forded. 4 S

The Burmese have 14 check
points in 11 miles along this
scction of the border. These
don’t scemr to deler traffie in
contraband. Opium traffickers
use side roads and pony trails
thru the hills, bypassing
checkpoints.

The Thais developed an in
depth tactic of five roadblocks
in 37 miles on main highivays
in an cffort 'to halt the drug
trade. This paid off in recent
months, In scizures in June
and July the Thais made hauls
worth many millions of dol-
lars.

- Most of the opium that fiads
its way to Tachilck is grown
in Burma, especially in arcas
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clese e the Chinese horder,
Mule caravans bring opium to
the factory af Tachilck-{ha
biggest of several clong tho
horder—for refining to heroin,
narcotics officials say,
1,000 Tous a Year

About 1,600 tens of opium
are produced cach year in this
horder region of Laos, Thai-
land, and Burma, an arca
called the Golden Triangle.

The Burmese side of the
border is a no man’s land and
the government has little con-
‘irol over it. Private armics
roam freely.

The Thals, m response to
prodding from the U. §., are
making an efforl to halt the
flow of drugs across the bop-:
der. They ha\c established task
forces in the towns of La-
pang and Chiang Mai with
help from the U, S, Burcou of
Narcotics and  Dangerous
Drugs, '

The United Nations has a
coordinator in Chiang 3ai who
is assisting the Thais with a
program which aims fo con-
vince fribesmen that they can
prosper by growing crops ofh-
er than opium,

In Burma, the government
has been slow to take action.

“They don’t want to stir the
bees in the hlV(’” said one
official. . .

“That’'s why a heroin
factory can function in Tachi-
lek without fear of reprisals
from the authorities.” ’
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