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" Dear Mr.| Chairmans
‘
During thie last three and o) e-half yea ‘s, I'have often
had ocecadion to lay before - oumy tho ghts on irsucs
important to our forecign po icy and na ional security.
Once again I wish to CHUPYCL  INMY SCric 18 concern ovaer
a matler which could have significar  dimpact upon
our attempts to bring an ho orable an lasting peace
to Southeast Asia, the ques on of a L stian expenditure
ceiling folr Fiacal Year 197
Liast yeasf the North Vietnar sse launc cd their Tarpost
effort evdr to defeat the Ro; 1 Laotiar Governmeont,
The ceiling on expenditures rhich the songress hadd
included in the Military Pro urement .ct complicatad
and made/much more diffict 't the offo ts of the Govern~
ment of Ijaos to thwart that {fensivoe.
!
' It is cleay that Laos has no aggressive intent. It is
the North|Vietnamese aggression in Lo »s and usc of the
trail system through southern Faos to support theix
forces in|Cambodia and South Vietnamn which have
created the need for the Royal Laotian Sovernment's
e defensivelefforts, A ceiling on expenc tures for Laog
L will merely restrict the ability of Lao: to defend itsclf,
It will not: inhibit the North Vietnames: aggression.
) Indeed,  the imposition of a ceiling in 1 scal Year 1973
. will be anl additional teanptat on to the forth Vietnamuese
' to try OII%O more lo defeal Laos, A oo ling vould place
Hmitations upon the timeliness, flexib jty, :nd sizce of
the response which the Royal Iaotian ¢« svernment
vould moyat (o defend a1l and would iicrense Lhe
i prospectaio’ Lo U g cucceses,
' ?
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The Aclmjinistrn,tion will adiminister and control the
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Until Hanoi negotiates a just peace, its victims must be

Jend themscelves effectively,  The Administra-

ramn of $129 million represents an efficient

ymic allocation of resources to meaet the

threat, It is unlikely that amount will be
Nevertheless, imposing a ceiling -« even

v would not be exceeded in any event -~ would |

¢ the North Vietnamese lecaders Lo launch new

and could scrve to delay meaningful negoliations,

with
There is no degirve nor intent to increasce
But the frecdom to apply
ources quiclkly and flexibly to meet changes in

¢,

the milithry situation is cesential if Laos is to survive
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icce reasons I urge that no cciling on

rtnamese apgression and if the resources made

are to be usad to Lest effect,

expoendl-
Laos be included in the Military Procurement
2. ‘ '

'Sincgrcly.r',
- ’ ) i’ .

» John Stennis

man, Armed Services Commi tee
¢
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