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DR On 10 November, Air America H-34D helicopter (H-62) made
a forced landing at Tachilek Airport, Burma, due to weather and a low fuel
supply. A three hour SAR mission was conducted by Vientlane Station prior to
being notified by Kangoon U, S, Embassy through Eangkok Enibassy and Udorn -
Atr Force Base that the aircraft had wade an emergency landing and the crew,

 one American and one Thai, were safe, hut in Furmese military custnd}. “The

pilot and Thai mechauic are experienced pergonnel and Air America is convinced
the emergency procedures were inadvertent. while being questioned by Burmese
officials, the crew veportad they were on an air drop mission with tins of beef

for refugees. Release of aircraft and crew was delayed by bureaucratic function-

ing of Burmese Government in spite of pressure from Laotian, Thafland and
Burmese Embassies, In addition to evasion, there was unusual secrecy

- exerclged by the Burmese Government and niilitar - The American Embassy

reported that psrhaps some of the delay was due to two "sten type" weapons
being found on hoard, although it was presumed they were normal survival
equipment, Also, Rangoon reported an unconfirmed overilight by another heli~
copter of similar type approximately 26 hours after the forced landing. On
180100 November, the American Embaasy at Rangoon advised the release would
take place promptly » and three and one-half hours later the helicopter arrived

at Udorn Air Force Base.

Per an intellizence report and inforration from the American
Embassy, Vientiane, the Burmese Rxecutive Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs feels that the Afr America hellcopter which landed in Burma
on 10 November (see Noverber monthly report) was controlled by the Central
Intelligence Agency. Alsc, he alleged that poseibly the eargo on board the
aireraft (tins of heef) was for 7. Na insurgents vice T.aotians refugees. Thig
hypothese was apparantly disearded as a Burmese general, who is very touchy
on the subject, granted release of the atreraft, carizo and crew. Prior to
release, the pilot was requested to sign a statercent that he landed due to low

* fuel and bad weather; that his atreraft bad been returned in perfect condition;

that there had been no loas to the documents, arng and ammunition, currencies,
personal belongings, and all miscellancous items relevant to the aircraft; (This
statement could be a source for mrisrepresentation, but F'mbassy officials do not
envisicn any. } and that he axtended his gratitude for bis iriendly treatment and
succor. Mo repercussions directly relating to this incldent are anticipated, but
in the event of a recurrance, it is anticivatec that GOB may not be quite so

caooperative.
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