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Eyewitness in Poland
Answers ‘Tlmes’* Attack

iv PHILLIP BONOSKY

. RECENT series in the
~ Y Times by its ex-Palish

srespondent, A. M. Rosenthal,
cemnds us of a doggerel that
poex sonething like ghis:

“You ¢ oot hope to bribe or twist,
Jnany Genl, the British journalist
Bt seeing -what the man will do,

“nrited, there’s no occasion to.

Place *“American” instead of
~— o: perhaps alongside of —
"Britsh”, and the shoe will ad-
mirabiy fit. For the fact of the
ctatter is that these articles by
AL M. Rosenthal on Poland could
“ ot have been hought in the usual
way. They came from the heart.

It is a legend, which has long
lost ity relevance, to picture
rewsmen today as independent,
free, and devoted to the truth.
Rosenthal hates socialism, and
di-es not need to be paid to hate
it. He sees it through a crooked
glass crookedly, and does not
want any other kind of glass to
look through.

And so we have a picture of
Diesent-day Poland presented to
as throngh the Times that is
a model of malice, half-truths
ind greoasip, CIA discards, and the
iatred of the workingelass in its

o riprle te change history

and make superflous the world
that A. M. Rosenthal lives in.

. SPECIALIZED FISHING
Rosenthal boasts he was ex-

.

pelled from Poland because he .

“probed” too deeply. But the
facts are different. Rosenthal did
not “probe” for the truth; he
merely repeated every slandu,
suspicion amd Bt of gossip he

heard, the omly condition for ac- -

ceptance being that it should re-
flect negatively on the Polish
government and the Communist
Party

The situation in Poland is com-
plicgted enough; it docsn’t take
too much to distort the undoubted
complications. This I know first-

- hand and from information. But

at the same time, I also know
from first-hand ewidence that
Rosenthal is not writing of Po-
land today but of the Poland
of his wish-fullfillments, of his
dreame, and the dreams of the
CIA. ’

1 spent a week in Poland just
a few weeks ago. Bo little time
f» & country scarcely can make
anyone an expert. I am not such
en expert. But I did sveak to
many representatives of different
phases of Polish life, and we went

more or less deeply irto proh-
lems of Polish life. Ti¢ nicture
that emerged from tuese dis-

cussions is, ultimately, utterly at
variance with Rosenthal’s, but,
and here is where the sneakiness.
comes in, at certain points there’
is a temporary coincidence of

outward features. The point lies . _

in how these features are to be

interpreted and how sigmificant

and even decisive they are.
GOING FORWARD

Rosentha! sees Poland going
back to “Stalinisim”. But nobody
in Poland is going back to any-
thing; forward is the only di-
rection the Poles, except the die-
hard revisionists, are conscious
of. Nor do they condemn whole-
sale the period before October,
1956, during which certain posi-
tive policy lines were laid down,
primarily the construction of an
industrial base in Poland, which
instead of being repudiated is
being carried forward with great-
er vigor.

Rosenthal claims that the Par-
ty is hated, that the Russians
are hated, that Marxism com-
mands no respect among intel-
lectuals, that the people are all

found to the Catholic church, and -

if all else fails, there are the
ignorant and backward small-
plot farmers to save “free” Po-
land! .

“LUNG-TERM PRESSURE”
Speaking at the convention of

.the Polish United Workers Party

in March, A. Zawadzki, a mem-
ber of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee, seened
to have someone like Rosen-
thal in mind when he said:

“When they were compelled to
abandon stakes in the ‘second
stage’, when the direct attack on
Nocialism and on the Party friled,
the reactionary forces within
and outside the country settled
for diverse long-term anti-So-
cialist pressure,

“The scomomic achievements
of the country and the improved
material situation of the work-
ing people are put to doubt.
Opinions are veoiced that people

. arc now living through a p¥riod

of disappointzaent, that Party
matters and its policy are treat-
ed with indifference, that this

. Policy represents an abandonment
of the pélicy inawgurated by Oc- .

tebar, 1956, and the like. It is

pel'ﬁ‘iouly asserted that Com-

munism does no| command the

type of worker alagivist ready to-
ansotfane

maba i Ahutimata
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