M Mase 2000/09/08;; ,% BDP735390296R000300030008 8

o ¢ MAR 1677

Sowviet / id to Lgypt N

By Alfred Friendly

- Washlhgton Post Forelgn Service

LONDON, March 29 — Rus-
sia has sent 200 of its pilots
and 150 MIG-217 fighter-inter-
ceptors to Eﬁvpt and supplied
it with $2.5 billion of military|¢
ald in 1970, according o the
authoritative Institute for
Strategic Studics annual stra-
tegic survey.

“The document, to Le pub-
lished Tuesday, points cut that
_the sheer volume of military
support is without precedent
ancd that ‘“never before had

the Soviet Union injected any-

‘thing like the gquantity of so-
phisticated military equipment
into. a non- Commumt country
in such a short time.”

~Also, with the oxuphon of
{the 1062 Cuban missile crisis,
the U.9.S.R. has never de-
ploved such large numbers of
jts own military personncl out-

side the Warsaw T'reaty coun-
12,600 to
in SA-3 rissile crews

tries. They tolal
15,600
and 4,000 “advizers.”

Nevertheless, the

conflict:

o It induced greater caulion

3
Yor

annual
survey suggests in a sophisti-
cated argument that the intent
of this intervention, or al least
the effect, was to lessen rather
than increase the likelihood of

elis, as their military options
diminished and the risks at-
tached to them increased,
found themselves urged by
prudence in the same direc-
tion.

More substantial and more
direct Soviet involvement thus
seerned to combine the pur-
poscs of defense and detfer-
rence, even if at the cost of in-

in Isracl at a time when it vwas | creasing the risk of Soviet cm-

bombing Egyptian fargets d(,'
will, as close as five miles to)

Cauo-vand by implication,
greater caution in the United
States.

e It also

der
{eeling of new strenzth.
Egyptians found

removed from,
Fgypt the shadow of surren-
and replaced it with a;
Tlic
themselves
able at last to afford flexibil-
ity in their reaction to propos-
als for peace, while the lsra-

broilment if  the
should end and deterrence’
! fail.

¢ A corollary, though—ard
depending on how one jooks
al it, perhaps a salutary one—
is that the intervention left
Egypl with “if anything, even
less independent ability” to
defend ilself - against Israeli
air attacks than .it had 12
months earlier. Now, there is
a significant potential power

n lasing War'l

cease-fire,

M’@IM‘

of the Soviets to deter or re-
strain Egypt from milifary ac-
tion across tke Sues Canal—
which depend: for success on
air cover—by threatening fo
withhold or s-ithdraw ifs air
c|forces.

In some w#emse, thercfore,
Legypt had mortgaged its free-
dom of niilita: y—--and even po-
litical—zaction 1o its Soviet
ally in returr for protection
against the ‘sracl air force,
.The Soviet Union, whether or

{not its ability to deter Israel

would stand the test of time,
secmed during 1970 to have es-
tablished a veiy real ability to
constrain, if §i wished, the mil-
jtary policy ef uaypt

In ali, acror ling to the Insti-
tute’s catalogiing, the U.S.S.R.
has put 54.3 billion of military
aid into Egypt since the Six-

Day War in 1£57.
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