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SUBJECT : "Contraband" Material Confiscated from American Tourists
5,,_/

REF : Moscow A-178, March 1 ppg 71/5f’;/
(119) e TRV

r—An acccunt of the activities of Ieningrad customs cfficials which
appeared in Leningradskaya Pravda on March 19 provides information
about three separate incidents in whichk customs officials in

_Leningrad confiscated "contraband" material from visiting American

" citizens. The article does not indicate when the incidents occurred.

The first incident involved two unidentified members of an American
student group who arrived in leningrad by air from Paris. The
article relates that during the customs inspection, an examining
officer found anti~Soviet material published by Posev hidden under
toilet paper in the sultcase of a "londly dressed graduate student."
A few minutes later, ancther customs inspector located similar
material in the suitcase of the leader of the group.

In another case mentioned in the article, customs officials cone
fiscated more than 2,700 copies of the Bible and the New Testament
from Brook Rodger Mill (phonctic) who arrived in Leningrad on the
Soviet passenger ship "Mikhail Kalinin", Using the vessel as a
hotél during the stopwover in Leningrad, Mill was observed leaving
the vessel looking Yrather fat" and returning looking somewhat
thinner, According tec the newspaper account, the Sov1ets expelled
Mill from the country,.

frem Valentina Ivanovna Popova who arrived in lenlngrad cn board
the passenger vessel "Aleksandr Pushkin", Additionally, he found
and presumably confiscated $1,000 hidden in hair curlers and some
watches concealed in hair netting which Mrs. Popova had not listed
on her customs declaraticn.

In the third incident, 2 customs officer confiscated 3% Bihles
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The press account provides the first information that the Embassy has
received about two of the three incidents. Mr. Mill did not or was not
able to contact the Embassy to report the difficulties he encountered with
Soviet customs authorities. The Embassy has previously reported the Popova
case. (Moscuw LlL37, August 10, 1970.)
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